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'"' JULY, 1798. 

FRENCH ROYALISTS*, 



In the House of Representatives, on Saturday last 
(the 30th June) a message was received. from the 
(Senate, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a bill, intitled, *^ An A61 to authorize the 



'f When the evacuation of Port-au-Prince was resolved on bj 
the British, the Royalists of pioperty, in that place, chose to 
be conveyed to the United Stales, which they were, in several 
merchant vessels, tinder convoy of an armed ship (the Mole 
Packet), which was cpmmissioned by His Majesty. When they 
arrived in the Delaware, near Philadelphia, ihey were obliged, 
by the law of the Slate of Pennsylvania, to perform quarantine. 
While they were thus >yaiting, one Pinkerton, a vile democra- 
tic American, who hated them because they were Royalists, 
and who had, during the voyage, been refused to participate in 
their repastSf conceived a scheme for distressing them, and, if 
possible, exposing them once more to the knives of ihe repubH- 
cans. In order to carry this infamous scheme into effedt, he 
wrote a letter to another repubfican, who was, at that time, 

B 2 President 
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President to regulate the landing of French passen- 
gers and other persons who rtiay arrive within th^ 
ports of the United States, from foreign places ;'' 
to which they desired the concurrence of the 
House. 

This Bill, as it now stands, goes, i. To autho- 
tize the President to prohlbU or to permit ^ the 
landing of all white French passengers, who 
may have arrived^ or shall hereafter arrive in this 
country. 

2. To subjeift to -d^fne of 500 dollars or imprt- 
snnment not exceeding three years, every white 
French in habitant who shall violate the regulations 
to be provided in the case. 

3. To subje<5t the Captain who permits such per- 
sons 10 come on shore (contrary to the regulations) 
to a fine of 500 dollars^ and to authorize the arrest 

>. J I ■ — ^ — ^ ^ 

President of the Board of Health, representing the new-comers 
as xeffnumsTQui and very dangcrom. Thin iiitelhgencc was eoo* 
Vfyed to iMifHJn, the sans-cubtte Governor, who moulded it 
ih!o a report for ihe President, and this laiTer, hk# a predpiiate 
old ass asi he ahvap was, made ihe malicious lie the sLibje6t of 
3 message to Congress. T!iis body^ catchmg the spirit of the 
Test? iniraedlaiely bronght in a bill for prevetuing ihe Royalists 
from landing, Mndirmt considering, that it wlts in itself ex post 
fs23^, and a dirt d violation of the Treaty witli Great Bnlaiih— 
I akne took rhe pari of the rrenchmen. My inierposirion roused 
. up a host of enemies i^giiinst me : some scores discontinued to 
take my paper : hut all ihat i hey could s^y^ or do, had no ef- 
fe6:. The French men J seeing fhat rhey bad nobody else f«r a 
friend, applied to me to deft^nd them. They furnislied me 
uitli the meuus of proving the falsehood of Finckerton's fit ate- 
menis, and finally enabled me to save them from being driven 
back lo I he "XVesi Indies.^ — The bill parsed in the Senate on a 
Saturday. On Sunday night I wro*c to ibe Pieiildent s Secretary 
hn the subjeft i and, on Monday, just as the bill was brought 
forward in the lo^ver liouscj 1 Ci^used all the vouchers of the 
eon trad idory siarement to be put into the hands of Mr, Harper> 
by wbich means the bill Wa-i thrown aside. — The documents re* 
laiiipe to thit envious atTair on|;ht to bt preserved, 

and 
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m^ impmonmenf of the persons thus clandestinely 
getting on shore, 

4. To authorize the President ro prohibit the 
landing of any French negroes and other people of 
colour. 

The bill was read the first and second time^ and 
on niotton — The house resolved itself into a com* 
mlttee of the whole on the aforesaid bill from the 
Senate. A motion was made by Mr, Sewall to 
strike out the second setftion which occasioned 
some debate^ but was at length agreed to, 43 voting 
in favour of it. The bill was gone through by sec- 
tions, when 

Mr. Harper said J thatthere were many aUcrations 
wanting in this bill, and it was impossible for any 
gentlemen to prepare proper amendnfients while the 
bill was under discussion^ there were also a number 
of good provisions in the bill reported by the com- 
mittee of the house J which he would wish to see 
ingrafted in this bill^ more especially one proviso 
which respefts the case of those merchants who 
have been obliged by compulsion to bring these 
Frenchmen and their negroes in their vessels from 
the West Indies, 

It would certainly, said Mr, H., be a very inhu- 
oi:m thing to force those merchantSj who have so 
nobly come forward in contributing for the sup* 
port of the country, to carry back these passengers 
in their vessels, at their own expense, whose vessels 
arc many of them freighted with very valuable car- 
goeSj subjeeSting them again to all the risks of cap- 
ture ; such will be the case, said Mr» H., if this bill 
paes in Its present form. He therefore moved that 
the committee now rise, report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again^ in order that gentlemen may 
make enquiry into the business and be enabled 
to bring forward their amendments. The ques- 
2 3 tion 
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tion on riiing was put and carried; 45 voting 
in favour of it. Leave to sit again was granted in 
the house* 

French Royalists^ no^v stekbbedup in certain vessels 
a( Fort Mifflin. — Infinite arc the pains that have beea 
taken to excite an alarm on account of these people^ 
and I have very good reason to suppose, that every 
attempt that I have made to do away this alarm has 
been loudly clamoured against* Nothing of this 
kind, however, will intimidate me. Every thing 
I have said is founded in Tri//j& and in JusticE^ and 
while that is the case, I shall be equally deaf to 
the censure of Friends and Foes. But it is neces- 
sary that I should make the truth and justice of 
my publications appear to the world; and therefore^ 
nfter repeating what I inserted on the subjedl in my 
last paper, I shall lay before the public a very im- 
portant CERTIFICATE, which I have since re- 
ceived. 

The following two paragraphs and two let- 
ters appeared in Brown's paper of the 28th in- 
stai^t. 

Ahrming. — ^^ A most daring attempt was made 
last night, by the negroes and other passengers on 
board the vessels now at the Fort, from the Mole 
and Port-au-Prince, to force their way up to the 
city. They had taken the command from the 
officers of the vessErls, and were determined to 
proceed with the first tide up the river. It is 
impossible to foresee what would have been the 
consequences of their determination^ if the vigilant 
and praiseworthy conduct of the commanding 
officer of the Forr, and of Captain Decatur in 
the Delaware sloop of war, had not completely 
defeated their des^ign," 

" Mr. 
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" Mr. Brown, 

" It is hoped that the difficulty which was expe- 
rienced last night in jijiotcurihg a force sufficient to 
repel an attack, which '^ight have been dreadful 
in its consequences, will induce some immediate 
steps for securing us, against any emergency in fu- 
ture. We have nothing to fear, but A surprise — 
and effectual measures should be taken to secure lis 
against this, from any quarter.'* 

Yours, -4 . A. B. 

sap Josephus, Fort Mifflin. 
26th June, 1798. 

'' SIR, 

^^ DoAor Hall, has thismorningcommunicatedto 
us, the resolution of the board of health, respeft- 
ing passengers from the West Indies, I think it 
it would be highly proper for the governnienr, at 
this critical moment, not even to admit the landing 
of any French passengers whatever in the United 
States. There, no doubt, are some men of princi- 
ple among them ; but, be assured, that the far 
greatest part of these already arrived, are fully ripe 
for any turn which we may take with respedl to 
France. There has a great many gone to the 
southern states, and many were preparing to come 
with the next fleet. I think I should not be far 
wrong in saying, they will exceed 4000 souls, many 
without any funds, and some with a considerable 
number of slaves, that have all been trained to 
arms and have them with them, and attached to 
their master's interests. If any measure could be 

B 4 had 
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had, iFor sending them away, it would greatly add 
to the security of our country. \ 

^^ With esteem, 

^^ I am your obedient servant, 

'' DAVID PINKERTON." 

^' President of the Board 1 
of Health." J 

ExiraS tf a letter from Major Lewis Tousard, to 
the Secretary rf War^ dated tort Mifflin, June 
28, 1798. 

« SIR, 

** I have the honour of informing you, that yes- 
terday, ten o'clock in the evening, the resident 
Dodlor of the hospital of Pennsylvania came on 
purpose to give me the alarming information, that 
there existed a mutiny among the vessels in quaran- 
tine, now lying above the fort — that he thought in 
consequence of the report of four of the captains, it 
was proper to postone till this morning the order of 
the Governor of Pennsylvania to be made known to 
the convoy. The boat of the sloop of war, manned 
only with negroes, has been seen the whole day 
plying round all the other vessels which have ne- 
groes on board : they seem to have adopted be- 
tween them the most desperate measures, to the ex- 
ecution of which they are incited by their owners. 
There is tiow \jf\ these vessels between 250 and 300 
negroes, well arpiipd, trained to war, and saying 
they will land — they know no laws, and count their 
lives for nothing. Two of the pilots have left the 
vessels — one of them was so alarmed, that he is sick 
at the hospital. 
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** On this information J I immediately sent an 
officer to Captain Stephen Decatur, whose armed 
ship was at anchor below the fort, with a request of 
coming up with the tide^ and cast anchor on the 
north east side of the island, where 1 had no guns 
to direcSl upon the insurgents. During that time, 
with the assistance of the labourers, whose exer- 
tions I cannot but highly commend, I had two 
heavy pieces transported and mounted on that side. 
when the Delaware passed up, and went to anchor 
in the middle of the convoy ; she is no%v under 
way, and proceeds down, 

** As to oppose the landing of these negroes and 
their proceeding through the Jerseys with theii 
owners to Philadelphia, it is not in my power in the 
situation they lay above the fort, 1 have agreed 
with the doiflor, that he would order them this 
morning below and abreast of my battery— then I 
may watch their motions-*' 

Replj of the French Royalisis. 

a ^^^ |[^^ undersigned, captain, owner, and 
passengerSj of the armed ship Melfomkne, now 
forcibly detained in the river Delaware, Lind placed 
between the cannon of Fort Mifiiin, and those of 
the American sloop of war, the Delaware, hav- 
ing been injured and defamed by tlie falsehoods 
aud misrepresentations that have been circulated 
respetSting uSj and particularly by tbnsc contained 
in a letter from David Pinckehton to the Pre- 
sident of the board of health, and in an extract of 
a letter from Major Tousakd ro the Secretary at 
War, (both of which appeared in Brown*s Gazette of 
28th instant), we feel ourselves called upon,, as well 
for the sake of our reputaiion, as our interest, to 
give thereto an explicit and public reply. 

a We 
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" We therefore attest^ with the solemnity of arf] 
oathj that all the pretended fadts, stated in thd 
above-mentioned letters^ tkve falser groundless^ and 
mlumnhusy as far as relates to us ; that the truth is, 
we are all peaceable people and of good charafter, 
and that we all have fortunes more or less consi- 
derable, already lodged in the United StateB of 
America ; that we have besides sums on board more 
than sufficient to convince the government, that we 
are not vagabonds, and '^ without any funds ^'^ as 
has been asserted by the modest and generous David 
PxNCKERTON; the falschood of whosc assertion it 
is extremely easy for us to prove to the satis- 
fadlion of any persons who may be sent to verify 
the fa6t. 

" There are at this moment on board the ship, 
56 white passengers, of whom 29 are men, 16 
women, and 12 children; 55 negroes, of whom 
27 are men, 21 women, and seven children. AH 
the slaves have followed their owners from cboice^ 
and are, as David Pikckerton says " attached 
*^ to their master s interest ;" but not one cf them 
is armed^ nor is there one of them that ever bore 
iirms. 

" It is false also to say, that the greatest ,part of 
the crew are negroes ; there are but eight belong- 
ing to the crew of the ship. 

"We have submitted ourselves to the laws of the 
country, and so stridtly have we done this^ that the 
captain ordered several musquet shot to be fired at 
a boatj which attempted to carry a sailor from on 
board, contrary to the quarantine regulations, and 
this sailor is still detained on board, by order of the 
resident physician^ as are also the two Americans, 
who attempted to carry him on shore* 

" In reply to what Major Tousard asserts 
about our boatj " manned on/y icith negroes, ply- 
" ing round the other vessels^ &c-" We declare, 

that. 
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that, having convoyed four of the vessels now in 
this road, some of our passengers and oificers wished 
to speak with their acquaintances, on board two of 
those other vessels which were out of hearing ; that , 
for this innocent purpose, our boat was manned 
vfxxhfour negroes belonging to the crew, who row- 
ed her to the above-mentioned two vessels, and back 
again under the command of an officer and the cock- 
swain ; and we declare, that nothing was done con- 
trary to the quarantine regulations or to the stridl- 
est good order, and that no such thing as landing 
by force was either threatened, talked of, or con- 
templated. — And we further declare, that, during 
the passage, as well as during the quarantine, we 
have all continued in perfedl good understanding 
with each other, and also in perfect health. 

" With this statement of fafts before their eyes, 
we leave it to hospitable and aandid men to form 
their opinion of the treatment we have received ; 
to judge whether we have merited the calumny that 
has been heaped on us, and whether the keeping of 
us in awe required all the formidable warlike pre- 
paration of which Major Tousard has made such 
a pompous parade. . 

*' Signed, on hoard the Melpomene^ tits 2Qtb day of 
June, 1798. 

G. Majastre, Capt. P. Belhomme, 2d. Capt. 

L. Schrailt, Lieut. Martin, 2d. Lieut. 

Thalabert, 2d. Lieut. Forgues, Surgn. Major. 

G. Bujac, Owner. De Rouvray. 

Bcilin Veilleneuve. Bion. 

B. Darnaud, Senr. Darnaud, Junr. 

Jh. Icard. Bruix. 

Hugues (not the infamous Dupont. 

Dupont. Vi6tor) LonireL 

Long-Prc. G. Guilbert. 

La Fond. Frangois. 

Breare. Picard. 

Rommaint. Jac. Stellar. 
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DuChasteT. 
P. Hartmann. 
Le Feb V re. 
Siirkt, 



D. Hartmann. 
HaucL" 



[TAij, as far as relate J to the Shop of War^ Tinas' 
quite satisfaSorjf ; but^ there yet remained doubt as ts 
tie OTHER VESSELS, whicb doubt ^ I think musi^ in the 
opinion of candid mmij be done away by the following 
certificaie,'] 

'^ We the subscribers, masters and pilots on board 
the difFereiU vessels from the West Indies^, in 
quarantine at Fort MiiBinj 

" Do HEREBY CERTiFYj toall whom it may con- 
cern J that the Me3pomene's boat never %vent along 
side of any of the said vessels, to a f tempt to excite 
the negroes or enws of any of them to mutiny, and 
that a perfedl discipline and subordination hav? 
been kept among the crew and negroes; th? 
greatest harmony lias also prevailed among the pas- 
sengers ever since we have been on board; and 
raoreover^ we do certify, that no negroes have ap- 
feared to us to be armed, nor to have any hostile in- 
tentions, far from it; and that what has been writ- 
ten on these different siibjedtsj is false and malici- 
ous; in witness whereof we have signed the pre- 
sent, 

Jacob Coewell, pilot of the ship Melpomene, 
William PricEj pilot of the ship Fair Ame- 
rican, 
William Marshall, of the schooner Har- 
mony, 
Samujll Thomsons pilot of the schooner Mole 

Packet, 
Captain Jemeky^ of the brig James. 
J. P- Mares, Captain of the schooner Daurade, 

Thomas 
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Thomas CHiaHsiDE^ Captain of the brig 

Molly. 
jWiLLiAM CashmaNj of the Mole Packet- 
'John Brevo®r, of the ship Fair American, 

Fkaj^^cis RnuB Vj Captaia of the Mole Packet/* 

[NoWj let the candid reader compare this with 
the assertions in Pinkerton's letter, and in the 
account of the mutiny conveyed to Major Tou- 
sard, and on wliich account his information to the 
Secretary of War was founded* — Every assertion is 
proved to be without foundation, except as to the 
numbers on board. Who would not have sup* 
posed, th^t great part of the fmr t kousa/id pcTSOns, 
of whom PiKTiCERTON talksj were actually at the 
Fort ? The faft is (and a shaniieful fadl too), there 
ate, in allj whites and blacks, men, women, and 
children, no more than about 320 passengers. 
There is not a single negro artmdy and, upon an 
average, there is not more than on§ negro to every 
white master, or mistress I 

The reader will please to observe j that Pinker- 
Tox's letter^ as well as the account of the mutiny 
came from on board the ship JosepJius. The other 
Vessels had kin at the Fort^ till their quarantine 
was almost out, without exciting the least appre- 
hension, — ^When it is recollefted, that all the.^e 
people are RoyuUsls^ neither Pixkertox's letter, 
nor the importance given to it by Governor Miffi'm^ 
will need any explanation. 

As to the muliny^ I expeft very soon to be able 
to give a satisfa<5lory explanation of that ; in the 
mean time, I inform my readers, that I have this 
morning seen a letter from on board the Jose PHus,i 
written by Monsieur Debet, a very respedlable 
planter, in which he declares tlie report to be 
totally false ; and, when the. reader has cast his eyes 
over the number and sea or the passengers, I am 

inclined 
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inclined to think, he will not hesitate to believe 
him. — There are aboard the Josepbus, 

Whites. Blacks. 

8 Men .... 7 Men 
8 Women . . . 10 Women 
3 Children ... 3 Children 
Total 15 Men, 18 Women, and 6 Children. 
; — A truly formidable body to rise in mutiny ! ! 

I have also before me a certificate (of which 
I shall give a translation to-morrow), from on boardi 
the Mole Packet, signed by the captain, the 
pilot, and the passengers, which last consist of 
seven persons having three negro men, and one ne- 
gro woman in their service, making in all, eleven 
persons. This certificate gives a flat denial to tl^e 
reports of Pinkerton^ and also to those conveyed 
to Major Tousard. 

Before I dismiss this subject, I beg leave to make 
a remark or two, with respeA to the part I have 
taken in the business. 

When I published my observations at the bottom 
of the President's message, I had not seen a 
single soul, who was acquainted with the real state 
of the case ; but I very strongly suspedled that the 
Federal government was deceived ; and, I believe, 
my readers will now agree, that my suspicion was 
not without some foundation. 

It most certainly is very proper to pass a law, to 
guard the country against the efFedls of emigration^ 
already so fatally felt, and I think the law at present, 
before the House, an excellent one. I think the 
President ought to be the judge of the propriety, 
or impropriety of admitting cargoes of foreigners. 
But, let not falsehood and misrepresentation be re- 
sorted to, in order to induce him to adl with a ri- 
gour, 
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gbur, as foreign to his disposition as it is to the 
spirit of our benignant laws. 

The people on board, if they be wise, will not 
wish to remain her^. The name of Frenchman, is 
justly held in abhorrence. Their situation must be 
uncomfortable. It is impossible for the people here 
to discriminate. — ^But they ought to be suffered to 
land. They might be safely kept on the hospital 
island, till those who have affairs to settle, have 
settled them, and till the British Minister has pre- 
pared accommodations for their departure, under a 
safe convoy : and/ I repeat, that he does not do his 
duty, if he negledls to make such preparations with 
all possible dispatch.] 

The Bill, which was sent from the Senate, on 
the subjecSl: of these people, and other French Emi- 
grants, was yesterday (2d July) postponed in the 
House of Representatives, /;// the next Session of 
Congress. The people will, of course, be permitted 
to land. — ^The fadl is, both the Executive and Legi- 
slative branches of government, saw that they had 
been deceived, and it was very fortunate that they 
saw this in time. 

The following documents will enable the reader 
to trace the business to its source, and to fix his in- 
dignation on the proper objecfts. 

" TO Mr. WILLIAM COBBETT. 

" Fort Mifflin, July 2, 1 7g8. 
« SIR, 

" I request you to insert in your next paper the 
inclosed affidavit. 

"It is not as an answer to the numerous under- 
signers of the Royalists* reply : It is not an apology 

of 
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of my condu<^» which has been already approved 
by the head of the War Department ; it is not to re* 

fute the different falsehoods and misrepresentations, 
ivhen I have asserted nothing, but merely given an 
official report to the Secretary at War, of an infor* 
mation communicated tome by the Health Officer; 
and when they themselves confess the truth of their 
boat being manned by four Negroes going (con- 
^.trary to the laws of quarantine) to the other ships of 
the convoy : But it is to prove to the citizens of 
this commonwealth^ that the ofHcer to whom the 
Executive has committed the care of their tranquil- 
lity and security, in making all the formiJahle war- 
like preparanofis of ivhkb he has made such a pom- 
pmis paraihy did not indulge a groundless alarm, 
and has only done his duty^ and nothing but his 
duty. 

*' I am Sir, 

'^ Your humble servant, 
'' LEWIS TOUSARD, 

'^ Commandant, Forf M(0n.'* 



Siate Maridj IT th June, I7g8. 



SIR, 



" The doftor has this moment communicated to 
us, the orders of the governor, for not permitting 
any Frencli passengers to be landed from on board- 
We think it highly improper, that the passengers 
should be informed of it, as it may be produftive 
of serious consequences to the ship and crew, they 
having already shewn a disposition to be very 

troublesome 
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troublesome, and we aftually think dangerous. They 
have interfered with the captain s cleansing ibe shipj 
and encourage their negroes in their insolence to the 
captain and crew. 

-(Copy) 

" H. S. Kennedy^ 

Master of the Ship Joscphus. 

" B. Jones, jun. 

Supercargo Ship Josephus, 

'' DAVID PINKERTON, Passenger/', 

^' Captain William Jones ^ President \ 
of the Board of HeaUhr > 

Thus, we see, that the whole of this Mucb-a-da 
ahout Nothings is brought home to these three men^ 
and their coadjutors in the city. 

In consequence of the discovery of the tnith,^ 
an order has this morning been sent to His Excel- 
lency of Pennsylvania, for suffering the people to 
land without loss of time^ and without further in- 
convenience, — ^Every man of common humanity, 
must approve of the conduft of the Executive and 
Congress; but, that there may be no room for 
gainsaying, I subjoin the following account of the 
numbers of passengers. 



VOL, IX. 



Mek, 
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Melpomene 
Mole Packet 
Sch. Durade 



Happy Return |^^' 
Brig James i gi 
Fair American < g. 



f Whites, 2g 

\ Blacks, 27 

(Wh. 

IBI. 

(Wh. 

IBI. 



Josephus 



fWh. 
XBl. 



4 

1 

6 
4 
3 
1 
O 
6 
a 
2 
s 
7 



Total, 99 



Women, 

16 

21 

a 
3 
1 
3 
1 
I 
3 
7 
1 
3 
8 
10 

78 



Chii. 

13 

7 
1 

1 
O 
16 
1 
4 
3 
5 
1 
4 
3 
3 

61 



It appears then, that, in the whole, there are but 
338 persons, of which fiarful number, isg are 
•women and children ; and, of the 99 men, only 47 
are negroes /-;— Once more, I say, 'compare this with 
PiNKERTON, and the Governor's letters, and 
then doubt, if you can, the motives to which those 
letters ought to be ascribed. 

Quintessence of Rascality. 

The following paragraph, on the subjeft of the 
French Royalists, lately arrived here, is, I think, 
upon the whole, the most scandalous, insidious, 
base, and malicious, that ever I perused, even in 
an American Carmagnole Newspaper. 

** It would seem as if England and France could 
" never forgive us, for being an independent and 
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a happy people, and as we may presume, that 
Providence is on our side, we defy ?W their im- 
potent and impious attempts, to check his views, 
to lead us kindly by the hand to a state of inevi- 
table prosperity and happiness as yet unknown 
on earth. Previous to our revolution, the Bru 
thh Insulted us, by emptying all their cQudemned 
mtrvi^s on our shores^ — We supplicated in vain 
to prevent it, but mark the finger of Heaven — 
most of these very men entered into the American 
army\ ami the greater part of them perished^ fight ^ 
ing valiantly for the liter iy of America, But now 
that we are an independent nation, that they 
should presume to vomit upon our coast s, at this 
period the desperadoes of St. Domingo^ is an insult 
and an outrage which demaads prompt repara- 
tion. Many of the poor people are doubtless to 
be pitied — and it is inhuman and savage in the 
English, thus to abandon them to their fate ^ after 
having promised tliem by repeated proclamations, 
proteftion^ and support. How many instances of 
this kind were they not guilty of in this country^ 
during our revolution? How many proclamations 
did they not issue, for protedting our deluded 
tori^s of that day ? and van any man recoiled an 
instance of their fiilfiUing their proffered faith ? 
No ! It is therefore much to be desired, that we 
may wash our hands clear of being entangled la 
politics with such a faithless and corrupted nation. 
I wish to heaven all our treaties were broke, and 
all our ambassadors recalled, and that it would 
be made ilmlhfor ajiy fuhlic cliara^ier ^ to promote 
or propose treaties^ or alliance with a?iy European 
powers — How strangely is the scale reversed — we 
have always been accustomed to view Indians 
and Algerines, as a faithless, barbarous people. 
The event has proved to our cost, that they ar^ 
c 2 *' /i* 
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'^ ihe only people of virtue and honour^ with whom we 
** have made treaties^ 

Now^ reader, whose paper do you think this 
infamous paragraph is taken from ? — From Bache's^ 
Gkeenleaf'sj Buek's, or the O'Carey's ? — 
From neither, I assure you ; but from that of the 
polite ^ the prof amid ^ dLiid prophetical poliiician^^okK 
Web ST EB J Esq, and quack, who, no longer than 
about ten days ago, wrote a letter to the Congress 
CoiT, exhorting him to use his utmost efforts for 
correAlng the abuse of the press ! ! 

This sally of Noah's^ requires an observation or 
two. — It has hitherto been believed, by the world 
in general, that the hidepemieme of America, was 
atchieved by the valour and virtue of the j4mericans^ 
I must confess, that I saw it in this light; bur, 
Noah has kindly undeceived us, by attributing a 
very considerable portion of the glorious atchieve- 
ment to " the condemned convi^s^'' which Great 
Britain had emptied on these shores ! This circum- 
stance, if founded in fadl, makes a very material 
change in the relative charadters of Whig and 
Tory. — Thank ye, Noah, for this acknowledge- 
ment. If ever I hear you boast again of the part 
you afted in the revolutionary army, you will un- 
doubtedly think it a compliment, if I should re- 
mind you of your amiable and honest companions: 
nor will you, I trust, take it amiss, if I presume 
that you were led to associate together, from a con- 
geniality in principles J and a resemblance in your 
manners^ pursuits^ and adventures. 

Degrading as this acknowledgement is, however, 
Noah is responsible for it^ to his countrymen 
alone. It is what I have little to do with ; or, at 
least, I have much less to do with it than with the 
remaining part of the infamous paragraph, 

" Bat/' 



^ 
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** But/* (says he, heightening the tone of his 
compJaint) : " Butj now that we are an independent ' 
*^ nation, that they should presume to vomi^ upun 
*^ our coasts^ the desperadoes of St. Domingo^ is an 
*^ insult and an outrage, which demand prompt 
" reparation." — The French people, lately arriTed 
from St. DomingOj are people of the first respec- 
tability, both in point of charafter and fortune. 
They are no rebels; they faithfully adhered to 
their king, while their king reigned, and sooner 
than submit to the rule of his murderers, they 
abandoned their country for ever* — Far were they 
from being forced here by the British : they had 
their choice to go to any part of the British do- 
minions, or to those of any neutral power* They 
chose the United States, chiefly because many of 
them had already sent a considerable part of their* 
fortunes here before them. And these are the men, 
whom the vile Webster compares to *' condemned 
" convi^s^'' and whom he complains Great-Britain 
has " vomited on our coasts T Insolent wretch! 
there is not a white man, nor hardly a black man, 
amongst them, who would nor be degraded by 
comparison with him, — If some of these gentlemen 
should happen to go to New-York, the pedant's 
sallow hide may yet pay for his presumption. 

After abusing these people in so outi^geous a 
manner, the canting caitiff casts on them an eye of 
pity ; but, this is done for the express purpose of 
introducing abuse on Great Briiain^ still more out- 
rageous- He says it "is inhuman and savage in 
*' heij thus to abandon them to their fate." — I have 
before observed, that they had their choke with re- 
spedt to the place where they would go to. Their 
passage was paid by the British Government, and 
an armed vessel sent to defend them against the 
cut-throat republicans; and, besides this, if they 
had not been received in the United States, the 

c 3 British 
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British Minister stood ready to hire other vessels, 
and send them to any part of His Majesty's domi- 
nions that they chose to go tD, Was this abandon- 
ing them ? I fancy Noah would like very well to 
be abandoned in the same manner, with the fortune 
of one of the abandoned persons in his pocket. 

But, we perceive^ that all this is nothing more 
than an introduftion to an attack on the general 
charadler of the British nation, which, he says, 
fonsiantly abandoned her friends in ibis couniryy 
during the last war^ and he has the impudence to 
call her '* a faithless and corrupted nation^'^ and to 
ask, if " any man can reeoUe^ an instance of her fid^ 
^^ JiUing her prober ed faith f' — -The rascal deserve^ 
to have a red-hot wire run through his tongue for 
this. As to his impudent question, I would reply 
to it by another, and that is : " can any man recol- 
*^ letft an instance wherein Great Britain failed to 
*^ fulfil her promises to the very fullest extent /" — 
With respedl to her condufl towards the jimericair 
Loyalists^ that is a subject^ which I thought an 
American fPhig never would dare to touch upon. 
Her good faith, her generosity to those people 
oughtj of itself, to render her the admiration of the 
world. She gained nothing by them ; she was to* 
tally disappointed ; she lost a considerable portion 
of her dominions, and involved herself in a debt of 
fearful amount. All the world looked upon her as 
ruined by the unfortunate contest j yet she scorned 
to Ipt those suffer, who had remained faithful to 
her. They were paid for their losses to the last 
farthing, and, upon an average, they are, at this 
day, better off than they would have been, had 
they been Whigs in place of lories. I here might 
(and the base attack on my country would fully jus- 
tify me) compare the treatment the loyalists re- 
ceived from their King; I might compare the case 
pf fnep^ who were copipensated for their Ipsses to 
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the last farthingj who had excellent lands in abun- 
dance bestowed on them, who were allowed tools to 
begin their labours withj and three years provisions 
to feed them, till their land should repay their in- 
dustry; I might compare the lot of these people 
with that of those who fought the battles of the 
Congress, with that of the continental soldiers and 
other holders of certificates and fafer fmriey i bat 
thisj though I have ample provocation to do it 
myself, I shall leave to the pen of Noah Wbb- 

At a time when America sees herself deserted, 
despised^ and insulted by all her quondam frmtds ; 
When France is trampling upon her rights, robbing 
her in every quarter of the worlds and when the 
ports of Spam and Holland are an ever open recep- 
tacle for her pillaged property and manacled sea- 
men 5 and whcHj to all this, the conduit of Great 
Britain is so noble a contrast ; when she is fulfilling 
her engagements with the most scrupulous good 
laith, voluntarily lending every species of aid and 
prote<£tion to the commerce of this country, and 
when she is, in short, the only power on earth, by 
whom these states have been, and are, treated with 
respctfl, and by whom they can be defended from 
the fleets of their foes 1 at a time like this, what 
must be thought of the rancorous rascal, who calls 
her ^* a faiihiess and corrupted nation j* and who 
places her beneath the j^-y^^a of America, and the 
firates of Algiers ?— Ought he not to be looked 
upon as an agent of France ? — Ought he not 10 be 
detested by the people of this country? And, 
ought he not to be shunned as a viper by every 
native of the country on which he has attempted to 
cast such malicious and unprovoked slander ? — 
Blasted be the Bntun^ who continues, after this, to 
give his custom, or his countenance to this delamer 
of our nation ! Xet^ there wiU be such. There 

c 4 wiU 
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will be found rampant spaniel-like creatures, who 
will even crawl to the long-eared pedantic animal, 
and solicit another jerk from his insolent hoof — 
There was a time when every Briton felt for Britain 
as for himselfj made all her quarrels his own^ and 
knew no other friends than the friends of his coun- 
try ; but, that time is past ; the age of indifference 
and degeneracy has succeeded, and we now see 
Britons riding in the same coach, and dipping in 
the same dish^ with those who openly defame their 
parents and their country^ and who pray £ov their 
destruction* 




The Editor of a little dirty paper, called the 
*^ Bahinmre InieUi^encer,'* abuses me most terribly j 
in the very same number, he has nearly three whole 
senthnental pages on the cruelty of hanging a poor 
fellow /pr only robbing and shooting his own Father I 
— ^By this shall ye know a full blooded democrat i 
— he will smile at the murder of the innocent by 
thousands, but the death of the thief or the mur- 
derer never fails to soften his heart. Sympathy is ^ 
yery powerful passion. — Such is the democratic an- 
tipathy to ^gidlows^ that I have often observed the 
caitiffs, when tl^ey come near a tavern that has a 
gibbeted sign^ slink a|ong on the opposite side of 
the way, though at the g^me time famishing witl^ 
drought. 

So much for the " Baltimore InfelUgencer'^ 



Thave read Me. Hopkinson's address to the 
volunteers, and 1 think Mr. Hopkinson is a fine 
young man ; he is a firm friend to the government 
and to his country, and, in spite of family connec- 
tions and every other temptation to the contrary, 
he has constantly borne his testimony against the 
infernal principles of the Jacobins. — But, all this 
will not induce me to overlook the extreme vanity of 

his 
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\\\^ quoiing a line from bis own song y nor to approTe 
of \m presumption (to giv^e it the mildest term) in 
stigmatizing the whole European world as govern- 
ed by ** forrufied systems of policy J*^ — That part of 
the oration where he pledges bintself^ &c, &c* might 
have sounded well from General lVashmgton\ but I 
was very sorry to h^ar it from Mn H, 



Femak Toasting. — " After the usual celebration 
of the 4th of July, at Middletown, Conne6licuf, the 
ladies also, animated with the spirit of patriotism, 
and desirous to give a proof of their attacljment 
to the cause of their country, convened in the 
afternoon^ in the grove belonging to Capt- G. 
Starr, where a cold collation was provided for them, 
gnd the fpllowirig truly patriotic toasts were 
given : 

" 1st. The United States — May their sons ever ' 
continue brave and free, and their daughters vir* 
fuous and fair. 

'' 2d. Mrs, Adams — May she offer to the fair of 
America, a model of imitation worthy the virtues 
of the President of the United States. 

*' 3d, Mrs, Wa-shington — May we in her rver re- 
caltomind the valour, patriotism, and magnani- 
jnity of the hero who conducted us to freedom. 

"^Mth. Valour and Patriotism — May they ever be 
united, and their joint efforts proteA us from the 
yoke of foreign domination. 

" 5th. The Volunteers of America — May the 
spirit which animates them in the cause of freedom, 
incite them to adtionsworthy of the principle which 
actuates them* 

" Gth. The Daughters of America — May their ap- 
plausive smiles reward the patriotic youth who step 

forward 
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forward in defence of their country, and their 
frowns appal the traitor or coward who dares to be- 
tray or desert it, 

** A number of gentlemen having joined them^ they 
afterwards formed themselves into a processionj con- 
dudVed by the two eldest of the ladies present, and 
followed by the gentlemen, proceeded through the 
principal street^ to a liberty tree ere<5ied near the 
churtrh, displaying a board, representing a divided 
serpent J on the point of being devoured by a dra- 
gon, with this motto : '' Unite or Die/* The sight 
of this device, though in some places nearly effaced 
by tinie, recalled forcibly to every mind the glorious 
era of 76; when the same board was first display- 
ed. Such examples are truly worthy of imitation; 
when the fair exhibit such a spirit in their country's 
cause, who that is not a recreantj but would blush 
to remain inactive." 

I dpn't like this. It Is too much in the bacchana- 
lian sVfle. When a woman has swallowed six ghsses 

of good Madeira^ she is fit for mij (bing, 

The rn^eting in ike Grove wo js another bacchanna- 
lian trait ; and then, when they were got warm, 
hcing Jtf'ined by a number of gentiemen seems to com- 
plete the affair. I remember nothing like it in any 
civilize^d country^ either in ancient or modern times* 
Chaucer tells us of companies of knights and 
damselB meeting in the woods and on the lawns, 
for various purposes ; but never did the ladies of 
those gallant times preface the business by a drinking 
huL i am persuaded, that neither Mrs- Adams, 
nor Ml s. Washington will feel themselves much 
honourt d by the clumsy compliments of these to- 
ping d(;mes, whose ridiculous behaviour on this 
occasioio, willj I am sure^ never meet with the ap^ 
probation of any sensible mauj nor of any modest 
*nd scjjer woman. 

NOAH 



A 
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NOAH WEBSTER. 

^' And e'en in pen nance planning sins anew/' 



FOPE. 



My readers saw^ some few days ago, a very strU 
king instance of the malicious dispositioo of this 
despicable creature, in an infamous paragraph which. 
I quoted from hi^ paper. I ha%-e now to tell them, 
and 1 do it with great pleasure, that that pa- 
ragraph produced a proper efteft at NewYaik; 
that isj it produced a a 'very constderabk reduction in 
the numhr of poor IfoaFs subscriber s. The wretch, 
who was deaf to the voice of truth and justice^ list- 
ened to that of ifa&rest. He was alarmed at the 
influx of those who wished to be relieved from his 
trash ; and the next day, he made a poor shuffling 
excuse. This did not, bowevefj answer his pur* 
pose, he therefore recommenced his atrocious slan- 
der, before xh^ fenifeni confession of his sins was 
hardly washed from his lips. 

This new slander he introduces by an essay on 
the ^^ savage violence of party spirit." Aft^r 
paying a sort of left handed compliment to the 
people of England, in the true French style, he 
proceeds as follows. 

" // is said the government is wicked and iyranni' 
caL This is in a degre^^ true ; but a man must bo an 
idiot to suppose a French invasion will remedy the 
eviL If the English should resist successfully the 
, attempts of France, that success must be purcha- 
I sed with infinite blood, treasure, and public and 
I private miseries. If France should conquer, the 
I misery of the inhabitanis would be intolerable.--^ 
I The island would be in part abandoned^ — and the 
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people that should remain would lose their industry 

and arts — capital and industry would vanish — and 
England would be little better than a sancj heap. 
To this country, as well as to Europe in general, such 
an event would be a fatal catastrophe and barbarous 
must be the man who can wish for it. 

^^ There is noone point in which men are so much 
deceived as in supposing thai revenge is satisfaction^ 
It replaces no loss of property — it indemnifies for 
no loss of happiness — It is impossible for an Ame- 
rican to read the Cannibars Progress, published by 
Porcupinej without emotions of horror. That 
wretch^ however, should have been the last to pub- 
lish in this country^ the horrid accounts of the 
French barbarities in Germany, because it calls to 
recolleftion similar cruelties perpetrated in our 
country by his fellow soldiers — the violations of 
women — the murder of Mr. Caldwell and lady, 
aad the hecatombs of Americans that perished in 
the Jersey prison ship, 

'* But whatever mayhave been theconduflof one 
nation or another, it is barbarous and savage to 
wish to see similar cruelties committed, even oa 
the perpetrators. No man of one spark of hu- 
nianity can desire to see one nation^ whose soldiers 
have been guilty of such outrages, ddivered over 
to similar calamities, for in the first place it is rare 
indeed that the guilty persons can be found and 
punished — the evil usually falls on the innocent. 
In the second place, the sufferings of a nation by 
way of revenge never atone for the evils intended 
to be revenged. There can be no reimbursement 
for pain. The original evil remains in all its force ; 
revenge may double the miseries of life^ but never 
can alleviate them, 

" The wish and the endeavour of a good citizen, 
is to put a stop to evils — not to revenge them." 

Thus, 




■ 
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' Thus, you see J the spiteful viper's great objeft 
is, io keep alive a haired Bgainst Great Britain, — 
These paragraphs of his drew forth the following 
in the New York Gazetle, 

*^ Messrs. McLean and Long ^ 

*^ It is the request of a number of citizens, that 
you publish the enclosed to morrow, 

*^ Several very ill-timed pieces, having lately ap- 
peared in th^ Cmnmercial Advertiser ^ with reflec- 
tions upon a nation with whom we are connected 
by a friendly treaty, and both countries being as- 
sailed by the same unjust ^ ferocious and mphzcable 
enemy, render every thing of the kind, if not 
wicked, at least imprudent. Here rebuke should 
have stopped ; bur, upon reading that paper of last 
evening, a falsehood was advanced, which loudly 
calls for investigation ; it says, 

" It is impossible for an American to read the 
Cannibars Progress, published by Porcupine, with- 
out emotions of horror : That wretch, however, 
should have been the last to publish in this coun- 
try, the horrid accounts of the French barbarities 
in Germany, because it calls to recollecftion similar 
cruelties perpetrated in our country by his fellow 
soldiers — the violations of women, the murder of 
Mr, Caldwell and lady, and the hecatombs of 
Americans, that perished in the Jersey prison 
ship." 

'^ Now, this assertion is a direct perversion of the 
truths and in testimony whereof take the following 
extradls, without any comment, leaving Mr, Web- 
ster to the disse(rtion of Porcupine himself, 

" Elizabeth Town^ June 10^ 1780. 

" Mrs. Caldwell had the misfortune to be shot 
by a random ball. What heigluens the singularity 
of this lady's unhappy fate, is, that upon enquiry. 

It 
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it appears beyond a doubt, the shot was fired by 
the Americans themselves, as it entered the side of 
the house from their diredtion, and lodged in the 
wall nearest to the troops then advancing.'^ 

''New York, Nov,28y 178I. 
*^ Last Saturday^ the Rev, Mr. Caldwell, mini- 
ster of the dissenting congregation at Elizabeth 
Town, was shot dead, without any provocation, at 
the point, by one of the American twelve month's 
men. The Coroner's inquest brought a verdidl of 
wilful murder against Jiim/' 

*^ If this authority should be questioned by the 
editor of the Commercial Advertiser, hundreds of 
itizens can attest the fadl, 

" CANDIDUS,*" 

Candidus is very kind in leaving Noah to my 
dissection. Why had he not gone through the 
stinking job himself? — With respcdl to the British 
army committing *' cruelties similar to those re- 
*' corded in the CannibaTs Progress" the charge is 
so false, so calumnious and infamous, as to merit 
universal execration, fFhm and where did the 
" vioJaHons of womerr take place, by the Brkish 
soldiers ? Who were these women ? The whole is 
a lie, hatched by Webster, and wretches like him- 
self* — The affair of Mr, Caldwell and his wife is 
placed in the true light by Candidus; and, as for 
the tale about the Jersey Prison Ship^ it was once a 
popular^ but is now an exploded lie. 

A base creature (Noah himself, I dare say) in 
the New York Gazette of yesterday, publishes a 
coniradidtion toCAwniDus, from Gordon's His- 
tory of the American War. What did Gordqh 
know about the matter ? Was be on the spot ? Was 
he not a vile, vicious Calvinist, who wrote to hu- 
mour a disaffe<£lcd SICT in Great Britain, and who 

sought 
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sought for nothing but accusations against the Bri- 
tish government and the British army. When the 
people of America will allow Bache to be quoted 
for fafls relative to the condu6l of the Federal 
Government^ then will I abide by what Gordoh 
sa3rs of the conduft of the British army* 

But here Webster and his clan play a very deep aa 
well as a very cowardly game- They know I could re- 
ialiaU most amply; they know there are o/^^rxei^rrfj 
to be resorted to besides Ramsey andGoKooN ; but 
they know, that to have recourse to them^ to pub- 
lish a comiant catalogue of crimes^ would be to ex- 
pose the publisher to every thing that can be con- 
ceived hostile to his interests and to his cause. To 
draw me into details of this sort is one of Noah's 
principal objefts; but he will fail ; for though I do 
not fear to fight such a cock on his own dunghill, 
the triumph over him in a like conflitfV, would be a 
gratification to the French fadlionj of whose in* 
te rests he is a disguised promoter. 

The more I see of Noah's conduft at this critical 
junilurcj ^thc more I aai convinced that he is a tool 
in the service of sans-culottism* He cries aloud 
sometimes against the French ; but, he takes good 
care to endeavour to damp ihe spirii of the cotmiry, 
to espouse every measure of iielay^ to sow the seeds 
of discord J by reviving that old term of reproach 
Tory^ and to produce a breach, if possible, with 
Great Britain^ hy abusing her government, revi- 
ling her maritime commanders, and calling her 
king ^' liiile be Her than an idUt'^ — What can 
France desire more, in the most zealous and costly 
of her partisans ? An undisguised tool cannot serve 

Lher half so efFedtually, Few persons, except those 
who are totally devoted to France, will listen to 
Bache or Gee en leaf ; whereas Noah may, and 
doeSj obtain a hearing, and makes many converts to 
the cause. In the manufadtory of Sans Culottes, 
Nqar 
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Noah is the first artizan j he takes them in the 
rough materia] and shapens them to the hand of 
BachEj Greenleaf^ &c. who finish them off, 
and send them into the world fit for service* 



Fram Browns Paper. — ^" When we view the 
" decline of the French interest in this country, 
" and the rapid progress AMERICANISM is 
*' making — \V hen we see piirty spirit receding^ and 
" />W;/iV j/?iri/ stepping forward^ in the most for- 
*' midable phalanxes — When we contemplate on 
*^ all thiSj must not the conclusion be, that Ame-* 
'^ ricans arc determined to preserve inviolate their 
*' Sovereignly? That foreign influence of every 
" kind is fast hastening to an exit? And that we are 
" resolved to support our Naiim^l Dignhy^ at the 
" risk of our lortunesj our lives^ and of every 
*' tender connedlion?*' 

When Brown was enumerating the signs of this 
happy change^ how came he to omit mentioning 
his own paper? — "When," he might have said, 
" we see this very gazette, the leaves of which I 
" am now blackening, tack about like the French 
*^ at die sight of the British flagj or like a demo- 
** crat at the sight of a constable ; when we sec 
" this same vehicles which, but a very little while 
" ago, sang the praises of the French^ justified all 
" their perfidiousness. cruelty, and impiety ; which 
" put Marat upon a level with Jesus Christ, 
" which laid aside the word ''' FeJeral^^ asagai- 
" ment growing out of fashion^ and which, but 
" the other day, espoused the cause of Israel Israel, 
" and libelled the committee of the Senate who 
" annulled his election ; when we see a gazette like 
" this joining in the cry against the Fremb and their 
** facfion^ it is a certain proof, that^ — the chink is no 
" longer to h gotten by siding with them'' — All this 

Bkowit 
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Brown mi;; lit have said, without being chargeable 
with vanity or exaggeration ; andj if iiia false »/«?- 
desiy prevents him from doing himself jus tice^ there 
is so much the more reason for his receiving it at 
the hands of his neighbours. 



^noiber Exiracifrom Btowfi. — ^ It must be grate- 
ful to the feelings of every friend to his countryj 
10 observe even /Aose who have long been in the 
kmhiis of looking upon every prouf of American 
worth wit/j a Jealous eyt'j obliged noEwithsranding, 
to render tlietr tribute of applause 10 one of the 
greatest charat^cr 3 that this, or perhaps any other 
country has evi^r produced. The authors of the 
Analytical Re vie w, in their retrospefl of the 
adiive world for the year 17y6, thud express them- 
selves : — 

^ This year General Washington, the 
greatest of cotemporary men, as Catharine was 
of cotemporary sovereigns, resigned the presiden* 
cy of the American States. Having rescued hia 
country from the tyranny of the English govern- 
ment^ and restored it, by a commercial treaty^ to 
an amicable connection with the British nation, 
he voluntarily retired from povver^ after giving 
the most profound instruction and advice respedV 
ing Union, Virtue, Liberty and Happiness^ be- 
tween all of which there was a close connecStionj 
witkthc mostartknt prayers for the prosperity 
and peace of America. Inhere is nothing in pro- 
fane liistory to which this sublime address can be 
compared. In our sacred scriptures we find a 
parallel in that recapitulation of the divine in- 
structions and commandSj which the legislator of 
the Jews made, in the bearing of Israel, when they 
were about to pass the Jordan." 

[See liivicwfor Jan, 17g7*] 

vox. IX. B The 
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The choice of this extraftj with the introdu6lcHj 

ry remark on it, is an instance, among thousands,^ 
that daily appear^ of the gross ignorance that pre- 
sides over the American press. ^ — Br own, poor in* 
nocent, knows nothing of the work from which the 
extraft is taken ; nay, I much question, if he 
knows what a review is, any further than that it 
is a pretty thick odtavo pamphlet, within a blue 
cover It is some soft- brained correspondent who 
has sent him this, without perceiving, I dare say, 
that instead ofa panegyric on Geneeal Washing- 
ton, it is really a most cruel libel on his charaifter 
and hiscondutftp 

lie says, these Reviews " have hng been in the 
*^ habit of looking upon every proof of jimerkan 
*' ivorth with a jealous eye r — Who told him this 
lie ? They are a set of factious se^ftarians, republic 
cttm in principle, and, of course, encQiies of the 
British Monarchy, though born and bred under its 
fostering wings. They have uniformly espoused 
the cause of France, against their own country, and, 
since the French have openly iVncovered their hostility 
to America^ these very Reviewers have as uniformly 
espoused the French cause against her also. They 
art; a set of scoundrels sold to France, at present j 
and their sole objedl is to destroy the Church and 
State in Great Britain. — They^ jealous of American 
worth ! — On the contrary, they ever have, till 
lately, sung the praises of the Americans, and their 
government; not because they loved, or admired 
either; but merely because the former had ove- 
turned the British government in this country, and 
had raised the latter on its ruins, 

*' Having rescued his country from the tyrannv 
*' of ihe British Government'* — It was to introduce 
thrii vile slander on the British Government, that 
they undertook an eulogy on General Washington 
and his farewell address i and Brown's correspon- 

dent 
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dent will excuse me, if I think^ that it was with a 
view equally maliciouSs though not quite so unna- 
tural, that he conveyed the extraft to this stupid 
news-monger. 



Boston, July 1 2. 

French Barbatiiy tmequalkd^^^^t, Samuel. 
Prince who arrived in town yesterday from Basse- 
terre (Guad.) via Salem^ has communicated the fol- 
lowing particulars of a transaction, which must- 
rouse the indignation, and interest the feelings of 
every American, 

Capt. Ebenezer Smith, of the armed ship Hun- 
ter of this place, bound for Martinique^ in lat. 14, 
3S, fell in wiih a French privateer schooner of 8 
guns and 80 men, who after hailing Capt. S. and 
demanding him to come on board with his papers, 
was replied by Capt, S. that he was willing to see 
them on board and exhibit his papers ; but that he 
was engaged in a lawful trade, and being armed 
would suffer no other interruption. 

The privateer then immediately fired, and re- 
peated it both with cannon and musquetry, until 
she got nearly abreast of the ship, when, unfortu- 
nately, at (he moment Capt. Smith was giving orders 
to point the guns and fire into the privateer, which 
was executed in part with effeft, he was wounded 
JO the groin, and fell to the deck ; this unhappy 
circumstance created confusion on board the sliip, 
the helmsman quitted his station, the vessel fell oiF, 
and the privateer instantly laid along side and 
boarded: previous to this Mn Stafford the boat- 
swain v(ras killed, the mate and Mr- David Bradlee 
a passenger wounded. 

Here commenced a scene, which would have 
disgraced savages, Capt. Smith, wounded as he 
was, lying bleeding in the passage way^ was assaulted,^ 

D 2 ' and 
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his head a cap ofUherij^ (but by niistakej its colour 
was whiSe) and round his neck^ a bandhrcblefy very 
much resembling the belt of a Cordelier friar^ one 
corner of which hung almost down to his shoes. 
They walked, like two philosophers, with their 
eyes nailed to the ground, and their hands behind 
them. So anxious were they to observe this last- 
mentioned singularity, that they had ordered their 
attendants to tie their hands in this awkward posi- 
tion, and they were absolutely tied with cords. 

In this posrure, and in this costume^ they both 
mounted into a charetie^ a vehicle very much re- 
sembling a cart, which being placed at the head, 
the procession moved on, with slow pace, and so- 
lemn music, towards the altar of equality ^ which 
had been erefted for the purpose, at the distance of 
about a quarter of a mile from the town. It was 
of very simple construction, consisting of two per- 
pendicular posts, placed at about eight feet from 
each other, exactly of et^iml height, and having a 
bar going from the top of one to the top of the 
other, as thus : 
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Arrived here^ the cart moved under the bar, and 
the two adepts began to prepare for the exhibition 
of the great and inevitable consummation of demo- 
cracy. After much very edifying advice to the 
audiencej the master of the ceremonies tied the 
long corner of each of their cravats round the bar; 
the cart moved on, and left them in a situation, to 
which they had all their lives been aspiring, and 
at which, it is devoutly to be wished, every one of 
their brethren will arrive. 



I have to-day seen a sight, almost as delightful to 
my eyes, as would be that of my parents, and that 
ii, THE French flag hanging reversed 

UNDER THAT OP AmERICA 1 ^ThuS, it is HOW 

exhibited in the Delaware, opposite the houses of 

those merchants, and amidst those sailors, who 
have been so long the sport of the rapacity and 
savageness of the cut-throat carmagnoles. — My 
God ] how must the insolent despots of Paris be 
stung when they hear of this [ . ' 




From the New York Gazette. — Gentlemen, I was 
in the belief, that the scurrilous abuse of the ca- 
Jumniators of Great Britain, would have been con- 
fined in the channel of the Commercial jidverfiscr^ 
but, I acknowledge myself disappointed, when I 
see productions of the same nature get admittance 
into your paper; I here allude to a piece of Mon- 
day, under the signature of *^ a real American/' 

From its stupidity, it should have passed unno- 
ticed ; but, the malignant spirit with which it 
breathes, required some animadversions. 

This author '* presumes that my intention in re- 
buking WEBSTER, was, least his reflections might 
o 4 impede 



40 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. ~ 

impede tlie eondusion of a treaty with Great Britain, 

ofFensiye and defensive/' 

This would imply, that such a treaty had been 
cither in agitation^ or conteiTiplation ; but if such 
a thing has been, or is to be^ it lies nor within the 
reach of my knowledge : — your correspondent seems 
to dread an event of this kind. However, [ will 
case his mind by a conjecture of my own ; that is^ 
as Great Britain has, for three hundred years past, 
been jo ^/V, and yet so sore with offenshi and defen- 
sive comteSions^ it is not likely she will venture into 
an alliance with a?i)> power whatever. 

I hope, however, that she will see it her interesi 
(with our own exertions) to protect us against the 
common enemy of mankind,— the ambitious^ bloody 
and implacable French, 

This real Amerkan^ as he calls himself, blames 
me for saying, that the assertion in the Commercial 
jidveriiser^ is a diriS perversion of the truth. 
Gracious God ! is it not ? He does not even him- 
self pretend to deny, that the nnymer and cause of 
the death of Mr. Caldwell, call it murder^ or what 
you will, was accomplished by a shot from the 
musket of a Cetitmei in the ylmaiaut mmj — ^every 
body knows it, and IVehter is ike only person I ever 
heard fix it on the British. 

Your correspondent brings forward Gordon as 
his oracle, to prove that Mrs. Caldwell was killed 
by the English — a good and faithful historian refers 
you to his authorities, but this felljw gives you no 
more than his own ipse dixit ; and I would as soon 
appeal to his record for either sense or truth, as 
consult the vapid page of DoSar JJ'ehster^ for ^ 
recipe to cure the yeliow fever. The truth is, Mrs* 
Caldwell was killed by a random shot, and under- 
stood to have come from the American side — the 
ball went through tlie house, and not from a sol- 
dier witliin^ as asserted by Gordon. This is not 

only 
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only general oral communication, but information I 
received from a gentleman of known honour and 
veracity, who was on the spot at the time i indeed 
the lady's connedlions^ I am told, confirm the 
same account 

The ri'al ^fmrican asks from what authority I 
took the extrafts. [ then have to tell him, they 
were taken 'uerlmtim & iiterarim^ from New-York 
papers of the dates which are affixed to them. But 
were I to admit (which I never shall do) that the 
British really had committed the cruelties laid to 
their charge; such things %ve know are often in- 
separable from a state of civil warfare^ and what 
the best regulated and disciplined armies cannot 
always avoid. But let me ask a few questions. 

Should the dire and malignant spirit of resent- 
ment never sleep ? Can rancour, and revillngj re* 
cal the flight of tlme^ or reanimate the dead ? Can 
forcing recolledlion, and remembrance upon the 
mind, ease the painful feelings of surviving friends 
and relations ? What then can Mr. Websterj and 
your correspondent mean, by conjuring up evils 
that never did exist ; or, if they did exists were now 
forgotten ? Is it to palliate the horrid cruelties of 
the French ? Is is to inspire revenge against a set of 
men with whom we are^ and indped ought to be, 
in friendship ? If these are their motives, they are 
only soch as should be cherished and avowed by 
Democrats and Devils. 

CANDIDUS. 



Who can read tins without execrating the 
wretch Web stem ? Thank God, he has got his 
match, at any rate. — We are no longer to be slan- 
dered by such rancorous villains, without reaentmg 
the abominable outrage ,— The voice of America 
cries shame on the miscreants, 

Nmh 
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Ifeah fPehsUr, — I ought to beg pardon of ray 
' readers, for so often raking up their rime with this 
contemptible creature ; but the last instance of 
his meanness and malice, forms too appropriate a 
sequel to his former conduftj not to be noticed in 
this gazette, which, whatever may be its merits in 
other respeils, is cenainly entitled to public thanki, 
for having pulled the mask from the phiz of this 
political hypocrite. 

The slander, as spitefiil as unprovoked, which 
he has, for a long time past^ been in the habit of 
pouring out on the Briiisb naiiony at last disgusted 
his readers to such a degree^ that great numbers of 
them withdrew their subscriptions. This circum- 
stance brought from him tde following letter, ad- 
dressed to whom^ think you ? Why, to Ms 

partner ! !- — There was but another small step want- 
ing, to render the farce complete^^ — he should have 
addressed it to himself. Here it is, 

^' Mn Hopkins, I understand that a paragraph 
or two in the Commercial Advertiser, have occa- 
sioned some resentment among English gentlemen 
and their particular friends, and that a few af them 
have discontinued their papers, and others threaten- 
ed to do the same. As all such menaces are consi- 
dered as unwarrantable attempts to influence and 
control an independent v^w^^riV^^w press^ you will not 
only discontinue the papers requested, but those 
of subscribers who ihreattn to withdraw their 
names, and never to permit them to renew their 
' Bubscriptions. 

/ ha'ue never written^ nltEred^ or puhUsked a 

[disrespe^fui word^ concernwg the British nation \ 

[-and, I understand, that the communication which 

has occasioned such a resentment, was inserted by 

you, on a cursory reading, without adverting to 

its calumny. I regret ihis, because its contents 

are 
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arc not truCj and nothing gives me more pain, than 

to see a niisrepresentation in the paper. I have 
ever considered the British government as having 
been remarkably attentive to the royalists who put 
themselves under its protcftion, and as having 
made them most liberal indemnification for their 
losses. Nor is it true, that the nation is faithless ^ 
as the paragraph asserts. It is not true of any 
nation. The mass of people, In all countries, oc- 
cupied in their work-shops, their counting houses, 
and on their farms, are honest and virtuous, 

** I know no disposition in this country, among 
the friends of our governmenrj to open the wounds 
inflicfted by our revolution war, unless it is excited 
by the unmerited slander and calumny which con- 
tinually issues from the press of Porcupine, against 
many of the most respectable Amencan citizens, 
and the best supporters ot our government. If any 
hostile feelings exist against the Englisli, it is prin- 
cipally owing to the countenance they give to that 
scurrility — and it is very possible, that it may raise 
a ferment which will not be easily extinguished, — 
Put you will be careful to avoid inserting illiberal 
reflexions personal and naiimml\ at the same time, 
to resent, with becoming spirir, any attempts to 
control the freedom of the press, 

'' NOAH WEBSTER, jun/' 

There are three distinguishing features in this 
address^ rumour^ impudent falsehood ^ and basemss^ 
of ivhich it is difficult to point out the most pro- 
minent. 

In the two offensive publications^ which gave 
rise 10 this penitent letter. Great Britain was abused 
merely for the sake of belying and abusing me : 
the same malignant disposition is evident in this. 
The wretch is viper enough to hint, that, unless I 
abstain from attacking him and his clan, " the 
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wounds infli<5led by the revDlution,'' shall be again 
torn open ! Is nor this candid ? When did I makel 
the vile slander that has been heaped on me^ aa 
excuse for attacking the people of America ? Poor, 
impotent wretch ! Does he imagine that I am to 
be deterred from censuring him, from answering 
his atrocious slander^ kst those wounds should be 
opened afresh ? Let them be opened. I ha%^e no 
fear of the issue. I am far from wishing to begin : 
1 always avoid it with extreme care ; but I am not 
to stand by and hear the country that gave me 
birth, calumniated, and hold my tongue, lest 
Noah Webster should revive the History of 
the American Revolution^ and tell certain hob- 
goblin lies of the British army. Let him begin: 
he shall proceed without interruption from me ; 
for, I repeatj again and again, he shall never draw 
me into a quarrel with the people of America. This 
is what he wants to do, and ihis he shall nevec 
accomplish- 

" I have never written, uttered, or published^ a 
** disrespectful word concerning the British fia- 
" tion."" — Mean, shuffling feilow ! Was it not dis- 
respeftful to compare the Britisli army to the he- 
roes of the '* Cannibal^ Progress,'* and to 
quote, as an instance, one of the most scandalous 
and abominable falsehoods that ever was put on 
paper by a partial historian ? Was it not disrespect- 
ful to say, that the British government was "£>/'- 
'* presshe and iyrannkuii'^^ Was it not disrespetft* 
ful to lump the King of Great Britain amongst the 
uliot princes of Europe ^^ — No, no ; Websteb gets 
rid of all this, and ten times more that he has said 
on the government of Great Britain, executive and 
legislative, civil and mihtary ; he shuffles out of 
all,-by saying that he never slandered the '* natim^^ 
that isj '* ths mass of the people" This is a true 

French 
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Frencli distititSton \ a separation of ihe government 
from tkepeopk'^ Bur, wretch, wretch, are not the 
army aad navy composed of Britons ? arc not the 
parliament and the ministry also composed of 
' Britons ? aad is not the King a Briton ? And in abu- 
sing all these, all that gives union, strength, aifti- 
viiy, chai^acter, consequence, and even existence to 
the British nation; in abusing and vilifying all 
these, do you notj I say, abuse the Driihh nation? 
Like a true French philusopher, the obje6l of your 
praises is, ^' the mass of the people in all countries/ 
" occupied in their workshops, their counting 
" houses, and on their farms," These are allvk- 
tuous and honest. In one of your late insolent at- 
tacks on the British nation, you graciously conde- 
scended to allow, that *^ amongst the ciihens m the 
** heart of the country, there is a^ much kospituUiy as 
" is to be found any where/* Who told you su, you 
demagogue coxcomb r And who told you to call the 
subjedVs of the King of Great Britain cui^ens? Go ; 
only go to the little parish where I was born, and 
call my old playmates cifizens^ and see how soon 
they will bosfituhly furnish you with a pair of black 
eyes or a cross-buttock* ^ihiV, thank Heaven ! are 
yet uncorrupted by your new tangled cant. 

Webst&b, do you know what the close 
of the last paragraph has put me in mind of? 
Why, 1 was thinking, how the rustics in my coun- 
try would stare, if I were to take you home, just 
as you stand, and tell them that you are a 'Squire. 
I absolutely would give fifty pounds to have you as 
a show for three month'i ; for, you must know^ the 
'SauiRES in my country bear no earthly resem- 
blance to you, 1 am confident, hospUable as they 
are, you would not get admittance to dine even 
with their footmen, unless your medical abilities 
might ingratiate you with some of the tmforiunate 
members of this party-coloured iribe, 

A±[er this digression, let us return to the penitent 
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kttcT- — It is the first instance, I believe, of a man^s 

setting down and gravely giving the lie to his own 
publieations. Not indiretfHy^ or by way of apology, 
but by directly and flatly contradicting himself; 
disputing with himself, point by point, and finally 
proving himself to be a most gross calumniator, a 
great fool, and a barefaced liar.— As to the silly 
puft^ about suppoTUng the freedom of the press, it 
IS too palpable, too contemptible to bestow a 
Jaugh on- 

Amidst all this, what a precious figure Mn Hop- 
kins cuts ! Poor devil 1 To be toad-eater to Noah 
WfiBSTER, jun* Esq. is, I think, a blessed birth in- 
deed ! The types that such a man handles must be 
impregnated with baseness. I should think that 
his touch would convert gold into copper, or 
even into lead. — And is it for such creatures as these 
to talk of supporting ^* the freedom of an American 
*' press'\ — I turn from tliem with loathing, and beg 
pardon of my .readers for so long detaining their 
attention on objects so disgustmg, 

Tke following letter will speak for itielf and 
will^ douhthss^ be aitentively compared with Web- 
STEii spemSenfial leiter^ on which I have commented 
in this days Gazette, The ktier was received by 
ihis days mail^ and the author s name, iV, as he 
states^ in my possession. 

*^ Mr. Cobbett, 

'* When wilful falsehoods are maliciously pub- 
lished, defaming the charatfter of a brave and ge- 
nerous nation, for the purpose (to give it the best 
construftion) of gratifying the spleen of an indi- 
vidual, it becomes the duty of every friend to truth 
and jusiici^j as far as lays in hia power, to remove j 
the injurious impression. 

*' Though 
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** Though extremely averse to political disputes, 
those reasons compel me to assert (in con tradition 
to Mr. Webster's repeated publications) that to my 
certain knowledge the British had no concern what- 
ever in the death of the Rev. Mr* Caldwell, and 
that he was a<Stually shot by an American sentinel 
or soldier, at Elizabeth Town Pointj attempting 
to take a parcel of tea on shore from a flag of 
truce* 

" The publication of this falsehood respecting 
Mr. Caldwell's death is perhaps more extensive than 
you are apprized of. In Mr. Webster^s American 
Seleflion of Lessons to improve the minds ^nA refine 
the taste of youth, as also to instruct them in His- 
tory and PqUHcs^ page 130, he informs the 
rising generation, that "in the summer of 178O, 
'^ the British troops made frequent incursions 
*^ froiTi New York into the Jerseys, ravaging and 
** plupdering the country. In some of these de- 
" scents, the Rev. Mr, Caldwell^ a respeftablc 
*^ clergyman, and warm patriot, and his lady, 
*^ were inhumanely murdered by the savage sol- 
*^ diery/' How far this may refine the taste of 
the American youth^ is not at present the question ; 
it is more in point to iDquire, whether such publi- 
cations, diitated under the influence of prejudice 
and ignorance, is likely to improve their mindSj or 
make them sound politicians. 

"The remoteness of my situation, and the busy 
occupation of a farmer, prevented me observing 
those late publicarionsof Mr. Webster^ and giving 
you this information sooner. You are at liberty to 
give my name to any person who has a right to 
demand it ; for the same purpose, it is left at 
Messrs. M*Lean and Lang's, and though an entire 
stranger to you and Mr. Webster, it is known to 
most of the gentlemen of New- York* 

July IS. " A Farmer or West ch est ek/' 
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, Now ihen^ let any .man say whether Webstbr 
is not himself the author of those calumnies^ which 
he wishes to throw on a correspondent; and 
whether his constant study has not been to revive and 
perpetuate a hatred of the British nation.-—^ 
there be a Briton base enough to encourage such a 
wretchy he deserves to be kicked by every negro in the 
coutitry. 

POOR NOAH WEBSTER. 

" New York, July 6, 1798. 
« SIR, 

'^ I have to request that you do not trouble your- 
self with sending me- your paper any longer. 

" Unmerited and ill founded abuse of Great 
Britain I can read enough of in the Argus and Time 
Piece, without having recourse to the ComAcrcial 
Advertiser. 

" Your account will be paid when sent in and I 
remain. Sir, Yours, &c. 

"Mr. N.Webster." 

ANSWER. 

^^ Newhaveuy July Qth, I798- 
« SIR, 

" The enclosed letter is returned — it does not be- 
long to me. 

*^ The paragraph which has offended you, I 
think very censurable; and I know Mr. Hopkins 
well enough to aifirm, that he suffered it to be 
inserted without attending to the abuse it con- 
tained. 

'^ A news- 
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A newspaper is common property, in which 
all parfies ch\m B. right to utter then venom; and 

laUhough IshouLcl not have admitted the paragraph 
you complain of, had I been present, yet, under 

I iiie most prudent managenientof the paprer, I found 
myself exposed to so many personal indignities, 
from different parties^ that retirement was essential 

I to my happiness^ if not to my life. I found ia 
more instances than one,* that my best endeavours 
to please those whose esteem I valued, gave offence. 

I To a GENTLEMAN of my education^ and siandirtg in 

fSGnef}\ this treatment becameini olerable — It wound- 
ed me to the soul, that the puresi rmtives^^tic of- 
ten misinterpreted into the basest designs \ the 
worst possible construftion was put on paragraphs; 
articles and opinions' laid to my charge, which were 

\ easily known 10 come from other quarters ; and 

I any little mistake was laid hold of to injure my feel- 
ings, and as an excuse for exercising revenge^ by dis~ 

! €Qnii^ming papers. A property of this kind is hardly 
worth the purchase, and in the collision of hostile 
passions in our country, few men of honour and 
feeling can consent to take charge of public papers 
— they must generally be superinrended by men who 
are callous* 

*^ The Commercial Advertiser is the medium 
through which I communicate my opinions on po- 
litical and literary subjects, and its general tenor is 
highly agreeable to the sound part of my fellow 
citizens, whether natives or foreigners. Its cha- 
racter will continue the same, though I sometimes 
find in it sentiments of others not altogether agree* 
able to my own views of things. 

*^ Men who take offence at paragraphs which do 
not please them, and who withdraw their subscrip- 
tions, for incidcfUal errors^ when the usual tenor of 
a paper is good, are not desirable as subscribers. 
The candid ciiizen will inquire^ before he takes a 
VOL. IX. B decisive 



ie GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

decisive step* Your letter gives me no pain, nof 
can it have the least influence on my conduit, 

" I remaiBj Sir, YouiSj fcc- 

« N. WEBSTER, jun/ 

ANSWER. 



^^ New-York^ July 14, 1 798. 



'' SIR, 



" Your very rude and extraordinary letter, in 
which, instead of a modest apology for yourself, 

you impute very unworthy motives to me, for hav- 
ing discontinued my subscription to your paper^ I 
take no other notice of, than sending to your friend 
Peter Porcupine for publication. 

'^ When a man is publickly boasting of ^^ his 
** education^' his " siauding in sociefy^^ and the 
** delicacy of his feelir/^s" it is a duty every one 
owes to the world, to expose his rudeness and vanity 
in their proper colours, 

*^ [ remain^ Sir^ Yours, &c. 
'^ Mr. NOAH WEBSTER, jun;' 

Now, I ask the reader whether he ever, in all 
his life time, met wiMi any thing so shamefully 
vain as this letter of Webster, Never did I see 
even an iUiterate, empty headed military fop, exhibit 
such a total want of modest J^ In all rhe ridicu- 
lous personages, whether in romances or plays; ia 
all the bombastical egotism of pedant Partridge and 
bully Bhiff' we find nothing that is not distanced 
many a rood by " A Gentleman of mj educa^ 

: " tio 
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iNG and CoNGREVE to rise from 
must blush to see their two famous caricatarcs far 
surpassed in the real portrait of a single republican 
of this OLir enlighienedage, — I have often heard of 
instances of Webster's impudent vanity. — Upoa 
his arrival in Phikdelphla^ some years ago, a quack^ 
pretty near as vain ashimselfj met him in the street: 
*^ I congratulate you, Sitj" said the quack, " upon 
^^ your appointment to apreceptorship in our lini- 
" versity*" — " Yau may, if you please," replied 
the conceited coxcomb, '' cofigrahdate the umver- 
** silj upon mj cofidescending to accept of the appoint' 
** nwntir — This was so far beyond every thing, of 
which I had evTr formed a conception, that I 
looked upon it as a mere story; but even thisj hate- 
ful as it is, is greatly outdone by the disgusting, 
nauseous, loathsome expressions in the abovx let- 
ter. 

Were this man indeed distinguished as being de* 
scended from a famous race, for great learning and 
talents^ for Important public services, for possess- 
ing much weight in the opinions of the people, 
even then his vanity would be inexcusable; but 
the fellow is distinguished, amongst the few wlio 
know him^ for the very contrary of all this. He 
comes of obscure parents, he has ymt learning 
enough to make him a faol, his public services have 
all been confined to silly, idle proJt'L%\ every one of 
which has completely failed, and as to his weight 
as a politician, vt is that of a feather, which is over- 
balanced by a straw, and pufted away by the 
gentlest breath. All his measures are exploded^ his 
pretlidlions have proved fa be, not a single senti- 
ment of his has become fashionable, nor has the 
Federal Government ever adopted a single mea- 
sure which he has been la the habit of recommend- 
ing- — And this is the inflated fop, whose tender 

K 2 feelings 
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feelings ,\re irj tired, and who^e ///v is endan^er<"d, 
becaiHC it]l parties were not willing, aliernardy, ta 
submit in silence to his haughty and insokat treat- 
ment ! 

One wotjid imagine^ on reading Noah's com* 
plaint, that he had been \\\^ first attacked \ whereas 
exaftly the contrary is the truth. He has been the 
aggressor on every occasion. He attacked me in a 
most nncandid, rude, and malicious manner, just 
seventeen days after my gazette commenced, and 
with the evident intention of doing me a most deadly 
injury. I silenced him, though he foretold that, in 
such a contest, I '^ must be the loser.^^ He has be- 
gun again, time after time, and always has made 
his attack in the most base and insidious way. He 
has never failed to hold me up as ahirEllng of Great 
Britum (though the vindidtive wretch is well con- 
vinccd that I am not so), and thus, to endeavour to 
undermine^ what he sees he cannot knock dowa. 
His abui>e of the British nation would, in any one^ 
be abominable ; but it is more particularly so in 
him, who well knows, that the Federal government 
has no friends, more firm than those natives of 
Great Britain in general, who now reside here, and 
who, if lam not misinformed, generously enabled 
him to establish *' a Federal paper,'* which the in- 
grate has converted into a vehicle, for pouring on 
ihcir whole nation^ the most villainous and unme- 
rited abuse. — ^I am happy to see, that these gentle- 
men resent such usage, with becoming spirit* God 
forbid that I should ever let fall a word, tending 
again to open the breich between my native and my 
adopted counny. With men who have been de- 
ceived, and who harbour an ill-grounded prejudice, 
I would conciliate \ but nothing in this way, ought 
to be attempted with the envious, rancorous, black- 
hearted enemies of Great Britain, No reason will 
ever sway their judgment, no kindness will gain 

their 



^ 



JULY, 1798- 53 

their good-will. They delight in tha indulgence 
of their hatred, and the only way to turn this, their 
fiend -like pleasure into pain^ is, to treat them with 
scorn and contempt, Tliere are, thank God, but 
few of this bitter tribe. Their number is too con- 
temptible, t(i excite in the mind of a Briton, any 
thing like resenrmentj against ihe peopk of Jmerka j 
but^ wherever aBrltori meets with them^ he should 
never forget to pay them back in their own coin ; 
fotj again and again, I repeat it, that vulgar and 
rancorous natures arc never to be won by kindness 
and condescension. You may coax thein to accept 
of your tabk, or your purse : like the curs of Cas- 
tilej while you are feeding thenij they will lie at 
your feet ; but the moment the last morsel is out of 
your hands, they will repay your generosity with a 
snap. 

As to Webster's most silly excuses ; his lame 
apology for his toad-eater Hopkins ; his paper be* 
ing the *' common property, in which ail fariies 
*^ claim a right to utter their venom," his whining 
complaint about being exposed to md'tgnaies ; his 
talk about his tender feiUngs^ and his saying, that 
a news-monger must be callousj while he, with all 
\{\% tender fidmgs^ signifies his resolution to conti- 
nue in this callous profession, without any alteration 
in his ( onduft : all this together, is such a mixture 
' of insolence and meatincss, that one hardly knows 
how to treat the fellow with sufficient contempt. In 
every sentence, you perceive the sturdy beggar^ 
who, in every breath that he solicits* your peuce, 
tells you, that he is a " gentlkman ;'' and, if 
you refuse his request, conckides his harangue with 
saying, he does not care a d — n for you. 



*'Mr, Fenno, 
*' It is remarked by the Editor of Porcupine's 
Gayettej that " it is thought by some weak per- 
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sons, that Great Britain would not stand by and 
see this country rcvoluiionized/' They must be 
weak persom indeed, and very ignorant of the spirit 
and resources of the United States, who place their'"' 
hope of salvation from a rercl jtion, in Great Bri-- 
tain, or any other foreign nation. We must rely 
on ourselves, and look only to each otlier^ to pre- 
serve us from this dreadful catastrophe. Nations 
have no afTrflticrj?, and it they have^ we have little^ 
to expedt from Great Britain ; and a^ to their inte- 
rest, it is often a question of uncertain and capri- 
cious calcularion, not always understood by them- 
selves^ and not at all to be relied on by another. For 
my own part^ I expeifl no suth assistance from 
Great Br i rain ; nor do I feel ihat we shall want it. 
I have no idea that the power of this country is notj 
fully adequate to the protc<5tion of its rights, and 
the preservation of its independence and govern- 
ment. I have no idea that it depends upon thcV 
good-will of Great Britain, wheiher we shall stand, 
or fall ; or that the issue of our contest with France,' 
is to be governed by the f^jUcy^ interests^ or friend^ 
ship oi Great Britain, Mr. Cobbett says, that he 
hopes Great Britam will not stand by, until the 
bloody flag wares over our towns; but a minister 
of Great Britain viould certainty see the thing in a 
differ ent point t^fi-itw. Thanking him for his good 
wishes, i most freely declare, that I don't care a 
single cent in what point of view rhe British minis- 
tetj or any otlier miiiister, would vie'W the thing \ ' 
nor will I beheve that it depends in any degree upon' 
him, or his nation^ how far the Frmfh are to he 
suffered to proceed in destroying us. However, 
even C* thinks, ^* hewoidduot suffer the Sam-tuiotieS' 
*' to suhjt4gate the whole country.^^ Thank God, 
this is to be as we please^ and not as Great Britain 
pleases- I do not say, whether, if we shall both 
be engaged In a war with the same enemy, a fair^ 

eqtmlj 
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equals and independent war tnafy^ may not be 
formed between us, for ?7/i^^//^/ advantage and assist- 
ance. On this point, I give no opinion asyeL** 

At the first glance, this paragraph seems to owe 
its birth, merely to a plentiful stock of vanity, and 
as plentiful a lack of sense. But, though its coun- 
tenance is marked with the bloat of self-conceit, 
and the broad stare of ignorance ; yet, there lurks^ 
underneath, a good deal of that cunning and spite, 
which arc not unfrequently the companions of men- 
tal imbecility. 

The obje<5ts of this writer of Mb. Fenno's, are, 
J St, to inculcate a belief^ that I have no reliame gu 
the splat or resources of jirnerica, 2d, to draw me 
into such a reply to his monstrously absurd posi- 
tions, as he, in a future publication, shall be able 
to Twist into a contempt of thefiddity and courage of 
ibe people of the United States. 

In his expectations he will be baffled \ for, I 
have too firm a reliance on the resources and the 
courage of the people of America. To doubt of 
the former, would argue a total ignorance of the 
situation of the country, and to call the latter in 
question, would be to stigmatize my own race as 
cowards. But, though I know, that the means of 
the United States are great, and that their people 
are brave in the field, patient under hardships, and 
persevering under difficulties ; it does not follow, 
that I ought to entertain no afprebensmts for ihtir 
safety. It does not follow, that I ought not to look 
upon about three or four millions of white people^ 
clogged with half a million of slaves, and scattered 
over an e^^tcnsive country, with an exposed coast 
of twelve hundred miles long, as standing in need 
cf niaritinie assistance^ against a numerous, an en^- 
terprising, a desperate, and ferocious foe. To 
have £1 rmsmahh confidence in one's own strength^ 
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is a mark of a great mind ; but to bluster and brag, 
without a solid foundation for confidence, is a 
mark of a little^ a weak, and even a pusillanimous 
mind, that will not acknowledge the existence of 
danger, because it is too slothful^ or too timid to 
prepare to meet it- 
It is not only my opinion ; it is the opinion of 
every reasonable man, thaty without the co-opera- 
tion of Great Britain, without the aid of her fleei^ 
♦his country cannot make an effeftual opposition to 
the forces, land and sea, that France is able to 
send against it, and pariicularly, if assisted by her 
fadiion, which srill exists amongst us, in all its vi- 
goun This opinion is daily and hourly gaining 
ground, in every part of the Union : several of the 
addresses to the President hint at it pretty broadly, 
and the President, in more than one of his 
answers, has explicitly declared, that the BriUsb 
navy is "the only remahdug barrier against the 
fower of France r If any thing could add weight 
to an opinion coming from this quarter, J might j 
quote the speeches of almost every Federal member 
of both Houses of Congress \ I could quote, be- 
sides, the declarations of the Envoys at Paris, who 
told the French Minister, that an attack on our 
coast by France, "would undoubtedly r/oj^/>'f£)^/^/f4f 
" the United States ami Great Bniain ;" and, if 
Mr. Fenno's writer wanted still more, I could show 
him, that every partisan of FratW€f every emmj to 
the Federal Government J has constantly endeavouredjiJ 
like himself J to $pfose the progress of tins salutary 
opinion. 

I do not, however J set the writer down as a de- 
voted tool of France ; I rather think he wishes well 
to his country, and am not without my suspicions, 
that he has heretofore entertained, and even ex- 
pressed, sentiments on this subject, peifedtly con- 
formable to my own ; and that he has now shaken 
- . off 
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off his apprehensions, and is grown bold, from the 
appearance of a retrogade movement in the afniirs 
of France in Europe, He now imagines, that the 
French will give up their hostile ioientions ; that 
there will be no need of the aid of Great Britain ; 
and he therefore ha^fens to assert, that that aid 
could never be needed* Bur, surely this is being 
over sanguine! Let me ask him how he would 
look, if he were awaked in his bed to-morrow 
morning, and told, that Frarife had made peace 
wUb Great BrUain? I know what effeft such news 
would produce on every real friend of this country,, 
but I am not quite certain that I ought to include 
him in that number. 

Considering the confident assertions, contained 
in the former part of the paragraph, the ^Titer's 
conclusion is somewhat whimsical. He does not 
hesitate to declare, that *^ %ve rmtst look o^dy to each 
*^ other {^ that the assistance of Great Britain " / j 
** not at all to he relied on, ami that it is not wanted %* 
that " the power of the country is fully adeijnute to 
*^ its frotellion ;" that he does not " care a cent in 
** what point of vie^iiv" the British would see the 
contest ; and that, the success or defeat of France 
" is to be as ice please ;" he does not hesitate a mo- 
ment to assert all this^ yet he concludes w^ith say- 
ing ; *' I do not say, whether, if we shall both be 
" engaged in a war with the satne enemy^ a fair^ 
*^ eifua/, and independent "Li^ar treaty^ may not be 
■* formed bet\vecn uSj for mutual advantage and 
** assistance. On this point, I give no opinion ^s 
" yei*^ — And, why not? — ^This is a perfect paradox. 
If Great Britain is not to he relied on ; if her aid is 
not worth a cent i if you can stop the French Just 
when you phase: if, all this be so, wiry not *- give 
an opinion on this point asye^f* Are you waiting to 
get your cue from the people ? To stand thusj feel- 
ing the pulse of the pubiicj on a question of impor- 
tance^ 
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tancc, to b^ dr^gcd along by the current of events, 
or to be precipitated by the torrent of the popular 
voice, is a certain mark of an indecisive, a feeble, 
and dependent mind, the servant of circumstances, 
the sport of caprice and the slave of power. 

A man of Such a capacity is not, however, mere- 
ly on that account, to be despised. — ^While he is 
content to move in the humble sphere for whicK 
God has made him, he is even entitled to our re- 
^rd: he is despicable only when his imbecility is 
accompanied with presumption. 



Prociidings during the Session of Congress ^ which 
opened on the 22d of November^ 1797- 

tinder this head I shall first insert the Presi- 
dent's Speech, next the report on the embassy 
to France, which I shall follow by a summary of 
the proceedings during the session, which was 
drawn up for Porcupine's Gazette, and was 
published in the form of a letter from Mr. Harper 
to his constituents. 

SPEECH. 

*^ Gentlemen of the Senate^ and Gentlemen of 
*' the House of Representatives ^ 

" I was for some time apprehensive that it would 
be necessary, on account of the contagious sick-- 
ness which afflicted the city of Philadelphia, to 
convene the national legislature at some other place ; 
this measure it was desirable to avoid, because it 
would occasion much public inconvenience, and a 
considerable public expense, and add to the cala- 
ihities of the inhabitants of this city whose suffer- 
ings must have excited the sympathy of all their 

fellow 
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fellow citizens; therefore, after taking measures, to 
ascertain the stare and decline of the sickness, [ 

Eostponed my determination, having hopes, now 
appily realized, that without hazard to the Iivts or 
heahh of the members, Congress might assemble 
at thisplacCj where it was next by law to jneit; I 
submit^ however, to your considerationj whether a 
power to postpone the meeting of Congress with- 
out passing the time fixed by the constitution upon 
such occasions, would not be a useful amendment 
to the law of one thousand seven hundred and nine- 
ty-four. 

'* Although I cannot yet congratulate you on the 
re-estat>lishment of peace in Europe, and the re- 
storation of security to the persons and propertied 
of our ciiuens, from injustice and violence at sea ; 
we have nevertheless, abundant causes of gratitude 
to the source of benevolence and influence, for inte- 
rior tranquillity and personal security, for propitious 
seasons^ prosperous agriculture^ produdtive fishc- 
ries;, and general improvements ; and, above all, for 
a rational spirit of civil and religious liberty, -and a 
calm, but steady determination to support our so^ 
veraignty, a^ well as our moral and religious princi- 
pies, against all open and secret attacks. 

"Our envoys extraordinary to the Frencii repub- 
lic embarked, one in July^ the other early in Au- 
gustj to join their colleague, in Holland. I have 
received intelligence of the arrival of both of them 
in Holland, from whence they all proceeded on 
their journey to Paris within a few days of the 
jiineteenth of September. Whatever may be the 
result of this mission^ I trust that nothing will 
have been omitted on my part, to conduit the ne- 
gotiation to a successful conclusion^ on such equi- 
table terms as may be compatible with the safety, 
honour^ and interest of the United States, No- 

tliing 
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I thing in the meantime will contribute so much to 

I the preservation of peace, and the attainment of 

I justice, as a manifestation of that energy and una- 

I nimity^, of which, on many former occa^^ions, the 

I people of the United States have given such me- 

t morable proof, and the exertion of those resour- 

ces, for national defence, which a beneficent pro- 
vidence has kindly placed within their power. 

" It may be confidently asserted, that nothing 
has occurred since the adjoarnment of Congress, 
which renders inexpedient those precautionary mea- 
sures, recommended by me to the consideratioq of 
the two houses at the opening of your late extraor* 
dinary session* If that system was then prudent, 
it is more so now, as increasing depredations 
^ strengthen the reasons for its adoption, 
H| " Indeed, whatever may be the issue of the ne- 

^^ gotiafion with France, and whether the war in Eu- 
rope is, or is not to continue, I liold it most cer- 
tain, that permanent tranquillity and order will not 
soon be obtained. The state of society has so long 
been disturbed ; the sense of moral and religious 
obligation^ so much weakened ; public faith and 
national honour have been so impaired ; respedt to 
treaties has been so diminished, and the law of 
nations has lost so much of its force ; while pride, 
ambition, avarice^ and violence, have been so long 
unrestrained, there remains no unreasonable ground^ 
on which to raise an exped^ation that a commerce 
without protedlion or defence^ will not be plun* 
dered. 

" The commerce of the United States, is essen- 
tia], if not to I heir existence, at least to their com- 
fort, their growth^ prosperity and happiness* The 
genius, charafter, and habits of the people are 
highly commercial ; their cities have been formed 
and exist upon commerce; our agriculture, fishe- 
ries^ 
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Ties» arts and manu figures, are connected with, and 
depend upon it; in ^hortj commerce has made this 
country what it is, and it cannot be destroyed or 
neglffl-ed^ without involving the people in poverty 
and distress ; great numbers are dircAly and solely 
supporied by navigation, — the faith of 'society ts 
pledged for the preservation of the rights of com- 
mercial and seafaring, no less than of the other 
citizens. — Under this view of our affairs, I should 
hold nvysclf guilty of a negle<ft of duty, if I fore- 
bore TO recommend, that we should make every 
exertion to proteA our commerce, aud to place 
our country In a suitable posture of defence, as the 
only sure means of preserving both. 

" I have entertained an expedtarion, that it Would 
have been in my power, at the opening of this 
session, to have communicated to you, the agree- 
able informanon of the due execution of our treaty 
with his Catholic Majesty^ respecting the with- 
drawing of the troops, from our territory, and a 
demarcation of the line of limits ; but by the latest 
authentic intelligence, Spanish garrisons were still 
continued within our country, and the running of 
the boundary line had ntit been commenced ; these 
circumstances are the more to be regretted, as they 
cannot fail to afFed the Indians in a manner inju- 
rious to the United Stares ; stilly however, indulg- 
ing the hopej that the answers which Ljve been 
given J will remove the objections oifered by the 
Spanish officers, to the immediate execution of the 
treaty, I have judged it proper that we should con- 
tinue in readiness to receive the posts, and to run the 
line of limits. — Further information on this subjedl 
will be communicated in the course of tlis ses- 
si on. 

'^ In connetflion with the unpleasant state of 
things on our Western frontier, ir is proper for me 
to mention, the attempts of foreign agents, toalie* 

nate 
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nate the afFedlions of the Indian nations^ ^nd to 

excite them to acftualhostilitieSj against the United 
States; great a<ftivity has been exerted by those per- 
sons, who have insinuated themselves, among tlie 
Indian tribes, residing within the territory of the 
United States, to influence them to transfer their 
afFetSlions, and force, to a foreign nation, to form 
them into a confederacy, and prepare them for war 
against the United States* 

" Although measures have been taken to coun- 
teraiSt these infractions upon our rights, to prevent 
Indian hostilities, and to preserve entire their at- 
tachment to the United States, it is my duty to ob- 
serve that ro give a better effect to these measures^ 
and to obviate the consequences of repetition of 
such practices, a law providing adequate punishment, 
for such offences may be necessary. 

*^ The commissioners appointed under the fifth 
article of the treaty of amity, commerce and navi- 
gation, between the United States and Great Bri- 
tain to ascertain the river, which was truly intended^ 
under the name of the river St Croixj mentioned 
in the treaty of peace, met at Passamaquodd)'-Bay 
in October 179^, and viewed the mouths of the 
livers in question ^ the adjacent shores and islands ; 
and being of opinion, that actual surveys of both 
rivers to their sources, were necessary, gave to the 
agents of the two nations, instructions for that pur- 
pose ; and adjourned to meet at Boston in August; 
they met, but t!ic surveys requiring more time 
tlian lad been supposed, and not being then com- 
I pleted, the commissioners again adjourned to meet 

I at Providence, in the State of Rhode Island in June 

I next, when we may expect a final examination and 

I decision. 

I " The commissioners appointed in pursuance of 

I theOih article of the treaty met at Philadelphia in 

I May last, tg exapiipe the claims of British sub- 

^^ jects, 
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jectSj for debts contracted before the peace^k and 
still remaining due to thetn from citizens or inha- 
bitants of the United States ; various causes have 
hitherto prevented any determinations ; bat the bu-* 
siness is now resumed, and doubtless will be prose- 
cuted without interruption, 

*^ Several decisions on the claims of the citizens 
of the United Stares for losses and damages^ sus- . 
tained by reason of irregular and illegal captures, 
or condemnations of their vessels, or other proper- 
ty, have been made by the commissioners in Lon- 
don, conformably to the 7th article of the treaty; 
— the sums awarded by the commissioners have 
been paid by the British government j a considera- 
ble number of other claims^ where costs and dama- 
ges, and not captured property were the only ob- 
jects in question, have been decided by arbitration, 
and the sums awarded to the citizens of the United 
-States, have also been paid. 

P *^ The commissioners appointed agreeably to the 
2 1 St article of the treaty with Spain, met at Phila- 
delphia in the summer past to examine and decide 
on the claims of our citizens, for losses they have 
sustained in consequence of their vessels and car* 
goes having been taken by the subiects of his Ca- 
Itholic Majesty, during the late war between Spain 
pnd Fnince- — their sittings have been inrerrupted, 
fbut are now resumed, 

'^ The United States being obligated to make 
com pen sat ion for the losses and damages, sustained 
jy British subjects upon the award of the commis- 
sioners, acting under the sixth article of the treaty 
Iwiih Great Britain, and for the losses and damages 
^sustained by British subjects, by reason of the cap- 
ture of their vessels and merchandize, taken with- 
in the limits and jurisdiction of the United States^ 
and brought into their ports, or taken by vessels- 
originally armed in the ports of the United States^ 

upoa 
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upon the aivards of the commissioners acting tincJei' 
the 7th article of the same treaty, it is necessary 
that provision be made for fulfilling these obliga- 
tions. ' 

" The numerous captures of American Vessels 
by the cruisers of the French Republic, and of 
some by those of Spain, have occasioned consider- 
able expenses, in making and supporting the claims 
of our citizens before their tribunals. The sums 
required for this purpose, have in divers instances 
been disbursed by the consuls of the United States. 
By means of the same captures, great numbers of 
our seamen have been thrown ashore in foreiga 
countries, destitute of all means of subsistence, and 
the sick in particular have been exposed to grievoua 
suflerings. The consuls have in these cases alsa 
advanced monies for their relief: For these advan* 
ces, they reasonably expect reimbursement from 
the United States. The consular act relative to sea- 
men requires revision and amendment ; the provi- 
sions for their support in foreign countries^ and for- 
their return, are found to be inadequate and inef- 
fectual. Another provision seems necessary to be 
added to the consular act, some foreign vessels have 
been discovered sailing under the flag of the United 
States, and with forged papers. It seldom happens 
that the consuls can detect this deception, because 
they have no authority to demand an inspection of 
the registers and sea letters." 

** Gentlemen of the House of Represeyitat'iveSy 

" It is my duty to recommend to your serious 
consideration, those objects which by the constitu- 
tion are placed particularly within your sphere, the 
national debt and taxes. 

" Since the decay of the feudal system, by which 
the public defence was provided for, chiefly at the 
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Expense of individualsj the sj^srem of loatas has 
been introduced, and as no nation can raise within 
the year by taxes sufficient sums for its defence, 
and military operations in time of war, the sums 
Idanedj and debts contrafted, have necessarily be- 
come the subjcAs of what have been called funding 
systems* The consequences arising from the con- 
tinual accumulation of public debts in other coun- 
tries, ought to admonish us to be careful to prevc^nt 
their growth in our own. The national defence 
may be provided for, as well as the support of go- 
vernment; but both should be accomplished ai 
much as possible by immediate taxes, and as little 
as possible by loans. The estimates for the service 
of the ensuing year will by my diretftion be laid be- 
fore you. 

Ht •* Gentlemen of the Senate^ and Gentlemen 9/ 
^H the House of Representaihes^ 

^p " We are met together at a most interesting pe- 
riod; the situations of the principal powers of Eu** 
rope are singular and portentous^ corine*fted with 
some by treaties and with all by commerce, no ina- 
portant event there can be indifferent to us; such 
circumstances call with peculiar importunity not 
less for a disposition to unite in all those measures 
on which the honour, safety, and prosperity of our 
country depend, than for all the exertions of wis- 
dom and firmness, 

*^ In all such measures you may rely on my zea- 
lous aiid hearty concurrence, 

H '' JOHN ADAMS," 

^B TOI4. IX. j^ 
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INStRUCTIONS 

To Chifrim Cottsworih Pinchneyj John Marshall^ 
. and Elhridge Gerty, Envoys Extraordinary ^ and 

Ministers Plenipotentiary to the French Republic j 
" communicated to the Senate, on the Qth of jipril, 

1798. 

Departmertt of State, Jufy 15, 1797. 

XT is koown to 700, that the people of the United States 
tff Anerica, «Btertaifled a warm and sincere afFedion for the 
people of France, ever since their arms wore united in the war 
with Great Britain, which ended in the full and formal ac« 
knOwledgOMsni -of the Independence of these States. It is known 
to 76U that this affedion was ardent, when the French deter« 
mined to reform their government, and establish it on the basis 
of liberty ; that liberty in which the people of the United States ' 
^ere born, and whidb, in the conclusion of the war above- 
mentioned, was finally and firmly secured. It is known to 
you, that this affedion rose to enthusiasm, when the war was 
kindled between France and the powers of Europe^ which were 
combined against her, for the avowed purpose of restoring the 
monarchy; and every where vows were heard for the success of 
the French arms. Yet, during this period, France expressed ' 
Qo wish that the United States should depart from their neutra- 
lity. And while no duty required us to enter into the war^ 
and our best interests urged us to remain at peace, the govern- 
ment determined to take a neutral station : which being taken, 
the duties of an impartial neutrality became indispensably bind- 
ipg. Hence, the government early pcoclaimed to our citizens, 
the nature of those duties, and the consequences of their vio- 
lation. 

« Thp. mioister of France, Mr. Genet, who arrived about this 
tifne,'by his public declaration, confirmed the idea, that France 
did not desire us to quit the ground we had taken. His 
measures, however, wcjre calculated to destroy our neutrality, 
and to draw us into the war. 

The principles of the proclamation of neutrality, founded 
on the law of nations, which is the law of the land, were after- 
wards recognized by tht National Legislature^ and the obser- 
vance 
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Vance of tbem enforced by specific peoflltles, in the ad of Cbn- 
gress, passed the fifth of June 1794. By these principles and 
laws, the ads of the Executive, and the decisions of the courti 
of the United States were regulated. 

A government thus fair and upright in its principles, and 
just and impartialin its condud, might have confidently hoped 
to be secure against formal official censure : but the United 
States have not been so fortuhate. The acts of their govern- 
ment, in its various branches, though pure in principle, and 
impartial in operation, and conformable to their indispensable 
fights of sovereignty, have been assigned as the cause of the 
tensive and injurious measures of the French Hepublic. For 
proofs of the former^ all the acts of the government may be 
vouched 5 while the aspersions so freely uttered by the French 
taiinisters^ the refusal to hear the minister of the United Statei> 
specially charged to enter on amicable discussions on all tbe 
topics of cooiplaint, the decrees of the Executive Directory, and 
of their agents, the depredations on our commerce> and tbe 
violences against the persons of our citizens, are evidences of 
the latter. These injuries and depredations will constitute an 
important subject of yonr discussions with the government of 
the French Republic i and for all these wrongs, you will seek 
redress. 

In respect to the depredations on our commerce, the princi- 
pal objects will be, to agree on an equitable rnode Of examiti- 
ing and deciding the claims of our citizens, and the manner 
and periods of making them compensation. As to the first, 
the seventh article of the British, and the twenty-first of the 
Spanish Ti-eaty, present approved precedents to be adopted with 
France. The proposed mode of adjusting those claims by com- 
missioners appointed on each side, is so perfectly fair, we can- 
not imagine that it will be refused. But when the claims are 
adjusted, if payment in specie cannot be obtained, it may be 
found necessary to agree, in behalf of our citizens, that they 
shall accept public securities payable with interest at such pe- 
riods as the stale of the French finances shall render practi- 
cable. These periods, you will endeavour, as far as possible, 
to shorten. 

Not only the recent depredations, under colour of the de- 
crees of the Directory of the second of July 1796, and the 
second of March 1797, or under the decrees of their agents, 
or the illegal sentences of their tribunals, but all prior ones 
not already satisfactorily adjusted, should be put in this equi- 
table train of settlement. To cancel many, or all of the last 
mentioned claims might be the effect of the decree of the Exe- 
cutive Directory of the second of March last, reviving the de- 
cree of the 9th ef May 1793: but this being an ex post facto 
regulation, as well as a violation of the treaty between the 
United States andFrance, cannot be obligatory on the former. 

F 2 Indeed 
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Indeed tlie greater part, probably ne^vrly all the captures and 
conii scat KIDS m question, have been cDmniiiud in direct viola- 
tion of that treaty, or of iht law of iianois. Bui ihr injiiries 
JiriJ^ing from the capture of enevi^icj property in veHselfl of tbc 
fJUnitrd States, may nil be very extensive ; and^ U fcjr such cap- 
IwtuTed properly, the Frr ndi guvrrhmeni ^il!, agreeably lo tbe 
I law of nations, pay the frnght and rc-asonable demurrage^ wc , 
l^shall not, on ibis account, any farther contend. But of ship 
^ timber, and naval stores taken and coniiscated by the French* 
they ought to pay the full value j bec^us*- our citizens conti- 
uoed ihtir traffic in those articles, under the faith of the tT«aty 
with France. On tbrse two points, we ought to expect^ that 
the French govrrnnneni will Dot refusse to do us justice : and 
the more, b*^cau*e it has not, at any period of the war, ex- 
pressed its desire, ihai the commercial treaty should^ in these 
respei u, be altered. 

hcjiides the claims of our citizens, for depredations on iheir 
property, there are many arising froni expressS contracts, made 
wijh the French governtnent, or ils agents, or founded on the 
eeizurc of their propert}% in French ports. Other claims have 
arisen frona the long deitntion of a multitude of our vessels in 
the ports of France, The wrong hereby done to our citizens, 
was acknowledged by the French government, and in some^ 
perhaps in most of I be caftcs, small payments towards indem- 
oihca lions have been made : the residue £till remains to be 
claimed. 

All these just demands of our citizens, will merit yoor at- 
tention. The best ptmible means of compensation must be 
attempted. These will depend on what you shall discover to 
be practicable in relation to the French hoances. But an ex- 
ception must be msde^ in respect to drbts due to our citizens 
by the couliacts of the French government, and its agents, 
if they are comprehended in any stipulation j and an option re* 
served to them, jointly or individually, either to accept tbe 
means of payment which you shall stipulate, or resort to the 
French government, directly for tlie fulfilment of its contracts. 

Although the rf paraiion for losses suslained by the citizens 
of the United States, in consequence of irregular or illegal 
captures, or condemnationSj or forcible seizures, or detentions^ 
Is of very high importance, and is to be pressed with the great- 
est earnestness, yet it is not to be insi&tedon as an indispensable 
condition of the proposed treaty. You are not, however, lo 
renounce these claims of our citizens, nor to stipulaie that ihey 
be assumed by the United Stales, as a loan to the French 
government. 

In respect to the alterations of the commercial treaty with 
France^ in the two cases which have been principal subjticts of 
complaint on her part, viz. enemies' properly in neutral Jiliips, 
and the articles contraband of war ^ aJtltoogh France caa have 

no 
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no right to claim the annulling of stipulations at the monaent, 
when by both parties they were originally intended to operate; 
yet, if the French government press for alterations^ the Presi- 
dent has no ditficulty in substituting the principles of the law of 
cations as stated in ihc I7ih and 18ih articles of our commer- 
cial treaty with Great Britain, to those of the 23d and 24(h 
articles of our commercial treaty with Finance: and in respect 
to provisions, and other articles not usually deemed contraband, 
you are to agree only on a temporary compromise, like that in 
the 18th article of the British treaty, and of the same duration. 
If, however, in order to satisfy France, now she is at war, we 
change the two important articles before mentioned, then the 
14th article of the French trpaty, which subjects ihe property of 
the neutral nation found on board enemies' ships, to capture 
and condemnation, must of course be abolished. 

We have witnessed so many erroneous constructions of the 
treaty with France, even in its plaineiit parts, that it will be ne- 
cessary to examine every article critically, for the purpose of 
preventing, as far as human wisdom can prevent, all future 
misinterpretations. The kind of documents necessary for the 
protection of the neutral vessels, should be enumerated and 
minutely described ; the cases in which p sea-letter should be 
required, may be specified ; the want of a sea-letter should 
not of itself be a cause of confiscation, where other reasonable 
proof of property is produced; and where such proof is fur- 
nished, the want of a sea-letter should go no further than to 
lave the captor from damages, for detaining and bringing in 
the neutral vessel. The proportion of thevessers crew, which 
may be foreigners, should be agreed on. Perhaps it will be 
expedient to introduce divers other regulations, conformably 
to the marine laws of France. Whenpver these are to operate 
on the commerce of the United Stales, our safety requires, 
that as far as possible, they be fix<'d by treaty. And it will be 
desirable to stipulate against any ex post faho laws, or regula- 
tion, under any pretence whatever. 

Great Britain has often claimed a right, and practised upon 
it, to prohibit neutral nations carrying on a commerce with 
her enetnies, which had not been allowed in time of peace. 
On this head, it will be (}esirable to come to an explicit under- 
standing with France \ and, if possible, to obviate the claim 
by an express stipulation. 

Such expf^nsive depredations have been committed on the 
commrrce of neutrals, and especially of the United States-, 
bjr the citizens of France, under pretence that her eneni.es 
(particularly Great Britain), have done the same things, it 
will be desirable to have it explicitly stipulated, that the con- 
duct of an enemy towards the neutral power, shall not autho- 
rize or excuse the other belligerent power in any de-parturc 
from the law of nations, or the stipulationa q( the U^?iV^'- ^^^^- 

F 3 ^vdXVj 
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cially that the vessels of the neutral nation shall never be cap- . 
tared or detained, or their property confiscated, or injured, be- 
cause bound to or from an enemy's port, except the case of a 
blockaded port, the entering into which may be prevented, ac- 
cording to the known rule of the law of nations. And, it may 
be expedient to define a blockaded place, or port, to be one 
adually invested by land, or naval forces, or both, and that 
Dci declaration of a blockade, shall have any efFe6t without such 
adual invesj;mf nt. And no commercial right whatever should 
be abandoned, which is secured to neutral powers by the Earo- 
pean law of nations. 

The foregoing articles being those which the French govern- 
ment has n^ade the ostt^nsible grounds of its principal com- 
plaints, they have naturally been first brought into view. But 
ih« proposed alterations and arrangements, suggest the pro- 
priety of revising all our treaties with France. In such re- 
vision, the first objed that will attradt your attention, is the 
reciprocal guarantee in the eleventh article of the treaty of al- 
liance. This guarantee, we are perfe6tly willing to renounce. 
T^hc guarantee by France, of the liberty, sovereignty, and in- 
dependence of the United States, will add nothing to oar secq- 
rity, while, on the contrary, our guarantee of the possessipns 
of France in America, will perpetually expose us to the risk 
and expense of war, or to disputes and questions, concerning 
.our national faith. 

When Mr. Qenet was sent as the minister of the French 
Jtepiublic, to the United States, its situation was embarrassed, 
and the success of its measures problematical. In such cir-r 
cumstances, it was natural that^France should turn her eye to 
' the mutual guarantee: and, accordingly it was required, io 
Mr. Genet's instrudions, to be '^ an essential clause in the prw 
treaty/* which he was to propose : and on the ground " that 
it ntnrly concerned the peace and prosperity of the French 
nation, that a people whose resources increase beyond all calco- 
lation, and whom nature had placed so near their rich colonies, 
should become interested, by their own engagements, in the 
preservation of those islands." But, at this time, Frai^ce, 
powerful by her vidtorjes, and secure in her triumphs, may less 
regard the reciprocal guarantee with the tjnited States, and be 
willing to relinquish it. Asa substitute for the reciprocal gua- 
rantee may be proposed, a mutual renunciation of the same 
territories and possessions, that were subjeds of the guarantee 
and renunciation in the sixth and eleventh articles of the treaty 
of alliance. Such a renunciation, on our part, would obviate 
the reason assigned in the instruftion to Mr. Genet, before, 
cited, offuiun danger from the rapidly growing power of the UnUs4 
States. But, if France insists on the mutual guaianteq, it iRdll 
bp necessary (o ^^m at s^me modification of it. 

The 
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The existing engagprnent is of that kind which^. by writers 
on the law of nations, is called a general guarantee; of coarse^ 
the casus fcederis can never occur, except in a dcfemhe war. 
The nature of this obligation is understood to be, that when 
a war really and trtiJy defensive exists, the engaging nation is 
bound to furnish an effehual and adequate defence, in co^operar 
tion with the power attacked : whence it follows, that $he na^ 
tion may be required, in'some circnoHtances, to bring forward 
its whole, force. The nature and extent of the succours de- 
mandable, not being ascertained, engagements of this kind are 
dangerous, on account of their uncertainty : there is a4wayji 
hazard of doing too much, or too little, and, of course, of being 
involved in involuntary rupture. 

Specific succours have the advantage of certainty, and are 
less liable to occasion war. On the other hand, a general 
guarantee allows a latitude for the exercise of judgnient and 
discretion. 

On the part of the United States, instead of troops> or ships 
of war, it will be convenient to stipulate for a moderate sum 
of nioney, or quantity of provisions, at the option of France : 
the provisions to be delivered at our own ports, in any future 
defensive wars. The sum of money, or its value in provisions, 
ought not to exceed two hundred thousand dollars a-year^ 
during any such wars. The reciprocal stipulation on the part 
of France, may be to furnish annually the like sum of money, 
or an equivalent in military stores and cloa thing for troops^ at 
the option of the United States, to be delivered in the ports of 
Prance. 

Particular caution, however, must be used in discussing this 
snbjedi not to admit any claims on the ground of the guaran- 
tee, in relation to the existing war; as we do not allow^ that 
the casus foederis applies to it. And, if the war should con- 
tinue after your arrival in France, and the question of the 
guarantee should not be mentioned on her part, you may 
yourselves be silent .on the subje6t, if you deem it most pru- 
dent. 

It will be proper here, to notice such articles of the treaty 
of amity and commerce, between the United States and France, 
as have been differently construed by the two governments, or 
which it may be expedient to amend, or explain. 

Abticle2. The assent of the United States, in their treaty 
with Great Britain, to the dodrine of the law of nations, 
respeding enemies* property in neutral ships, and ship timber, 
and naval stores 5 and in some cases provisions, as contraband 
of war, the French government has chosen to consider as a 
voluntary grant of favours^ in resped to commerce and nav^g^- 
tion, to Great Britain, and that consequently the same favours 
have become common to France. This construdion is so fo- 
reign fVom our ideas of the meaning and design of this article. 

F 4 \X 
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it fhcwB the necessity of reviewing all jthe irtlcles ; and, how-^ 
cfcr clear they ipay appear, of attempting to obviate future 
xnitconstrudions by declaratory e^^pUnations, or a change of 
icrms. 

Art. 5. France has repeatedly contended, that the imposi- 
tion of fifty per cents per ton on French vessels arriving in the 
XJnited States, is contrary to the fifth article of the treaty. 
The arguments in support of this pretension are unknown ^ 
))ut it is presumed to be unfounded. The reciprocal right of 
laying '* duties or imposts of what nature soever,** equal tp 
those imposed on the most favoured nations, and without any 
other restrictions, seems to be clearly settled by (hp third and 
fourth articles. The fifth article appears to have been intended 
merely to define, or qualify the rights of American vessels iz^ 
France* It is however desirable, that the question be under? 
stood, and all doubt concerning it removed. But the introduc- 
tion of a principle of discrimination betyreen the vessels of 
different foreign nations, and in derogation of the powers of 
Congress, to raise revenue by uniform duties on any obje^9 
whatever, cannot be hazarded. The naturalization of French 
vessels, will, of course, be considered as admissible. 

Art. 8. The stipulation of doing us good offices, tp secure 
peace to the United States, with the Barbary powers, has nevei: 
yet procured us any advantage. If, therefore* the French 
Government lays any stress on this stipulation, as authorizing % 
claim for some other engagement from us, in favqur of France* 
it maybe abandoned; and, especially, if its »broga(ion can bp 
applied as a set ofi^ against some existing French claim. 

Art. 14. If the alterations already proposed, are made in thp 
33d and 24th articles, then this 14th article, as before pbjserve^, 
must be abolished. 

Art. 17. The constni6lion pqt op this article by the govern- 
ment of the United States, is conceived to be reasonable and 
Just 5 and is therefore to be insisted on. The tribunals pf tl^e 
Tcspe6tive countries, will consequently be justified, in taking 
cognizance of all captures made within thtir respective jurisdic- 
tions; or by illegal privateers; and those of one country wi|l 
be deened illegal, which arc fitted out in the country of the 
other remaining neutral : seeing to pcrnait such arming, would 
violate the neutral duties of the letter. 

Jt will be expedient to fix explicitly the receptioi^ %Q he 

fiyen to fuhlic ships of war, of aU nations. The French ministers 
aye demanded, tliat the public ship^ of the enemies of Fra«c<;, 
which at any time, and in any part of the world, had made 
prize of a French vessel, should be excluded from the ports of 
xh^ iJnited States'; although tjiey brought in no prize with 
^hem. h) opposition to this demand, we nave coqtpncitf^d, that 
|hcy were to be excluded only when they came in with French 
pri|(e9* And the kind of asyjiun to be afforded in all other 

. circumstances^ 
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ciTcutnstances, Is dei?cribed In Mr. JefFerson'i Letter to Mr, 

Hammond, dated thcQlbof September 1793, \t\ the foHowiug 

T!Vorc!s: "Thus, then, the puh lie sbrffS &f war, of both nations, 

*' (EogUsh and French) enjoy a perfed equality id our ports; 

*• Hit in cases of urgent necessity j 2d, in case;* of comfort* or 

i** coiivcniencej and 3d, in the tinie they choose to continue." 

[jiud such shelter and acconnraodation are due to the public 

ships of all nations, on the principle of hospitality among 

' friendly nations, 

Jt Will also be expedient^ explicitly to declare, that the right 
j of asyliinij stipulated for the armed vessels of France and tlleir 
prizes, gives no right to make sale of those prizes. 

But U'heD prize ships are so disabled* ai* to be incapable of 
putting to sea again, until refit tedj acid when they are utterly 
disabledj j^orae provision is opcessafy, relative to their cargoes. 
Both case?! occurred last year. The government permitted^ 
though with hesitation and caution, the cargoes to be unloaded^ 
Dpe of the vessels to be repaired, and part of the prize goods 
sold, to pay f(ir the repairs, and tht cargo of the vessel that was 
iouod unfit ever to gg to sea again, was iil lowed to be exported 
as /inW gp(?dst even in ncuiral bottoms. The doubts on these 
occasioBs arose from ihe 24th aniele of the British treaty, for- 
Ndding the sale of the prices of privateers* or the exchanging 
of the same, in any iiianoer whatever. But a$ French prices 
i^^ere entitled to an asylum iu our ports, it was eoDceived lobe 
g reasonable consiru^Sion of it, to allow of such proceedings as 
those above mentioned, to prevent the total loss of vessels and 
cargoes. The 25th article of the British treaiy, demands at* 
tention i as it is therein stipulated, that no future treaty shall 
be made, th^a shall bo inconsistent wilk thai, or the 24th ar- 
liclc. Another douht arose, whether the British treaty did cot, 
in good faith, require the prohibition of ihtf sale of prizes made 
by the KaiwT^I slipi of France, as well as of those made by 
her privateers j especially seeing our treaty with France, gave 
Jier Dn right to sell any prizes whatever ; but, upon the whole, 
it was conceived that the United Stales^ having beforeallo^ved 
the sale of such prizes, and the prohibition in the 24lb article 
of (he treaty, beiog distinctly pointed agi^iiist (he sale of the 
prizes of Priv^Urrs, it was thought proper to permit the former 
practice to com in uej until the Executive should make and pub- 
liah a pTohibition of the sale of all. prises, or that Co tigress 
ibould pass a prohibitory law. 

Art. 22. If in rjew modelling the treaty with France, the 
total prohibition of the sale of prizes in the ports of the party 
remaining neutral, should not be agreed on, at least the right 
of each power to make at its pleasure ^uch prohibition, whether 
(hey arc prizeii of Katioual ship^, or privatetrs, should be ac- 
Jtn owl edged, for the reason more than once suggested — to pre-* 
yepl a repetition of claims upoti unfoanded construftions; 

sucU 
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such as under the present article, that a prohibition to an enemy 
of cither party, is a grant to the otier of the thing forbidden. 

Art. 23d and 24th. These have been already considered^ 
and the alterations proposed have been mentioned. 

There have been so many unjnst causes and pretences as- 
signed for capturing and confiscating American vessels, it 
may perhaps be impossible to guard against a repetition of 
them in any treaty which can be devised. To state the causet 
and pretences that have been already advanced by the Govero<- 
ment of France, its agents and tribunals, as the grounds of the 
capture aud condemnation of American vessels and cargoes* 
would doubtless give pain to any man of an ingenuous mind, 
who. should be employed on the part of France, to oegotfate 
another ^treaty, or a modification of the treaties which exist. 
It is not desired, therefore, to go farther into detail on these 
matters than shall be necessary to guard by explicit stipulations, 
against future misconsti^idions, and the mischiefs they will 
naturally produce. 

Under pretence that certain ports were surrendered to the 
English by the treachery of the French and Dutch inhabitants, 
Vidor Hugues and Lebas, the special agents of the Execntive 
Dircdory, at Guadaloupe, have declared, that all neutral ves- 
sels bound to or from such ports shall be good prize. 

Under 4he pretence that the British were taking all neutral 
vessels bound to or from French ports, the French agents at St. 
Domingo fSanthonax and others) decreed that all American 
vessels bound to or from English ports, should be captured j 
and they have since declared such captured vessels to be good 
pHze. The French consuls in Spain have, on the same ground, 
condemned a number of American vessels, merely because they, 
were destined to or coming from an English port. 

Under the pretence, that the sea-letters or passports prescrib- 
ed by the commercial treaty, for the mutual advantage of the 
merchants and navigators of the two nations, to save their 
vessels from detention and other vexations, when met with at 
sea, by presenting so clear a proof of the property, are an 
indispensable document to be found on board the French con- 
fiscate American vessels destitute of them, even when they ac- 
knowledge the properly to be American. 

Because horses and their military furniture, when destined to - 
any enemies* port, are by the 24th article of the commercial 
treaty, declared contraband, and as such by themselves, only 
liable to. confiscation, Hugues and Lebas decreed all neutral 
'vessels having horses, or any other contraband goods on board, 
should be good prize ; and they accordingly condemned vessels 
and cargoes. 

The ancient ordinances of the French monarchs, required a 
variety of papers to be on board neutral vessels, the want of 
any one of which,, is made a cause of condemnation i although 

the 
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thiB 25th article of the commercial treaty mentions what 
certificates shall accompany the merchant vessels and car- 
goes of each part3r> and which by every reasonable construdion, 
oaght to gire them protedion. 

It will, therefore, be adviseable, to guard against abuses by 
descending to particulars : to describe the ships* papers which 
shall be required^ and to declare that the want of any other 
shall not be a cause for confiscation : to fi^c the mode of man- 
ning vessels as to the officers^ and the proportion of the crews 
who shall be citizens -, endeavouring to provide^ in respe^ to 
American vessels^ that more than one third may be foreigners. 
This provision will be important to the Southern states^ which 
have but few native seamen. 

The marine ordinances of France> will shew what regula- 
tions have been required^ to be observed by allied, as well at 
neutral powers in general, to ascertain and secure the property 
of neutrals. Some of these regulations may be highly proper 
to be adopted; while others may be inconvenient and burthen- 
some. Your aim will be to render the documents and formali- 
ties, as few^ and as simple as will consist with a fair and regular 
commerce. 

Articles 25 and 27. These two articles should be render- 
ed conformable to each other. The 27th says, that after the 
exhibition of the passport, the vessel shall be allowed to pass 
without moU'station or search, without giving her chace^ or 
forcing her to quit her intended course. The 25th requires 
that besides the passport vessels shall be furnished with certain 
certificates, which of course must also be exhibited. It will 
be expedient to add, that if in the face of such evidence, the 
armed vessel will carry the other into port, and the papers are 
found conformable to treaty, the captors shall be condemned 
in all the charges, damages, and interests thereof, which they 
shall have caused. A provision of this nature is made in the 
eleventh article of our treaty with the United Netherlands. 

Article 28 The prohibited goods here mentioned, have 
DO relation to contraband ; but merely to such as by the laws of 
the country are forhiddeti to be exported. Yet in the case of ex- 
porting horses from Virginia, which no law prohibited, in the 
wifiter uf J 796, this article was applied by the French Minis- 
ter to horses which by the French treaty are contraband of war. 
And a letter from the Minister to Vi6tor Hugues and Lebas, 
informing them that the American government refused to pre- 
vent such export of horses by the British, is made one ground 
for their decree above mentioned. 

Article 30 The vessels of the United States ought to bo 
admitted-into the ports of France, in the same manner as the 
vessels of France are admitted into the ports of the United 
States. But such a stipulation ought not to authorize the ad- 
miiiioD of vessels of either party into the ports of the other» 
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into which the admission of all foreign vessels shall be forbid- 
den by the laws of France and of the .United States rcspeftively. 
With this restridion, the principles of the lith article of the 
treaty with Great Britain^ afford a liberal and unexceptionable 
precedent. A restriftion like that here referrrd to will be 
found in the first paragraph of the third article of thiB British 
Treaty. 

The commerce to the French colonies in the East and West 
Indies, will doubtless be more or less restrided, according to 
the usage of other European nations. Yet on account of the 
disarranged condition of the French navigation, probably a 
larger latitude of trade with their colonies will be readily per- 
mitted for a term of years : and perhaps the mutual advanta- 
ges, thence resulting, will be found so great as to induce after- 
wards a prolongation of that term, to which the course or 
habit of business may contribute. 

While between the United States and France, there shall 
subsist a perfe6t reciprocity in respe6t to commerce, we must 
endeavour to extend our trade to her colonies to as many ar- 
ticles as possible. Of these the most important are provisions 
of all kinds, as beef, pork, fiour, butter, cheese, fish, grain, 
pulse, live stock, and every other article serviag for food, 
which is the produce of the country, horses, mules, timber* 
plants, and wood of all kinds, cabinet ware and qther ma- 
Iiufa6tures of the United States: and to obtain in return 
all the articles of the produce of thpse colonies, without 
exception 3 at least to the value of the cargoes carried to those 
colonies. 

There have been different constructions of the Consular Con- 
vention. The French have contended for the execution of tiiefr 
consular decisions, by the marshal or other officer of the United 
States; and their ministei'of justice has formally stated in a re- 
port to the minister of foreign affairs, that the judicial senten- 
ces of the American consuls in France will be executed by cer- 
tain officers of justice in that country. The legal opinion of 
the law officers of the United States, which the government has 
adopted, opposes such a construction. The French have alsq 
contended, that deserters from French vessels ought to be ap- 
prehended by the judicial officers of the United States, ppon 
other evidence than the original shipping paper, or rtJ/e (I equi^ 
fage: whereas the disiridt judges have insisted that theConsular 
Convention requires the original r61e to be produced. This 
claim was lately revived by the consul genVal of the Frenc}^ 
republic. The correspondence on this occasion will be 
joined to the other docupaents, which accompany these ipstrpf:* 
tions. 

The United States cannot consent to the ereCting of fqr^iga 
tribunals within their jurisdiction. We consider theju^icif^) 

aiithohtjr 
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aatbority of consnh as d^cribed in the Consnttr Conrentien, 
to be voltiDtai7« not compulsoiy, in the country where thejf 
reside: and that their decisions^ if not obejed by the par- ^ 

ties respedively, must be enforced by the laws of their pro- 
per coQOlry ; and such a provision you will see has been made 
in France, where a penalty of 14CX) livres is imposed on the 
citiseo who refases obedience to a consular decision in a foreign 
state. 

The Consular Convention will expire in about four years ; 
ind if any great diificuUies arise in settling the terms 
of a new one, that which exists must take its course : but 
if the French government should be silent on the subjed 
of the Consular Convention^ silence may be observed on our 
part. 

•Rie ports of the United States being frequented by the vessels 
of different belligereot powers, it became necessary to regulate : 

the times of their sailing. The President, therefore, adopted 
what was understood to be the received rule in Europe; and 
ordered that af^er the sailing of a vessel of one of the bellige- 
rent powers, twenty-four hours should elapse before an armed 
▼esse! of an enemy of the former should set sail. This rule has .! 

not been duly respeded by the armed vessels of France and 
Great Britain. 

As the tranquillity of the United States requires, that 
no hostile movements be commenced within their juris- 
vdiction; and the interests of commerce demand an entire ^; 

freedom to the departure of vessels from their ports, it 
may be expedient. expressly to recognize the above mentioned 
rule. 

it will also be expedient to agree on the extent of territorial 
jurisdidion on the sea coast, and in what situations bays aAd 
sounds may be said to be land-locked, and within the jurisdic- 
tion of the sovereign of the adjacent country. 

On the supposition that a treaty will be negotiated to alter 
and amend the treaties which now exist between France and the 
United States, the following leading principles to govern the 
negotiation, are subjoined. 

(. Conscious integrity au;horize8 the government to insist, 
that no blame or censure be diredly or indiredly imputed to 
the United States. But on the other hand, however excep- 
tionable in the view of our own government, and in the eyes of 
an impartial world may have been the conduft of France, yet 
she may be unwilling to ai^knowledge any aggressions, and we 
do not wish to wound her feelings or to excite resentment. It 
will therefore be best to adopt on this point the principle of the 
British Treaty, and *' terminate our differences in sueh man- 
•* ner, as without referring to the merits of our respedive com- 
'* plaints and pretensions, may be the best calculated to pro- 
** duce mutual satisfadion and good understanding " 
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2. That no aid be stipulated ia favour of Fraoce during the 
preseot wan 

3. That no engagement be made inconsistent with the obti- 

gaLions of any prior treaty. 

4. That no restraint on our lawful connmerce witb any othet" 
natioabe admitted. 

5» That no i^tipulation be made, under colour of which, 
tfibonals can be established within our jurisdiftk'n or per- 
sonal privileges claimed by French citizens, incompatible 
with the conaplete Bovereignty and independence of the 
United Slates in matters of policy, commerce, and go?era- 
meut. 

It will be expedient to limit the duration of the treaty to a 
term of, from ten to twenty years. Such changes in the cir- 
cam&tanccs of the two parties are likely to happen within either 
of ihcse pcriodip as to give one or both good reason to desire a 
change in the conditions of the treaty. Ftom this Limitatian 
may be expected auch arliele^ as are declaratory of a state of 
peace, or as are intended to regulate the condufl: of the two 
nations, at the commencement of j or during a state of x^'ar, or 
which arc founded in morality and justice, and are in their 
nature of perpetnal obligation. Of tbis kind may be consi- 
dered the 10th article of the treaty wiUi Grent Britain ; which 
therefore may very properly be introduced into the treaty with 
France, 

Finally, the great objea of the government beine to do 
justice to France and her citizens, if in any thing we have m^ 
jured them j to obtain justice for the multiplied injuries they 
have committed against m; and to preserve peace, your style 
and manner of proceeding will be such ai shall most diredJy 
tend to M^cure these objects. There may be such a change of 
men atid measures in France as will authonze, perhaps render 
politic, the use of strong language, in describing the treatment 
we have receivedp On the other hand, the French government 
mny be determined to frustrate the negotiation, and throw the 
©ditim on this country ; in which case, any thing like warmth 
and harshness, would be made the pretext. If things remain 
in their present situation, the style of representation %nll nnite, 
as much as possible, calm dignity with simplicity, force of sen- 
timent with mildness of language, aud be calculated to impress 
y%u ide^ of inEeitible persevcrancCj rather than of distrust or 
^ confidence. 

With these insirudions, you will receive the following do- 
; cun^ents. 

1. The printed stute papers, containing the correspondence 
1 between the Secretary gf State, and the French Minister, Mr. 
[Gcftet. 

2. The 
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2. The letter dated Jantiary l§th 1797, from the Secretary 
of State to General Pinckney, and the docaments therein re- 
ferred to, in wluch all the known complaints of the French 
government, since the recall of Mr. Genet, are exhibited and 
discussed. 

3. A reportfrom the Secretary of State, to the House of Re- 
presentatives, dated the 27th of February 1797, exhibiting tlie 
state of American claims, which had been presented to the 
French government (but few of which bad been satisfied) ; to- 
gether with some further information, relative to the depreda- 
tions by the officers, and people of that nation, on the com- 
merce of the United States. 

4« A report miade by the Secretary of Stat^, to the President 
of the United States, on the 2l8t of June 1797, and by him 
laid before Congress on the 22d. 

5. Certain original depositions, protests, and other pa- 
pers relative to the French spoliations on the commerce and 
personal insolts and inj,uries to the citizens of the United 
States. 

6. The documents laid before the House of Representa- 
tives, the 17th of May 1797, relative to General Pinckney's 
mission to Paris, and comprehending some papers relative to 
the capture and condemnation of American vessels by the 
French. 

7. The correspondence with the French Consul, General Le- 
tombe, relative to the Consular Convention. 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, 

Secretary of State. 



DISPATCHES 

From Messrs. Pincknet, Marshall and Gerry 
(Envoys extraordinary to France)^ commimica^ 
ted to tie Congress on the 3d of Jpril 1798. 

(No. 1.) 

Parisy Oeiober 22^/, 1 797. 
Dear Sir, 

All of us having arrived at Paris on the evening of the 
fourth instant, on the next day we verbally and unofficially 
ioformed the mioisiei of foreign affairs therewith, and de- 
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sired to know when he would be at leisure to receive one of 
our secretaries with the official notification: he appointed 
the next day at two o'clock; when Major Rmledge waited 
on hioi with the following letter : 

Citizen Minister, 

The United States of America beins desirous of terminating 
all differences between them and the French Republic, and of 
restoring that harmonv and good understanding, and that com 
mercial, and friendly mtercourse, which from the common ce- 
ment of their political coniieftion until lately have so happily sub^ 
sisted, the PresWent has nominated, and by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate has appointed us, the undersigned, 
jointly and severally Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Ple- 
nipotentiary to the I' rench Republic, for the purpose of accom- 
plishing these great obje£ls. In pursuance of such nomination 
and appointment, and with such view having come to Paris^ 
we wish, Citizen Minister, to wait on you at any hour you 
will be pleased to appoint, to present the copy or our letters 
of credence ; and whilst we evince our sincere and ardent 
desire for the speedy restoration of friendship and harmony 
between the two republics, we flatter ourselves with your 
concurrence in the accomplishment of this desirable event. 
We request you will accept the assurances of our perfedk es- 
teem and consideration. 

(Signed) 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
John Marshall, 
Elbridge Gerry. 



Paris, Oftober 6ih, in the 22d 
year of American Independence. 



} 



To this letter the minister gave a verbal answer, that he 
would see us the day after the morrow, (the 8th), atone 
o'clock. Accordingly at that hour and day we waited on 
the minister at his house, were his office is held, when, be- 
ing informed he was not at home, the secretary -general of 
the department, told Major Rutledge, that the minister was 
obliged to wait on the diredlory, and requested we would 
suspend our visit till three o'clock. At which hour we cal- 
led The minister we found was tlien engaged with the 

Portuguese 
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Portuguese minister, who retired in about ten minutes, when 
-we were introduced and produced the copy of our letters of 
-credence, which the minister perused and kept. He inform* 
cd us, '* that the Diredtory had required him to make a re* 
*^ port relative to the situation of the United States with 
** regard to France, which he was then about, and which " 
'^ would be finished in a few days, when he would let us 
** know wliat «teps were to follow." We asked if cards of 
hospitality were in the mean time necessary ? He said they 
-were, and that they should be delivered to us ; andheimme* 
diately rung for his secretary and direfleJ him to make them 
out. The conversation was carried on by him in French, 
and by us in our own language. 

The next day cards of hospitality were sent to us and 
our secretaries, in a style suitable to our official charaSer. 

On Saturday the 14th, Major Mountflorenee informed 
General Pinckney, that he had a conversation with Mr. 
Osmond, the private and confidential secretary of the mini- 
ster of foreign aflairs, who told him, that the Diredtory 
■were greatly exasperated at some parts of the President's 
speech, at the opening of the last ssession of Congress, and 
would require an explanation of them from us. The parti- 
cular parts were not mentioned. In another conversation 
on the same day, the secretary informed the major, that the 
minister had told him it was probable we should not have a 
public audience of the Dire6tory, till such time as our nego- 
tiation was finished, that probably persons might be appoint- 
ed to treat with us ; but they would report to him, and he 
would hav6 the dire£lion of the negotiation. The Major 
did not conceal from Mr. Osmond his intention to commu- 
nicate these conversations to us. 

In the morning of Odlober the i8th, Mr. W . . : 
of the house of called on General Pinck- 
ney and informed him, that a M. X. who was in Paris, 

and whom the General had seen 

was a gentleman of considerable credit and reputation . . 

and that we 

might place great reliance on him. 

In the evening of the same day, M. X. called on Gene- 
ral Pinckney, aiid after having sal some time ..... 
whispered him, that he liad a message from M. Talleyrand 
to communicate, when he was at leisure. General Pinck- 
ney immediately withdrew with him into another room ; and 
when they we're alone, M. X. said, that he was charged 
widi a business in which he was a novice ; that he had been 

vox. IX, G ^c^i^i\tvv<^A 
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acquainted wifh M. Talleyrand 

and that he was sure he nad a great regard for [America] 
and its citizens; and was desirous, that a reconciliation 
should be brought about with France ; that to effeduate that 
end, he was ready, if it was thought proper, to suggest a 
plan, copfidentially, that M. Talleyrand cxpedled would 
answer the purpose. General Pinckney said he should be 
glad to hear it. M. X. replied, that the Diredkory, and 
particularly two of the members of it, were exceedingly ir- 
ritated at some passages of the President's speech, and desi- 
red that they should be softened ; and that this step would be 
necessary, previous to our reception : that besides this, a sum 
of money was required for the pocket of the Diredlory and 
ntinisters, which would be at the disposal of M. Talley- 
rand: and that a loan weuld also be insisted on. M. X. 
said, if we acceded to these measures, M. Talleyrand had 
no doubr, chat all our differences with France mi^ht be ac- 
commodated. On inquiry, M. X. could not pomt out the 
particular passages of the speech that had given offence, nor 
the quantum ot the loan: but mentioned that the douceur for 
the pocket was twelve hundred thousand livres, about fifty 
thousand pounds sterling. General Pinckney told him, his 
colleagues and himself, from the time of their arrival here, 
had been treated with great slight and disrespe£t ; that they . 
earnestly wished for peace and reconciliation with France ; 
' and had been entrusted by their country with very great pow- 
ers to obtain these ends, on honourable terms : diat with ie- 
gard to the propositions made, he could not even consider of 
them, before he had communicated them to his colleagues : 
that after he had done so, he should hear from him. After 
a communication and consultation had, it was agreed, that 
General Pinckney should call on M. X. and request him to 
make his propositions to us all ; and for tear of mistakes or 
misapprehension^ that he should be requested to reduce the 
heads into wrijing. Accordingly, on the morning of OtSlo- 
ber the nineteenth, General Pinckney called on M. X. who 
consented to see his colleagues in the evening, and to reduce 
his propositions to writing. He said his communication was 
not immediately with M. Talleyrand, but through another 
gentleman, in whom M. Talleyrand had great confidence: 
this proved afterwards to be M. Y . 

At six in the evening, M. X. came, and left with us die 
first set of propositions ; which, translated from the French, 
are as follows: "A person who possesses the confidence of 
" the Diredory, on nvhat relates to the affairs of America, 

« COWNVtVC^d 
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*' convinced of the mbtual advantages, which would result 
•* from ihe re-enablishmcnr of the gocKJ untlcrslanding be- 
** rween the two nations, proposes to employ all of bis in- 
*• fluence to obtain rhis obje^. He will assist the commk- 
*' sioners of the Uniced States in all the demands which tliirf 
" mav have to make from the government of France, inas- 
*' much as they may not He contradiftory to those which hcf 
'* proposes himficlf to make, and of which the principal 
*' will he communicated conftdentially. It is de&ired, that 
** in the offici il communications, there should be given a 
" sriftening turn to a part of the President's speech to Con- 
•■ gress, which has caused much irritaiion. It is feared, 
** that in noi siifsfyiiig certain individuals in this reEpcfi> 
** ihcy may give way to all their resentment. Thcnomina- 
*^ tion of commissioners wiil he consented to on the same 
*' footing, as they have been named in the treaty with Eng- 
** land, to decide on the reclamations which individuals of 
** America may make on the government of France, or 
" on French individualSi The payment which, agreeably 
" to tlie decisions of the commissioners, shall fall to the share 
■ of the French government, arc to be advanced by the 
** American government itselt'. It is desired ihat the fundi, 
** which by this means shall enter again into ihe American 
*' trade, should be employed in new supplies for the French 
*' colonies. Engagements of this nature, on the part of . 
■' mdividuak reclaiming, will always hasten, in all proba- 
** bility, the decisions of the French commissioners : 
•' and perhaps it may be desired, that this clause should 
** make a part of the in si ru ft ions, which the government 
'* of the United States should give to the commissioners they 
*' may choose. The French government desires, besides, 
** to obtain a ban from the United States ; hut so that that 
** should not give any jealousy to the English government, 
** nor hurt the neutriility of the Unicqd States. This loan 
** shall be masked by stipulating, that the government of the 
** United Stares, consents to make the advances for the pay- 
** inent of the debts contracted by the agents of the French 
•' government, with the citizens of the United Statets; and 
** which arc already acknowledged, and the payment order- 
*' edby the Directory ; but without having been yet eiFec- 
*' tuated. There should be delivered a note to the amount 
*^ of these debts. Probably this note may be accompanied 
*' by ostensible pieces^ which will guarante? to the agents 
" die responsibility of the United States, in case any um- 

C2 '^'\i^^^ 
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<^ brage diould cause an inquiry. There shall also be first 
** taken from this loan certain sums* for the purpose of mak- 
*^ ing the customary distributions in diplomatic affairs." The 
person of note mentioned in the minutes, who had the con- 
fidence of the Direftory, he said, before us all, was M« 
Talleyrand. The amount of the loan he could not ascer-* 
tain precisely ; but understood it would be according to our 
ability to pay. The sum which would be considered as pro- 
per, accordmg" t6 diplomatic usage, was about twelve hun- 
dred thousand livres. He could not state to us what parts of 
the President's speech were excepted to ; but said he would 
inquire and inform us. He agreed to breakfast with Mr« 
Gerry, the morning of the 21st, in order to make such ex- 
planations as we had then requested, or should think proper 
to request: but on the morning of the 20th, M. X. caU€d 
and said, that M. Y. the conhdential friend of M. Tall^« 
rand, instead of communicating with us through M. X. 
would see us hiipself, and make the necessary explanations. 
We appointed to meet him in the evening of tne twentieth at 
seven o'clbck, in General Marshall's room. At seven M* 
Y. and M. X. entered; and the first mentioned gentleman^ 
being introduced to us as die confidential friend of M. TaU 
leyrand, immediately stated to us the favourable impres*- 
sions of fiiat; gentleman toward our country, impressions 
which were made by the kindness and civilities he had per- 
sonally received in Ameriia : that impressed by his solicitude 
to repay these kindnesses, he was willing to aid us in the pre- 
sent negotiation by his good offices with the Diredlory, who 
were, he said, extremely irritated against the government of 
the United States, on account of some parts of the Presi - 
dent's^speech, and who had neither acknowledged nor re^ 
ceived us, and consequently have not authorized- M. Tal- 
leyrand to have any communications with us. The minis- 
ter therefore could not see us himself; but had authorized his 
friend M. Y. to communicate to us certain propositions, and 
to receive our answers to them ; and to promise on his part, 
that if wc would engage to consider them as die basis of the 
proposed negotiation, he would intercede widi the Dircdtory 
to acknowledge us, and to give us a public audience. M. 
Y. stated to tis explicitly and reiieatcdly, that he wascloadied 
with no authority ; that he was not a diplomatic charatStcr-; 
tliat he was not . ... . .lie was only the friend 

of M. Talleyrand, and trusted by him; that with regard to 

himself he had . . , • '\. ... . 

4U3J ibathe earnestly wished ^U to the United State%^ He 
^hcatook out of bis pocket SL French traus\aUon.o£ livcTvesU 
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ikiu's speecby the p»ru of which gbjf £lcd to by the PiFec* 
tory were marked, agr^e^ihly to our request to M* X. aB4 
are contained in the exhibit A. Th^ he made u^ die $e« 
cond set of propositioos, which were dictated by him an4 
written by M. X. in our presence, and deKvered to us, acKJi 
which, translated from the French, are asfollpws. ^^ T^i^rf 
** is denuinded a formal disavowal ia writing, declaring tha| 
** the speech of the citizen President J^rras did not c^ntaii^ 
** any thing offensive to the govenunent of the United States, 
*^ nor any thing which deserved the epithets ^ataiiif4 in thf 
^' whole paragraph: Secondly | reparation is detn9nde4 fof 
** the article by which it shall be declared, that the df^rce of 
** the Dire&ory there mentioned did not contain uny thing 
<^ contrary to the tresity of 1778, and had none pf (hp^ 
*^ fetal consef uences, that the paragraph reproaches to it : 
** Thirdly, it is demanded, that there should be an aokoowv 
** Jedgement in writing of the depredations exercised pn our 
*< trade by the English and French privateers; Four^y, 
*•* the government of France, feithful to the profession p(f 
*' public faith which it has made npt to intermeddle in the 
** internal afiairs of foreign governmeiKs with which i{ is 
*< at peace, would look upon this paragraph as an attack 
** upon its loyalty, if this was intended by the President. 
** It demands, in consequence, a formal declaration, that 
*^ it 18 not the government of France, nor its agents, that 
** this paragraph meant to designate: In consideration of 
<< these reparations, the French Republic is disposed to re* 
<* new with the United States of America, a treaty which 
** shall place them reciprocally in the same state that they 
** were in 1778; By this new treaty, France shall be placed 
** with respe£t to the United States, exa&ly on the same 
<^ footing as they stand with England, in virtue of the lasf 
** tieaty, which has been concluded between them. A se« 
^* ccet article of this new treaty, would be a loan to bemad^ 
'< by the United States to the French Kepubh'c: and onc« 
*^ agreed upon the amount of the loan, it would be endea- 
** voured to consult the convenience of the United States, 
** with.iespe(St to the best method of preventing its publicity* 
^* On reading the speeph M. Y. dilated very much upon the 
^* keenness of the resentment it had produced, and expa- 
** tiaied largely on the satisiaftion he said was indispensably 
'' necessary, as a preliminary to negotiation. But, said he, 
•• gentlemen, I will not disguise from you, that, this satis* 
*• ta^ion being made, the essential part of the treaty remains 
^ to te a4;us^: i//afa de V argiTi^yi^xX j<m jbi4Wf«u( far* 
Q 3 yntO'' 



86 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

•* gent:*' (you must pay money^ you must pay a great deal of 
money.) He spoke much of the force, the honour, 'and the 
jealous republican pride of France ; and represented to us 
strongly, the advantages which we should derive from the 
neutrality, thus to be purchased. He said, that the receipt 
of the money might be so disguised, as to prevent its being 
considered as a breach of neutrality by England ; and thus 
save us from being embroiled with tnat power. Concerning 
the twelve hundred thousand livres, little was said ; that 
being completely understood, on all sides, to be required for 
the officers of government, and therefore needing no further 
explanation. These propositions, he said, being considered 
as the admitted basis of the proposed treaty, M. Talleyrand 
trusted that, by his influence with the Dire£tory, he could 
prevail on the government to receive us. We askol whether 
we were to consider it as certain, that, without a previous 
stipulation to the cffeft required, we were not to be received. 
He answered, that M. Talleyrand himself was not autho- 
rized to speak to us the will of the Diredory, and conse- 
quently could not authorize him. The conversation conti- 
nued until half after nine, when they left us; having enga- 
ged to breakfast with Mr. Gerry the next morning. 

Odloberaist, M. X. came before nine o'clock : M. Y. 
^id not come until ten — he had passed the morning with M. 
Talleyrand. After breakfast the subjeA was immediately 
resumed. He represented to us, that we were not yet ac- 
knowledged or received ; that the Dirediory were so exas- 
perated against the United States, as to have come to a de- 
termination to demand from us, previous to our reception, 
those disavowals, reparations, and explanations, which 
were stated at large last evening. He said that M. Talley- 
rand and himself; were extremely sensible of the pain we 
must feel in complying with this demand; but chat the 
Direftory would not dispense with it : that, thereff^re, we 
must consider it as the indispensable preliminary to obtain our 
reception ; unless we could find the means to change their 
determination in this particular : that if we satisfied the Di- 
reftory in these particulars, a letter would be written to us 
to demand the extent of our powers, and to know whether 
we were authorized to place them precisely on the same 
footing with England ; — whether, he said, otir full powers 
were really and substantially full powers ; or, like those of 
Lord Malmesbury, only illusory powers : that, if to this 
demand our answer should be affirmative, then France would 
eaagcat tb$i cqaimisnonen should be appointed to ascertain 
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the ckittis of the United Stntet, id like manner as under our 
treaty with England ^ but from their juriadiiflion mu&t be 
wthdrawn, those v/hich were condemned for want of a 
role ite^uipagf; that being a point on which Merlin, while 
niinisrer of justice, had written a treatise, and on which the 
Oirc^kory were decided. There would, however, be no ob- 
jection to our complaining of these captures in the course of 
the negotiation^ and if we could convince Merlin, by our 
reasoning, the minister would himself be satisfied with our 
so doing. We required an explanation of that part of the 
conversation, in which M. Y. had hinted at our finding 
means to avert the demand c<incerning the President's speech. 
He answered, that he vvas not authorized to state those 
means, but that we must search for them and propose them 
ourselves. If, however, we asked his opinion as a private 
individual^ and would receive ir as coming horn him, he 
would suggest to us the means which in his opinion would 
succeed. On being asked to su^^^est the mcans» he answered, 
money ; that the Directory were jealoui. of its own hommr and 
of thehonour of the nation ; that it insisted on receiving from us 
the same respect with which we had treated the King ; that 
this honour must be maintained in the manner lx:fore re* 
quired, unless we substituted in the place of those reparations 
something perhaps more valuable, diat was, money. He 
said funher, that if we desired him to point cut the sum 
which he believed would be satisfactory, he would do so. 
We requested him to proceed ; and he said, that there were 
thirty-iwo miUions of florins of Dutch inscriptions, worth 
ten shillings in the pound, which might be assigned to us at 
twenty shillifigsin the pound : and he proceeded to state to 
us the certainly, that after a peace, the Dutch government 
would repay us the money ; so that we should ultimately lose 
nothing; aiid the only operation of the measure would be 
an advance from us to France of thirty- two millions, on the 
credit of the government of Holland. We asked him 
whether the fifty thousand pounds sterling, as a douceur to the 
Directory, must be in addition to this sum. He answered in 
the affirmative. We told him, that on the subject of the 
treaty, we had no hesitation in saying that our powers were 
ample : that on the other points proposed to us we would 
retire into auother room, and return in a lew minutes with 
our answer. 

We committed immediately to writing the answer we pro- 
posed» in the following words : ** Our powers respecting a 
*' treaty, arc ample : but^ the projositiaa oi ^ Vo3.^> \^^ti 
c 4 ^^^^ 
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** fatm of Dutch inscriptions, or in any other form, is nbt 
** within thb limits of our instrudlions ; upon this point, 
** therefore, the government must be consulted : one of the 
'** .American ministers will, for the purpose, forthwith cm- 
>* bark for America ; provided the Direftory will suspend all 
** funher captures on American vessels, and wili suspetid 
** proceedings on those already captured, as well where they 
** have bcien already condemned, as where the decisions have 
♦* not yet been rendered ; and that, where sales have been 
*' made, but the money not yet received by the captors, it 
'^* shall not be paid until the preliminary questions, proposed 
** to the ministers of the United States, be discussed andde- 
^* cided," which was read as a verbal answer ; and we told 
them, they might copy it, if they pleased. M. Y. refused 
to do so : his disappointment was a{>parent : he said, we 
treated the money-part of the proposition, as if it had pro- 
ceeded from the Directory ; whereas, in hdi, it did not pro- 
ceed even from the minister, - but was only a suggestion from 
himself, as a substitute to be proposed by us, in order to 
. «void the painful acknowledgement that the Directory had 
determined to demand of us. it was told him, that we under- 
stood that matter perfe£tly ; that we knew the proposition 
was in form, to be ours ; but that it came substantially from 
thb minifiter. We asked what had led to our present con- 
versation ? And General Pinckney then repeated the first 
communication from M. X. (to the whole of which, that 
gentleman assented) and we observed, that those gentlemen 
had brought no testimonials of their speaking any thing from 
authority ; but that, relying on the fair characters they bore, 
we had believed them, when they said, they were from the 
cminister, and had conversed with them in lilce manner, as iJF 
we were conversing with M.Talleyrand himself , and that 
we could not consider any suggestion M, Y. had made, as 
not having been previously approved of; but yet, if he did 
not chuse to take a memorandum in writing, or our answer, 
we had no wish, that he should do so : and further, if he 
•chose to give the answer to his proposition, the form of a 
proposition from ourselves, we could only tell him, that we 
had no other proposition to make,- relative to any advance of 
money on our part : that America had sustained deep and 
'heavy losses by French depredations on our commerce, and 
that France had alleged so [many] complaints against the 
United States, that on those subjects we came fully prepared, 
find were not a little surprised to fmd France unwilling to 
hear us; and makisg demands *upon us^ whiob couU 4iever 
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have been siutpected by our govenament, and which had the 
^appearance of our being the aggressing party. M. Y. ex- 
pressed himself vehemently on the resentment of France; 
and complainedy that instead of our proposing some substitute 
Tor the reparations demanded of us, we were stipulating cer- 
tain conditions to hp performed by the Directory itself ; that 
he could not take charge of such propositions ; and that the 
Directory would persist in its demand, of those reparation* 
which he at first stated. We answered, that we could not 
help It : It was for tlie Directory to determine, what course 
its own honour, and the interests of France required it to pur- 
sue ; It was for us to guard the interests and lionour of our 
country. M. Y. observed, that we had taken no notice of 
the first proposition, which was, to know, whether we were 
ready to make the disavowal, reparauons and explanations, 
concerning the President's speech. We told him, that wc 
supposed It to be impossible, that either he, or the minister, 
could imagine, ' that such a proposition could require aa 
answer : tnat we did not understand it as being seriously 
expected ; but merely as introductory to tlie subjects of real 
consideration. ' 

He spoke of the respect which the Directory required, and 
repeated, that it would exact as much as was paid to the 
ancient Kings. We answered, that America had demon- 
strated to the world, and especially to France, a much greater 
respect for her present government, than for her former mo- 
narchy ; and, that there was no evidence of this disposition^ 
which ought to be required, that we wei e not ready to give. 
He said, that we should certainly not be received ; and seemed 
to shudder at the consequences. We told him, that America 
had made every possible effort to remain on friendly terms 
with France ; that she was still making them ; that if France 
would not hear us, but would make war on the United 
Slates i nothing remained for us, but to regret the unavoid- 
able necessity of defending ourselves. 

The subject of our powers was again mentioned ; and, we 
told him, that America was solicitous to have no more mis- 
understandings with any Republic, but especially with France; 
that she wished a permanent treaty, and was sensible, that 
no treaty could be permanent, which did not comport with 
the interests of the parties ; and therefore, that he might be 
assured, that our powers were such as authorized us to place 
France on equal ground with England, in any respecSks in 
which an inequality might be supposed to exist at present be- 
tween iheaXf to the disadvantage of France. The sub^e(% q£ 
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the riU d*equ2pQg€ was also mentioned ; and we asked what 
assurance could we have, if Fra«ice insisted on the right of 

, adding to the stipulations of our treaty » or of altering thttia 
by municipal regulations^ ih^it any future treaty we could 
, tnake, should be observed. M. Y. said, ihai he did not as- 
sert the priuciple of changing treaties by municipal reguJa- 
I lions , but that the Directory considered us regulation, con- 
cerning the r&li d'^Squlpagi^ as comporting with the treaty- 
We observed to him th^t none of our vci^sek had what cl^ie 
! French termed a r$k d^Sqmpage^ and that if we were to sur- 
\ Tender ail the property which had been taken from our citizens, 
in cases where their vessels were not furnished wi»h such a 
ro/tf, the government would be responsible to its titfzeos, f^jr 
die property so surrciidtTed ; since it would be impossible to 
undertake to asiert, djat there was any ^>lausibihty in ihe al- 
legation, that our ire;ity required a rMc d'tquipage. 

The subject of disavowals J &c, concei ning the President's 
', Speech, was again nventioneti ; and, it was observed, that 
' ihe Constitution of the United States, authorized and ret^uircd 
*our President to communicate his ideas on the affairs of the 
I nation \ that, in obedience to the Constitution, he had done 
^.fioj that we had not power to confirm, or invalidate any part 
1 of the President's Speech ; that soch an attempt could produce 
no other effect, than to make us ridiculous to the govern-i 
ment, and to the citizens at large, of the United States ; and, 
to produce, on the part of the President, an immediate dis- 
avowal and recall of us as his agents : that, independent of 
this, ail America was acquainted with the facts stated by th^ 
President j and our disavowing them, would not change the 
^.pub!ic sentiment concerning them. 

Wc parted with mutual professions of personal rcspedt, 
and with full indications, on the part of M, Y* of his ex- 
peflation, that we should immediately receive the threatened 
letter. 

The nature of the above communication, will evince the 
necessity of secresy ; and, we have promised Messrs. X, 
and Y. that their names shall, in no event, be made public. 

We have the honour to be, with great respedt and esteemj 
your most obedient humble servants, 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
L Marshall^ 
E, Gerry. 

P. S. Odtoher 27th, 1797. The Definitive Articles of 
TcEQt are signed betweea tlie French Republic and the Em- 
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?^or : the particulars yoti will find in the public prints* The 
orru^uese Minister is ordered to quit France, as the Treaty 
-with Portu^Bl has not been yet ratified by the Queen, The 
Treaty itseif is declared by the Diredtory to be void. Since 
our arrival at Paris, the tribunal of cassation has rejedlcd 
captain Scott's petition, complaining of the condemnation of 
his vessel by' the civil tribunal, for the want of a r^e d^iqui- 
f&gc. Mr in behalf of the owners of the Ame- 
rican ve.sselst who have appealed in the last resort to tlie tri- 
bunal of cassation^ informs, that ooiwith standing all che ar- * 
guments .,»,,*-, made use of *,.,,.,*.,.,,,,.,,. 10 
put off the hearing of the Rosanna, as a diplomatic case, 
till the issue of our negotiations is known, that case is set 
down for heating, and will come on the 29th or 30th inst. 

The same , also says, that it is obvious, that the 

tribunal have received mstruftions from the officers of the 
government, to hasten their decisions, and that it was hardly 

worth while to fur all our petitions in cassation, 

would be reje<^ed- Our advocates ♦ * decline giving 

their sentiments on this subjcdt *...;.-, under an appre- 
hension of committing themselves. 

Colonel Pickerings Secretary of the United States, 



Paragraphs of the Presihent's Speech^ referred 
lo in Letter No, I. under title of exhibit A, 



I 

mm 1. With this condu(£l of the French government, it will 
he proper 10 take into view^, the public audience, given to 
the late minister of the United States, on his taking leave of 
the Executive Directory, The speech of the Piesident dis- 
cbses sentitnencs more alarming than the refusal of a minis- 
ter, because more dangerous to our independence and union ; 
and, at the same time, studiously marked with indignities 
against the government of the United States* It evinces a 
disposition to separate tlie people of the Unitfil States from 
?he goverumenc ; to persuade them, that they have diiFercnt 
affeaious, principles, and interests, from those of their fel- 
low citizens, whom they themselves have chosen to manage 
their common concerns ; and thus to produce divisions fatal 
to our peace. Such attempts ought to he repelleil with a 
decision, which shall convince France, and the worlds that 
^-wc are not a degraded people, humiliated under a colonial 
^Bense of fear» filled to be the miserable instnimcni* of fo-- 
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Tcigff) influence, and regardless of national honour, charac* 
ter» and interest. 

II. The diplomatic intercourse between France and the 
United States, being at present suspended ; the government 
has ho means of obtaining official information from that 
country: nevertheless, there is reason to believe, that che 
Executive Dirc£tory passed a decree, on the 2d of March 
last, contravening in part, the tieaty of amity and comnierce 
of 1778, injurious to our lawful commerce, and endangering 
the lives of our citizens. A copy of this decree will be laid 
before you. 

III. While we are endeavouring to adjust our differences 
with France, by amicable negotiation, the progress of the war 
ioEurope, the depredations on our commerce, the personal in- 
juries to bur citizens, and the general complexion of affairs, 
vender .it my indispensable duty« to recommend to your con- 
tideratiion, eFedlual measures of defence. 

IV. It is impossible to conceal from ourselves, or the world, 
what has been before observed, that endeavours have been 
tinployed to foster and establish a division between the go- 
vernment and people of the United Slates. To investigate 
the causes which have encouraged this attempt, is not neces- 
sary. But, to repel, by decided and united councils, iasi- 
Siuations so derogatory to the honour, and aggressions so 
iai^erous to the constitution, union, and even independence 
of the nation, is an indispensable duty*. 



* ANSWER OF M. BARRAS, 

frisuiffit ofihe Executive Dire^ory, to the Speech of Mr, Monhoe, 
«ff taking leave, to which the Speech of the President ofihe United 
'States refers. 



M. le Ministre P16nipotcn- 

tiaire dcs Etats-Unis d'Am6- 

rique, 

En presenfant aujourd*hui 

«u Diredoire Executif vos let- 

tres dc rappcl, vous donnez ^ 

TEurope yxnt spe6tacle bien 

ctrange. 

La France, riche de sa 11- 

bert6^ entour6e du cortege de 

>Mt vidoires, fort de Testiroe 

de ses aUi68, ne s'abaissera pas 

^ caJcuJer let luitea de la con- 



Mr. Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of 
America, 
By presenting to-day your 
letters of recall to the Execu- 
tive Dirodory, you give to 
Europe a very strange spec- 
tacle. 

France, rich in her liberty^ 
surrounded by a crowd of vic- 
tories, strong in the esteem of 
her allies^ wUl not abase her- 
self by calculating the conse« 
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Dear Sir, 

We now enclose you in thirty-six quarto pages of cvphcr, 
and in eight pages of cyphered exhibits, the sequel to the de- 
tails commenced in No. i. dated the 2%i of last mootb, and 
have the honour to be, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Charles Cotesworth Pikckney, 
J. Marshall, 
E. Gerry. 
Colonel Pickering. 



descendance du gouvernement 
Americain pour les sugges- 
tions de ses anciens tyrans.... 
La Republique Fran^aise es- 
p^re, au surplus^ que les suc- 
cesseurs de Colombus, Ram- 
hiph * et Pcnn, toujours ficrs 
de leur liberte, n'oublieront 
jamais qu'ils la doivent ^ la 

France lis peseront dans 

leur sagesse la magnanime 
blenveillance du peuple Fran- 
^ais avec les astucieuses ca- 
resses dequelques perfidesqni 
mcditent de le ramener a son 
antique esclavage. Assurez, 
M. le Ministre, Ic bon peuple 
Americain que, comme lui, 
nous adorons la liberte 5 que 
toujours il aura notre esiinie, 
et qu'il trouvera, dans le peuple 
Fran^ais, la generosity repu- 
blicaine qui sait accorder la 
paix comme elle sait faire res- 
peder sa sooverainete. 

Ouant ^ vous, M. le Minis- 
tre Plenipotentiaire, vous avez 
combattQ pour les priocipes, 



quences of the condescensioa 
of the American Governmeoty 
to the suggestions of her for- 
mer tyrants. Moreover > the. 
French Republic hopes, that 
the successors of Columbus, 
Ramhiph* and Penn, always 
proud of their liberty, wilf 
never forget, that they owef 
it to France. They will wei'gh 
in their wisdom, the magnani- 
mous benevolence of tlie 
French people, with the crafty 
caresses of certain perfidious 
persons, who meditate bring- 
ing them back to their former 
slavery. Assure the good A- 
merican people. Sir, that like 
them, we adore liberty j that 
they will always have our 
esteem, and that they will 
find, in the French people, 
republican generosity, which 
knows how to grant peace as 
it does to cause its sovereignty 
to be respe6ted. 

As to you, Mr. Minister 
Plenipotentiary, youhavecoua- 



• Probably iocended ioi Raleigh. 
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Om&era'jiA, 1797. 

About twdve, we received another visit from M, X* 
Me immediately mentioned the great event annamiced ift the 
papers, and then said, that some proposal from us had been 
e3cpe£tcd on the suhje^, on which we had before conversed ; 
that the Diret^ory were becoming impatient, and would take 
a decided course, with regard 10 America, if we could not 
soften them* We answered, that on that subject we had 
already spoken explicitly, and had nothing farther to add< 
He mentioned the change in die state of things, which had 
been produced by the peace with the Emperor, as warranting 
an expeflati on of a change in our system ; to which we 
only rephed, that this event had been cxpefted by us» and 
would nor, in any degree, affect our conduct, M, X. urged 
that the Directory had, since this pcace^ taken a higher and 
more decided tone wiih resjiefl to us, and all other neutral 
nations, than had been before taken ; that it had been deter- 
mined, that all natiaiis should aid them, or be considered 
and treated as their enemies. We answered that such ar 
eftdl had already been contemplated by us, as probable, and 
had not been overlooked when we gave to this propositioo^ 
our decided answer ; and, further, mat we had no powers to^ 
negotiate for a loan' of money ; that our government had not 
contemplated such a circumstance, in any degree whatever ; 
ihatj if we should stipulate a loan, it would be a perfectly 
void thing, and wotild only deceive France, and expose our- 
selves, M* X. again expatiated on the power and violence 
of France : he urged the danger of our situation^ and pressed 
the policy of softening them, and of thereby obtaining time. 
The present men he sakl would very^ probably not continue" 
long in power ; ami, it would be very unfonunate, If those 
who might succeed J with better dispositions towards us,,i 
should find the two nations in aftualwar. We answeredj,J 
that if war should be made on us by France, it would be so^ 
obviously forced on u , that on a change of men, peace 



vous avez eonnu lea vrais in- 

t€reta de votre pairie.,.*parte^ 
avec nos regrets. Nous re n- 
dons en vous un re present ant 
a I'Am^nque, et nous rcle- 
nons ie souvenir du citoycn 
dont les qualit63 personnelles 
honoraient ce litre. 



baled for prbciplest you have 
known the true imerests of 
your country. Depart with 
our regret. In you we give, 
up a representative to A me- J 
rica, and retain the reraera^ 
brance of the citizen whose 5 
personal qualities did honour 
to that title, 

might 
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might be made with as much facility as the present difFciences 
could be accomtiiodaced : we added, that all America depre- 
cated a war with France ; but that our present situation was 
more ruinous to us, than a declared war could be ; that at 
present^ our commerce was plundered uoprotciled ; but that 
if war was declared ^ we should seek the means of protection. 
M* Xi said, he hoped we should not form a connedtion with 
Britain ; and, we answered, that we hoped so too ; that wc 
had all been engaged in our revolution war, and felt its inju- 
ries ; that it had made the deepest impression on us ; but that 
if France should attack us, w^ must seek the best means of 
sdt-defence* M. X, again returned to the subjedt of money: 
said he, Gentlemen, you do not speak to the point ; it is 
money : it is expe^Scd that you will offer money. We said 
we had spoken to chat pomt very explicitly : wc had given 
an answer. No, said he, you have not ; what is your 
answer? We repiied, it is no; no; not a six -pence* He 
again called our attention to the dangers which threatened 
our country, and asked, if it would not be prudent, though 
we might not make a loan to the nation, to interest an in- 
fluential friend in our favour. He said, we ought to consi- 
der what men we had to treat with ; that they disregarded 
the justice of our claims, and the reasoning wiih which we 
might support them ; that they disregarded their own colo- 
nics ; and considered themselves as pcrfeftly invulnerable 
with re.'fpeA to us i that we coutd only acquire an interest 
amoog them, by a judicious application of money; and, it 
was for us to consider, %vhether the situation of c*ur country* -l 
did not require that these means should be resorted to* Wc 
observed, that the condudt of the French government was 
such, as to leave us much reason to fear, that should we give 
the money, it wotiM effect no good purpose, and would noc i 
produce a just mode of thinking with respect to us. Proof! 
of this must first l>e given us. He said> that when we em- 
ployed a lawyer, we gave htm a fee, without knowing whe- 
ther the cause could be gained, or not j but it was necessary , 
to have one, and we paid for his services, whether those ser-, 
vices were successful or not : so in the preseni state of things/J 
the money must be advanced for the good offices the indi-J 
viduals were to render, whatever might be the effect of those 
good offices. We told him, there was no parallel in th^ 
cases ; that a lawyer, not being to render the judgment^ could ^ 
not command success: he coiUd only endeavour to obtain it; 
and coosequtnily^ we could only pay him for his endeavours: 
but tlie Directory could decide on the issue of our negotiation. 
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It had only to order that no more American vesseU should be 
seized, and to direct those now in custody to. be restored^ 
and there could be no opposition to the order. He said, 
that all the members of the Directory werp not disposed to 
receive our money: that Merlin« for instance, was paid from 
another quaner, and W9uld touch no part of the douceur, 
which was to come from nh We replied, th^t we had un- 
derstood that 'Merlin w^s paid by the owners of the priva- 
teers ; and he nodded an assent to the fact. He proceeded to 
press this subject with vast perseverance. He told us, that 
we paid money to obtain peace' with the Algerines, and with 
the Indians ; and that it was doing no more to pay France for 
peace. To this it was answered, that when our government 
commenced a treaty with either Algiers, or the Indian tribes, 
^ ic was understood, that money was to form the basis of tlie 
treaty, and was its essential article ; that the whole nation 
knew it, and was prepared to expect it as a thing of course ; 
but, that in treating with France, our government had sup- 
posed that a proposition, such as he spoke of, would, if made 
by us, give mortal offence. He asked, if our government 
did not know, that nothing was to be obtained here, without 
money f We replied, that our government had not even 8us« 
peded such a state of things. He appeared surprised at it, 
and said, there was not an American in Paris, who could 
not have given that information. We told him, that the 
letters of our Minister had indicated a very contrary temper 
in the government of France; and had represented it as 
a£ting entirely upon principle, and as feeling a very pure and 
disinterested afiedion for America. He looked somewhat 
surprised, ' and said briskly to General Pinckney : well, Sir, 
you have been a long time in France, and in Holland; 
what do you think of it ? General Pinckney answered, that 
he considered M. X. and M. Y. as men.of truth, and of 
consequence, he could have but one opinion on the subjedt. 
He stated, that Hamburgh, and odier states of Europe, were 
obliged to buy a peace ; and that it would be equally for our 
interest, to do so. Once more, he spoke of the danger of a 
breach with France, and of her power, which nothing could 
resist. We tol^ him, that it would be* in vain for us to deny 
her power, or the solicitude we felt, to avoid a contest witn 
it; that no nation estimated her power more highly than 
America, or wished more to be on amicable terms with her ; 
but that one objeiSt was still dearer to us than the friendship 
of France, which was our national independence : that Ame • 
i7i^ had taken a neutral- station : she had a right to take it : 
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no nation had a right to force us out of it : that to lend a sum 
of money to a belligerent power, abounding in every things 
requisite for war but money, was to relinquish our neutrality, 
and take part iti the war : to lend this money under the lash 
and coercion of France, was to relinquish the government of 
ourselves, and to submit to a foreign government imposed 
upon us by force : thai we would make at least one manly 
struggle, before we thus surrendered our national independ- 
ence : diat our case was different from that of one of the mi- 
nor nations of Europe ; they were unable to maintain their 
independence, and did not expedl to do so : America was a 
great, and, so far as concerned her self-defence, a powerful 
nation ; she was able to maintain her independence ; and 
must deserve to lose it, if she permitted it to be wrested from 
her : that France and Britain had been at war for near fifty 
years of the last hundred, and might probably be at war for 
. fifty years of the century to come ; that America had no 
motives which could induce her to involve herself in those 
wars ; and that if she now preserved her neutrality and her 
independence, it was most probable that she would nor, in 
future, be afraid, as she had ^been for four years past : but, 
if she now surrendered her rights of self-government to 
France, or permitted them to be torn from her, she could 
not expeft to recover them, or to remain neutral in any future 
war; He said, that France had lent us money during our 
revolution war, and only require<l that we should now exhi- 
bit the same friendship for her. We answered, that the cases 
were very different ; that America solicited a loan from 
France, and left her at liberty to grant gr refuse it : but that 
France demanded it from America, and left us no choice on 
the subjeft. We also told him, there was another difference 
in the cases ; that the money was lent by France, for great 
national and French objcdls j it was lent to maim a rival and 
an enemy, whom she hated : that the money, if lent by 
America, would not be for any American objedls, but to 
enable France to extend stiil further her conquests. The 
conversation continued for nearly two hours ; and tlie public 
and private advance of money was pressetl uimI repressed n\ a 
variety of forms. At length M. X. said, that he did not 
blame us ; that our determination was certainly proper, if we 
could keep it : but he shewed decidedly his opinion to be 
that we could no^keep it. He said, that he would commu- 
nicate, as nearly as he could, our conversation to the Mini- 
ster, or to M. Y. to be given by him to the Minister ; we 
are not certain which. We then separated. On tlie 2 2d of 
voL» IX, H Oftober. 
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t)a6Ber, M. Z:aFrehch'GehtTcinah <lf YcspeifeWc^lferifc^ 

ier/iftfbrthia Mr/0<tffy/HWt M. Tallcyi^rtd, NIifilrt<Jr «f 
foretgh f(bratiohs, %ho'ph)fcs¥6d to'KI; Vv^fl disposed ttHv^Ms 

ihe Urttted Stat&, h^d'dxpiflcd 'to Ttivc «6eh the American 

'Ministers' ftequ^Htljr m their private cAjiidtJes ; ahd to haVc 
cbtifcited 'wim'ihcm indTvidually^ bh the ol^efts 6f their 

'Hllsiion; Vnd'hadauthoriietl M.'Z.'to inaflcc this ' c6hiittihw- 

ifcatibh to Mr.Girry. ITVe larfei; iehr-f6r his eolleaguis; 
aAd'Vi cbhftrehce' was held -with M. Z. 6n the s^bje5; iti 
ivhich General Pihckhey iud ' General Marshall ' expreftseU 
thdr opTtiibhs, tRit hot^bciti^ ^c^bamtcid'VvithM. TMij^- 

*i^hd, they co^d "not," With •projjriety, cill bn him ; hut that, 
^tcoiidiMg'to the custom 6f Krantc, he might cxpedt'tfiis df 
Mr. 'Gerry, frdm a pfeVWds acquilhtoce in Atncrita- 
This, Mr. Gci-ry relu^antly c6fn()1ied With dn iJic'23d, 'a*fd 

VithM. Z. callM on M. Tatleyifand, Who, ' not' being then 
at his office, appointed the 28th for the interview. Aucr the 
first intr6du£tion, M. TalleyraAdh^gan thcTcbhference. He 
said, that the Dir^ory had |iassed an ^rr^//, 'Which he 

' bfiered fbr perusal, in which they had liemindfcd of ' fhe- en- 
▼6ys, an explar^ittion ot sMie parts, and a mn)cM6tk f6r 
others, of die President's speech to Congtess, of the t'6th'6f 
Mayia&t: he was sensible, he said, that difficulties- Would 
^st on' the part of the Envoys, relative to thisr dem^tnd ; but 
that by their offisriiig money, he thought he 'could prfcvtiht 
the cftedl of the am-ti'. M. Z. iit the reqtiest iif Mr. Gerfv, 
having stated that the envoys have nostch poWel^s, M. Tal- 
leyrand replied, they can in such case tdke a power on thetn- 
selves ; and proposed, that they should mike a loan. Mr. 

'Gerry dien addressed M. Talleyrand, distinAly'ln Eh^idi, 
whicnhesaid, he understood, and stated, that tne uneasiness 
of the Diteflory, resulting from the President's speech, was 
a su^e£l unconnected with the objects of the mission ; that 
M. Barras, in his speech to Mr. Nlunroe, on his recal, had 
expressed himself in a manner displeasing to the government 
and citizens of ihc United States ; thnt the President, as the 
envoys conceived, had made such oi>seivutions on M Bdrras' 
speedl, as were necis^ary to vindicate the honour of the 
United' States; that this was not considered' by our govern- 
ment as a subject of dispute between the two nations ; that 
having no instructions respectmg^ir,* wefifbold not'fnake any 
pxplaiiations, or reparations relating to it ; knd that M. Tal- 
leyrand himself, was sufficiently k^qiiaiihted witif the consti- 
tution of the United ^States, 'to be cohvinded of thc'tnith of 
these observations. Mr. Gerryfurther stated, That the' p^orwcrs 

of 
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bf the enVpys; as they cdticeiyed, 'vverc adequate to the dii-i 
bussion aiid .adjustment of ;ill poirlts df re^ldifierence be- 
tween the two nations ; th^t they could alter zxid ainiiend the 
treaty ; ,or, if necessary, form a neyv one t that the tJriited ' 
Sta.tes were aiiMiously desirpus qf tenipving all causes of com- 
i)laint, -between .themselves ^ml .France',' and of renewing 
their forager friendship and intercourse^, on tenris ikmm 
shoulfi be mutually honourable and beneficial ta the twd na- 
tions; but not on atiy other terms; that as to ^ loan, we 
had no powers yvhatever to maik&one ; that if we were to at- 
tempt it, we should deceive. himsdf and the Directory like- 
wise, iVhich, as men of honour, we could hot do ; but,* that 
we coqid send one of bur number for instructions on this pro- 
position, if deemed expedient, provided that the odier objects 
bf the negotisltion could he discussed and adjusted; that as. 
lie had expressed a desire M Confer with tlic envoys indivi- 
diially, ft was the wish of Air. Gerry, that sucfe a coQfetencif 
should Jake place^ and their opinions thus be asc^t^indi^ 
which he conceiv<^d corresponded with his 6Avn, ifi the parti- 
culars itientioned. M. Talleyrand, in answer said, he should 
be glad to confer with the other envoys individually^ but 
that this matter about the money must be settled dire^ly^ 
Avithqut sending to America ; that he would not communicate 
the arret e for a week ; and, that if we could adjijst the diffi- 
culty respc£ting the speech, an application would, neverthe- 
less, go to the United States for a loan. A courier arriving 
at diis moment from Italy, and M. Talleyrand appcarihg 
Impatient to read the letters, Mr. Gerrjr took leave of hini 
ittimediately. He followed to the door, and desired M. Z. 
to repeat to Mr. G^rry, what he, M, Talleyrand had said to 
him. Air. Geny then returned to his quarters with M. Z., 
took down the particulars of this intenriet^, as before stated, 
sent for Generals l^inckney and Marshall, and read it to 
them in the presence of M. Z.who confirmed it. Generals 
Pinckney and Marshall, then desired M. Z. to iriiForm M. 
Talleyrand, that they had nothing to add to this conference, 
and did not wish di'at the arrete might be delayed on their 
acctnmt. 

Qciober 2gtA. 

M. 'X.. again called on us. He said, M, Talleyrand was 
extremely anxious to be of service to us, and had requested 
that one more effort «hould be mad^ to induce us to enable 
him. to be so. A great deal of the same conversation which 
had passed at our former interviews Y(as le^^eaXfi^ '^V^ 
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power and the haughtiness of France was again displayed to 
us- Wc were told, that the destruction of Engbnd wa* 
inevitable ; and that the wealth and arts of that nation, 
would naturahy pass over to America ^ if ihat event should 
find us in peace. To this observation, we replied, that | 
France would probably forbid America to receive them, in 
like manner, as she had forbid Switzerland to permit the re- 
sidence in iis country, of a British minister. We told him 
also, that we were sensible of t!ie value of peace, and there- 
fore sought it unremittingly, but thcit it was real peace we 
sought for, and real j>eace only which could be desirable. 

The sum of his proposition was, that if we would pay, 
by way of fees (that was his expression) the sum of money 
cfcmanded for private use, tbe Dire<5lary would not receive 
us, but would permit us to remain In Paris as we now were ; 
and wp should be receded by M- Talleyrand, until one of us 
could go to America and consult our government on the sub- 
ject of the loan- These were the circumstances, he said, 
under which the minister of Poitugal had treated- We asked 
him, if, in the mean time, the Dire<5tory would order the 
Amencan property, not yet passed into the hands of the pri- 
vateers-men, to be restored ? He said, exphcidy, that they 
would not. We asked himj whether they would suspend 
. further depredations on our commerce ? He said, they would 
not: bur, M, Talleyrand observed, that, on this subjeS^ 
we could not suffer much addidonai injury, because the win- 
ter season was approaching, when few additional captures 
could be made* We told him, ihat France had taken vio- 
lemly from America, more than fifteen millions of dollars, 
and treated us in every respedt as enemies, in return for the 
friendship we bad manifested for her; that we had come to 
endeavour to restore harmony to the two nations, and to ob- 
tain compensation for the injuries our countrymen had sus- 
tained I and, that in lien of this compensation,' we were told^ ' 
that if we would pay twelve hundred thousand Hvrcs, we 
niight be permitted to remain in Paris; which would only 
give us the benefit of iiceing the plays and operas of Paris for 
the winter, that we might have time to ask from our country 
to exhaust her resources for France, whose depredations 
would be cominued. He again stated, that by this proce- 
dure, we should suspend a war ; and ijiat perhaps in five or 
six months power might change hands* 

We told Jiim that what we wislied to see in France, was 
a temper sincerely friendly to the United States, and reaVly 
disposed to do us justice ; that if we could perceive diis, wc 

might 
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mght not so much regard a little iponey, such as be stated 
to be usual, although .we should hazard ourselves by giving . 
it ; but that we saw only evidences of the most extreme hos- , 
tilicy toward us : war was made upon us so far as France . 
could make it in the present state of things -, and it was not 
even proposed, that on receiving our money this war should 
cease: we had no reason to believe that a possible benefit 
could result from it : and we desired him to say that we would 
not give a shilling, unless American property unjustly cap- .. 
tured was previously restored, and further hostilities sus- , 
pended ; and that unless this was done, we did not conceive 
that we cpuld even consult our government concerning a 
loan ; that if the Dire£tory would receive us and commence 
negotiations, and any thing occurred which rendiered a con- 
sultation of the government necessary, one of us would re- 
turn to America for that purpose. He said that without this 
money we should be obliged to quit Paris ; and that webught 
to consider the consequences : the property of the Ameri- 
cans would be confiscated, and their vessels in port embar- 
goed. We told him, that unless there was a hope of a real 
reconciliation, these evils could not be prevented by us ; and 
the little delay we might obtain would only increase them , 
that our mission had induced many of our countrymen to 
trust their vessels in the ports of France, and that if we re- 
mained in Paris, that very circumstance would increase the 
number; and consequently the injury which our countrymen 
would sustain, if France could permit herself so to violate , 
her own engagements and the laws of nations. He expres- 
sed a wifh, that M. Y. should see us once more. We 
told him that a visit from M. Y. as a private gentleman, 
would always be agreeable to us ; but it he came only with 
the expcdlation riiat we should stipulate advances of money, 
without previously establishing a solid and permanent recon- 
ciliation, he might save himself the trouble of the applica- 
tion, ^cause it was a subjedl: we had considered maturely, 
and on which we were immoveable. He parted with us, 
saying, if that was tlie case, it would not be worth wliiie 
for M. Y. to come. In the evening, while Gen. Pinckney 
and Gen. Marshall were absent, M. Y. and M. X. called, 
and were invited by Mr. Gerry to breakfast widi us the next 
morning. 

Oeiober 30///. 
Immediately after breakfast the subjedl was resumed. ^ M, 
Y. spoke without interruption for near an hour. He said 

H 7. ^^ 
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tiki be H^s ddsirous of A|ddhg t Mn^ tffort to serv6 tk, by 
prdpoimg sOntediing whidi nught atcommodiatift tht (Jifierr 
edCdi bd^vldeh Ae ti^o natiohH ; that ^haft }\t \^u |\o^ about 
to nfehtloil^, hii not by ^ny nutens the apj^i'ob&tioh of tho 
JXrectorf ; hbt coutd M . Talleyraikt nmltirtaike fdrtK^r 
tliiaii to nudcd from ulk tt^e proposition to the DifdK:tory» and 
udi hi^ inflikdlc^ for its ivltttf^i : i!h^t lavt week M. Tsdle^r- 
rsM'cd^ not (a(V6 ventured tor h&ve oflFered such proposi- 
f ions ; b^t finlt l^ii ^itiutttdn had KiBeh vefy nf^f^r Ally chmgoif 
by (tk piick ^idi fl^ ^peYor : by diat poace \it had ak:q\ri-> 
rci rS i hM^dl&gr^ the confidtoce of the Directory, aMi 
ndvH ^bii^i gttit i^fioence with fhatbt)|jy; thathew^s 
^ho 6KMiIy ecmnecfed Vith B^tfap^^ and thegenerpU of 
the sqrtiy in Itily ; lind Wis 16 be considered aS firmly ftxeA 
inr bSs posf, ait least for five of ^x moMjiS : that pAdet these 
C^umstanees He coufd Mdertalke to ofier, hi our tehalf, p^ 
po«itio«s wUeh before thfis iMcrealse of infAueAce he coutd 
n6t baVe hilaiarded. M. Y. dieyi balled <mt attention to our 
olvntituatioAy md to the force France wi^s capable of bringt: 
ilk to bear uj^ us. l)e said fiiatt we #ere the best judges 
of our capacity t6 reiist, so fiir as depended op our own 
res«|irceii, iLnd oij^ht ppt ib deceive otirselves pp so interest- 
it^t k spUtet. /ftc fktc of Venice was one which might 
bml tlie United States. But he proceeded to observe, it wa^ 

Jrobal^Ie wt might rely oh fermidg a lesigue with Ehgbfid. 
f we had stich a reliance it would fiiil us. The sitiiatioii 
of £figlatid was liich as to compel Pitt to make peace o^ the 
terms of France. A variety of causes were in opieration 
which mide such an efiect absolutely certain. To say no* 
thin^ of the opposicioti in England to the minister and to the 
war, ah 6t>position which the fears of the nation would in4 
fcrease ; to say nbdiing pf a War againsf England which 
v#is preparittg iit the .i|orth.; an army of pne hundred and 
fifty thousand men, under the comman/J of Bonaparte, 
spread upon the cpast of France, s^hd aided by all the vast 
resources of his genius, would most probably ne, enahlpd tq 
invade England ; in whicl) eyent their govcfnment would 
)>e ovjcrturned : but should |)iis invasion not be absolutely ef- 
fected, yet the ahrm tf would spre^ through the nation, d^p 
fmormous expense it must prodtlce, would infallibly ruin 
them, if it was to be continued ; and would drive then^ to 
save themselves i^y a peace: that if^dependent of this, France 
possessed means which would infallibly destroy their bank 
ft^ their whole paper system.. He saiq he knew very well 
1.1 ^ifas j^nerally coiijcctured diat ||ohapane ^ouldnot leave 
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Valy ^ tjfc. HTOX ^bich, bsfl <;oqOTC?-cJ, undpr bjp an4 
>^])i|f:h adpi^^i hiiji^ : bf^ a^ureg, |!us c^atl qpthiiig could^bQ 
pore MPteHn^M ^ ^fe. 'conjecture , 1% l^pnaparte had 
tpr iflQR; tl^n ten d^js 1^^ ^tj^ly (or J^st^dt, 19 Pf;esme over 

^ cmp^' Qe is;ti4 tbaij Pitt^ hiciEiselJf was sp, cbn^doi^oC 
Ui^ Isolate Df pje^jl^ o^ p^ce, ^Jt after tb(? naval, ^ictfpry 
ov^c tjbe jpbitqh^ He l^d sJAiiijged his readiness* toVeat oi^cKe 
^^(fff^ terflps w^h ^ l^^d^o^erqd before that actibo : wecoultl 
J^% tibien fdjr o^ t^jp a^istanp^ of England,. Wba^ he 
aj|f;ed, Mfouji^ b|? oujr sioa^tipn ijT peace should, bjs nia^ with 
Endandbeibiieottrdis^eik F'rancc would be acconi- 

moKJate^r 0ut, be ^onupuecL at even ^nglanii should pe 
^dI|^ tp C9njtj^\^e tib; wat» an(^ !A^tnerica should unite with ber» 
ijt \i(oul4 iVE^ pe i;i^ our po^er to injury ?^^^<^* ^^ "^^g^ 
W4c^ \^aup4'^^^!jlX' ''^^^ wedjdii would be so n;iucn 
^ yonsf iJ9r ^s. Ai^ haying stat^ t^e dangers attending 
^, if V? sb^piul^ ?oga« jji^ ^'q procee4e4 ^0 the 

^vantai^s w,e (^^hjc d||?ri^rfi'OQi a ixeutrat situaiibn : and 
yafjsj^ed at l^rgf oq ^e wea^b wiiicn wou)d i^kat'urally flow 
|i\(o 0^ cp^t^ frof[) ^e dj^str^^ion of £ng[a[ul. He next 
proc^d^ to 4?ta^ the propositions which are in substance m 
th^ psipev ^fnexed) 9iar{ced (A.) except that be insisted t^at 
Wje shoul^ epg^ge to yse our influence with oui| government 
for tl^e Icia^. He stated expressly, that the propositions 
ijf^ to b^ considered as made by us ; that M. Talleyrand 
vyrould not be responsible for the success of any one of tnem ; 
he i^ould only undertake to use his influence with the Direc- 
tory in support of them. The proposition, he said, con- 
cerning a suspension of hostilities on the part of France, wa$ 
on^ which proceed9d entirely from himself; M. Talleyrand 
had not been con^ult^d upon it ; and he could not undertake 
to s^y, that that gentleman would consent even to lay it be- 
fore tlie Qiredory. TJie proposition for an advance to the 
government of France of as much money as was due from 
It to our citii^ns on contra£t, and as might be determined to 
be due for vessels improperly captured and condemned, was, 
he said, indispensable: unless we made that it was unneces^ 
sary to make any other ; for the others would not be received. 
He expatiated on the vast advantages we should derive fro(n 
delay ; it was, he said, absolutely to gain our cause. Hq 
returned to the danger of our situation and the policy of mak- 
ing with France any accommodation which France would 
assent to. *' Perhaps," said he, ** you believe that in returning 
V and exposin? to your countrymen the uiireasonahlqncss of 
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*• the demands of this government, ,you will unite them in 
** their resistance tp those demands : you are mistaken : you 
" oujjht to know thit the diplomatic skill of France and 
** the means she possesses in your country^ are suflScicnt to 
*' enable her, with the French party in America ^ to throw 
*' the blame which will attend the rupture of the negotiations 
** on the Federalists, ^*^s you term yourselves, but on the 
British parry, as France terms you ; and you may assure 
yourselves this will be done. He concluded with declarations 
of being perfcftly disinterested ; and declared that his only 
motives for speaking thus freely were his friendship for M. 
Talleyrand, and his wish to promote the interests and peace 
of the United States. We told him that the freedom with 
which he had spoken, and which was agreeable to us, would 
induce us to speak freely also ; and for once to accompany 
our view of the present state of things with a retrospe^ of 
the past : that America WuSjhe only nation upon earth 
which felt and had exhibited ^^Hl friendship for the Repub- 
lic of France : that among th^mpireis round her, which 
were compelled to bend beneath her power and to obey her 
comirands, there was not one which had voluntarily ac- 
knowledged her government, or manifested . for it, sponta- 
neously, any mark of regard : America alone had stepped 
forward and given the most unequivocal proofs of a pure and 
sincere friendship, at a time when almost the whole Euro- 
pean world, when Austria, Germany, Prussia, Russia, Spain, 
Sardinia, Holland, and Britain, were leagued against France: 
when her situation was in truth hazardous, and it was dan- 
gerous to hold even friendly intercourse .with her, America 
alone stood forward, and openly and boldly avowed her en- 
thusiasm in favour of the Republic, and her deep and sin- 
cere interest in its fate. From that time to the present, the 
goveinment and pcop'eof the United States have uniformly 
manifested ^ sincere and ardent friendship for France, ancl 
have, as they (orceive, in no single instance given to this 
Republic ju5^t cause of umbrage: if they have done so, they 
wish, it to be pointed out to them. After the determination 
ot France to break off all' regular iniercource with theuj, 
they have tewt three Envoys Extraordinary to endeavour to 
make such explanations as might produce reconciliation: 
ihe.^e envoys are prepared to investigate, and widi to investi- 
gate any measuies which may have given offence; and i;ic 
persuaded that tbey can entirely justity the conduct of their 
goveinment. To this distant, uncffer.ding, friendly Re- 
j;ub]ic, what is the condiift and the language of Fiance? 

Wherever 
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"Wherever our property can be found she seizes and takes 
it irom us ; unprovoked, she determines to treat us as ene- ' 
nues, and our making no resistance produces no diminution 
of hostility against us ; she abuses and insults our govern - 
meaty endeavours to weaken it in the estimation of the 
people, recalls her own minister, refuses to receive ours, and 
when extraordinary means are taken to make such explana- 
tions as may do away misunderstandings, and such alterations 
in the existing relations of the two countries as may be mu- 
tually satisfadtory and may tend to produce harmony, the 
Envoys who bear these powers are not received ; they are 
not permitted to utter the amicable wishes of their country ; 
but, m the haughty style of a master, they are told that un- 
less they will pay a sum to which their resources scarcely 
extend, that they may expedt the vengeance of France, and 
like Venice be erased from the list of nations ; that France 
will annihilate the only free Republic upon earth, and the 
only nation in the universe, which has voluntarily manifested 
for her a cordial and real friendship ! What impression must 
this make on the mind of America, if without provocation 
France was determined to make war upon us, unless we pui- 
chased peace ? We could not easily believe, that even our 
money would save us : our independence would never cease 
to give offence, and would always furnish a pretext for fresh 
demands. On the advantages of neutrality, it was unne- 
cessary to say any thing : ail the efforts ot our government 
were exerted to maintain it ; and we would never willingly 
part with it. With rcspedt to a polifual connexion wiih 
Britain, we told him that America had never contem- 
plated it. Whether the danger he represented that go- 
vernment to be in was or was not real, wc should not un- 
dertake to decide : Britain wc believed had much reason to 
wish for peace ; and FVance had much reason to wish for 
j)eacealso: if peace alicaily existed, it would not change 
the course America would pursue. M. Y. manifested the 
most excessive impatient e : he interrupted us and said, This 
eloquent dissertation might be true: America might ha \e 
manifested, and he believed had manifested great friendship 
for France, and had just complaints against her ; but he d:d 
r.ot come to listen to those complaints. The Minister would, 
on our request, make for us certain propositions to the Direc- 
tory ; he had stated them to us ; and all the answer he wished 
was, yes, or no ; did we or did we not solicit the Minister 
to make the propositions for us ? We told kim, that with- 
out going further into the discussion, we choose to remark 
one or two things : they were, that the existing treaties gave 
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to France certain advantpg^s which were very essentjal ; that 
cspeciaJly Elie American co^si afforded a prgteilion ticur iwo 
thousiind miles in cxiejit lo theprkes mude kvi fc ranee on hc¥ 
cneiTiics, arid refused that prourction to tlK pn^es taken iroiti 
her^ that she might he assured, thai incase of war, these 
sidvantages woi^ld l>e l^ist for evci:. We aliio told him, we 
were convinced ch^t France miscajculalcd on the p^tieit tg^ 
America: that rh^ exueinid injustice oii^rcd t^ ouf coufifTy, 
would unite every HHin against her* M* X- infptnied, vs* 
that Mp Talieytand would not comeiit even to lay tliis propo- 
sition before the Directory, without previously rccei»^Hig tl;ie 
fifty thousand poundii, or the greater part of it, M* Y, left 
ittwriitng, his propositions, ^nd we retimed the a|is>yer;yjij» 
flexed and marked ( B.} 

November ut* 

It was at lerigth agreed, diat w€ would hold no more i»^ 
dire£l intercourse with the government, 

November ^ 

M, X, called on tts, and told General Pinckney and Ge- 
neral Marshall, (Mr. Gerry not beiog within) that M. Y^ 
wished once more to see us. We amwered, that we should 
at any time he glad to see M. Y, as a privaie gentleman i but 
that if his obje^ was only to repeat his proposinoiits for 
money, it was perfeffcly unnecessary to do so ; Ijccause* on 
that subject, it wa* impossible ftir us to change the answer 
we had already given. We told him further^ that we consi- 
dered it as degrading our country, loturry on further, such 
an indire^ intercourse as w^e had for some time buhmitred to, 
and had determined to receive no propoiiitions, unk^ the 
persons who bore them had scknov. ledged authority to trear 
^vith us. He said, that perhap^i M, Y, might have written 
power® from the Minister; and, w^c replied, that if he bad, 
wc should receive his communications witli pleasure. He 
spoke of a probable peace with England, and, having re- 
quested us io be at home in the atternoon, left us. 

About three o*clock he came, andj after some c on versa - 
tion, in whith we repeated inhuhhumce, wh^i js stated above, 
he shewed us a paper, which he said was a copy of a letter 
prepared for us, by M, Talleyrand, requesting an explana- 
tion of part of the President's speech, and which he s^id* 
wottld he sent, unless we came into the propositions which 
had been made us. We wished to take a copy of ii^ which 
he declined peimitting, saying, he wa^ for hidden to allow it. 
We spoke 0* the letter coming to us as a measure we had no 
expectation of preventing ; and he spid, he could not under- 
stand 



stciiDl d)^ mft wnM it AbqML To" vvhich wti answered; 
ItAotf 1^16 (May df a few dkys could not be deiired, txvXess a 
hope ei^isted, that the Diredfor^ might become more frieadly 
to Mf cetiM^. He ^d, that intefligeiice Had been received 
ftdti^ Aie Vi6Kti States, that if Cotoael Btirr and* Mr. Madi- 
sofl^ had e6ii8tkated th^ ftiissio'n, tfre di^rences bet\veeQ the 
two nucioflsy would have bee^ aecounnodated before this rimpe. 
Me' M^y aa a fact, he waa not instructed to communicate, 
that M. Talleyrand was preparing a memorial to be sent out 
to the UniDed Stacea, complaining of us z\ being unfriendly to 
911 actonfiMpdbtioit with France. We repli^to his intelli- 
gence frdDfy ^ Uniffsd States, tfxat the Minister's correspon- 
dents in America, took a good deal on themsdVes,. when 
they lindflfiftP^ ^o ^9 how ti^e Direflory MTPuId have re^ 
cetved Cotolei Burr and Mr. Madison ; and that with respe£l 
to (he (^Mmoria) of M. Talleyrand, it woald not be easy for 
him to couvincjc our coiiptrymen, that the statements we 
should make, were unf rup : if, however, we were confident 
^at ont colidttd would be condemned, M . Talleyrand mij^t 
be assmrd, that the fear of eensure would not induce ys to 
deserve it : bo^ that we should a£t in a manner which our 
own juf^ments and consciences would approve of; and, we 
{rusted^ we should be suppoited by die great body of candid 
and honest men. In this conversation) we again stated, that 
America had taken a neutral position ; that she had faithfqlly 
sought to preserve it \ iha( a loan of money to one of the heU , 
^gerent powers, was din^ly to take part in the war ; and 
that to take part in the war, against her own judgment and 
will, fander the coericion of trance, was to surrender out* 
independence. 

E3JHIBIT A.—[pncloseJ in the Envoy's Letter of 
November ith^ *797» Np,2.] 

I* The American Envoys shall remain hei'c for six months, 
in the same manner, and upon the same footing, with regard 
po etiquette, as did M« d*Aranjo, the envoy ot Portugal. 

II. There s»haU be named a commission of five members, 
agreeably to a form to be established, for the purpose of de-* 
ciding upon the reclamations of the Americans^ relative to 
tl|e prises made on them by the French privateers. 

III. The American Knvoys will engage^ diat their go* 
yemment shall pay the indemnifications, or the amount of the 
sums already decreed to the American qreditors of the Fteoclv 
^qnibiMc, ajid tiiote ^bkh shall $e^}udg|odXQT!cv(&Oia^tCiV6A:& 
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by the Commissioners* This payment shall be made, under 
the name of an advance to the French Republic, who shall 
repay it in a time and manner to be agreed upon. 

IV. One of the American Envoys shall return to Ame-r 
rica, to demand of his government the necessarypowers to 
purchase, for cash, the thirty-two millions of Dutch re«- 
criptions, belonging to the French Republic, in case the En^ 
voys should conclude a treaty which shall be approved by the 
two nations. 

V. In the interval, the definitive treaty shall proceed for 
the termination of all differences existing between the French 
Republic and the United Stales, so as that the treaty may be 
concluded immediately on the return of the Deputy. 

Vi. The question of the role d' equipage shall remain sus- 
pended, until the return of the Deputy, and the commission 
shall not pronounce upon any reclamation, where this point 
shall be in question. 

VII. During the six months granted for the going and re- 
turning of the Deputy, hostilities against the Americans shall 
be suspended, as \yell as the process for condemnation, before 
the tribunals ; and the money of the prizes already condemn- 
ed, ill the hands of the civil officers of the nation, shall re- 
main there, without being delivered to the privateers-men, 
until the return of the Deputy. 

EXHIBIT S.— lReceived with the Envoy's Letter^ 
No. 2. dated %th November , 1797.] 

The Envoys Extraordinary, and Ministers Plenipotentiary 
of the United States, cannot avoid observing the very unusual, 
situation in which they are placed by the manner in which 
they are aloiv^ permitted to make communications on the ob- 
jects of their mission : They are called upon to pledge their 
country to a very great amount, to answer demands whidi 
appear to them as extraordinary as they were unexpedtod, 
without being permitted to discuss the reason, the justice, 
or the policy on which those demands are founded, and not 
only without assurances . that the rights of the United States 
will, in future, be respedted ; but, without a document to 
prove that those to whom they are required to open them- 
selves without reserve, and at whose instance they are called 
on to sacrifice so much, are empowered, even by the minis- 
ter, to hold any communication ivith them : Yet such is the 
anxious and real solicitude of the Envoys, to seize any occa- 
sion which may aflFord a hope, howeVcr distant, of coming 

10 
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to those explanations which they so much wish to make with 
this Republic, that they pass over the uncommon and infor- 
mal moides which have been adopted, and will only consider 
the propositions themselves. 

I. The ministers of the United States will permit no per- 
sonal considerations to influence their negotiations with the 
French Republic. Although they expefted that the extraor- 
dinary means adopted by their government, to reconcile itself 
to that of France, would have been received with some de- 
gree of attention, yet they are too solicitous to enter upon 
me important and interesting duty of their mission, to permit 
themselves to be restrained by forms or etiquette. 

II. On this article it is believed, there can be no disa- 
greement. 

III. This article, a» explained, would oblige the United 
States to advance, not to their own citizens, but to the go- 
vernment of France, sums equivalent to the depredations 
made by the corsairs of the Republic, on the American com- 
merce, and to the contradts made with their citizens by 
France; and this advance, instead of benefiting the citizens 
of the United States, would leave them precisely what they 
now are, the creditors of the French Republic : the more ex- 
tensive the depredations, and the more considerable the con- 
trafis uncomplied wiih, the more would the government of 
France receive from the United States. Independent of these 
obje<Slions, the; Ministers of the United States, cannot en- 
gage to assume, in any form, the debts due from France to 
their fellow-citizens : they have no such power. 

IV. If the negotiations be opened, and the propositions 
for a loan, or any other propositions, exceeding the powers 
of the Ministers, be made, the government of the United 
States will be consulted thereon with expedition. 

V. This, or any proposition having for its objedl the 
claims of the two nations on each other, or an accommoda- 
tion of differences, will be embraced with ardour by the 
Ministers of the United States. 

VI. It cannot escape notice, that the question of the ri{e 
d^equipage^ may involve in it every vessel taken from the 
Uuited States ; the Ministers however consider it, and wish 
to take it up, as a subjefi of negotiation. 

VII. On this article it is only to be observed, that the 
season of the year is such, as probably to render a return, 
within six months, of the Envoy, who might sail to the 

United 
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tTnited States, imprai&icable : provisipa ^Quld hs ma^ifibr 
such an event. 

If the difficulties attending the propositiOftis for a lo^;^, ^^nd 
a compensation for past injuries be such as to require time' for 
their removal, the Minister of the United States .propc^se,- 
that the discussions on the relative situation of the two coun- 
tries, may cpmmeiKe in the ususll forms ; that the relation 
to each other may be so regulated, as to obviate future mis- 
understandings ; and that the adjustment of the cl3ims df the 
citizens of the ITnited States, whdse vessels fUvt been cap- 
tured, may be made after a decision on the point first nien* 
tioned.' 

No diplomatic gratification can precede the tatificatipn oi 
the treaty. 

(No. 3.) * 

Parisf Ndvembet ifth^ ^Iff* 
Dear Sir, 

On the nth instant, vft transmitted the foUoiVhyg o^ial 
kttet to the Minister of Foreign AfiFair^. 

*« Citizen MiNisTEfC^ 

•* The undersigfled Envoys Extratortfinary, and Ministerf 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, taflie French 
Republic, had the honour of anAouncinj; to yeti officially^ 
on the sixth of Odtober, their arrivtll at Paris, and of pre- 
senting to you, on the eighth, d copy of their letters of cre- 
dence. Your declaration at that time, that a report on 
American afiairs was then preparing, anfd wouM.in z few 
days be laid before the Diredloiy, whose decision tlierepn 
should, without delay, be made known, has hithei^^ im- 
posed sileDce on diem. For this communication, they have 
waited with that anxious solicitude which so. interesting anr 
event could not fail to excite, aind wiA that respe^if, .which 
. js due to the government jof France. They have not. yet re- 
'ceived it, and so mubh time has been permitted to elapse,, so 
critical is the situation of many of their countrymen, and so 
embarrassing is that of .the undersigned, both as it respe£ls 
themselves and. the government they represent, that jdiey can 
no longer dispense with the duty of soliciting your attention 
19 their mission. 

*S71ic Uait^d States, CitizcirMipister, at an qxKh which 

evinced 
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^vlttdeS *th*eir *«lnc«r!ty, liave giTefiineontcstatJlc proofs of 
thcir^rd^ritW^ttdshi^, df their afiFeaion for the French Rc- 
pubhV: 'ftleiteWttte'OTe'rtSutt, not of her unparalleled prowess 
and power, >but of their confidence in her justice and>inagna« 
himity; and in such high estimacion was the reciprocity of 
her friendship held by therti, as 'to haVe been a primary ob-* 
jeift of national concern. Tkeipi^estfrvdtfcrfn of it was dear to 
client ; the loss of it a subje£t of unteigned regret, and the re- 
covery of it bv every itic^as^^re, which shall consist with the 
rights of an inaependeht natit^n, tMgages their consiaht attcn> 
tion. The government of «the United States, wc are autho- 
rized to declare, has examined, with the most scrui)ulous jus- 
lice, its condudl towards its former friend. It has been led 
to this by a sincere desire to remove of itself every just cause 
df cbm^int •, co'ncci^iwg thit, wi'th the tnost upright inten- 
titans, such csh^e'Ytiay possibly exrist; and, although khe 
-itriae&t* search' has !'prodacfed no $elf reproach, although the 
gbvernnieht is conscious, (hat it has tiuifoniily sought to< pre- 
serve, Wikh fidtfity, its engdgemeiUs to France ; yet, bn 
frdrti willing Co exercise' ttie privihegc 6f judging for itself 
tHths dwn codrsebf reasoning, and the lights in its own pos- 
se^ofn, k invites &ir and candid discussion ; it solicits a re- 
c(insMer&tion of the past; it is persuaded, Its intentions, its 
tifeWs, and ics'afliotis must have been misrepresented and 
mis^trndei^tood ; it is convinced, that the essential interests of 
fc^th ' nations, \vill be promoted by reconciliation and peace, 
artdit chcrivhes the hope of meeting with similar dispositions 
on ihe|)art of tiie Dlrcftory. 

** Guided by these sefitiments,'the President' of the United 
States' has given it in Charge to the undersigned, to state to 
llie Erecutive DireSory, the deep regret which he feels at 
the ltD^s or sas^^ension of the harmony and friendly intercouisc 
which subsisted ^between the two republics, ana his sincere 
wish to restore them ; to discuss candidly the complaints of 
France, and to offer frankly those of the United States; and 
he has authorized a review of existing treaties, and such alre- 
rations thereof as shall consist ^vith the mutual interest and 
sMtsfa^tion of die contrad^ing v^rriGs. 

" This task the undersigned are anxious to commence ; 
and truly happy will they be, if their exertions can, in any 
degree, contribute to restore that friendship, tliat mutual in- 
terchange of good offices, whidi it is -alike their wish and 
their duty to etfeft, between the citizens of the two repu- 
blics. 
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** The undersigned pray you, Citizen Minister, to pre- 
sent this communication to the Executive Diredtory, and to 
receive the assurances of their most perfeft consideration." 

(Signed) *« Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. 
" J. Marshall, 
" E. Gerry." 

" Paris, Novemher lltb, in the 22d year \ ^ 
of the American Independence, } 

" To the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
of the French Repuhlic." 

No answer having heen given to it, on tlie 2ist instant, we 
reauested Major Rutledge to wait on the Minister, and in- 

?uire of him, whether he had communicated the letter to the 
)ire£lory, and whether we might expedl an answer : he re- 
plied, that he had submitted our letter to them, and that they 
would diredl him what steps to pursue,, of which we should 
be informed. We have not, however, hitherto received any 
official intimation, relative to this business : we are not yet 
received, and the condemnation of our vessels for want of a 
role d^equipagCy is unremittingly continued. Frequent and 
urgent attempts have been made, to inveigle us again into ne- 
gotiation with persons not officially authorised, of which the 
obtaining of money is the basis ; but we have persisted in de- 
clining to have any further communication relative to diplo- 
matic business, with persons of that description; and we 
mean to adhere to this determination. We are sorry to in- 
form you, that the present disposition of the government of 
this country, appears to be as unfriendly towards 6urs as ever, 
and that we have very little prospedb of succeeding in our 
missiot). 

We have the honour to be 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
J. Marshall, 
E. Gerry. 
Colonel Pickering. 

(No. 40 
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(No. 4.) 

Paris J December 24///, 1797. 
JDear Sir, 

We have not yet received any answer to* our official lettet 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated the eleventh of last 
month, and mentioned in number three : but reiterated at- 
tempts have been made to engage us in negotiation with per- 
sons not officially aurhorized ; and you will End by the exhibits 
marked A, B, and C, herewith sent, some important infdr- 
nxation relative to the views and intentions of the French 
government, with respeft to ours. We are all of opinion, 
thkt if we were to remain here for six months longer, without 
"we were to stipulate the payment of money, and a great deal 
of it, in some shape »or other, >^e shoulJ not be able to ef- 
feciuate the objefts of our mission, should we be even offi- 
cially received : unless the projedlcd attempt on England was 
to fail, or a total change take place in the persons who at pre - 
sent diredl: the affairs of this government. In this situation 
of matters, we are determined, by the tenth of next month, 
should they remain as they are, to transmit another letter 
to the minister, representing, as far. as may be e:?cpedient, the 
views of our government. 

We have the honour to be. 

With great respeft and regard. 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Charles CotesXvorth Pinckney, 
J. Marshall, 
E. Gerry. 

Col. Pickering, 
Secretary of .State, 

EXHIBIT A.— {Inclosed in the Enz'oys' Letter, No. 4.] 

On the 14th of December, M. X. called on me, in order, 
as he said, to gain some information relative to some lands 

in purchased by for whom .... 

Soon afterwards, General Marshall came in, and thcA 
Mr. Gerry's carriage drove into the yard. Here's Mr. Gerry, 

TOL. IX. ■ . I said 
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said General Marshall. I dm glad of it, said M. X., for I 
vrished to meet all of you gentlemen, to inform you, that 
M. Y. had another message to you, from M. Talleyrand. 
1 immediately expressed my surprise at ii, as M. Talleyrand, 
M. Y. and ne, all knew our determination, to have no fur- 
ther communication on the subjeA of our mission, with per- 
sons not officially authorized. He replied, that determination 
was made six weeks ago j and it was presumed, that we had 
changed our opinion. I said, that I had not ; and^ I did not 
believe my colleagues had. At that moment, Mr. Gerry 
entered the room, and 1 privately acquainted him with the 
objeS of M. X.'s visit. General Marshall, Mr. Gerry, and 
myself, then withdrew into another room ; and immediately 
agreed to adhere to our former resolution. M. X. was then 
called in ; when I acquainted him, in a few words, with our 
determination: and Mr. Gerry expatiated more at large on 
the propriety of our a6ling in this manner, and, on the very 
unprecedented way in which we had been treated, since our 
arrival. 

On the twentieth of December, a lady, who is well ac- 
quainted with M. Talleyrand, expressed to me her concern, 
tnat we were still in so unsettled a situation : but, adds she, 
why will not you lend us money ? If you would but make 
us a loan, all matters would be adjusted : and, she added, 
when you were contending for your revolution, we lent you 
money. 1 mentioned the very great difference there was be- 
tween the situation of the two countries at that period, and 
the present ; and the very different circumstances under which 
the loan was made to us, and the loan was now demanded from 
us. She replied, we do not make a demand ; we think it 
more delicate, that the offer should come from you : but, 
M. Talleyrand has mentioned to me (who am surely not in 
his confidence) the necessity of your making us a loan : and 
I kncjw that he has mentioned it to two or three others ; and 
that y«u have been informed of it : and, I will assure vou, 
that if you remain here six months longer, you would not 
advance a single step further in your negotiations, without a 
loan. If that is the case, I replied, we may as well go away 
now. Wily, that possibly, said she, might lead to a rup- 
ture, which you had better avoid: for, we know we have a 
verv considerable party in America, who are strongly in our 
interest. — There is no occasion to enter into a further detail 
of the conversation. I have only noted this part of it as 
expressive of what I believe (as far as relates to the loan and 

a party 
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a party in America in their favour) to be the sentunents of die 
French government with regard to us. 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. 
December 2Ut, 1797. 

EXHIBIT B. — {Inclosed in the Envoys^ Letter ^ No. 4.] 
Extradl from General Marshall's Journal. 

Decembjsr 17th, 1797, I stepped into Mr. Gerry's apart- 
ment, where I saw M. Y. He expressed his regret at hav- 
ing been disabled to dine with us at M. de Beaumarchais, by 
an inveterate tooth-ache. He then asked me, whether 1 had 
seen M. de Beaumarchais lately ? I told him, not since he 
dined with us ; and, that he had left us much indisposed. 
He then observed, that he had not known until lately, that I. 
was the advocate for that .gentleman, in his cause against the 
state of Virginia ; and that M. de Beaumarchais, in conse- 
quence of that circumstance, had expressed sentiments of 
high regard for me. I replied, that M. de Beaumarchais' 
cause was of great magnitude, very uncertain issue, — and 
consequently, that a portion of the interest he felt in it would 
very naturally be transferred to his advocate. He immediate- 
ly said, (low and apart) that M. de Beaumarchais had con- 
sented, provided his claim could be established, to sacrifice 
fifty thpusand pounds sterling of it, as the private gratification 
which had been required of us : so that the gratification might 
be made witliout any adkual loss to the American Govern- 
ment. I answered, that a gratification on any terms, or in 
any form, was a subjeft which we approached with much 
fear and difficulty, as we were not authorized by our govern- 
ment to make one ; nor had it been cxpeSed, that one would 
ht necessary : that I coulJ not undertake to say, whether my 
colleagues would consent to it, in any state 01 things ; but I 
could undertake to say, no one of us would consent to ir, 
unless it vvas preceded or accompanied by a full and entire 
recognition of the claims of our citizens, and a satisfadtory 
arrangement on the obje6ls of our mission. He said, it was 
in the expedtation of that event only, that he mentioned it. 
We parted ; and I stated the conversation to General Pinck- 
ney, who was disinclined to any stipulation of the sort, and 
considered it as a renewal of the old reprobated system of in- 
direft, unauthorized negotiation. 

I 2 Having 
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Having hemi ^riginaHy the ^auDvsel of M. de BeasnEiarchMS, 
I had determined, and so I i^forc^ General PifuJgayey, tJ^fbC 
I would not, by my voice, establish any agreement in his fii- 
vour ; hut that I wcnrld positively oppose any admission of the 
claim of any French citizen, if not accompanied wiA jj|c 
admission of the claims of the American citizens of property 
captured and condemned for want of a rpU d^equipage. 
My reason for conceiving, that this ought to bq stipulated ex- 
pressly, was a QooA^iftion, that if it was referred to com- 
missioners, it would' be committing absolutely to chance as 
I complete a right as any individuals ever possessed. Grenfiral 
Pinckney was agaiost admitting the x:\aim at any rate. 

After my return, Mr. Gerry came into my roonau aod 
told me, that M. Y. had called on him, to accorapftoy hitn 
OH a visit to M. Talleyrand ; that he proposed seeiog 
M. Talleyrand, and returning the civility of the dinner; 
and endeavouring to bring about some intercourse becween 
him and us. • 

December i8. General Pinckney and Mr. Gerry met m 
my room ; and Mr. Gerry detailed to us, the conversatioo^ 
mentioned in ow public ' letter. The proposition relative 
to the claim of M. de Beaumarchais, is entirely differpot 
from my understanding of it, in the very brief staitefaent 
made to nie hy M. Y. We resolved, that we would rigidly 
adhere to the rale we had adopted, to enter into no nego^a- 
tion with persons not formally authorized to treat with us* 
We came also Co the determination, to prepare a ieMer to 
iSae Minister of Foreign Relations, stating the objeA of our 
mission, and discucstng the subje£is of difference bfitweoi 
lllie two nations, in like manner, as if we had been adluaUy 
received ; and to close the letter with requesting the go- 
▼ernment to open the negotiation with us, or to grant us our 
passports. 

■ EXHtBYT C.—lIncl4fsed in the Envoys' Letter, Na. 4.} 

December 13. Mr. Gerry accidentally calling on General 
Pinckney, found M. X., and was soon informed that his 
objeft was to obtain another interview between the Ministers 
and M. Y. on the affairs of their mission. General Marshall 
happening also to be there, we retired into another room, 
and immediately agreed to adhere- to our former determina- 
tion, not to have any more informal communications. M. X. 
having been called in, General Pinckney briefly conmiuni- 
cated our determination : and Mr. Gerry observed, that he 

wa- 
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^Kr« mtich hort by this proposition ; that the Ministers had 
^already proceeded fanher in this mode of communication, 
than perhaps they could justify ; that they had refused, $\^ 
l^^eeks ago,- to renew it ; and that some regard ought to he 
paid to then- feelings, which had been sufficiently mortitied ; 
" that the proposition was di^re^pefttiil to the Envoys, as it 
betrayed a belief that they had lobt the sense of tlieir dignity> 
and were indeed incompetent to their office ; that ha<l there 
been but one Envoy extraordinary, he ought to have had an 
ludience in a few days ; and that tor three to remain, between 
two and three months in this situation, was too humiliiuing, 
too debasing for any nation to submit to it ; that ior his 
own part, had he been sent to any other nation in Europe, 
with two other Envoys, he would not have consciucd to 
have remained in su'ch a state ten days ; that knowing the 
great desire of the government and nation of the United 
States, to be at peace with France, he had, with his collea- 
gues, submitted to this indignity, at the risk of tlic severe 
censure of the former. — Having also enquired of M. X. at 
Wiiat time M. Talleyrand could be seen, the former said, he 
Would enquire of M. Y. who, on the 16th in the evening, 
sent, in Mr. Gerry's absence from his lodgings, a bit let as 
follows: •* M. Y. has the honour to present his rcsptfta to 
Mr. Gerry, and to inform him, that he will have tlic- iionour 
to Wait on Mm tomorrow morning, at ten o'clock, to go 
together to the Minister of Foreign Relations. He is with 
fcsiyefl,*' &c. On the morning of the tyth, M. Y. cam(? 
In, while Mr. Gerry was at breakfast, not having received 
ati answer to his note : and Mr Marshall coming m, M. Y. 
took him aside, and conferr^ with him a coiisideral^le time ; 
after which, the former and the rest of the tainily left the 
room: and M. Y. and Mr. Gerry beirtg together, Mr. 
Gerry toM him, that his objedt in seeing M. f.illejrand, 
was to return a civility, by requesting him (o tiA a ciay for 
dining with Mr. G. who intended to invite his coiieamies ; 
by this interview, to promote, if possible, a better under* 
Sfending between the Minister and the American Envoys ; 
and Mr. G. also proposed to confer wiili tiic Minister on 
the disagreeable situation the Envoys were in, and tor state 
to him some reports which appeared to be foundcfl, rc*spe6b- 
itig a proposition before the Directory, ior scndin.^ ofF all 
Americans in a short pt-riod: but Mr. Geiry added, ti«at he 
could not hear a word on the subjedt of the missiun, or die 
preliminaries to a negotiation ; as the Envoys had determined 
Waaunously against any iqformal communications on the 

I 3 subject. 
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subjeft. M. Y. in answer said, that Mr. Marshall had just 
heard him, on a subject of this kind ; and that we might 
consider it, as he did, merely as a conversation between 
ourselves. He then stated, that two measures, which M. 
Tallevrand proposed, being adopted, a restoration of friend- 
ship oetween the republics, would follow immediately ; the 
dne was a gratuity of fifty thousand pouods sterling, the other 
a purchase of thirty-two millions of the Dutch rescriptions : 
that, as to the first, M. de Beaumarchais had recovered in a 
cause depending in Virginia, between that state and himself, 
one hundred forty-five thousand pounds sterling ; that there 
was an appeal from the judgment; that he would sign an 
act to relinquish forty-five thousand pounds, if the whole 
should be finally recovered, leavii^ only one hundred thou- 
sand pounds for himself ; that the forty-five thousand pounds 
might accrue to the United States, who would, in that case, 
lose but a small part of the fifty thousand pounds ; that the 
purchase of sixteen millions of rescriptions, would amount to 
but one million three hundred thirty -three thousand [pounds] 
six shillings and eight- pence sterling, which, with an interest 
of five per centy would be certainly paid by the government 
of Holland, to the United States, and leave them without 
any loss ; that more than half the sum may now be hired in 
Holland, on the credit of the rescriptions, and an easy ar- 
rangement be made for payment by short instalments, which 
might be obtained also by a loan ; that it was worthy the at- 
tention of the Envoys to consider, whether by so small a 
sacrifice they would establish a peace with France, or whether 
they would risk the consequences \ that if nothing could be 
done by the Envoys, arrangement would be made forthwith 
to ravage the coasts of the United States by frigates from 
St. Domingo ; that small states which had ofi^ended France, 
were sufFenne by it *, -that Hamburgh and other cities in that 
quarter would, within a month oi two, have their govern- 
ments changed ; that Switzerland would undergo the same 
operation ; and that Portugal would probably be in a worse 
predicament ; that the expedition against England would be 
certainly pursued ; and that the present period was the most 
favourable, if we wished to adopt qny measure for a pacifi- 
cation. — Mr. Gerry, in answer, said, that if the French 
were disposed to pursue with vengeance the United States, 
they might perhaps ravage their coasts, and injure them in 
this way, but they never could subdue them : the measure he 
thought utterly imprafticable, even if attempted by France 
And her fdlies. To which M. Y . assented. Mr. Cjerry ob- 
served 
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served further, that the ravages alluded to, would Undoubted- 
ly closely conneA the United States, and Great Britain, and 
prevent the former from returning to the friendship which 
they have ever had for France ; that as to the propositions, 
he should express no opinion on them ;. that his situation, 
and that of his .colleagues, was extremely difficult ; that the 
Dire^ftory were exclusively prejudiceii against the govern- 
ment of the United States, and considered them as the friends 
of Great Britain ; that if the Envoys could have an opportu- 
nity of being heard, they could remove such impressions,^, 
and show that the government were the friends of France, as 
much as of Great Britain ; but that the Envoys were now in 
the most painful situation; that they were treated, in the 
eyes of all Europe, and of the American government and 
nation, with the utmost contempt, and were submitting to 
indignities, which they could not reconcile to their feelings, 
or justify to their constituents. M. Y. said, that the obser- 
vations were just : but that the American Envoys had not 
experienced worse treatment than other ministers, nor indeed 
as bad ; diat the Envoy of Portugal was again ordered to de- 
part ; and diat but little ceremony was observed to the En- 
voys in general. M. Y. and Mr. Gerry then took a ride to 
M. Talleyrand's Bureau, who received them politely : and, 
after being seated, Mr. Gerry observed to M. Talleyrand, in 
English, slowly, thatM. Y. had stated to him that morning, 
some propositions as coming from M. Talleyrand, respect- 
ing which, Mr. Gerry could give no opinion : that his ob- 
ject at this interview was, to request of him information, 
whether he would fix a time for taking a dinner with Mr. 
Gerry, at which he proposed to invite his colleagues ; that 
he wished for more frequent interviews of some kind or 
other, between himself and the Envoys; conceiving that 
many imaginary difficulties, which obstrudled the negotiation, 
would vanish by this means ; and that those \vhich were real, 
would be surmounted: that, conceiving the delicate part 
which the Minister of France had to aft ; at this time, he 
did not wish M. Talleyrand to accept the invitation, if it 
would subjeft him to inconveniences : that he wished to speak 
on another subjeft ; and it was painful to him to acknow- 
ledge, that the precarious situation of the Envoys was such, 
as to render it impossible for them to take measures for decent 
arrangements ; that a short time since, he had supposed mea- 
sures were taking a fevourable turn ; but, that lately, he liad 
received, from various quarters, information of a report made 
by the minister of the interior, and under the consideratioa of 

I 4 '^t. 
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the Direflory, for sending all Americans from Pai^is in 
twenty-four nours ; that he could not be responsible for the 
truth of the information ; but it appeared to him, as well 
from the various quarters trom which it came, as from the 
intelligence of the person who gave it, to be highly probar 
bic; that if this was the case, it was unnecessary for the 
Directory, as he conceived, to pass any arrei^^ as it res- 
pected the Envoys, for that they would depart from Paris 
whenever it was hinted as the wish of the Directory; that 
for his own part he should feel more at ease, until we were* 
rfeceived, to reside in a city of some other nation than that 
/rff Fiance ; and to retlim to Paris on notice that the Direc- 
tory were disposed to open ihe negotiation. M. Talleyrand' 
appeared to be very unea-y at this declaration; but avoided 
saying a word on it. He said that the information M. Y. 
had given me was just, and might, always be relied on : biA' 
that he would reduce to writing his propositions ; which he 
afccordingly did ; and after he had shown ihcm to Mr. Gerry, 
He butnt the paper. The siiUstance was as follows. [See No. 
I. below.] 

He then said, that he accepted of the invitation ; that Ke 
i^ould' dine with him the decade after the present, in whipK 
he was engaged. 

Mr. Gerry did not repeat all that he had said to M. Y. 
having no doubt he would communicate the whole to M". 
Talleyrand. And, after expressing a friendship for thfe 
French Republic,* aitd a warm desire to renew the former at- ' 
tathmentof the tyvo republics, which M. Talleyrand Warm- 
ly reciprocated, M. Gerry bid M. Talleyrand adieu ; leaving 
iVith him M. Y. 

(No. I.) 
That the Envoys should come fprward generally, and 

** France has been serviceable to the United States, and . 
BOW they wish to be serviceable to France ; understanding 
tbat the French Republic has sixteen millions of Dutch rc- 
scriptions to sell, the United States will purchase them 
at. par, and will gi,ve her further assistance when in theii* 
power. 

*' The first arrahg(fment being made, the French govern- 
ment will take measures for reiitibur^irig the equitable dc- 
niands of America arising from prizes, and to give free na- 
vigation (0 their ships in future." 

(No. 5.) 
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(No. s.) 

Paris, January^ it/iy 179S. 
De^r Sir, 

We embrace an uncxpefted opportunity, to send you the 
" Redafteur** of the fifth instant > containing the message 
of the Diredory to the Council of Five Hundred, urging 
the necessity of a law to declare as good prize, all neutral 
ships having on board merchandizes and commodities, the 
produflion of England, or of the English possessions, that 
the flag, as they term it, may no longer cover the property : 
— Anddeclaring further that the ports of France, except in 
case of distress, shall be shut against all neutral ships, which, 
in die course of their voyage, shall have touched at an En- 
glish port. A commission has been appointed to report on 
tne message, and it is expe6ied that a decree will be passed 
m confonnity to it. 

Nothing new has occurred since our last, in date of the 
twenty -fourth ultimo. We can only repeat that there exists 
po hope of our being oflScially received by this government, 
or that the obje6ls of our mission will be in any way accom- 
plished. 

We have the honour to be, 
With great respeft. 

Your most obedient servants, 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
J. Marshall, 
E. Gerry. 
Timothy Pickering, Esquire. 

Posts cript to a triplicate of the Envoys^ Letter^ No, 5., received 
^Oth March, 1798. 

The law above-mentioned has been pasvsed unanimously 
by the Council of Five Hundred, and we inclose a journal 
containing the accv)unt. There is no doubt, but that it will 
be adopted, without opposition, by the Council of An- 
cient9. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Message to the Council of Five Hundredy of the l^th Nivise^ 
6th year f f^th of Jan. IT()S.) 

Citizens Representatives, 

On this day, the fifteenth of Nivose, and at the very hour 
at which the Executive Direftory addresses this message to 
you, the municipal administrators, thejusticesof the peace, 
the commissaries of the direftory, and the superintendants 
of the customs, are proceeding, in all the chief places of the 
departments, in all the ports, and, in all the principal com- 
munes of the republic, to seize the English merchandize now 
in France, or introduced into its territorv, in contravention 
of the law of the tenth Brumaire, fiftn year (0£t. 3ist9 

Such is the first a£l by which, now that peace is given to 
the continent, the war declared long since against England, 
is about to assume the real charadler which becomes it. 
The French will not suffer a power, which seeks to found 
its prosperity upon the misfortune of other nations, to raise 
its commerce upon the ruin of that of other states, and 
which, aspiring to the dominion of the seas, wishes to in- 
troduce, every where, the articles of its own manufafiure, 
and to receive nothing from foreign industry — any longer to 
enjoy the fruit of its guilty speculations. 

1 he English government has kept in pay, during the war, 
the coalesced fon es, with the produce of its manufactures, 
it has violated all the principles of the law of nations, in 
order to shackle the relations of neutral powers ; it has cans* 
ed to be seized die i)rovisions, corn, and commodities, which 
it supposed to be destined for France, it has declared contra- 
band every thing which it thought could be useful to the repub- 
lic ; It desired to starve it. All the'citizens call for vengeance. 

When it had to fear the capture of vessels sailing under 
its flag, it corrupted foreign captains to induce them to take 
on board their vessels English merchandize, and thus to in- 
troduce it, by stratagem, by fraud or otherwise, into other 
states, and especially into the French Republic. 

The neuiral powers should have perceived, that, by this 
conduct, their merchants took part in the war, and that they 
lent assistance to one of the belligerent powers. 

We serve a party, as well when wc procure for it the 
means of augmenting Its forces, as when we unite ourselves 

to 
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to those which it has. The neutral powers should have per- 
ceived, that JEngland, by stopping the vessels of other 
powers, laden in their respe£tive ports, and destined for 
France, by permitting articles coming from her own manu- 
factories alone to circulate, aimed at an exclusive commerce, 
and that it wpuld be necessary to seek reparation for such an 
attempt. 

The ordinance of the marine, and the regulation of 1 704, 
have declared lawful prize, the vessels and their cargoes in 
which is found English merchandize belonging to enemies. 
These provisions should be extended. The interest of Eu- 
rope requires it. 

The directory thinks it urgent and necessary to pass a law 
declaring that the character oT vessels, relative to their quality 
of neutral or enemy, shall be determined by their cargo, and 
the cargo shall be no longer covered by the flag : in conse- 
quence, that every vessel found at sea, having on board 
English provisions and merchandize as her cargo, in whole 
or in part, shall- be declared lawful prize, whosoever may 
be the proprietor of these provisions or merchandize ; which 
shall be reputed contraband, for this cause alone, that they 
come from England or her possessions. 

It would be useful to declare, at the same time, that ex- 
cept in the case of distress, the ports of the republic shall 
be shut to all foreign vessels, which, in the course of their 
voyage, shall have entered those of England. 

The Executive Diieftory requests you, citizens repre- 
sentatives, to adopt these measures. No neutral or allied 
power can mistake their objedt, nor complain of them, un- 
less it be already abandoned to England. The infallible ef*- 
feA of the measure is to enhance the value of the produce 
of their own soil and industry, to increase the prosperity of 
their commerce, to repel every thing that comes from 
England* and essentially to influence the conclusion of the 
war. 

Such are the motives which induce the Executive Direc- 
tory to invite you, citizens representatives, to take tlw 
objed of this message into the most prompt consideration. 

I5igncd,) P. BARRAS, President, 

LAGARDE, Secretary General. 



Plan 
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Pkn of a Decree reported by M. Villiersy to the Council of 

^Five Hundred^ in its sitting of the wth of January^ 

1798; translated from, a Paris paper ^ entitled 'fournal du 

Soir, of the same day^ inclosed in the triplicate rf tks 

Envoys^ Letter f No. 5, dated %th January^ ^798. 

** First. The charaSer of a vessel, relative to the ^aUty 
of neuter or enemy, is determined by her cargo. 

*' In consequence, every vessel loaded in whole or inpsift 
with English merchandi'ie, is declared lawful prise, whoever 
the owner of fhe said merchandize may be. 

'* 2d, Every foreign vessel ^ich, in the course of hef 
voyage, shall have entered an English port^ shall not enter , 
France, except in case of distress : she shall depait thet^oe as 
soon as the causes of her entry shall have ceased.*' 

This decree was i^nmediately and unanimously adopted; 



Summary of the Proceedings in Congress^ during the 
Session^ which ended on tie l6lh of July^ 1798, 

ON the 16th instant Congress adjourned after a ses^iotf of 
more than eight months. 

"When it was found by a message fron> the PresideiW, antf 
the iu8tru6tiQDS to the envoys in France together v^ich their dis- 
patches> that, although the utmost length of reasonable and 
just concession had been gone by the government, the French 
^Blepublic refused to negotiate on fair and honourable terms, otf 
even to receive the messengers of peace; and on the contrary 
demanded a tribute, together with the most humiliating subtnis- 
sioQs, as the price of an interview, while they continued and 
increased their wanton depredations on the commerce of Ame-? 
fica 3 Congress immediately discarded all further reliaiice on 
negotiation, and began to prepare for defending, by arms, the 
rights and honour of the country. 

' Three hundred and forty thousand dollars were immediately^ 
voted for fortifying the ports and harbours, and this sum hii 
been since increased to four hundred and thirty thousand. One 
million three hundred thousand dollars were voted for cannon,, 
small arms, ammunition, and military stores ; of which thirty 
thousand stand of small arms, with proper accoutrements, are 
to be deposited in suitable places throughout the United States, 
for the use of the militia when called into service, or to be sold 
to them at costs and charges. Provision was made, besides, for 
the purchase of arms and equipments for four ffiousand cavalry, 

cithcij 
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^\tlier tnilltit or regulars 3 and the President was authorized to 

^niplef ooe boodr^ed thoosand dollars in the purchase of foun- 

^^eries forcaiting cannon^ mortars, and shot. One regiment of 

^rtillerf, twtlve of infantry, and six (roops of horse, were di- 

^e6ted <o be immediately added to the militia establishment of 

the United 6tate.s; which, with the four regiments of infantry, 

one of artillery, and two troops of horse ; now on foot, and 

ordeiied io be immediately completed, will raise the regular 

foree of the United States to nineteen regiments, or about 

thirteen thousand rank and file. These new troops are to be 

inlisted ''for and during the continuance of the existing differ- 

CDoes between the United Srates and the French Republic, 

ttotess aooner discharged." About three thousand of the whole 

iWQiber will probably remain oh the frontiers where they now 

are stationed; the rest will be for the general defence, to aft 

with the militia and volunteers in case the country should be 

attacked. A great part of them will probably be raised and 

atationedin the southern states; it being there that an attack, 

if naade, will be most likely to take place. 

In addition to these nineteen regiments, the President has 
been authorized, '* in the event of a declaration of war against 
«* the United States^ or of adual invasion of their territory by 
** a foreign power, or of imminent danger of such invasion 
** in his opinion discovered to exist before the next session of 
" Congress," to raise a body of ten thousand men, who are to 
be inlisted for a term not exceeding three years, and all whose 
officers he may immediately proceed to appoint 3 so that, should 
the occasion occur for bringing them into the field, they may 
be speedily inlisted and prepared for service. Their officers, 
however, arc to receive no pay, or other emolument, till 
brought into adual service. This is called *^ the provisional 
" army." 

The President is also empowered to accept the service of any 
voloBteer companies who may offer themselves as part of the 
provisional- army, to organize them into regiments or legions, 
to appoint all their officers, and to furnish them with arms, out 
of the public magazines, either by sale or loan. In case of 
loan their officers are to be responsible. These volunteers are 
to be liable at any moment during two years after the time of 
their enlistment, to be called into service by the President j 
and when in service are to receive rations and pay like regular 
troops, and be subje6l to the same regulations and discipline. 
They are to clothe themselves. The President may establish 
rules for their training and discipline when not in adlual ser- 
vice ; and during the period of their enlistment^ two years, they 
are exempted from ordinary militia duty. 

Many corps of this kind have already been formed, parti- 
cularly in the towns, and others are every where forming. In 
this city there is a legion almost copiplete, consisting now 

of 
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of two troops of horac, one coropaDy of grenadiera, one of 
artillery, and five of iofaotry. Il ii ra|>td]y increasing^ 
and, it Is atipposed^ will soon amount to two ihausaiid nien. 

The President has hitherto appoinled those officers for the 
volunteers who have been ele^ed by the companies j and I un- 
derstand that it is his iotenlion always to do so, where there is 
no particoiar objedlon to the person eleded. These volunteers, 
it is expeded, will form a very cotisiderable force j which, on 
emergencies, will be always ready to aid the regular troops and 
the militia. 

As to the railUia, no new arrangements have been made* 
Some changes were attempted j hut the subject was found full 
of diiBcuhiesj and it was, finally, thought best, in this mo- 
ment of danger, not to make any alterations, which roight, 
perhaps, derange the present systems, and create discontent or 
confusion* 

For naval defenccj various provisions have been made. The 
three frigates some linie ago ordered to be buUt, have been 
finished^ equipped, and puf to sea. Finer vessels, it is thanght, 
have never appeared on the ocean* Two of them carry forty- 
four guns each, and the third thirty-six, Tliese, and all other 
public or private armed ships of the United Stales, are auiho- 
riaed to capture and bring in for condemnation " any French 
" armed \' cast] which shall be found within the jurisdiSional 
" lioe of tile United States, or elsewhere on tlie high seas.'* 
Unarmed ships are not to be molested. 

In addiiiou to these three frigaleSj the President has been au- 
thorized to procure, equip, and send to sea for the pj-pteSion of 
our trade, six vessels of not less than thirty-two guns each > 
twelve of not less than twenty, nor more than Iwcnty- 
four, six of not more than eighteen ;, and a number of 
revenue cutters, which carry from Bto 14 guns each. To pro- 
left the harbtjurs, bays, and inlets, where large vessels cannot 
go, ten gal lies are dired^d to be equipped immediately. These 
vessi? Is carry two or three very Urge gun*, and a number of 
nifo, aurj arc so constru<Sled as to go into very shallow water. 
They will be i^tntioned in different places along the coast. 

Of ihe ^ix thirly-lw'o gnu frigates, Bvt^ are already on the 
stocks Eleven of those between twenty and iwenty-fouf 
have been contracted for, aod are now rapidly fittiog for sea. 
One has alre^idy sailed, and several others are nearly prepared* 
Que of i*igh(et'U guns has also gone to sea, and two others are 
conlrafletl fur iind will soon be rt^ady. Measures are taken to 
procure aU the restj as well as the gajlies. So that our naval 
force will be diiily increasing, and in a few muuihs may be very 
respedtahle When [he aiuiiiment now ortleied is complete we 
fthall hnve at sea nine large frigates, twelve sloops of war of 
from twcniy to twenty four guns, sis of from Jiixieen to cigh* 
teen, about ten cutlers, of frum 8 to 14, atid ten gal lies | 
making in the whole forty-eight ships of war: do inconsi- 
derable 
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derable force for the first effort of a nation which, three months 
ago> had not an armed vessel afloat, except some three small 
cutters. 

An apprehension at first prevailed that we should find difficul- 
tj in manning our ships of war ; but hitherto they have always 
got their complement of seamen within a few days after they, 
were ready to receive them. These brave and hardy fellows, 
though they have, in general, so little to lose/shew the greatest 
ardour to defend their country. Instances have occurred of 
their preferring to engage on board of armed ships at lower 
wages then they might have received in those that were un- 
armed. 

Several of these vessels are building by patriotic subscrip* 
tions of private persons, who loan the money to government 
at six per cent, repayable at its convenience, and superintend 
the work themselves, under the diredion of the navy depart- 
,ment. Thus the money is procured on very easy terms, and 
the vessels are built far cheaper, and in less time, than could 
be done by the public. It is thought that, at least, three 
large frigates, and nine or ten sloops of war will be built in 
this manner. The merchants of Philadelphia have undertaken 
one of forty-four guns, for which they have subscribed nearly 
one hundred thousand dollars. About the same sum has been 
subscribed at Baltimore, one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
at Boston, between sixty and seventy thousand, as nearly as 
I can recoiled, at New York, and considerable sums at various 
towns in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, and at Norfolk, 
Alexandria, Richmond, and Petersburg in Virginia. The 
whole amount of private subscriptions is estimated at six hun- 
dred and forty thousand dollars. One gentleman at Boston 
subscribed ten thousand. 

The merchant ships having been permitted to arm for tlieir 
defence, and to capture French privateers, a very general ar- 
mament of that kind is rapidly going on. Cannon was very 
scarce, and still is not plenty j but when a whole nation sets to 
work, and is in earnest, it soon surmounts every difficulty. 
The supply of arms is every day increasing 5 and we may 
exped thai in a few months, our trade will be in a situation 
to defend itself, with the assistance of the public ships of 
war. 

The first blow was struck some weeks ago by the capture of 
a French privateer on our coast, which had made prize of 
some of our ships, and then had the impudence to run into 
our own harbours for protection against the English cruizer.^. 
She was taken by one of our sloops of war^ and has been con- 
demned. 

In the mean time, as a method of bringing France to rea- 
son, and saving our merchants from her wanton seizures, all 
commercial intercourse with her or her dominions has been sns- 
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pendecl, till an accommodation of the differences Uetwcen ihl§ 
country and her shall take place} and as she has not only vio- 
Jated, in numerous instances, the treaties between the two 
countries, but continues to do so, and refuses to listen to any 
demand of reparation, a law has been passed by Congress de- 
claring those treaties no longer binding on the United States. 
In consequence of this law, the President has suspended the 
French consuls in this country from the fundions which they 
exercised under those treaties. 

Thus far have we gone defensively. We take French armed 
ships, which cruise for the purpose of annoying our trade^ and 
we prepare with vigour for repelling their attacks by sea and 
land ; but we do not attack her unarmed ships, or make re* 
prisals for the injuries she has done us. Many persons -were 
of opinion that we ought to go the last lengths, and declare 
war ; which they deemed the most manly and honourable coursey 
as well as the safest ; but others thought it best to confine 
ourselves to defence and preparation, and leave the French 
either to discontinue their attacks, or to declare wisr, as they 
might think best. This course was finally adopted. Nothing 
is more difficult than to conje6ture what will be the condud 
of France in consequence of our measures. She may perhaps 
draw back^ and by some apparent concessions try to avoid an 
open .war. This perhaps would be her true policy; but I am 
inclined to think that she will pursue a contrary course, and 
endeavour, at all events^ to enforce her demands. Earlier re- 
sistence, and vigorous preparation a year ago, on our part, 
might probably have prevented her from taking the ground; 
but having taken it, her pride, the passions of her rulers, and 
perhaps their policy, will probably forbid hpr to recede. What- 
ever may be her determination, 1 am convinced that with the 
^nion and spirit now displayed by this country, we have nothing 
to fear from her vengeance. We possess, I have no doubt, the 
means of creating a maritime force superior to any she can 
bring against us, even should she make peace with England. 
And as to invading our country, should she have the rashness 
to attempt it, she will soon find that (he Americans have infi- 
nitely increased in means since 76 without decreasing in spirit. 
Her forces would not advance far into the country, before they 
would be met by an army of one hundred thousand men, led 
on by Washington, and composed of frtemen fighting, and 
prepared to die, for their laws, their religion, and their fami- 
lies. This is a sort of resistance to which she has not hitherto 
been accustomed. 

The measures already adopted are considered as the begin- 
ning, only, of preparation. Should France drive us into a 
serious war, far other exertions will be called for, and will, I 
have no dgubt, be made. 

The 
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The expense of these preparatory measares, including one 
}rear*s support of the additional troops^ is estimated at nine 
millions of dollars, viz. 340^000 for fortifications -, 1,300,000 
for arms, military stores', &c. 200,000 for equipments of ca- 
valry, and carrying into e.ff^€t the provisional army bill; 
3,370,000 for the naval armament; and 3,^00,000 for the new 
troops. Should the provisional army be brought into service. 
Its expenses for a year wpnld amount, as estimated, to 
3,500,000 dollars j and the volunteers and militia, if called 
out, will also require a considerable expense. These obje^, 
however, are contingent, and not likely soon to happen. 
The certain expenses, direffced by law, amount to, nine mil- 
lions. 

To defray these expenses, we possess the following* meafnti» ^ 
First, a balance of our ordinary revenue above our ordinary 
expenditure. In the last year, the year 1/97, t^c imt)ost and 
tonnage duties producc^d, 7»5'^9»^'^9 dollars; a millron more 
than the produ6t of 1796, and about two millions more than 
that of 1795. New imposts, to the estimated amount, of aC 
least 500,000 dollars, have been added since 1795> but did not 
operate on the revenue of 1796 or 1797. This added to tho 
produ^ of 1797, without any allowance for increase, would 
raise the produd of 1798 to eight millions; but if we allow 
one million for decreasie on account of ihe present circumstaiH 
ces, which is more than I believe will take place, still wn 
shall have seven millions for the product of impost and tonnage 
duties in the present year. The internal duties last year, ari- 
sing from stills, spirits, carriages, retailers licenses, sugar-refi- 
ners, and auctioneers, produced dollars 575,4gi, In the pre- 
sent year 600,000 may be expected from them; perhaps more. 
The postofiSce produces 50,000 ; and puWic stock and bank 
shares held by the United States, 1 60,000. From the sale of 
western lands 40,000 may be expected. The stamp act went, 
into operation on the 1st of July, and may be taken at 400,000 
annually, which, for the remaining half of this year is 200,000. 
These various sums added together, give eight millions and 
•fifty thousand dollars for the permanent revenue of the present 
year. 

Theordinary expend! tuYe will amount to 6,721,7^7 dollars; 
of which 1,121,494 are for the support of the civil government 
in all its various branches; 352,000 for paying awards under 
the British treaty; 1,238,730 for the old milirary esiabli^h- 
ment ; and 4,009,561 for the interest of the public debt and" 
the reimbursement of the principal. This aggregate of ordi- 
nary expenditure deducted from the amount of revenue stated 
above, leaves a balance of 1,328,213 dollars, to be applied to 
the extraordinary expenses. Add to this the sum of two millions 
laid, for one year, on lands, houses and slaves, in a manner 
which will be hereafter explained, ai\d Vlie s»ttk o^ ^<^i::!C>^ 
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dollars, estimated as tbe amount of subscriptions for btiilding 
vt*ssels( and ilwy give an affgicgi^te of about four tuihions for 
defraying ihe cj^ir^ordinary expenaes. Dedud this sum from 
the amount of those pxpensesj %vhich is nine miUions, and there 
renopins a balance of iive millions atiU to be provided. This 
the Prestdtnit h auUitjrjzrd ro borrow on ihe best terms ihat can 
be obtained* and ihe j^urplusof imposi and tonnage duties, be- 
yond rhe permanent appmpTiations charged on them, is pledged 
to pay tbe iiiltrest and principal of tbe loan* Those duties, we 
have Jieen, amount* on the most nioderale estimate, to seven 
tnillions of dollars} the permanent appropriations charged on 
them, which are for the civil list, and the inierfst of the public 
debt, do not eitceed 4,500,Q€0. So that the fund, as solid a 
one as any government possesses, is amply sufficient for loans 
to the amount of twenty niiUions, inste^td of five, should it be 
necessary to borrow to vhat extent. The faith of the United 
States is, moreover, pledged to make up any deficiency. In 
shorty I am persuaded, that the pecuniary resources of this 
country, like its military and maritime resources, have, as yet, 
been but slightly touched. Our whole system of taxation, in- 
cluding the dired tax of two millions laid by Congress in the 
presmt session, amounts only to jibout ten millions of dollars^ 
which, divided among a population of probably six millions of 
souls, gives one dollar and one- third for the annual contribu- 
tion ®f each person. In many parts of the country, this is one 
day's labour J in mo^5l part% not more than two ; and no where 
more than three. If we suppose one-fourth of this six millions 
to consist of persons capable of supporting themselves, and pay- 
ing taxep, by ibcir labouri and then divide the whole araounl 
of the taxes among that fourth, it will come to something more 
than six dollars eachj a sum which, with common industry, a 
person may earn in tefv days or li^ss. Thus we find, that the 
whole of our contributions to government, as now increased, 
amount to about ten days labour in the year, for each person 
capable of labour^ Let this be compared with the etate of other 
countries, even inch as are most fkurishing and happy, and it 
will be found, that we pay nothing in comparison with them* 
J have no doubt, for my own part, that we might pay twice as 
Diuth, or even three times, were it uecessary, %vithout incon- 
venience^ provided a skiltal system were adopted tor the col- 
leftioDj and steadily pursued* 

1 must beg your pardon, my dear Sir, for this digression, if 
such it should be thought, I intended it by way t>f answer to 
the insinuations of those, aod such there are, who are so fond 
of idling us thai we are not able to support the txptuse of 
protecting our property and our rights. 

This leads me to explain the nature of the direft ta», and 
the manner in which it is apportioned, laid and colleftedL. All 
the details cannot be brought %vubin the compass of a letter; 
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aVid they are the less nece^ary, since the laws themselves have 
been published, and some pains have been taken to distribute 
them through the country : but I will present you with the 
outline. 

The tax, amounting to two millions of dollars, is laid oil 
lands, dwelling-houses, and slaves. This is perfedtly equal; 
because, although there are slaves in some states, and not ia 
others, yet, as each state has its part of the tax fixed, it must 
pay that part, whether it has slaves or not -, and, what it does 
not raise from slaves, it must raise from lands and dwelling- 
houses. • All slaves under twelve, and above fifty, are exempted, 
as well as all such as are exempted by the laws of the state, 
where they are. The others pay half a dollar each. All dwel- 
ling-houses, which, with the out-houses belonging to theai> 
and the lot on which they stand, not exceeding two acres for 
anyone house, are worth less than 100 dollars, are also ex- 
empted ', and so are all lands which are exempted by the laws of 
the state where they lie. All other lands and dwelling-houses 
are to pay according to a valuation. The dwelling-houses are 
to be valued with the out- houses belonging to them respe6tive- 
ly, and the lot on which they stand, not exceeding two acres in 
any case; and the lands, with atl wharfs and oth^r buildings 
upon them, except dwelling-houses above the value of one hun- 
dred dollars. 

For the. purpose of making these valuations, each state is 
thrown into a suitable number of divisions, with a commis- 
sioner in each 3 and the commissioners in the state, form a 
board for superintending and conducing the business. This 
board divides the state in a proper number of assessment dis- 
trids, and appoints in each, one principal assessor, and a suit- 
able number of assistant assessors, whose duty it is to collet 
lists of all the lands, dwelling-houses, and slaves, and to value 
the' former, under the direction of the commissioners. The 
property is to be described in a very particular manner, and 
every precaution is used to prevent the valuations from being 
unequal. ' 

The valuations being finished^ and a record of them, and 
of the lists whereon they are founded, being made in each as- 
sessment distridt, an abstrad of the whole, together with the 
original lists, is transmitted by the board of commissioners to 
the secretary of the treasury ; and he issues orders to the super- 
visor of each state, to proceed to the assessment and collettioa 
of the tax ; for which purpose, the supervisor may appoint as 
many coUedtors as he thinks fit. Having before him the valua- 
tion of every house, and tra6t, or lot of land, in the state, and 
ao enumeration of all the slaves liable to taxation, he proceeds 
to ascertain how much will be raised on the slaves, and dedudts 
the amount from the sum payable by the state. He then assesses 
on every dwelling-house valued, with the out-houses and lot, 
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at more tlian one hnndrcd, and not more than five hundred 
doU^rSj one fifth psrcmlf or iv/f^nty ctnh \u the hundred doUars, 
oo the amoant of its valuaiion ; on those above five hundred, 
and not more ihan one thou-^and, three-tenth ;! fer unt.\ on 
those above one, and not more than three thousand, fonr-tenihs 
fcr mil. I on those above tbrtej and not more than six ihounand, 
five-t»*nfhs, or one half ; on tho'sc ahove six, and not more than 
tf-B ihotjSLind, si3L*tentbs; on tho-^e abov^. ten» and not more 
than fifteen thoiiiand, seven-tenths j on those above fifteen, 
and not more than twenty thou sand » eLght-tenibs j on those 
above twentji snd not more than thiriy thousand, nine-tenths^ 
and on those above ibirtjr thounand, out per cent. Having as- 
ceriained what^ according lo tliese tiroponioos, will be raisicd 
upon dwelling-houses within the state, he dedu^ that aniount 
ako frora the a^m payable by the state; and the balance if 
any, is kid tipon the lands, according to the valnation* and at 
Kuch rate per t^ent as will be sufficient to make it up* Thts rate 
the supervisor fixes. 

Should the slave and house- tax amount to more than the 
sum payable by the state^ the supervisor must reduce the rates 
ou houses, so as to bring It down to that sum ^ and there will, 
In »hat case, be no rax on the lands. 

Hence^ it appears, that houses of a high value piy much 
more, in proportion, than those of a low one, A house worth 
100 dolJarSj for inatauce, pays but one-fifth ptr cent, or twenty 
ceuisi while one of 30,000 dollars value, and there are many 
such, .esperJaKy in the great towns, will pay one per eaU^ or 
300 dollars: five times as much in pm port ion as the former^ 
This goes upon the principle of a lax upon expcjne, not a tax 
upon captiaJ] that being considered as the true criterion where- 
by taxes ought to be apportioned : and* it is supposed, that 
the house in which a man lives, will afford, geocrally spe.ikiog^ 
a tolerably exad indication of his means of expense, and of 
paying taxes ; consequently^ tliat a man who lives in a houiie 
worth 30,000 dollars, must have an income which will rnable 
him to pay 300 dollars, as easily as one inhabiting a hon^e worth 
only 100 dollars, can pay twenty cmfs. Thus, ihe burden Is 
made to fall on those wlio are able to bear it, and on every one 
in proporivon to his ability* 

When ihe proportions to be paid by slaves, houi^es and lands, 
rcspc£tivcly, are thus fixed, tlie supervisor issaes his warrant to 
• certain officers to be appointed in each assessment disln£t, 
called surveyors of the revenue, whose duty it is to ascertain 
the amount payable by each person in ihe dhtrid, and raake 
out colledion iisi^i accordingly. This don^^, ihe lists are deli- 
vered to the coUcdors, who proceed lo thf? colk^ioo of the tax. 
Each colledor must, as soon as he receiver his list, advertise in 
at least fuur places witliui his distrid, for all persons to come 
and pay the tiix^ and he must call on thofcc who do not attend* 
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and demand it from them. If they do not pay within twenty 
days aAer the demand, he may proceed to colled it by distress 
of their goods, except beasts of the plough, arms^ household 
furniture, and the necessary apparel of the family. Should the 
tax, or any part of it, remain unpaid for a year^ lands maybe 
sold ; bqt the owner may redeem them, at any time within 
two years after the sale, by the payment or tender of the 
amount of the tax, with costs and charges, atid twelve />^r ant 
interest. 

Each coUedor, before receiving a tax list for colledion, 
roust give bond and security for double the amount contained in 
the list. He must account monthly for the monies he receives, 
and may be removed and compelled to deliver up his lists, if 
guilty of any miscondu£t, besides being liable to tlie action of 
the party injured. He roust make a iinal settlement of his ac- 
counts within thirteen months, under pain of becoming liable 
for the whole amount of his lists, and having his lands and 
ffoods, with those of his securities, sold to raise the money. 
Many other precautions are used to prevent abuse, and insure a 
speedy collection and payment by the culWctors. 

The commissioners receive three dollars per day each, while 
employed in the duty of their office, besides the sum of 150 
dollars, as a general compensation. The principal assessors 
have one dollar and an half per day, while so employed j and 
the assistant assessors, from one dollar to one and an half, ac- 
cording to the nature of their business. The surveyors of the 
revenue, who are to be permanent otLcers, are conjpensated by 
certain fees on the business they do. The supervisors have one 
half f€r cent, on the amount of all monies received and paid 
over by them under the act, the inspectors one quarter />fr cent, 
and the collectors five per cent. The expense of collecting the 
tax, therefore, will be about seven per cent. That of the valua- 
tion, will be more considerable; perhaps 200,000 dollars, or 
ten per cent I but a valuation once made, will serve for several 
years, probably ten or twelve 5 and when renewed, will cost 
less than the first time. 

This tax is laid for only one year, and is not intended to be 
made permanent, unless the state oif the finances should abso- 
lutely require it. Piobably, however, it will be continued 
from year to year, for sometime. Perhaps it maybe reduced, 
and it is far from being impossible, that the public exigencies, 
especially in case the war should become such as to require 
great exertions, may render an increase of it absolutely ne- 
cessary. 

The whole sum, two millions of dollars, is divided among 
the states, according to their respedive numbers, including 
fwo-fifths of the slaves. By this apportionment, New-Hamp- 
ihirc fays 77,705 dollars 5 Massachusetts 260,435. Rhode- 
liiaod 37,502. Conncaicut VAQ,/^. Vermont 4(5,864. New- 
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York 181,587. Nrw-Jersey 98,387. Pennsylvania 237,177. 
Delaware 30,430. ^ Maryland 152,599. Virginia 345,488. 
Kentuckey 37,643. North-Carolina 193,697. Tennessee 
18.806. South-Carolina 112,997, and Georgia 38,814. Of 
the whole amount, it is supposed that slaves will pay about 
130,000 dollars, dwelling-houses about 1,000,000, and lands, 
consequently, about 870,000. 

Such is the nature, amount, and mode of colleftion, of this 
tax, which would not have been ne'cessafy, had not the condu^ 
of France compe-lled us to arm 5 but which, I am fully per- 
suaded, the Americans will most cheerfully pay, when they re- 
fled that the money is to be employed, not in paying tribute 
to a foreign nation, but in defending their own rights, honour, 
and independence. For such obje6ts as these, 1 am even per- 
suaded, that double the amount would, if necessary, be- paid 
with cheerfulness. 

The last advices from our commissioners, were received about 
the 20th of June, and bear date on the 3d and 4th of April. 
General Marshall, one of the commissioners, brought them. 
It appears by these dispatches, that Generals Pinckney *and 
Marshall, finding all hope of an accommodation, on other than 
disgraceful terms, to be quite at an end, resolved to return home, 
to which the French government, not finding them disposed to 
yield up the honour of their country, made no objedtion. 
General Marshall, therefore, embarked for America, and Gene- 
ral Pinckney went to the south of Fiance, where his daughter's 
health made it necessary fpr her lo remain some tim?*. The 
Dire6tory detained Mr. Gerry, with a view, as he states in bis 
letter to the President, of drawing him again into discussions 
about a loan', in other words, a tribute : but he declares his in- 
tention of concluding nothing in the absence of his colleagues. 
He is known, by this time, to have receiv^d the new instruc- 
tions sent by the President on the arrival of the first dispatches ; 
and, in consequence of them, he is, probably, on his way 
home; for they dire6t the conmiissioneis to list(n to no propo- 
sitions about a loan, to hold no intercourse with the French 
government, except through agents publicly and regularly ac- 
credited, and to leave France immediately, unless officially re- 
ceived by the Diredtory, in a manner^suitable to their charader, 
and to thedignity of their nation. It being, moreover, judgc4 
improper that one of these commissioners should remain ii| 
France, to conduft, alone, a business for which three had been 
appointed, the President, as soon a<i he found that Generals 
Pinckney and Marshall were dismissed, sept Mr. Gerry positive 
orders to return immediately. 

To refuse to trpat with two commissioners of characters so 
highly respectable, and retain the third in hopes o| wheedling 
him into conditions dishonourable and ruinous to his country, i« 
very conformable 10 French policy an4 French systenisj hut it is 
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highly insulting to this country, and leads to consequences, ■ 
which, if not resisted, must prove wholly destrudive of its 
independence. It amounts to saying, " when you have a dis* 
pute to settle with us, you shall not choose the negotiators, 
but we will choose them; they shall not be such persons as you 
can trust, but such as we like, as we may think the most ma- 
nageable.** When a nation submits to conduft like this, its 
independence is a mere shadow^ the substance is gone. 

From this it appears that the arrival of General Puickney and 
Mr. Grerry may be hourly expeded -, but nothing has been heard 
from either of them since the 4th of April. 



WILLIAM BLOUNT. 

During the last secession of Congress, the farci- 
cal affair of " Blount's Conspiracy^' as it was called, 
was brought to a conclusion; or rather, it was bu- 
ried in oblivion, without ever being brought to any 
conclusion at all. 

William Blount, who was a native of North 
Carolina, and who had been governor of the new 
state of Tennessee, was, in 1797* a member of the 
Senate of the United States for the said state of 
Tennessee. What were his worr// principles, the 
reader will be able to guess from the part he adled 
in the transactions about to be detailed; bui, it 
may be necessary to observe, that he was dk flaming 
^/rio/, always full of professions in favour of France 
and against Great Britain. On all questions, which 
came before the Senate, and in which these two na- 
tions were implicated, he never failed to give the 
strongest and most unequivocal proofs of attach- 
ment to the former, and of hatred of the latter. — » 
But, of all changeable things, what is so changeable 
as the afFedions of a republican patriot ! 

Blount was a great dealer in lands^ which im- 
plies, at once, every quality usually possessed by a 
fortune hunter and a gambler. He was, a$ the 
well-born men of the Southern States gjiivcxaiU^ ^\^^ 
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a gees tkman- like, easy, engaging man. By his 
address, and perhaps by his zeal in their service, 
he had acquired grtat weight, not only amongst the 
people of Tennesscej but also annongst the Indians 
in the neighbourhood of the state. This ciraum- 
stance rendered him^ dangerous manjif in any case, 
he should become disafFcfted to the United States, 

The lands J which he owned in Tennessee, and 
in other parts of the country bordering on the 
Mississippi, were of immense extent ; and. as allj 
and ten times more than all his fortune, was em- 
barked in these lands, every circumstance which 
could afFe6t their value deeply engaged his attention. 
The United States had made a treaty with Spain, in 
1795, which was considered vtrjy advantageous to 
the Western territory of the United States; but, 
belorc the boundary lines were drawn, in fulfil- 
ment of that treaty, Spain made a peace with 
France, by a secret article of which, it was thought^ 
and is yet thought [in 1799]^ that Louisiana was 
ceded to France , and was to be delivered up to her 
at the conclusion of a general peace. Mr, Blount, 
patriot as he was, did not like thepro-peft of hav- 
ing the republican French for neighbours. In faft, 
he knew, that it would prevent the Western coun- 
tries of the Unitt^d States from being settled, and 
would, of course, not only prevent his lands from 
rising in value, bur would take from them all the 
value they then pos^essed^ and reduce him and 
his constituents to ruin. 

In looking about him for means to prevent this, 
he could find nothing whereon to place any reli- 
ance, but the aid of Gredt Brit am. This aid, 
however, could nut be expelled, xvithout an offer 
of something substantial, as a compensation for 
the risk aud expense. Blount, therefore, and 
others concerned in the scheme, resolved to make 
an offer to put Great Britain in possession of Loni^ 
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siaoa and the Floridas, if she would send a squa- 
dron to takfe New Orleans and to guatrl the mouth 
of the Mississippi. The people o{ Tennessee and 
Kentucky were to be.joined by a body of Indians, 
and these, under the direction of Blount and his 
associates, were to assist the British in dividing the 
Spaniards from the Continent of North America, 
and thus render it impossible for the French to form 
a settlement in Louisiana, for the purpose of an- 
noying the people and influencing the parties and 
government of the United States. — Such was the 
plan % never was one better laid, or more easy to 
execute. How it came to fail will be gathered from 
the following documents, and the notes, which I 
have thought it necessary to add. Thege documents 
arc taken from a " Report of the Committee of the 
** House of Representatives oj the United States^ 
** appointed to prepare and report Articles of Impedich^ 
" hient against William Blount, a Senator of 
" the United States."" 

But, before I insert the documents, I must men- 
tion some circumstances, a knowledge of which is 
necessary to a clear comprehending of their mean- 
ing. — While Blount was at Philadelphia, in the 
capacity of a Senator, in the winter of \Tg7j his 
plan was opened to Mr. Liston (the British Mi- 
nister there) by one Chisholm, whom American 
courtesy stylrd Captain Chisholm. It does not 
appear, that Chisholm was the agent of Blount ; 
but, that Blount having communicated some- 
thing of his intentions to him, Chisholm anticipa- 
ted his propositions with the British Minister, and 
thus became, through the incautiousness of the 
latter,* the principal in an enterprise, in which it 
was intended, that he should a6l as a very subordi- 
nate agent. — ^The Congress, which broke up in 
March, left Blount leisure to return to Tennessee 
until June, when the Congress met again. On his 
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return to Philadelphia, he wrote the following let- 
ter to one James Carey, an interpreter of the 
Indian language at Tellico. 

Colonel King^s Iron Works, 
April 2\5U 1797' 
Dear CARSTy 

I" wished to have seen you, before I returned to Philadel- 
phia ; but I am obliged to return to the session of Congress^ 
which commences on the 15th May 

Among other things that I wished to have seen you about, 
was the business Captain Chesholm mentioned to the British Mi-- 
nister last Hxnnter at Philadelphia, 

I believe, but am not quite sure, that the plan then talked 
of will be attempted this fall -, and if it is attempted, 
it will be in a much larger way than then talked, of| 
and if the Indians a6t their part, I have no doubt but 
it will succeed. A man of consequence has gone to England 
ahoutthe business, and if he makes arrangements as he expeds, 
I shall myself have a hand in the business, and probably shall 
be at the head of the business on the part of the British. You arc, 
however, to undt^rstand that it is not yet quite certain that the 
plan will be at tempted 3 yet you will do well to keep things in 
a proper train of adion in case it should be attempted^ and to 
do so will require all your management. I say require all your 
management, because you must take care, in whatever you say 
to Rogers, or any body el&e, not to let the plan be discovered 
by Hawkins, Dinsmoor, Byers, or any other person in the interest 
6f the United States or Spain. 

If I attempt this plan, I shall exped to have you, and all 
my Indian country and Indian friends with mej but you are . 
now in good business, I hope, and you are not to risk the loss 
of.it by saying any thing that will hurt you until you again 
hear from me. Where Captain Chesholm is I do not know : 
I left him in Philadelphia in March, and he frequently visited 
the minister^ and spoke upon the subjedt ; but I believe he will 
go into the Creek nation, by way of South Carolina or Geor- 
gia. He gave out he was going to England, hut I did not be'^ 
lieve him. Among things that you may safely do, will be to 
keep up my consequence with Watts, and the Creeks and Che- 
rokees generally, and you must by no means say any thing in 
favour of Hawkins, but as often as you can witli safety to 
yourself, you may teach the Creeks to believe he is no better . 
than he should be. Any power or consequence he gets will be 
against our plan. Perhaps Rogers, who has no office to lose, is 
the best man to give out talks against Hawkins'*, Read the letter 

♦ An Agent of the United States with the Creek Nation. 

to 
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to Rogers*, and If you think it best to send it to hina, put a 
wafer iu it, and forward it to him by a safe hand, or perhaps 
you bad best send for him to come to you, and speak to him 
yourself, respecting tht^ state and prospect of things. 

I have advised you in whatever you do to take care of your- 
self. I have now to tdl you to take care of me too, for a dis- 
covery of the plan would prevent the success, and ranch in- 
jure all parties concerned. It may be that the commissioners 
may not run the lines as the Indians expected, or wish, and in 
that case it is probable the Indians may be taught to blame me 
for making the treaty. 

To such complaints against me, if such there are, it may be 
said by my friends at proper times and places, that Double- 
head confirmed the treaty with the President at Philadelphia, 
and receives as much as 5000 dollars a year to be paid to the 
nation over and above the first price: indeed, it may with 
truth be said, that though I made the treaty, that I mad6 it by the 
instructions of ihc^ President, and in fact it may with truth be 
said, thit I was by the President instructed to purchase much 
more land than the Indians would agree to sell. This sort of 
talk will be throwing all the blame off me, upon the late Pre- 
sident, and as he is now out of ofiice, it will be of no conse- 
quence how much the Indians blame him. And among other 
things that can be said for me, is, that I was not at the run- 
ning of the line< and that if I had been, it would have been 
run more to their satisfaction. In short, you understand the 
subject, and must take care to give out the proper talks to keep 
up my consequence with the Creeks and Cherokees. Can't 
Eogues contrive to get the Creeks to desire the President to 
take Hawkins out of the nation, for if he stays in the Creek 
nation, and gels the good will of the nation, he can and will 
do great injury to our plans. When you have read this letter over 
three times then burn it. I shall be at Knoxville in July or August, 
when I will send for Watts, and give him the whiskey 1 pro- 
mised, &c. '^ . 

Wm. BLOUNT. 

This letter was left with Colonel King, to be 
by him sent on to Carey ; but Blount happen- 
ing to meet on his journey, a man of the name of' 
Grant, he requested him to go to King's, to 
take the letter, and give it to Carey. Both 
Grant and Carey were afterwards examined 
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upon oath. The following cxtradls from their de- 
positions^ will show how Blount's letter got 
into the hands of the government. 

Extra ff from Granfs Deposition. 

Mh. BlounI", 
After speaking generally of some unfortunate circumstaoces 
baving taken place in his pecuniary affairs in Philadelphia, he 
told nne, in confidence, that there was a plan on foot which be 
hr^fed would relieve htvifrom his difficulties. I asked hina the oa- 
lure and extent of \x, believing it to be a landed negotiation 
which I had understood he with some others were concerned 
in, and had in operation by their agents in London and else* 
"ivbere. He informed me that it was quite a different tlung; 
that it was apian respeding which, Chi sholm and several of 
the chiefs had been with the British Minister during the last 
winter in Philadelphia, a ud on the subject of which Chisholmhad 
a paper in the hand-writing of Mr. Listen, though he believed 
his name was not to it 3 that the intention of the thing was a 
co-operation of the Indians with the British in taking the Flo- 
ridad, and establishing a British government in the Spanish do- 
minions on the Mississippi, which he conceived would be of 
great utility to the Western country : he said, if the plan 
should go forward, he should be engaged in it 5 that he was to 
use his influence to bring the Indians to act their part, and to 
conduct them as their military leader on the expedition ^ and 
that he was to be rewarded by some high ofhcial sitnnt'on in 
the government of the conquered country: he made no di- 
rect overture to me to join in the enterprise j but said, that 
if he succeeded, he should have it in his power to provide 
handsomely for his friends; and advised me to go to the Nat- 
chez, to gtt out of the reach of certain pecuniary engagements 
which 1 had been induced to contract by indorsing paper on 
his assurance that the payment should be provided for, and 
which he told me there would be no other method of avoiding 
than by going pot of the government of the United States. 
He did not mention the names of any persons who were to bd 
associated with him in his project, but I understood generally 
' from him that any citizens of the United States who would 
engage in rlie enterprise, as volunteers, should be received and 
employed. He appeared to place great reliance on the assist- 
ance of Rogers and Carey, and on their influence in persuad- 
ing the Indians to second his views : he spoke particularly of 
Rogers as a more resolute and determined man, and more to ht 
depended on, than Carey. He did not explain the arrange- 
ment of the plan more particularly than that a naval armament 

was 
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was to b(B sent from Great Britain, which was to bring out the 
materials for the enterprise, and which was to be co-operated 
with on tJ^e land side, under his directions, by the Indians and 
sttch other force as he coald engage for the purpose. He 
spoke of it as an affair not yet matured, but which depended on 
preliminary circumstances yet to be arranged. I understood 
that the paper, which he mentioned Chisholai to have in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Liston, contained the project of the expe- 
dition. 

I parted from Governor Blount about 150 or 160 miles from 
Knoxvilie, and proceeded on my journey. On the 15th of 
May, or about that time, I was going from Knoxville to Tellico 
Bk)ck-hoase, to settle some pecunfary transactions of my ownj 
when I was requested by Colonel James King to take down 
some letters— On my signifying my willingnf'ss to take them, 
he gave me two Inters to James Carey, and one for Major 
Lovely, all from Governor Blount — One of the letters for 
Carey vras, I think, under two seals, and was marked on the 
superscription^ No. 1. — the other two letters were open — When 
they were delivered to me by Colonel Kin^, he enjoined me to 
deiirer the sealed letter to Carey secretly: I did not enquire the 
motive of this injunctipn, because J supposed it w>ns the lettec 
of which Governor Blount had spoken tome in Washington 
county, and that Colonel King was acquainted with the sub- 
ject of it— I delivered all the letters as I was requested ; the un- 
sealed letter for Carey, which was upon private business. I 
took back from him as its object could not then be complied 
with. 

Extras from Carey s Deposition, 

After my return to Tellico, on or about the 20th of May, I 
was 4old that James Grant, commonly called Major Grant, 
wanted to see roe— When I met him, he told me he had a let- 
ter for me which he wished to deliver to me whfu we were by 
ou*'selves: We walked away together to some distance, and he 
iben said he had a letter for me from my old friend Governor 
Blount — He delivered it to me, and on opening it, 1 founds 
within the same cover, two letters, one for John Rogers, dated 
" Tennessee, Sullivan county, April 21,1/97, (Colonel King's 
Iron-woiks") — the other for me, dated " Colonel Kings Iron- 
works, April 21, 1797." — both of which letters are now in ll:e 
possession of the Committee— Without attending to the di- 
rection, I first opened that which was addressed to Rog^ns, and 
read down one side, which related to a runaway negro fellow, 
before I discovered my mistake. I then began the letter which 
was <;iir^cted to me— Major Grant and I were sitting within two 
feet of each other— 1 read loud enough to be heard by him 5 

and, 



142 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

and> as I was sometimes at a loss to make out a word, being a 
poor scholar, he told me what it was, and explained to me, and 
corrected, me whenever 1 blundered as I went on— When I had 
finished reading it, he said to me, ** Now, Carey, you must be 
very careful, as your friend Governor Blount puis great confi- 
dence in you ; you must observe what be tells you, that when 
you have read the letter two or three tiroes, you are to burn it" 
— He then asked me what 1 intended to doj whether 1 would 
send the letter to Rogers, or send for Rogers to come to mcr— 
I told him I did not know -, perhaps I might write to Rogers, 
and if I did, I would let him know — He said that people there- 
abouts thought it was all over with Governor Blount: but he 
would rise yet — that if his plan should take place, it would be 
a great thing for the friends of the business. and for the coun- 
try — that Governor Blount would entrust nobody with the care 
of the letter but him, and that he had come to Tellico on 
purpose to deliver it to me — that I should receive another let- 
ter from Governor Blount, and that he. Major Grant, would 
come down again to see me on the subject— I then told him 
that I could not tarry any longer, as I was wanted at the store : 
as we returned, he repeated to me that I should be careful^ that 
the business was of great consequence, that it would be of 
much service to its friends, and that Governor Blount placed 
great confidence in me. He then returned to Knoxvillc. 

I kept the letter, but did not know what to do with it or think 
about it — I had, a/ew days before, been sworn, by Mr. Dins- 
mocr, to execute my appointments with fidelity to the United 
States: and I was much embarrassed between my regard for 
Governor Blount and what might possibly be ray duty with 
respect to the letter* — I consulted Major Lewis Lovely, who 
wclerk at the store, and shewed him the letter — He told me 
he did'not know what to advise, but that I should consider my 
oath — I took occasion, a few days afterwards, when I was alone 
with Mr. Byers, to tell him that I had a strange letter in my 
possession, which I did not know what to do Kbout : He asked 
me who it was from — I told him, and promised to shew it to 
him the next morning, which I did accordingly ) and on bis 
assurance that it was of importance to the public that it should 
be disclosed, Igave it to him. 



* This fellow must not have much credit on the score of conscience. 
It was his place^ and not his soul, that he was afraid rof losing. 
His appointment under the United States had taken place without 
the knowledge of Blount, who, if he had heard of it, certainly 
would not have made a confident of him* 

Thus 
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Thus did the letter fall into the hands of Byers, 
one of the very persons, from whom the writer 
cautions Carey to keep its contents a profound 
secret ! Byers, finding himself not only not trustedy 
but positively suspeSed^ by Blount, immediately 
set off to Philadelphia, and communicated the let- 
ter to the President. The President, after having 
made the necessary inquiries respecting Chisholm 
and the others concerned ; and after having taken 
the preparatory steps for seizing, on the papers of 
the grand projector, communicated the fatal letter 
to the Congress, where it was read from the chair 
of the Senate, while the writer of it was sitting as 
one of the Members of that body ! 

This was on the 3d of July^ ]7Q7, during that 
session of Congress, which has, usually, been de- 
nominated the Extra Session. The Senate instant- 
ly passed a resolution to send for persons andpapers^ 
in virtue of which they seized a trunk contaming 
the letters and other private papers of Blount. 
The House of Representatives, in the mean time, 
appointed a Committee to examine, and make a 
report on the business. On the 5th of July, this 
Committee made their report in part, and recom- 
mended an immediate publication of the papers. 
On the 7th of July, the House took up the report 
of the Committee, which was now rendered in- 
complete, and resolved to impeach Mr. Blount of 
high crimes aud misdemeanors. Mr. Samuel SiT- 
GREAVEs, wlio was the first on the Committee, 
was ordered to carry up the resolution to the Se- 
nate, and their to prefer the impeachment in the 
name of the House of Representatives, and of all 
the people of the United States ; and further, to 
demand, that the said W-illiam Blount should 
be sequestrated from his seat in the Senate. On 
the Bth of July, the Senate informed the lower 
House, that they had taken bail for the appearance 

of 



^144 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

of Blount. On the 1 8th of July the Senate in 
formed the RepresentativeSj that rhey had expelled 
WiLLiAivi BLou^fT ; that upon his expulsion 
being declared^ Mr. Bugler and Thomas 
Blount (brother of William), the sureties of 
Blount the Senator, came and surrendered him 
up. and requested to be discharged from their re- 
cognizances; and J that, thereupon the Senate re- 
solved, that William Blount should be taken 
into custody of their messenger^ until new and 
suflScient surety should be given, Blount did not 
like this reselution, the fulfilment of which he 
took care to prevent by immediately decampings 
This circumstaDce, hnwever, (which the Con- 
gress really seem to hare rejoiced at) did not pre* 
vent the preparations for the impeachment from 
going. The sessions ended, in the mean time; 
but Messrs, Samuel SitgreaveSj Harper^ 
Baldwin, DawsoNi and Bayard^ were appoint- 
ed a Committee to examine evidences, and to make 
their report at the next meeting of Congress. 

The first thing this Committee did was to rum- 
mage the trunk of papers, which belonged to 
Blount, and which the Senate had seized, upon 
the first intimation of the matter. In this trunk 
they found several letters from a Docftor Nicholas 
RoMAYNE, a physician of New-York, who was a 
speculator in lands, and who had been for some 
time, in close conne<ftion with Blount. They 
sent to New- York, apprehended Dk. Romayne, 
and carried him to Philadelphia. — Romayne's let- 
ters and his deposition before the CoiTimittee I 
shall now insert at length; as also the letters of 
Blount to Rdmayne, together W4th those of 
Chisholm, and the deposition of Davy, which 
with the letters of Mh. Pickering, Mr. Liston, 
and Lord Guenville, will be found to form ^ 
complete history of the whole affair. 



^ 
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Philadelphia^ Feb. 9/*, 1797. 
Dear Sir, 

I persevere in my determination respefting a certain busi^ 
ness a$ expressed to you at New-York — I am without the 
expefbed letter from you. If you have any thing worth 
comiuunicating comes to your knowledge, I beg the favour 
to receive it as early as possible, and am with the sincerest 
esteem, 

Wm. BLOUNT. 
Do6k. Romayne, 

New-York. 
(Free) Wm. Blount. 

NeW'Yorky Feb. loM, 1797. 
My dear Sir, 

I should have written you before, but X have not been 
able to learn till lately that nothing has come from Mr. King 
to any persons in this city. I now know that to be the case. 

Our news from Europe you have in the public papers. 
You see with what earnestness the British loan hcfj filled, 
and you see with what boldness Bonaparte fights. There are 
no omens of peace. The Direftory agree to the tfehns^of 
composition, yet they do not mean to give up Flanders and 
the parts of Germany south of the Rhine which are now in- 
corporated with the Republic one and indivisible. They can 
only mean to give up some of the conquests in Italy. These 
terms will not suit the British as yet, and I am fully persuaded 
that the war will go on, with increasing violence, for it will 
become more and more national. I have reflected much, 
since you left me, respeSing our plans to the southward, and 
the more I think on them the more important they appear to 
me in their consequences. The packet sails on Tuesday, 
and I shall begin to write this evening fully on the suhjeft,' 
given assurance that ^t friend we contemplate will go over in 
May. 1 am sure of success from a variety of circumstances, 
and am sure I am not too sanguine. 

I am really anxious to go on to Philadelphia to see you for 
a few days, but I am detained here. The man from whom 
I had to receive 1200 dollars the 20th of this month has failed, 
I have sureties, but they will npt pay witho^t being sued, 
and the question is whether I must not give tipie. I have 
nearly the like sum due the ist of March, which I must also 
endeavour to secure, for I know I shall not obtain paymenr. 

VOL. IX. L • ' To 
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To add to my disappointments, I shall lose 150I. for houses ^ 
rent from the misfortunes of my tenants. 

I trust and hope you are of the same mind you were here 
about going to the. eastward. I am coUe£tmg all the fa6ts 1 
cab to furnish you, and you will no doubt de die same. Pray 
let me hear from you soon. 

I am, with perfeS consideration, 
Your assured friend, 

NICs- ROMAYNE. 
The Hon. Wm. Blount, Esq. 
Senator of the United States, 
Philadelphia^ 

New-York, March 3^, 1797. 

I have only this moment, my dear friend, received your let- 
ters of the 9th and 1 6th ult. and I am to censure myself very 
much iox not having called at the post-office before. 

I am happy you continue in your sentiments on a Cfrtain 
ppint. You may be assured it is every thing to you and me. 
With respedl to peace, be assured it is very distant notwith- 
standing what is wd, it is impossible under present circum 
stancefany accommodation can take place or peace continue 
for nif& months. 

There ^re letters here from Mr. Monroe.— His opinion i» 
th^t of peace, but [ know it is founded on a supposition that 
England must yield in every point to France.-*^Thcre are 
letters from Mr. K. — he writes with caution. n— The only 
thing he says is that the minister's mode for a loan is not 
popular, but the result shews that Mr. Pitt has gained his 
obje<ft. 

With respeft to myself, I am preparing all my businew %& 
follow you. — We are here very much perplexed in movtcf 
matters. The one note I mentioned to you is already pi*o-~ 
tested, and I hav6 another due to-morrow which will also bo 
protested. — By given time they will be secured to me.— ^ 
Pray let me hear from you by return of post and what 

•time you will set out for when you leave Philada. &c.^-r 

Present me to your lady and family, and be assured of th© 
sentunents of esteem with which 1 have the honour to be^ 
Your oblig'd servant and friend, 

NICs. ROMAYNE. ^ 
The Hon. Wm. Blount, Esq. 

Senate of the United States, ; 

Philadelpbia. 

Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia^ Twidaf^ March j thy 1797* 
Dear Sir< 
1 have before -told you that I persisted in the_ plan of going^ 
to London and I now repeac ii to you, but from what part of 
America I will take my passage is uncertain and 1 fear it will 
not be convenient to take it trom New- York, hence seems 
to me to arise a necessity that I should s^e you before' my de« ' 
parture from this place. Can't you come here on the last of 
this week and spend a few days when and where you and 
myself can talk things over once more. — I shall expe£t your 
answer as early us may be. — With the sincerest esteem, 

* Your friend, 

Wm. BLOUNTJ 

Free Wm. Blount. 
Doct. Romayne^ 
New- York; 

New-York, Mar eh 8/*, 1797'. 
My dear Sir, 

I have acknowledged your favours of February, last week ; 
since that time I have not had the pleasure of a line from you 
respecting your future operations. — The last letters froni 
Holland speak of peace as out of the question, aind thait thero 
will surdy be another campaign. — I do not find that the death 
of the Empress of Russiai will have much effect on the pre- 
tent politicks of Europe. — The same ministers will be con- 
tinued, and if the new Emperor will not meddle with state 
afiairs his life will be continued to him — ^otherwise he will 
be destroyed and his wifie will reign. — Indeed from late ac* 
counts it IS Suspefied that some revolutionary movements ar«' 
to be apprehended. — Ther£ is a very high aristocracy in 
Russia, and they will with much difficulty submit to the 
tontroui of a sovereign. — The B^ars it seems prefer to b« 
govenied by a woman ^ 

I do not hear any thing from England — a packet is hourljf 
expelled with the January mail. — I shall write you if any 
thing occurs. . ^ 

1 have read Mr. Adanoi's Speech— I expeA the greatest 
part of his administration will consist of Speeches and ora- 
tions — I fear much that on Saturday commenced an »ra not 
very propitious to our country. — The most tliat can be ex- 
pedfd frosa Mr. Adams will be a negative Magiarate. But 

L 2 it 
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it appears as if he does not mean to give any tohe to the 
government^ but to be led by the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives. — 

Money is very scarce here indeed, and it is said there are 
very great sacrifices of all kinds of property making every day, 
at auction at the Coffee-house. — Mr. Macomb has purchased 
some North Carolina lands here at 10 cents per acre, said to 
be of a good quality. Pennsylvania lands are offered here at 
J of a dollar, said to be good lands. — R. Morris's notes are 
at is. in iheL. — I have much reason to suppose, that these 
matters will not mend, as hills on London are rising and our 
commercc'getting more and more embarrassed. — I wish your 
opinion respefting the value of Morris's notes, and respefl:- 
ing lands for a friend of mine here. 

I am, with perfeft consideration, 
very entirely yours, 

NICs. ROMAYNE. 
The Hon. Wm. Blount, Esq. 
Philadelphia. 

New-York^ March ^th^ 1797- 
My dear Sir, 

I have just received your favour of the 7th instant and am 
extremely sorry that my sister's indisposition will prevent me 
from going on to Philadelphia at the time you have s^ointed. 

Your voyage will be very interesting 10 us bbth, and of 
the highest consequence to certain operations. I have there- 
fore thought much about the most eligible mode for you to go. 
I have concluded in my own mind it would be best to em- 
bark for Amsterdam or Hamburgh — and for a guinea you can 
always be landed in the channel by fishing boats who are in 
great numbers on the coast. In this way all — will be done 
away — ^you can go very privately from this or Philadelphia, 
and you will have a much better choice of shipping. At 
any rate you must not go from the southward in a vessel 
with naval stores — you will be subjedl to too many chances 
of. capture. 

Another consideratibn of moment is, that I wish you to 
see answers to the letters I have written, because there may 
be some disposition to be made in consequence of them. Let 
ine know wlieh you leave Philadelphia, and if you goto 
-Washington or Knoxville — It surely will be convenient for 
^ou to go from the northward and I hope your arrangements 
r will 
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ir 111 enable you to set out the beginning of May. — My opi- 
lion is much for your goin^ from this or Philadelphia as I 

^rstsLve mentioned. I shall enquire respe^ing shipping and 

S^ive you information in n^y next. 

Yours afibiSionately, 

NlCs. ROMAYNE. 
J. he Hon. Wm. Blount, Esq* 
Philadelphia. 

Philadelphiay Saturday y March luhy 1797. 

Dear Sir, 

Yesterday I received your letter of the 8th, and to-day that 
^irf the 9th instant. I regret that I could not have had the 
pleasure oi seeing you at this place before my departure for 
^he southward, which will now be in a few days, and parti^^ 
^rularly the cause which has prevented your coming. Yet I 
l>eg you to continue to address such letters as you shall write 
Kne on or before the 23d March to this place, as to that day they 
"%vill reach me free of postage and I shall dire<£l the postmaster 
liow to forward them to me, and before that day I will advise 
liow to address me after that time. My business at present to 
the southward is such that 1 cannot give more panicular in- 
strudions to you at this time. 1 shall certainly attempt to 
carry our plaii into execution and shall see you at New- York 
or some othdV convenient place before my departure for Eu- 
rope early in May. Mrs. Blount is so impoitunate to go to 
Knoxville this spring that I have not yet been able to say 1 
am not going diere with her, hence perhaps you may bear 1 
am gone to Tennessee, but hear what you will rest assured I 
am steady and determined to our purposes. Pray let me hear 
from you often and on my part I promise to you to keep you 
well advised of my movements. In the mean time be assured 
that I am with very sincere esteem, 

Your obedient servant, 

W.B. 
Doctor Romayne. 

New-Yerky March iithy 1797. 
My dear Sir, 
I regret very much indeed that I have not had it in my 
power to go on to Philadelphia to meet you as I so sincerely 

L 3 wish— 
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wish — but I must cominunicate my sentiments as they 
pccur. 

. You know my ^ntimentG are rhit no peace can tajke place 
in Europe for some years, certainly not this century, at least 
such is my opinion — I am sure 1 cannot be wrong ihat peace 
is not at hand. You are therefore to consider if the obje£l we 
have proposed is^not of greater moment the more it is con- 
sidered. 

I have mentioned to you in my last letter my wishes that 
you should go in an Amsterdam or a Hamburgh vessel, even 
in one bound to France if she g<ies up chaimel, in preference to 
^ny other mode. I have made the necessary enquiries, and I 
am told theie will be good ships going from this in May — - 
though none are specified — You will be at no loss frpra this 
port. 

I must C9mmunicate to you two sentiments which are 
Wrongly impressed on my mind. The one is, that you b^ 
pot seen or known in any commercial or land speculatjpa 

in for it will be of immense dijiadvantage if knpwn in re- 

$pe£t to yoyr other business as long as tliat is pending-r— if 
you have any views that way let it gp through your brothen; 
to Cap. Laurence who is known to them and is a good m^n^ 
or Mr. Mullitt ; this I wish to impress very fnuch on your 
piind — the second is, that I have reason to believe there is a 
(personal dislike in Mr. King towards you and I think it absor 
lutely necessary that the objefts we coniem})late be kept frgpi 
him — Upon this head then we are to be prepared and armej 
and T shall throw sentiments of that kind i^n all my letters 
to keep the business from King, and to anticipate his con- 
fin€t. . 

This is all that occurs to pie now — As you know my opi- 
fijons respecting the continuance pf the war, you must knoiy 
what are the prospect of things in the Uni:cd States — I think 
j^ey wi)l not l^e very flattering — You who afe at the head of 
things rnust have a great opportunity of knowing how things 
will be. Let me hear fiom you soouT-for 1 am very anxiou^ 
to know your future deiei ruination as it must very muct^ 
govern mine. 

Yours aflfcctiopately, 
NlCs. ROMAYNE, 

The Hon. Wm. Blount, Esq. 
Senate of tlic United States^ 
Philadelphia. 
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Nrw^York^ MmtcK i^th^ 1797. 
My x(£Ar S1R9 

I ha?e this da]^ received your letter of the nth instant* 
I do not know that I shall write you after the 93d on th« 
subjedts we contemplate because the utmost caution is nev:c»« 
sary for as both to observe. The great point is now decided, 
and wiU corroborate the opinions I gave you that the war 
will go on, and you may depend it will tor some years with a 
degree of acrimony and horror not to be describe. This 
then is fixing one point in this state of things ; if you and I 
can benefit ourselves, and b^ at the same tinje of service tq 
our fellow creatures we ought to 4o it. 

1 find that Hamilton and our politicians here are very 
averse to the French being in our neighbourhoocl and are 
tqualiy so that there should be any change 1 am very cautious 
and circumspedt, but I get all the opinions I can. . In our 
business we t^iU h^ve nothing but enemies here — therefore 
the utmost reserve is required. I shall give out that I mean 
to visit some of the states and dicn to sit down and pi^6tice 
physic hefe-T^l think that will kill all sospiciem aboiit my be- 
mg engaged in anv political matters. In my labt letter 1 gave 
you some ideas of King and of not being seen in any business 
m a ( ertain place, so as to appear a pure dignified political 
charadter — let me know it these letters have reached — I never 
was so confident of success in my Hie in tlit« success ot any 
business as I am in this of our contempl^ion, 

I wish to impress on your min4 very much the idea of sc^r 
crecy in our business and not to confide in any one, for it may 
be OT material disadvantage to i^s. This perhaps may be of 
moment for you to consider. That every ineans should be 
«8cd in the Teiinessee, Kentucky, &c. to give every assur- 
ance that a certain country ^s certainly ceded to France* 
That of course all property in these countries will be of no 
value as it will be in a neighbourhood of a hostile and warlike 
people who will favour the liberation of all the slaves. As 
landed property must fall in these U. S. it is well to give it 
this turn among the western people, it will be well to say 
that die mouth and navigation ot a certain river will be shut 
against all Aniencans. It might answer to get some meet- 
ings of the people to instrudt Congress against the French 
getting the Spanish cession, &c You may inflame the 
minds of the people in a certain way so as not to let out any 
o^ our plan, and yei put things in such a situation as will 
make our plan when it takes place appear as a salvation of 

L 4 the 
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the people or as Common Sense was in 1776, for ground 
must be prepared before seed will bear properly — all the fer- 
mentation you can makfe to the southward, respecting the 
change of possession, &c. the better — ^when it is in your 
hands it will be well done. With respeft to the U. S. we 
are to be pissed upon and degraded or I am deceived. 

If any new ideas should occur I will write to you again--!- 
in the mean time we have no time to lose — You must posi- 
tively be all expedition, 1 aiil fearful you will hardly have time 
to visit the Tennessee and yet it may be very necessary. 

Adieu, God bless you and preserve you wherever you be. 

Your affeSionate friendi 

NICs. ROMAYNE. 

What would you think of my writing certain pieces for 
the Knoxville gazette, &c. 

Bum or destroy my letters. 

The Hon. Wm. Blount, Esq. 
Senate of the United States, 
Philadelphia, 

iiojunio^ 1797* 
Mui senor mio, 

For qualquiera accident^ que sea que la carta incluida fui 
descubierta, lo cierto es que debo p. enviarla a v. m. ypor 
Ventura, sea un eslabon de la cadena execrabile conque los 
enemigos callados de nuestra patria esparaban a deshonrarla. 

Diome esta carta un amigo de mi, y de mi patria^ en 
cuyas manos echaba por acaso, y porque sospechaba a essa 
carta de cstar el descubrimiento dp una especulacion de ti^rra^ 
conservola para si, sin rclacion a las r^zones de estado. 

B. L. M. deV.M. 

El ENEMICO ETERNO DE CADA 
INFLUENCIA ESTRANGERA. 

N. B. Escribo con el Espafiol, aunque incorreftemente, 
porque es njui incognito, y en razon de que soi rodeado de 
los otros. 

Sr. Don Tr Pickering. 

Sir, 
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I 

(translation.) 

nth June^ 1797. 
Sir, 
By whatever accident the inclosed was discovered, it is 
certain that I should send it to you. Perhaps it may be a link 
of the execrable chain, with which the secret enemies of our 
country hope to dishonour it. 

A friend of mine, and of my country, gave me this letter. 
It came to his hands by accident, and as he suspefted that it 
was the discovery of a land speculation, he preserved it for 
himself, without regard to reasons of state. 

Your most obedient servant. 

An eternel enemy to every 
foreign influence. 

N. B. I write in the Spanish language, though incorre£lIy, 
because it is not much understood, and I am surrounded by 
other persons. 

Timotliy Pickering, Esq. 

NeW'Yorky March iph, 1797. 
My DEAR Sir, 

Yesterday I acknowledged your last favour that came to 
hand, and gave you some ideas respedling impressing certain 
fadks on the minds of the western people. I can only repeat 
to you, that it might be well in you to advocate the Spa- 
niards holding their present possessions as most advantageous 
to the western people, and committees or meetings ought to 
be held to request Congress to take the business in hand and 
remonstrate against the French getting possession. 

1 readily see that as the French are a military and not a 
commercial people, that if they do get possession they will 
oblige the western people to come into all their measures and 
caprices, or they will shut up the navigation — they will sow 
discord among the people, and the value of lands and all pro* 
perty will be greaily reduced. 

These fa£ls and probabilities may be enlarged upon in such 
manner as will best suit out' purposes. 

The time is fast approaching in which something must be 
absolutely done. We have not more than six weeks time. 1 
have spoken to my sister about my visiting Europe — as yet 

she 
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she will not consent, but if you can't go, and you think that 
you are immediately necessary to make arrangements in the 
Tennessee, &'c. then I will endeavour to go myself, if you 
can't. I know that you will be more important in Europe 
tlwin 1-^so you i^re here — for I must be a nullity till you re- 
turn* In the mean time think what will be necessary, act for 
th^ best and let me hear fuom you early on this last subject-^ 
At any event we must meet the beginning of May,, and thea 
delermine-^Keep yourself prepared to go and I will do the 
s^me, 

Your alFefUonate friei),d«^ 
The Honble 

William Blount, Esq, 

Senate of the United States, 
Philadelphia. 

Phelidelfhiay I'jtA AfarcA ij^*j. 
Sir,' 
On a further investigation of my business — after your de-^ 
parture from here— -rit is insisted on my going to urope in« 
stantly — therefore 1 saile tomorrow at 9 oclock-^I shall ex - 
pedl to see you verry soone — Every thing promises fair— ^ 
Dpnt faill come SQone. 

JOHN CHISHOLM. 
The Honorable 

William Hount 

Baltimore if he is left 

Baltimer to be forward 
tQ Alexandria Virgin. 

Philadelphia March i^k. 1797, 
Dear Jack, 

I now. tell you in Earnest that at pine oclock tomorrow I 
go on Boord the Ship favorite & saile for Oid.JEnglaTid — ^ 
Rcgc6ed by the u S — I now steere for forein Climes — I wish 
vou well nmu bencerciy — and Dnm all the rest I pray — 
t)am'C: DH & S D— B H— The honarable S: Cr W— 
the lobs ot on is ihc choice of 20 and the gaines — of 2 — to be 
plaine Jack — I v^ili conqcr or be Damd Let me be serious 
to you pr. fear I may neaver see you permit me to tell you 
that iVom n-y hart & soule I cencerely wish you well — Sc, 
EiLver shall Esteem you for your Cdndudl whills m PMadd^- 

phiai-- 
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phiai-^Whcr honesty and vertue — is no ^ecomendation*^! 
am Determined to Dey or — (—after I arrive in Urope I wiil 
write you — My Iqyc tp Dayeson Lovely and old Mrs. Milr- 
ler_farewel JOHNCmSHOUJ, 

CoUonel John Mekee, 

Teleco blockhouse 
State of Tennessey 
Yia Knoxville Post 

Deer Rogers — I am gone to England you Ki^o for what — f 
give love to all my Indian friends — hold yourself Ready Keep 
/every thing secret 6c keep up there spirits— I go toinorrow. — 
Let Sligins and Greeson kno what they may expecft and that 
they see me Quick after my Return—- My Iricnd Keep your 
secret ^nd mine. 

Pheladelphia 

17th March 1797. JOHN CHISIJOi^M. 

Capn John Rogers in the Cherokee 
nation Big Creek — To the 
care of Ignatjous Chisholm 
ICnoxville 

NeW'Yorky March ai, 1797. 
My dear Friend, 
I have not been in tcjwn for some days past to see if there 
be any letters in the post-office for me from you — but I shall 
see to-day — I have hinted to you in my last that I would go 
myself upon the business we contemplate, if it met your ap- 
probation and you should think it most proper, my determina- 
tion has been founded upon the necessity of a person going 
soon to set out certainly the beginning of May — and I did not 
)cnow that you would be fully in readiness — 3, second reason 
is that I am sure that our plans will succeed and that there will 
be no need of great talents in the business — confidence is all-^ 
a third reason is that you may he advantageously engaged in 
this couptiy in my ahsenjLe, whereas if 1 remain 1 can do no- 
thing — I have an opinion that your presence here is essential 
to our business — all this business is however submitted to you 
and you must let me know your mind soon — The great 
qujcstion is, whether we should have a meeting before you set 
out from Philadelphia or after your return from the Tennes- 
see — 1 would prefer the latter because you will know better 

how 
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how the land lies — you are however to judge upon Ac 
subie£t. 

From the last accounts from Europe England will hard 
run — she must make great exertions to save Portugal. 

I shall make every arrangement in my afFairs to set out 
from this as early as possible. 

Yours aflFeSionately, 

NlCs. ROMAYNE. 

The Hon'ble WillFam Blount Esq. 

Senate of the United States, Philadelphia. 

New-York, March 22dy 1797. 
My dear Sir, 

Least the letter I sent on yesterday should miscarry, I send 
you this as a duplicate — I do not know that any thing can oc- 
cur that will make it requisite for me to write you again be- 
fore I have pleasure of seeing you. 

I stated to you in my two last letters, that if it met your 
approbation I should have no objeftion to cross the water 
myself — It is necessary some one should go on the business 
soon and I suppose you will not be in rcadinesF — I now be- 
lieve talents will not be wanting, a person of confidence is all 
that will be required — I think therefore if I go, you can be 
very usefully engaged here in my absence, while nothing can 
be done by me — The only difl&cuity that occurs is my sister — 
We must therefore be both in readiness, the one to go if the 
other can't — and I hope to see you here the last of April with 
certainty. 

'J^hereare dispatches arrived here from Mr. Pinckney at Paris 
and they are gone on to the new President — It is supposed 
here that Congress will be immediately called, and that it is 
probable an embargo will be laid, and a new minister sent to 
rrancc — at least an Envoy Extraordinary — I am therefore 
the more anxious about our arrangements, lest the embargo 
should be laid and the season lost to us — Your presence here 
dierefore about the last of April will be highly necessary. 

The news from Europe shew with certainty that the war 
will continue and perhaps with more acrimony than ever — 
England I am persuaded will be hard run, but if she aSs 
with boldness and firmness, she will gain I am fully per- 
suaded the day. 

We have no news here of moment — Our Legislature is 
adjourned — All people are hard run for money — Your friend 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burr has returned to the law and now pra6tis^ in our 
courts — ^thcrc will be great and wonderful changes in the cir- 
cumstances of people here in the course of three or four years 
— Our merchants are under very serious alarms on account 
of the French cruisers — Our commerce if unprotefted will 
be very much diminished and yet it is hard to say it can bo 
done — I hope this letter will yet find you in Philadelphia and 
that I may have your ideas about my visiting Europe — If you 
think It will be best I will make every preparation and every 
exertion — And as the time is very short — I am anxious for 
your sentiments — Pray therefore write me as soon as you 
can. 

I am in great truth. 

Sincerely y'rs, 

NICs. ROMAYNE. 

I have suggested to you in my letter of yesterday our meet- 
ing before you went to the Tennessee, but I have expressed 
a wish that it- may be after, as you may survey things and 
know matters better than you can at present. 

The Hon'ble William Blouul, Esq. 

Senate of the United States, 

Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia^ iWi Aprily 1797. 

I am much indebted to you, Sir, for your friendly letter 
of the 14th of this month, enclosing one trom Mr. Pulteney 
whose good opinion gives me high satisfaftion. (That letter 
is now returned. ) 

Taking it for granted that I understand to what business 
you allude, I jcould wish to have a full explanation of your 
sentiments on the subjcft — it may be done 1 think in writing. 
— You may depend on secrecy and discretion on my part. 

The general sketch of what has taken place here ^s that a 
person came to me to make certain important propositions 
of enterprise, to which I listened, but said I had no power 
to aft. 

He appeared to me determined and aftive, though illiterate 
and unfit to assuiye command. 

He urged to have my consent to go to Europe, to tell his 
own story, to which I consented, (though with some hcii* 
tation) nor thinking myself authorized to give a positive re- 
fusal. 

It 
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It strikes we that if a personl of confidence, witH pVdpicr 
authority from hoine, were to aceocnpany him to the acend 
of aflion something might posiibly be effected. 

Information of every sort will be gratefully received. 

N. B. I have no intention of sending my Secretary any 
Vhere. 

Believe me^ with great truth arid regard, Sir, 

Yofur most obedient, humble servant, 
ROBERT LISTON. 
t)r. Romayne. 

NeW'Yorky May 12, 1797. 
My DfEAR Sir,' 
I have received your favour from Petersburg — I have se- 
rious thoughts of going to Europe the middle of the ensuing 
week, but I think it will be of momerit for iiie to see you — 1 
riiink-we may rneet at Eliz. Town — You can come on — fix 
your time aftd I will rneet you— After the President's speech 
very little will be done for sonpe days — Write me imrficdiately 
"tvhat had best be done. 

Yotirs sincerdy, 

NlCs. ROMAYNE. 

I haVe Wo letters froth Sir W. Pultcney on the sobjedl of 
our business, but there is nothing decisive. 

The Hon'ble William Blount, Esq. 

Senate of the United States, 

Philadelphia. 

New-York^ May 13M, 1797. 
My DEAR Sir, 

I wrote you yesterday acquainting you of my wishes tha'f 
ive should nave an interview at Eliz. Town— But upon re- ' 
flecSion I think it would gi/e room to a variety of false coo-' 
jedlures and therefore you had best come on dire6tly to New- 
York — 1 informed^ Mr. Jarvis who is among the inquisitive 
ones that I conceived you had vsome business with Mr. Vauder 
Hewitt and might probably be in New- York. 

There is a nnc ship called the Chesapeak which will sail 
for Bristol about the middle of the ensuing week, at least her 
sails ar6 bent and she is nearly loaded— if 1 am to visit Europe 
I had belter go in her. 

There 



There is sortie probability that I may be in France — I will 
th^nk you to procure for me some good letters from Mr. Jef- 
ferson and others. I have spoken to Col. Burr about a 
land scheme beiween you and me, and have requested his at- 
tention in getting letters for me — Your coining to this place 
will ensure this business. There are circumstances which 
will prevent my visiting Philadelpnia were I so inchned, hut 
you may easily conceive how my time is taken up in prepar- 
ing for my voyage — I am very earnest to see you, and it" I aiii 
to sail — there is no time to be lose— I shall get myself in rea- 
diness to go in twenty-four hours notice. 

Yours affcSionately, 
NICs.ROMAYNE. 

The Hon^ble William Blount, Esq. 

Senate of the United States, 

Philadelphia. 

New-York, May 2^i ^19T* 
Dear Sir, 

The ship in which I intended to have sailed for Europe 
left this on Friday. I momentlv expedted to hear from you. 

I have infoimcd you that 1 have rcc'd two letters on the 
^ubjed of the business, written to you, and by the Packet I 
expect further information — This and the expeftation of see- 
ing you retains me here — 

1 have it not in my power to visit the seat of Congress, 
and I must therefore expect the pleasure of seeing you here 
where we can meet more privately than at any other place — 
A variety of conje6lures may take place if we meet in Jer- 
sey — Let me have the pleaijure of hearing from you as soon 
as you arrive, and your sentiments on the subjedt of our 
meetingi 

I am with much sincerity, 
AiFe6t'y yours, 

NICs.ROMAYXE. 

The Mon'ble William Blount, Esq. 
Senate oF the United States* 
Philadelphia. 
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Philadelpkiai Monday^ May 29, 1797; 

My dear Sir, 

I acknowledge the receipt of your several letters to which 
I will reply to-morrow — I beg you to attribute my omission 
in answering sooner to any thing but the want of respect 01: 
esteem for you both of which I have cherished from our 
earliest acquaintance and shall never part with but widi ex- 
treme pain. 

Wm. BLOUNT. 

Doct. Romayne, NeWf'York. 

\'Philadelphiay May 31, 1797. 
Dear Sir, V 

I can'i come to New- York to see you and I much want to 
see you. Can't you come to this place to see me, I beg the 
favour of you to do so — Asd if you can come I wish you 
would t:ome this week — To see each other face to face it 
would be best and to a man of your abilities and observation 
a journey to this place cannot be lost — 

I am, dear Sir, with the sincerest esteem, 

Wm. BLOUNT. 
Doct. Romayne, New- York. 

New-York^ June 2^, 1797. 
My dear Sir, 

1 have received your two letters, and I must take it into 
consideration the visit to Philadelphia. 

The late packet which is arrived has brought me no letters 
which surprizes nu2 much — The affairs of Europe are indeed 
such that the great ones are mostly occupied respecting mat- 
ters which are pressing upon them — I do not know what to 
think respecting peace, but it appears to me that England will 
be more eager to obtain it now than when I left Europe-^but 
I have no idea thata peacfe will be permanent — The parties 
will only res])ire and begin again — At this time I consider our 
prospects more uncertain than I did. I had penned some sen- 
timents to be sent to you in case I should leave this before the 
meeting of Congress — I wish you had them, but I dare not 
trust them out ot my hands. 

Should 
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Should however the war continue in Europe it will be im- 
possible for this country to escape being parties in it. 

Yours respedtfuUy, 

NICs.ROMAYNE. 
Th6 Hon'ble William Blount, Esq, 
Senate of the United States^ 
Philadelphia. 

New-York^ Julf 2j 1797. 
My Dear Sir, 

I have been confined to my room for a fortnight past with 
St. Anthony's fire in one of my feet, and though I am now 
nearly recovered yet the warm weather deters me from under- 
taking a journey to Philad. though I am extremely anxious to 
see you. 

I think mvself very fortunate that I did not go to Europe 
this spring — 1 am much disposed to think the business is over 
now — Whether France will make a peace with England this 
season I have my doubts, and that nation if the war conti- 
nues will not be able to shew much exertion under the present 
load of accunrulated debt — What is to be the fate of our 
country is very uncertain, but I have my fears that if die war 
continues France will be very unpleasant to us. 

I presume it is now understood that Louisiana is to have a 
new master — how will the change be liked by the settlements 
in the Tennessee and the Ohio ? You know I had some 
thoughts when I could command a little money to invest it in 
lands in that quarter, but Lnow hesitate very much on that 
subject. 

Though a peace may take place between England and 

Note. The preceding was found among the Papers of Nicholas 
Romayne, and acknowledged hy him to be an wifinisbed Letter to Wm, 
Blount. — Vide Capt. Eaton s Report. 

A post upon Hosage river a branch of the Missouri about 
100 leagues irom the mouth of the Missouri — established as a 
trading post. This post was contemplated in the winter 
1794, and may or may not be established. It is reported 
Hosage Indians are at war with the Spaniards. 

Petit Coat a post 8 or 9 miles up the Missouri with a small 
garrison say a militia subaltern's command. The circum- 
jacent militia are about 80. 

VOL. IX. M St. 
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St. Lo\i!S 15 miks below the mauth of the Miasduriupon 
[the bank of the Missii>ippi situate upon a n^k a serjeant ani 
12.- — Here tlie Commander with the rank of captam resides, 
cirjacent miliEia about 300, 

St* Janevicr 65 miles below St. Louis no soldiers in lieu 
militia about t8o — This post is commantled by a captain 
of militia — At this place is a regular cjiiadrangular stockade 
capable of being defended by 400 jnen.but no cannon 
mourned. 

New Madrid commanded by Col. Lusarc with the rank of 
Commandant of Upper Louisiana, 

Indorsed — Judge Turner^ Minwr, cf F&rce^ ftfr. 

• 

Drppsitkn of D&^qf Nkhdas Romayne^ aged Tkhty-nim 
Years and upwtirds ; taken before the Committee of the 
House if Ri'preunUitives^ appointed to prepare and report 
Articles of Impeachment agaimt PF^iiHam Blount, a Sena* 
i&r. of the United States^ impeached by the said House ^f 
High Crimes and A4isdcmeanors^ on the i%th^ lyth^ 181//, 
19M and '20th Days qf July^ 1797, 

Dr. NICHOLAS ROMAYNE, being sworn on the 
Holy Evangelist of Alniighty God^ doth depose and 
say : 

THAT he had been acqiraintcd with William Blount 
since the jnear 17 82, when he first came to this city, as a 
member of Congicss. Same time afier, he had occasioD to 
correspond with himj rcapeiting some property belonging 
to the deponent in North- Carolina. Upon that and various 
odier subjects J the corre.sporfdence between them had con- 
tinued till ^eiy late! v. While Mr. Blount was governor of 
the territory of the United States south of ihc Ohio, the depo- 
nent was requested byafrjeiid, to %vri[e £0 him, and to pro- 
pose the solution of cercaia quc^rics respecting the military 
lands on Cumberland, in that territory, for the purchase of 
which, it was conrempf;ned to ioim a Join pan y, ;md to pro- 
pose to Mr. Blount to bernme a party. This pruposidon 
was accordingly triade* tn him* Mn Blount's answer to 
thes e q tier ie s a nd pro p ^ i t i o n s, was c o mm un lea ted hy Cap- 
tain Chishohn, at that time an entire stranger to the depo-^ 
nent> but whom Mr. Blount recommended as a proper per- 
son to be employed by the company, as a purchasing z gent. 

The 
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nrhoplan, however, was wholly dropt, on account of the 
person who proposed it, goinz to Euiope* Sometime af- 
terwards, the deponent formed a resolution of paying a visit 
to Europe ; which bciiiij known to Mr. Blount, a proposi- 
tion originated between them, that an attempt should be madQ 
there to form a company on the principles, and for the pur*- 
poses formerly mentioned, and to include Governor Blount 
and Captain Chisholm as partners. , This happened previous 
to the lath of July, 1795* on which day the deponent 
mailed for England. An agreement to this e£te£t was mad^ 
and formally executed ; but from motives of delicacy, an4 
apprehensions of tlie fall of lands on account of the political 
events in Europe, no dircdl attempts were* made to carry it 
intoeffed. The deponent, however, left maps and papers 
on die subjedt, with certain persons of consideration, in 
England, and was requested by them, and some others, to 
procure from the state of Tennessee, a law for enabling 
them, as aliens, to hold lands : — These persons contempla- 
ted to purchase lands, as the prfce, circumstances, and their 
own convenience should di(£late : in case of their becoming 
purchasers, it was understootl diat Governor Blount, and 
the deponent, might be interested in the purchases; upon 
terms, however, which were not settled ; and the propriety 
of the purchases was to depend, in a c;reat measure, upon bis 
opinion. On his arrival in this country, he was to keep up 
a correspondence with them, which he has done. 

In Oftober last, the deponent arrived in America. He 
has not been out of the state of New-York since, till he was 
summoned to this place. Soon after his arrival, he wrote to 
Governor Blount, inforiiung him that he had di)ne nothing 
in their land-business, more than has been before mentioned. 
To this letter he never received any answor; but about the 
beginning of February last. Governor Blount came to New- 
York, on business of his own : at least his coming was not 
at the instance, or with the privity of the deponent. Du- 
ring his stay there, he and the deponent frequently met as 
acqu:iir.tan es : liad much political conversation, and fre- 
quently conversc.l on the value of property in the United 
States, particularly landed property. It seemed to be his 
^wsh that the d-jponent should urge his friends in Europe to 
become purchasers of land at that time ; which, however, 
he positively declined, on account of what he considered to 
be die political state of this country. He particularly stated 
to Governor Blount, that the French government was at 
that time very liostile to tha government of the United States ; 

M 2 that 
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that in his opinion there was no probahih'ty that GeneraC 
Pinckney would be received»ai Minister bt die United States ;! 
that this opinion was founded on a knowledge of what ap* 
ptSLVtd to be the system and temper of France, when he came 
from there in July last; that he had much reason to believe 
that Spain had rftade a cession to France, of Louisiana and 
the Floridas ; that the French, posse;ising great powers, had 
great views in all their operations, and that he thought it not 
improbable ihey had in contemplation the acquisition of 
Canada and the whole Western country ; that he and his 
friends might be prepared to think of becoming sans- cu- 
lottes. 

Mr. Blount seemed to be much interested by this conver- 
sation, which was vciy extensive, and which became at 
/length more particularly diredtcd to the state of Tennessee, 
and the manner in which it might be afFedted by these events* 
He said he haJ taken great pains to sectle that state, and to 
render it important ; he spoke of his being concerned in ad- 
ministering the government tTiere, on the subjeft of which 
he said, he had been treated very ill by the President, or some 
of the executive oflBeers of the United States. The con- 
versation indeed became so afFedling to him, that he wept ; 
upon which the subjeft was dropt for that time. His stay at 
New- York was several days ; — rhe was out at the house of 
the deponent one or two nights ; and there were frequent 
conversations on the same subjeft ; in the course of which, 
the deponent expressed his opinion, that under present cir- 
cumstances, the lands in Jfennessee and in the Western coun- 
try, in general, would be of little or no value. A remark 
was made, that in case of a war between the United States 
and France, the situation of the Western country must be 
very disagreeable, and that in such an event, those people^ 
in order to relieve themselves from the calamities which must ' 
appear so threatening, would perhaps be impelled to separate 
from the govcrnirient of the United States. Speaking of the 
Gc-nnessee lamls in the state of New-York, and of some 
sales of them lately made abroad, and comparing them with 
the price of lands in Tennessee, the deponent was led to 
remark, that it was a pity Louisiana also, as well as Canada,, 
could not l)e in tlie hands of the English ; as neighbourhood 
to that government added so much to the value in the sale of 
lands. Mr. Blount replied, that he had no doubt of the just- 
ness of the osbervation : tliat it was indeed to be regretted 
t'lat the British did not possess Louisiana, and that soch an 
event luight very easily be brought about. The deponept 
c^tpre&sed some doubts of thi$ opmion ; having always un- 
derstood 
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ficjrstood tfaatthet)eople in the Western country were much 
attached to France, and unfriaidly to the English, which 
wbuld create great obstacles to such an enterprise.. Gover* 
nor Blount admitted this : but remarked that the Spaoiardt 
were very weak, and would make but feeble resistance iii- 
that country. In consequence of this conversation, he pro- 
posed going to England on this subjqft. The deponent told 
him if he chose to go, he would give him letters to persons 
yrho might introduce him to those in power. He then 
informed the deponent that Captain Chisholm and several 
others had a plan of doing something against some part of 
Florida, about which they had been admitted to some inter- 
views with a person of consequence in Philadelphia. This 
was the first the deponent heard of Chisholm in this busi- 
ness, nor has he ever had any intercourse or communication 
with him relating to it. On his expressing a desire to know 
^he nature and extent of Chisholm 's plan, Governor Blouii^ 
observed, that he did not know it in its full extent himself, 
because Chisholm kept himself very much to himself; but 
he apprehended it to be some plundering party or petty en- 
terprise. The deponent observed, that ne was very sorry for 
this affair of Chisholm, and. observed that it ought to be 
prevented. ^ He also expressed much surprise that the per- 
son of consequence in Philadelphia who had been alluded to, 
should see such a man as Chisholm, on a business of that 
nature, and added that Govenior Blount ought to see that 
person of consequence, and caution him against listening to 
such overtures from persons of ihat description. Mr. Blount 
observed, that he had no acquaintance with that person, as 
he had never waited on him. The deponent then begged 
him to take care that Chisholm should be prevented from 
pressing. his projeft ; he replied, he could command Chisholm 
when near, but could not answer or control him at a dis-. 
tance. 

The conversation then turned, for the first time, to the 
Floridas ; and the deponent observed, that it was matter of 
regret they did not belong to the United Srates ; mentioning 
among otner things, the convenience of having such great 
natural boundaries as the Mississippi, and thegulph of Mex- 
ico : that if he should go to England, he ought to impress 
this idea upon the people in power, and point out to them 
the favourable effedt that their aiding such an event, would 
have on the United States, to whom Florida was of great 
importance, while it coiftd fee of but little value to Eng- 
land. 

M 3 The 
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The deponent remarked, generally, that it 'Oiras underr 
stood and agreed by Mr. Blount and himself, throughout 
the whole of their conversations on this subje<ft, that th^ 
most favourable state of things tor the United States, was 
the possession of Louisiana by Spain; but if it were to 
pass from their hands, it was deemed by them of great 
ittiportance that England should possess it rather than 
France. 

With these general impressions. Governor Blount left 
New- York, that he should consult some persons of impor- 
tance iti Philadelphia, both in the government knd outi'an^ 
learn from them, how far such a projeft might receive their 
approbation or countenance, or be deemed adviseable by 
jthem: that he should also, for the same purpose, sound cer- 
tain persons in Virginia, the frontiers of North Carolina, . 
the state of Tennessee, and generally, throughout the 
Southern states ; and the people in general, in the state of 
Tennessee: that he should particularly attend to those 
persons in the Indian country, and elsewhere, who ha<l 
been engaged in Genet's projedts ; as they were already under 
6peration, they must be managed; and that the deponent 
should forward l6 Philadelphia-, such letters of iqtroduiSiion 
for Governor Blount, to persons in England, as might be 
thought useful. This the deponent engaged to do, and sooA 
after wrote to a gentleman in England, informing him that 
a person of consegiience would sail from this country, some 
lime in May, for England, on a business of this kind. 

After Governor Blount returned to Congress, several let- 
ters passed between him and the deponent, on the same sub- 
jed. In one of them he expressed the necessity of liis stand- 
ing well with the four Southern nations ot Indians, and 
holding his importance among'them. He also, in ihese letters, 
expressed his fears about the conduft of some ^)ersons in this 
country, who had contemplated this business, and might at- 
tempt to execute it in an improper and imprudent manner. 
These considerations united, and some other matters not con- 
hefted with them, induced the deponent to think of sailing 
for England, in the month of May ; before he set out, h« 
expected to receive from Governor Blount full information 
of Ills opinions and the result of his enquiries,— and for that 
purpose requested an interview, that there might be a fuH 
and free conversation on the whole business ; to this he re- 
ceived no answer for some time, but learned from other per- 
iions, that Mr. Blount was in ■ Philadelphia. His negledt m 
this respe6):> made the deponent hesitate, and the late change 
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of circumstances in Europe, made him doubt of riic succei.s 
of the application to the British government, at this time ; 
he bad aUo received some further accouut of the force of the 
Spanjarci^ m that quarter, andisome information said to have 
come from a respet5^able foreigner, who had been in that 
country, that there were in the Sm them and Western [laits 
of the United States, large numbers of men, who, it was 
Jiitely» would aid the French and Spaoiard.Sp These cir- 
cumstances had determined the deponent to abandon this hu- 
sinejs altogeiher, when he received a letter from Mr, Blount, 
expressing his regard for him, and apolagiaing for not writing ; 
and soon after, another, reque^stiug hirn to come to Phila- 
ddphiai to this the deponent did nut consent, and there the 
intercourse on this subjeifl emled, encept that the deponent 
wrote a letter to Mr. Blount, expressing his opinion diat the 
business was ended, to which he never received an answer. 

Mr\ Davys Depmukn, ^H 

On the thirteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety -seven, in pursuance 
of an order of the Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States appointed to prepare and report 
anicles of impeachment against William Blount, a Senator 
of the United States, impeached by the said house of high 
crimes and misdemeanors^ Mr. William Davy, a partner 
cf the mercantile house uf Davy, Roberts and Co* 
of the city of Philadelphia j merchants, appeared l;e- 
fore the said Committee, and a solemn affirmation having" 
been administered to him in due form of law, by Reynola^ 
KeenCj Esquire, one of the associate judges ot the court, 
of Common Pleas of the city of Fhiladelphias and an alder 
man of the said city, did depose and say : 

That, on the twenty-eighth of February last, he char^ 
tered the brig John Henderson, Captain Ephraim Wiiite^ 
of the port of Plii^adelphia ; vvhich wiis loaded by himj aii4 
cleared out for Hamburgh, but .was actually bound, with 
the consent of the owners and underwriters, for London ; 
that she was so cleared for Hamburgh to proted her from 
French cruisers \ and on this account he had resolved to take* 
no passengers, not any letters unless from persons well 
known, and in whom there could be great conhdence ; she 
was not advertised ; but^ as had been h>s practice, the depo 
nem jotormed the Secretary of State and the Brujsh minisr 
of this opportunity, in like manner as, on a former occasion, 
pf seqding a vessel to Spain, he had informed the Spanish. 
M 4 minister, 
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minister. A few days after, Mr. Listen's Secretary, Mr. 
Thornton, called on the deponent, and asked if he would 
permit a special messenger, a confidential person, whom 
tbcy wished to send to England, to go in 'this vessel. The 

^ deponent told Mr. Thornton that, although the vessel 
would be cleared out for Hamburgh, and her papers cany 
that appearance, she certainly vyas intended to proceed for 
London ; that he had determined not to take passengers, and 
feared the vessel might be endangered by having such a per- 
son with dispatches on board. Mr. Thornton .assured, the 
deponent that the messenger was a confidential person, that 
the dispatches with which he would be intrusted were of 
great consequence, that they would be taken great care of, 
and would be leaded in order to be sunk in case of danger of 
capture. Mr. Thornton did not inform the deponent of the 
nature of the dispatches ; but as the deponent thought there 
would be an advantage in intrusting his own private dis- 
patches to so confidential a persorl, he consented to take 
him, and so informed Mr. Thornton, adding, at the same 
time, that he vvould charge die messenger with his own dis- 
patches. A fe^ days after, while the brig was loading, a 
person called on the deponent, and said he was the person 
recommended by Mr. Thornton to go in the brig. He was a 
hardy, lusty, brawny, weather-beaten man, and much re- 
sembled one of the king's messengers formerly seen by the 
deponent, who addressed him as such, but was immediately 
informed he was not the jx:rson. The deponent" conducted 
him from the counting house to the parlour, and offered 
him some refreshment, which he accepted ; and; considering 
him as a person in whom the British minister confided, the 
deponent intrusted him with the secret of the voyage, ai^d 
his intention of committing his private dispatches to his care ; 
the deponent particularly mentioned that, although cleared 
for Hamburgh, the vessel would a<:tually proceed to London ; 
but requested him, however, to be perfectly silent on tliis 
business, which he engaged to attend to. While drinking, 
some porter, he appeared sociable; and, on the deponent's 
^ remarking, that, although he had mistaken his name, he 

• was impressed with an idea of having seen him before, he 
told the deponent, No ; that he was a back-countryman ; 
that he had long lived among the Indians, and xyas with 
them during the last war ; that he was well known to the 
Spaniards ; that his name was captain Chisholm ; that he 
had been an interpreter to the Indians last winter in this city ; 

that 
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Hiat the Spaniards had frequendy Imprisoned and treated htm 
c^rudly in Pensacola ; that they dreaded him, and he hated 
Khem, and was now determined to take his full revenge on 
chem. He added, that his influence with the Indians was 
8ucn that he could do with them as he pleased, that he knew 
^very part of the Mississippi ; that there was no man in Ame- 
:rica who knew the forts and their exact situation so well as 
liiinself, and that he was now going to London to accom- 
iny and conduct a squadron to the attack of Pensacola. 
lie deponent smiled at the idea, and regarded it as a quixot- 
ism, and not the real object of his voyage : — he .said he 
^as serious, and that nothing would be more easily exe- 
ctued ; that the Spaniards had no posts of any consequence 
on the whole of the Misissippi ; that one hundred, or one 
hundred and fifty, a mere handful of men, might destroy 
dxem all. He appeared anxious to give an opinion of his 
own consequence as a Biitish officer. Soon after, he called 
on the deponent, and introduced as his respectable and confi- 
dential friend, Mr. Christian Jacob Huetter, who was to 
accompany him on this expedition, and requested a passage 
for him in the brig. The deponent was then impressed with 
the danger of })ermitting sue h a man as Chisholm to go i'l 
the brig, and stated strongly to Chisholm his fears; he re- 
plied that the deponent need not be afraid, for he was fur- 
nidied with other papers fully sufficient to cover his design : 
he then shewed the deponent a number of letters, un^^eaU i, 
from Mr. Liston to persons in Hamburgh, stating him to 
be a person going there on a land speculation, and one for a 
person in London, who the deponent then su|>j?()sed to be 
either one of the under secretaries of state or IV I r. Liston's 
private agent, calling him, *' the person of whom 1 have 
written to you relative to the land-business." This letter 
was not directed to the person by an official description. 
These, and the strong assurances of care widi his dispatches, 
induced the deponent to consent to their going in the vessel. 
The brig was prevented from sailing on the day first in- 
' tended, but their baggage was put on board, and Sunday 
the 19th of March, was fixed positively for her sailing- 
She had dropped down the river, and the captain had cailevi 
on the deponent and received his dispatches ; the private 
dispatches of the deponent had been delivered by him to 
Chisholm, who he supposed was then on boara ; but the 
/Same evening the deponent was surprised by Dodtor Rogers 
calling on him to enquire for Chisholm, who, he said, was 
still in town. DoStor Rogers wished to ask him some fur- 
ther questions conceming the Welch Indians, of whom 
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Chisholm* he said, knew more rhan any orher person he 
had ever met wfth* The dejionem feh much alarmed at 
this report, of Chisholm's not being on bo^rd, feariog that, 
from some cause or oiJier, the captani had left him bdrind^ 
and with Idm the depontnt's^ private di^patchea* I'he depo- 
sient went immediately to Mr. laston, and informed him of 
these apprehensions. The deponent had, belbrc, given a 
hint to Mr* Thornton ihat Chisholm was a babbler, and 
now mentioned to Mr. Libton every particular^ and thtf pro- 
bability tliere was that he had babbled in the same way to 
others ; that he had shewi^ the deponent Mr. LisTon's let- 
ters j that he had been frequentiy seen with Frenchmen ; that 
he appeared to he either a very weak man^ or to be afiirtg a 
double game* Mn Listen observed, ihat his letters wt^re 
given as a matter of prudence as well in rcladon to the vessel 
as to the dispatches ; bnt he appeared uiieasy and aiarmed at 
the apprehension of tlie deponent that the vessel had gone 
without Chisholm, whose baggage was all on board, and 
he determined to accompany the deponent in search of him 
immediately that night* Mr, Listmi and the deponent ac- 
cordingly went together, and, while Mr- Liston stopped at 
the corner of Second and Arch streets, the deponent weni 
into Lcsher's tavern, where Chish-dni had lodged* Chrs- 
hoim and Huctter were there together, and Chishohn was 
vociferating vehemently amidst a crowd of Frenchmen, 
They were called out of the room at the leoucst of the de- 
ponent, who expressed to thcni hi,s surpnse 10 see thfm there 
after the captain was gone, and told them of his alarm # 
They rephcd, ihat the captain was not gone ; and to con- 
vince him, they would go to the liouse where he bad lived, 
and endeavour to hml him out. The deponent left them and 
returneii to Mr. Listen; told him they were not gone, and 
that they mid the captain had not gone, but that the depq* 
nent did not believe them, and would follow them in search I 
of the captain. — hwas now between ten and eleven o^clock j^ 
Mr, Listen returned to his house, and the deponent followed' 
Chisholm and Huetier ; and after m\6l enquiry, was ^tis- 
hed that ti>€ capiain was iiot gone; and was further inform- 
ed by Chisholm, that the captain had engaged to call for 
them at five o'clock the next morning. The deponent re- 
turned with ihem to Lesher's tavern, told them to wait for 
him and he would sec them again that night laic as it was, 
near twelve o'clock. The deponent then went to Mr. Lis* 
ton, and informed him of his eni^uiries and their result ; and 
at the same time took the hberty to observe that, in the dc 
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ponent's opitiioti, Mr. Listen had employed f^ person, or 
was engaged with one, not entitled to his confidence. Mr, 
Liscon seemed seriously impressed with the deponew's infor- 
malion of the exposure the man had made, and immediately 
wrote a letter to Mr. George Hammond, Under Set retaiy 
of State, which the deponent delivered that night, or about 
one o'clock, to Chislioln^, •and the next morning they went 
out of town. 

The deponent, being interrogated by the coilimittee, ^he- 
jther he knew the contents of the letter to Mr. Hammond, ' 
says, that Mr. Liston put it into his hand^ to read : that the 
purport of it was to inform Mr. Hammond, that he should 
hear farther from him on the subjcft by tlie packet; and 
that, in the mean time, it would be proper to be cautious ; 
the packet was to sail the following week. The terms of 
the letter were ambiguous in themselves ; but connefted by 
a person who tinderstood the subjedl, evidently conveyed ft 
caution against Chisholm. Mr. Liston told the deponent, 
^hat the man, Chisholm, had come forward to him with 
certain propositions, which it was not within his province to 
decide on ; but that he thought himself obliged to refer hrm 
IQ his government, and twenty or thirty guineas for his pas- 
sage was a tpfling expense. 1 he deponent particularly men- 
tioned to Mr. Liston the bawling he had heard Chisholm 
make among the Frenchmen, and of his wearing the natio- 
nal cockade, and alarm it occasioned to the deponent, on ac- 
- count of his vessel and cargo. He replied, that was a cover 
to his designs, and for the purpose of gaining information. 
Soon after the brig sailed, Mr. Liston paid the usual price 
for Chisholm's passage, conformable to Mr. Thornton's 
engagement. Christian Jacob H\ietter paid for his own 
passage. The vessel left the Capes on the first of April, 
and has never been heard of since by the deponent. — Chis- 
holm wrote letters to the deponent from the Caj.es. In the 
first, dated March 23d, he requests the deponent to inform 
Mr. Thornton that *' all is well so far." Under cover of a 
letter which the deponent received from the captain, was an 
open letter from Chisholm directed to William Blount, Se- 
nator in Congress. The deponent was thunderstruck — 
knowing Mr. Blount's chara6ter and politics, to see a let- 
ter to him from a man who pretended to be pursuing such 
a plan as Chisholm's. The deponent read the letter, and 
took it to Mr. Liston. It contained only, in general lenns, 
that all was goiftg on well : that he expetted a long voya^^c, 

and 
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and desired remembrance to his family and friends ; and that ' 
Blount would inform them how he was going on. Mr. 
Liston advised to seal and deliver the letter, which was 
done. 

The deponent declares, that it never occurred to him 
that the United States were either direftly or indireftly con- 
cerned in the progress or conseqi?ences of this projefl ; but 
he considered it jF iwdily projected, which he very much 
doubted — appiehciidiag Chisholm's real objecS): to be some- 
thing very different) as merely a wild enterprise between 
England and Spain, until the late publications on the sub- 
jea. 

Being further interrogated, whether any conversation had 
since passed between him and Mr. Liston, or Mr. 7horu-r 
ton, on this affair, the deponent saith, that about two or 
three weeks ago, Mr. Thornton informed him that they had 
,some suspicions that Chisholmhad not gone in the brig, and 
requested the deponent to find out the pilot, and enquire.— - 
This was before Blount's affair exploded. The deponent 
obtained the information that Chisholm had a£lually gone, 
and communicated it to Mr. Thornton. 

B<;;ing interrogated, whether any conversation had taken 
place between Mr, Liston and him, since the discovery of 
Blount*s business i the deponent answers, — that on the day of 
Mr. Blount's examination in the Senate, the deponent was 
passing by Mr. Bond's house, and was called in by Mr. 
Liston. — After other conversation relative to the papers of a 
captured vessel, Mr. Liston asked the deponent, if he, had 
' informed any body that he, Mr. Liston, had paid Chis- 
liolin's passage ? The dcponem told Mr. Liston, he had not 
»— nor had said any thing else on the subje£V ; but, that he, 
liad stron;^ reason to apprehend, that Chisholm had talked of 
ic himself to several persons. . Mr. Liston said, he couKi 
liot have done his duty it he had not sent him on to his go- 
Ternipcnt, for them to hear and decide on his {^lans, which 
were beyond his powers to adt on. 

WILLIAM DAVY. 

Extras of a Letter from Thomas Davy to JVilUam Davy^ 
dated ** London, September 13, 1797." 

<* The papers you sent roe concerning the business with 
<* which captain Chisholm was commissioned tep our court 

did 
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** did not at all surprise me ; I do not wonder it should have 
** transpired from such hands. He made some vain attempts 
•^ to borrow ca^li fiom me, on the credit of your recom- 
^* menJation ; hcing citj^irous tiiat not the sliglitest recora- 
♦* mendation fiom you should be neglected, 1 sent to Lord 
** Grenville's ofnce tr) bj satisfied of the reality of the story 
** he told me : and rh^'ie found that, though his business was 
•• treated by ih?^ ministers as it deserved, they had not, as he 
** pretendcv] to i;ie, rct.ised him pecuniary assistance, but had 
** absolutely su^<plied him largely ; I mean, in a manner 
** fully adec^uate to his pretensions. In consequence hereof, 
** on my sending him word that itwuuld not suit me to ad- 
** vance him any money, I saw no more of him.*' 



The Deposition of George Lcsher^ aged /fi Yt,ars and upvoardsy 
being duly szvot n before the Committee of the House of Re- 
fresentativcs of the United States^ appointed to prepare and 
report ArticUs of Impeachment against JVilliam Blount^ a 
Senator of the United States, impeached by the said Houstj 
of High Crimes and Misdemeanors — by Reynold Kccne,* one 
of the Aldermen of the City of Philadelphia, on the i^th day 
of July, 1797. 

GEORGE LESHER, being duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith, ihat, for several years he iias kept a tavern in the city 
of Pliiiadclpiiia — that some time late in the last fall, a man, 
called captain Chisholm, came to his house with a [>arty of 
Indians'; that after they went away, he remained, until about 
the first of April, within which time he observed to this de- 
ponent, diat .it would be a fine thing if the Floridas could be 
taken from the Spaniards. 

That there lodped iii ills house, at the same time, a man 
of the name of yucrcer, who, he undcistood, intended to go 
to Hamburgh — thice c'ays bcfoie the vessel was 10 sail, in 
which he was to go, Chishw^u c.\\r>.': to r.ii Jc.xcncnt, in his 
back- room, and taid, he was ^oing tu Lurope, and should 
make his fortune — on the next day, :n the cveiiino^, he c ime 
to him again, and said now he should certainly go, as every 
thing was fixed and the vessel ready — he tolJ to this dcpontnr, 
as a secret, what iiis plan was — that the vessel in which he 
was going, would clear out for Hamburj^h, but would go to 
England, where he should land, and expected to get a com- 
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missioii'*-~ahd that, he should sail from thence with a (icet, td 
t^c^nsacokk^or Louisiana, where he should be joined by a niun* 
bcr of Indian? ; fot he could raik two thousand of them^ by 
firing a cannon. ' 

On the evening before ChisHolm sailed, he Shewed to this 
deponent i packet of papers^ abdut three inches thick, covered 
with lead, and sealed, for England— which he said he should 
throw overboard if taken by the French, and become himself 
a Frenchman. 

On the next morning he went away in the Wilmington 
stage, for Newcastle, at which place the deponent under- 
stood he was to take shipping. 

While Chisholm was at the house of this deponent, he waal 
.arrested by an under-sheriff, as the endorser of a note of four 
hundred dollars, drawn by Governor Blount. For some 
time, he opposed the payment, saying that he did not owe 
the money. However, after much conversation, he weni 
out, attended by the sherifF, and on his return, declared that 
he had paid the four hundred dollars, which he regretted, aS 
he had been forced to sacrifice, at the loss of five or sisi 
dollars in the hundred, a note of five hundred dollars, which 
he had received from Mr. Bond, the British consul. 

GEORGE LESHER. 

Letter from Timothy Pickerings ^sq, to the Comfniiteey dated 

Philadelphia^ July 26^ 1797. 
Gentlemen, 

In a note received from Mr. Harper, I was requested to 
put into writing, for the use of the Committee, the substance 
of my conversation with Mr. Liston, the British minister j 
particularly that part which relates to the correspondence 
with Dr. Romayne. I give it as follows : 

When the Spanish minister, the Chevalier de Yrujo, had 
formally expressed to me hi^ suspicion that an expedition was 
preparing on the Lakes, on the parl^of the Enolish, the ob- 
jeft of which was to attack Upper Louisiana, I mentioned it 
to Mr. Liston. He instantly answered, that he had no 
kno^yledge of any such preparations. I remarked, that to 
me the projeft suggested did not bear the resemblance of 
probability : that very great embarrassment? must be en* 
countered in transporting troops, cannon, stores and provi- 
sions, fronoL Canada to the Missisippi : and besides, that the 

British 
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j^ritish had not in that country a forcie that Was adequate to 
the execution of such a plan. 

At a subsequent period, I am incfined to think It was in 
the latter part of April, after the Spanish minister had repeat- 
ed his suspicion of an expedition intended from Canada 
against Upper Louisiana, and which I again mentioned to 
Mn Liston, the latter again said that he had no Jcnowledge 
of such a design. But he added, that a proposal had been 
made to him of an expedition to the southward, against the 
Spanish possessions : but which he had na power to autho- 
rize, And as to General Clarke of Georgia, to whom the 
Spanish minister said he certainly knew that propositions had 
been made by the British relative to an attack on the Floridas, 
lie (Mr. Liston) did not recolle6l ever to have heard of th^ 
man ; and certainly ihat he had no knowledge of any such 
propositions. 

Mr. Liston has informed me, that when he objected to the 
projedl of an expedition against the Spanish territories at the 
southward, because on the plan of the projector It could not 
be attempted without violating the neutral rights of the United 
States, the projector answered, that the men going from the 
United Stares would march unarmed ; and not take arm9»until 
they should be within the Spanish territory. When he told 
the projedlor that he (Mr. Liston) had no authority to insti- 
tute such an expedition, he asked if the Governor or General 
commanding in C;lnada could not authorize it. To this 
Mr. Liston answered, that the Governor doubtless possessed 
certain military powers ; but he presumed that he would hot 
think himself authorized to diredl the execution of a plan of 
this kind, and all that he (Mr. Liston) could do, would be 
to write to the . British government, and await its answer ; 
which indeed might be lone in coming, or might not come' 
at all ; partly on account of -the important objed:s whichien- 
gaged its attention, and partly on account of the strong ob- 
jedllons to the project itself. This was about the beginning 
of January last. 'Ihe answer not arriving as soon as the 
eagerness of the projector expected, he became impatient and 
was extremely premising to go to England to obtain, in per- 
son, an answer to the Biitish government; to which Mr. 
Liston said, he, with much reluctance, consented. 

I asked Mr. Liston if a trading scheme formed any part of 
the projcft which had been proposed to him : He answered 
in the affirmative. 

Governor Blount haying, in his letter to Carey, expressed 
his doubts whether Chisholm was gone to England, I asked 
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'as certaij 
_ embarked in a vessel from Philadelphia 

he (Mr. Liston) had paid for his passage j and that he 
had seen letcers brought by the pilot, received from Chisholm 
wheti he was far clown the Delaware or at the Capes. 

Having learnt from the Committee, or some of its mem- 
ber.*;, that they had received information^ that Chisholm had 
said that he dischargeci a debt for which he had become en- 
gagL'd (I think for Governor Blount) by making some aacri- 
iice on a note, or obligatiot? from Mr. Bond, the British 
Consul, I mentioned the circunisrance to Mr. Liston; who 
an.'iWered, tliat he knew of no such diing ^ and that he had 
never communicated to Mr. Bond any informal iun of the pro- 
ject in question. Afterwards (1 believe on the same day) I 
met Mr* Liston, when he told me that he had mentioned to 
Mr. Bondj the story of his note^ or obligation to Chisholm. 
Mr. Bond said he hdd never given either ; that he had never 
paid him any money, nor even knevif the man. As thjs 
story, howevt^r, tended to excite a suspicion that other mo- 
nies might have been paid to Chisholm by Mr. Liston, or by 
his directions, I asked him if he had ct^er paid any diing to or 
for Chisholm, besides his passage- money- He ansiwcrcd 
that lie had not : that even his pa.ssagc- money w^as not paid 
into the hands of Chisholm^ but to the master, or owner of 
the vessel in which he embarked- But as Chisholm on his 
arrival in London, a pcrfe^ stranger, would need some 
money for his immediate support, he (Mr, Liston) gave him 
a draught on his banker for twenty pounds sterling: but whe- 
ther this has been actually paid to him or not, Mr. Liston 
has not received information. And in hk letter to Mr. Ham* 
mond concerning Ciiisholm's voyage, Mr, Liston said he 
had intim:itcd the necessity of paying for his passnge back to 
America : apologiwng for permitting him to go to England, 
by saying, that the whole would be an expense of only about 
an liundied pounds, Mr, Liston added, that these were all 
the niijnies ever paid or promised by him to any person or 
persons conrerned in the projeft in quest ion. 

With re^pedt to Dr. Romayne, Mr, Liston informed mc, 
that a day or two before he lett London, in March 1796, he 
breakfasted wiih the American minister* and found there 1^1. 
Romaytie, of New-Y"ork, who was introduced to him by 
Mr, Pinckney, That this circumstance, with the Do6lor*s 
civiJiiy, and the strain of his conversation, led him to form a 
favourable opinion of his charaften That he never saw him 
before i nor has sinc^ seen him< That he did not know of 

his 
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his return from Europe, till towards the latter part of last 
April (and a few days after Chisholm had embarkeci for 
England) when, with some surprise, he received a letter 
from the Doctor, dated the 14th of tlrat month. 

That in this letter the Doftor reminded him of their inter* 
View at Mr. P,iiickney's : expressed his good wishes ; and^ 
alluding, as it appeared, to Mr. Listed, though iii covered 
terms, to the projeft of an expedition to be undertaken with 
the aid of persons resident within the United States, and to 
certain matters that had been discussed between the British 
minister and some of the parties, mentioned the delicacy of 
Mr. Liston's situation : cautioned him against interfering in 
a business that could not with propriety be [ibtronized by a 
person in a public character, and particularly put him upon 
his guard against certain men who had maoe application to 
him upon the subjed ; and who (the Do£tor said) were not 
to be trusted. That Dr. Romayne named no one ; but hintedj 
that if he had an opportunity of communicating with Mr. 
Liston, he might enter into further particulars. 

Mr. Liston said, that a^ he had alreaniy reasons to doiubt 
the good £iith of some of those who had come to talk with» 
him on the business, he was still more apprehensive, in con* 
sequence of the suspicions thrown out by Dr. Romayne, and 
hence became anxious to draw fronii him further explanations^ 
especially with regard to individuals. 

He therefore wrote to the Dodlor, ori the 28th of April, 
the letter which is in the possession of the committee ; calcu- 
lated, as he thought, for tliis purpose ; as it was meant to in- 
spire confidence, by telling the truth. That the mention in 
th* letter of sending a person of consequence to the scene of ac-- 
iion^ Mr. Liston ssid, was occasioned by a passage in the 
Doflor's letter to him, in which he seemed particularly to 
dissuade from a step of this*nature ; falsely supposing that 
Mr. Liston had already taken some resolution in respedi to it. 
Mr. Liston said, that conceiving the sending of such a confi- 
dential person to be a necessary preliminary ^ in case the pro- 
jedl received attention in England, he stated this opinion in a 
few words to the Doaor, in the hope of inducing him to 

five his sentiments fully on that point: But that he (Mr. 
-rlston) had been disappointed in theDoftor's answer, which 
did not give the frank communication which was desired ; 
tliat his style was still mysterious ; that ho seeincd to have 
misunderstood what was written to him ; and avoided enter- 
ing into any detail. Thiit Mr. Liston did not reply; and 
that here the corres{K)>n4^P^ ended. 

VOL. IX. ' N I 
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1 haT?e been eimbled to detail so many particulars on this 
suhjc<St of Do^kor Romayne's correspondence by conversing 
with Mr, Liston again, since ihe committee's request was 
communicated to me by Mr. Harper. On my hmting to him 
the wish of the committee (which I did immediaiely on re- 
cetving Mr. Sitgreaves' letter of the 13th hist,) to be possessed 
of Doctor Romayne^s letter to wliich Mr, Lision^s was an 
answer, he said it was destroyed. 

In tlic same letter the crjmmittec expressed their desire to 

ice Lord Grenville's letter, which I informed them Mr* 

Li&ton had shewn to me; and intimated that a copy of it 

would be convenient* I have already shewn you the origi- 

^©id, hy Mr. Liston's consent j and I now enclose a copy, 

[ togetlicr with a copy of the note in which Mr. Liston sent it 

f to met 10 shew under what reserve it w^as thtis submitted, 

f viz, that it should uot be exhibited to prove the criminality of 

any of the persons concerned in the plan in question ; for 

which reason 1 have left a blank, in the copy, where the 

name of one of those persons was introduced. 

j return the original letter of April aSth, from Mn Liston 
to Dr< Romayne, which was found among tlie papers of the 
latter, 

1 am. Gentlemen, very respc<Sful!y, 
Your obedient servant, 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 



1 



Samuel SitgreaveSj 
Abraham Baldwin, 
R. G. Harper^ 
John Dawson, 
James Bayard, 



I Esfjuires ; — a Committee of the 
House of Representatives on 
Governor BIount*s ImpeacK- 
ment. 



R. Lhfon prffsmu Ah resp^^s to Coknd Fkhrlttg^ Stcrt- 
tary &f Statc^ 

I have the honour of inclosing f according to your desire) 
Lorti Grenville's original dispatch to me iespc6tSng the pro* 
|Dosal for an ai tack on a part of the Spanish ten it ones in 
rNorrh-America^ and yon have my kave to shew it to the 
T President, and to mak'e what other use of its contents yon 
> inay in your discretion jijdge expedient ; always with ihe re- 
serve (which 1 am confident you will not think it improper I 

should 
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should put in) that it shall not be exhil^ited to prove the 
criminality of any of the persons concerned in ttft plan in 
question. 

Philadelphia, iSih]\i\y, ijgj. 

True copy of the original letter^ 

GEO. TAYLOR, jun. Chief Clerk 

in the J^epartment of State, 

Downing-Street, April ith, 1797* 
Sir, 

In answpr to your dispatches No. 2 and 3, Jl have to 
inform you that the proposal which has been made Jo you 

by Mr. 7 (as mentioned in those dispatches) for eur 

deavouring to wrest the two Floridas from Spain has been 
taken into consideration by his Mijesty's confidential ser- 
vants, but it has not been thought expedient to accede to it, 
or to adopt any measures for carrying it into execution. 

Without entering into a detail of the various considerations 
that have led to this decision, I think it merely necessary to 
obsei*ve, ' that, exclusively of the inadequacy ot the means to 
the end proposed, the two obje£tions which have occurred to 
yourself, the necessity of employing the Indians, and the im- 
propriety of originating within the United States any hostile 
expedition against a nation with which they are at peace, are 
of sufficient magnitude to counterbalance the advantages 
-which are likelv to result from tlie execution of such a plan. 

I have therefore to signify to you the King's pleasure, that 

you take an early opportunity of informing Mr. that 

you have submitted his design to his Majesty's government, 
but that it has not been thought advisable to afford any assist- 
ance frgm this country towards carrying it into effedk. 

I am, with great truth and regard. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Robert Liston, Esq. t^c, &c. l^c. 

True copy of the original letter ^ blanks being left for the 
name, which occurs twice. 

GEO. TAYLOR, Jun. Chief Clerk 

in ihe Department of State. 
N % The 



iBo 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



Bi 



set off to 



The end of all this was, Ulount 
Tennessee^ and avoided the arrest of the messenger 
of the Senate- — The Senate ordered the Marshal of 
the United States to arrest him in Tennessee ; but, 
the Sovereign people of that State would not suffer 
the writ to be executed ! The Representatives at 
last commenced the prosecution of the culprit be- 
fore the Senate ; hui H was founds thai the ConstUu- 
tion bad given the Senate no power to try him; and, 
. Tvhich was the best of all, while Blount stood 
accused of high crimes and misdemeanors^ the people 
of Te^imssee again chose him for their Governor ! 1 ! — 
Fivai Respuflica! 
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EONAPAHTE's speech, in PLAIIT ENGLISH, 

" Brother Cut- throats and Robbers^ of every 
grade and denomination^ Attend. 

" It is about two years since I was appointed i^ 
command your lawless and ragged bands, I found 
you in the rich state of Genoa, where, notwith- 
standing your remorseless pillage of the people, you 
were reduced to the greatest misery, by the supe- 
rior villainy and cunning of your commanders. — 
You were obliged to pawn even the watches you 
had stolen, to procure cloaths, I promised you bet- 
ter fortune^ and 1 have kept my word ; for I led 
you among the emasculated Italians, where you had 
an opportunity of filling your pockets once more 
with the plunder of churches and convents. — This 
was all well-^ — but those who survive are yet indebted 
to their country^ — they owe her still greater ser- 
vices; and to these I am now about to lead you. — 
Frenchmen, you are a set of hardy and lucky 

scoundrels, 



I 



I 

I 
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'^scoondrels, or you could never have lived through 
such great sufferings, or escaped so many bullets. 

||f you are so fortunate to survive the approaching 
fn:eq>rise, I will pronounce you an army of mvh-r 
cible demons- 
" Canmhiih^ 
^^If you behave valiantly in the present expedition, 
I do pledge my honour, and the faith of your coun- 
try » than which you can have no greater security, 
thai each man shall receive an absolute and inde- 

I feasible title to six feet by two, of terra firma^ ex- 
tending from about two feet below the surface, to 
the centre of the globe — provided the thunder of 
the ferocious Britons should not hurl you to the 
bottom of the ocean, and teach you a submarine 
passage to the other world, to which the sage Di- 

■reftory has long devoted you^'-^But that is a matter 
of no weight with Frenchmen — for, as Tom Paine 
and all the other philosophers of France have long 
since agreed, that you have no more souls than ba- 
boons, it is no consequence whether your carcasses 
fatten the land^ or feed the sharks. 

** Frenchmen^ 

*' You are now going on the ocean to meet j^our 
most formidable enemies, a race of hardy and daring 
seamen, who differ as much from the semi-virs of 
Italy, as you do from the soldiers of liberty. Your 
countrymen, the French sailors, can tell what a 
terrible adversary they are ; they have often felt the 
weight of their arms. So often have they been ob- 
liged to fly from these ferocious sons of Neptune, 
that unless you can communicate to your brethren 
a portion of your invincible spirit, it will be impos- 
sible to lead them to another confliA. But, if you 
grc unable to raise their courage 10 a proper pitch 

N 3 fur 



I 




GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

for the combat, take care at least that youtsalvcs do 
I not catch tbcir fears/* 

Cries of au dhible la RipttMiqm and sacrS les An- 
ghis followed this harangue ; and it was with the 
greatest difficulty the troops were induced to em* 
bark. Had it not been for a report that was stu- 
diously spread throLigh the army, that the expedi- 
tion was intended against Egypt, it would xievcr 
have gone on board. 



For Porcupines Gazette, — Since the judgments of 
God, which are abroad, are many and severe, we 
may of consequence conclude, that the iniquities 
of mankind are multiplied^ and atrocious.-— None 
pf the nations can plead exemption from guilt; 
but guilt in one instance greatly exceeds. The 
charafler of the Antediluvian, or of the ancient 
Jew, has again revived, Christianity has not only 
been vilified, but also abolished by the constituted 
authorities ; the institution of the Sabbath has been 
reject edj and on its ruin the decade, a festival of 
Pagan name, and Pagan origin, has been raised cp. 
The ties of treaties, the solemnity of promises, and 
the rights of nations have been disregarded, — The 
lust of dominion J and the thirst of riches are insa- 
tiable- They are a people in arms against justice 
and humanity, piety and mercy. The old world in 
the days of Noah, the city of Jerusalem, when 
destro) ed by the Roman army, were not burdened 
with a race more vikj nor abandoned. May 1 in- 
dulge the hope, it is because there are blessings in 
store fur this country, that our connection with 
such a nation is weakened, and cur attachments 
thereto rapidly on ihe decline. 

It is not a particular notion which we detest ; as 
men, we would rejoice in their welfare. It is their 
prophaneness and injustice, their disregard of God 
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and man, which we hold in detestation. Wc m*y 
take Divid as an example^ and may use his very 
language — ^' Depart from us, y^ bloody rpen. They 
*^ speak against God wickedly ; they take his nanK 
'^ in vain. Do we not hate them, O Lord, whp 
^* hate thee ? Are we not grieved with theta who 
" rise up against thee ? We hate them with a per- 
^^ k£i hatred ; we account them our enemies/' — 
The visitations of God's providence are intended 
to excite an abhorrence at irreligious and immoral 
praftices, and to persuade men to break off the 
connexions, and to avoid the circumstances which 
ruin the character. But if they will disregard the 
Christian name, and the Christian Sabbath; if they 
will contemn the authority and the law of the Lord 
Jesus ; if they will provoke the Holy One of Israel 
to anger, and turn away backward — it is of very 
little consequence how they be connedledj or how 
they be circumstanced; they shall be humbled, 
they shall be afflifted, they shall be despised. 

Your safety, O Americans^ is not completed by 
breaking with an impious nation- Proceed the 
little further ; keep holy the Sabbath which they 
profane ; obey the Saviour whom they rejedt; prac- 
tise the righteousness, which in pracitice th||r dis- 
regard ; then, but not until then, can you cspeft 
that the tide will turn in your favour, 

A Friend to Amekica* 



French Crichi. — These little animals seem to 
threaten the United States with ravages equal to 
those of the Hessian Fly. At Frankfort (five miles 
from the city), at Germantown, and, I hear at 
Chester^ they have eat up whole fields of clover, so 
as not to leave the least appearance of green. Many 
of the gardens are cleared in the same manner. 
Of the cabbages only^ the stamps and hard stalks 
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are left; and of tender plants nothing at alL^ — TVi^ 
destnitflive vermin is a little brown Cricket, often 
called a grashopper; but, in England, it is called 
the French Crickei^ because it is everlastingly hop- 
ping about and singing, I never, till lately, heard 
It accounted mischievous; but, from the epithet 
French being prefixed to its name, I sbould sup- 
pose it must have long been known to possess this 
quality, 

I shall be obliged to any of my country subscri- 
bers^ who may think it worth their while to com- 
municate what informatioi^ they possess relative to 
this subject* 



From a New-York Pcip€f\ — '^The Irish insurgents, 
it seems made a gr^nd push about the time they ex- 
pected the Toulon fleet — But, thank heaven, go- 
Tcrnment have frustrated their designs, and many, 
who were prepared to join the French, were ready 
to oppose them. 

" It is truly American, to pray for every thing that 
will tend to frustrate the designs of France against 
^ny copntry," 

lys so, and I am very happy to see, that what 
is " truly American," is also become faakionuhk ; 
but I recollecft when it was not so, and I cannot re- 
frain from observing, that the rebeUion in Ireland, 
in some measure, owes its existence to the ever- 
lasting clamour kept up in this country, concerning 
the emlwved state of that cpuntry, and to the shel- 
ter which the United States continually held fordi 
to thp Iris|i traitprs and rebels. 



Frm ike New- York Daily Jdveriiser.^r^^^ Mu 
JaqueSj or James, yesterday received his sentence 
of perpetual conlinemcnt. May such t?5 the fate 

pf 



m}( all who live by swiNDLiNOi ht a RepuMkan 

^Qvernmeni^ every man ought to have some honest 

*and useful occupation. Idleness produces vice, and 

vice crimes, and crimes disturb social order and 

happiness/* 

And why, *' in a RepuhUcan govemmmi f^ Why 
is honesty more particularly requisite in dkrepuhlkan 
govemnient, than in any other? If we arc to judge 
from experience^ the people ynder such govern- 
ments are not the very purest upon the face of the 
.earth. The forgeries committed by the republican 
YThomai^ of Philadelphia, surpass in number and 
Imagnitude, all those committed in all the king- 
Ldoms of Europe, during the present year. This is 
.one blessed effeft of the 7/?i/i/ penal code of Pean- 
isylvania. If this fellow had been certain of a 
\stretched mck^ in a few weeks after his dcteition, 
[he never would have thus disgraced his family and 
!his country, involved hundreds in misery and ruin, 
[and given a mortal blow to all confidence between 
man and man. "" 



The French papers, in announcing the departure 
pf Messrs. Pinckney and Marshall from Paris, an 
event which was only made public in that metro- 
polis three weeks after it happened, gives the fol- 
lowing account of the causes of their dismissal : ^1 

" These Envoys appear to have mingled giea^ 
surliness m their mission^ and to have been little 
acquainted with the circumstances of the govern- 
menr, with which they wxre sent to treat. Their 
behaviour was marked by an afFeftation of dignity 
and of reserve which were very unseasonable. We 
are assured, that h:iving lately been called on by 
the Directory to dt^clare, whether they would ac- 
cept ihe conditions which were offered them, two 
of them, Messrs^ Pinckney and Marshall refused 
fo assent to them i in consequence of which, they 

were 
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were furnished with passports, and set off twenty 
days ago, the former of them for the South, and 
the latter for America by the way of Holland. Mr. 
Gerry having shewn himself more accommodating, 
remains behind." 

Such is the history of the American Negotiation, 
with which the enlightened and well-governed ci- 
tizenj of France are furnished. If the state of the 
press at Paris was such as to permit the real truth to 
transpire, we should have no hesitation in antici- 
pating the downfall»of a government which has ad- 
ded to the grossest corruption the most barefaced 
falsehood. The surliness of which the American 
Envoys were guilty, was an unwillingness to accede, 
as a preliminary to negotiation, to the payment of 
a bribe of 5O5OOOI. to the virtuous Dire£fors of the 
Great Nation^ the Frieiids of the Oppressed^ and 
the Enemies of Corruption. — This money, it appears 
from the official documents, was to be paid as the 
price of the American lEnvoys residence in Paris ; 
the pecuniary sacrifice which was to be made to 
France as the price of peace was much greater. 
No progress could, even after the payment of the 
first sum, be made in the negotiation, until the 
United States should have consented to give cash 
for the worthless paper securities which France had 
wrung from her allies the Dutch. Then, and not 
till then, were the Americans to be admitted to 
make those concessions which the disturbers of the 
peace of mankind had exad^ed from every nation 
that has been weak enough to comply with their 
first demands. 

Ilie spirit displayed in the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States to Congress, will be felt 
to be in unison with that which in this country has 
produced a general armament and a general contri- 
bution. Undaunted by the boasted diplomatic 
skill of France, the Executive - government of 

Americi^ 
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America has shewn that it 13 not yet fallen so low 
as to sacrifice its honour, its independence, and its 
wealth, to the dread of the domestic intrigues or 
of the power of the Greai NiUion. It has shewa 
that it considers open hostility as less dangerous 
than a treaty concluded with the tnost faithkss, the 
most prostitatedj and the most vcoal of mankind ; 
purchased by tribute^ and to be maintained only 
by patient atib mission to injury. It has shewn it- 
self anxious for peace, but not indifferent for its 
independence, — It has shewn, in short, that it has 
■profited by the example of those European powers 
who have crouched to the detested republic, and 
that it is wise while yet wisdom can a%^ail if. 

Those who are disposed to speculate on the pro- 
fligacy of the French chara6ter, will almost consi- 
der it as matter of regret that the negotiations be- 
tween this country and France did nut proceed, so 
far as to let us into the secret of the pccuiiiiiry de- 
mand of the Direftory on this countiy* Politic 
caliy, we trustj that they would have had no effe<5l; 
and that the spirit of the country is at pre:ient so 
roused, that nothing could add to the indignatipa 
which every Briton feels at the recoUcftion of the 
insolence of our enemy's demands; but it would 
at least be cbrious to ascertain what the sm-dua?it 
avengers of human liberty would have considered 
as a sufficient penalty for that usurpation of the 
empire of the seas which our naval superiority has] 
given us, and which our naval superiority will ever ' 
a preserve. 

r * Frmch fll/amj. Fifty Dollars Meward.—On 

I Tuesday evening the 2 1st instant, the subscribt-r 

I having attended the concert at Columbia Garden, 

I with a smalt party of ladies and gen tie men, and 

I having left the Garden a few minutes before nine to 

^^ take 
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take a turn on the Battery, for the benefit of the 
aifj which we had scarcely entered before the lady, 
whose arm I held, screamed out that a gentleman 
that instant passing us^ had thrown something upon 
her that burnt her arm and shoulder excessively, 
and gave the most excruciating pain. I at first 
supposed it was occasioned by an accidental touch 
of the elbow, which sometimes occasions a thrii*^ 
lingj painful sensation. Impressed with this idea,, 
I turned to the man whom I found to be a French- 
manj and civilly asked him if he had struck the 
kdy's arm I held intentionally ; he replied in the 
negative ; at the same time the lovely unhappy suf- 
ferer exclaimed with an agonizing mind^ that her 
muslin was very wet. At this instant I recognized 
the powerful smell of AquaFortis, and immediate- 
ly addressed the villain with language that any thing, 
except the most consummate poltroon, would have 
resented^ and drew my cane with a view of chasti^ 
sing him on the spot, but was arrested in this at- 
tempt by some person behind me ; the cowardly 
nefarious villain loudly vociferating that he would 
challenge mc ; and in full expe<ftation of that issue, 
I gave him my address in the hearing of perhaps a 
hundred persons; but unfortunately could not ob- 
tain his, — Upon conveying the unhappy sufferer 
into the house of Mr, CorrCj a very large scald and 
blister J almost the whole length of the arm and 
shoulder was discoverable: the gown and even under 
dress, entirely eaten through and ruined. And 
here it was discov^ered, that myself was probably 
the intended viflim, as the back of my coat was 
aluiost destroyed with the effefls of the Aqua For* 
tis, and changed from a black to a deep yellow co- 
lour* 

The motive for this unmanly^ insidious attack, 
is incomprehensible. The villainous perpetrator is 

totally 
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totally unknown to me; the presumption, there- 
fore, is strong, that the American badge of Fede- 
ralism, our national cockade, which I have the 
honour to wear, and which I have pledged myself 
to defend at the risk of my life, was the cause ; and 
as 48 hours have elapsed since the before mention- 
ed transaction, and hearing nothing from this gas- 
conading villain, it may justly be presumed he will 
cautiously avoid an interview : therefore, whatever 
may have been the motives for this villainous con- 
dud, a reward of fifty dollars will be paid for a 
discovery of the name, and convidlion of the per- 
petrator of this outrage, by 

R. C. SKINNER^ 
156, fVilliam Street 4 
August 24. 
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WUliamshurgby lAtb August, 1798. — Sir, the 
following notification founded on truth, is submit- 
ted to you for publication in your extensively cir- 
culating Gazette, by your humble servant, 

Anti-Jacobin. 

^* To aJl whom it may concefTt, 

^^ AS it is at all times highly important that the 
community at large should be made acquainted with 
the political charadler and condudl of those^ who 
are in high stations, invested with authority ; and 
more particularly so, at this critical period, 
when we are, and have long been, labouring under 
the most aggravated foreign depredations brought 
on and encouraged by internal fadtion, and are 
further threatened with a desolating and unprovo- 
ked 
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kcd inrasion, against which the friendship and pr 
tc^lion of Great Britain forms our beat barrier anc 
security* 

*^ BE TT KNOWN, Therefore, That in the tow 
of Chirhttesville^ at an entertainment, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, Five Preuikni of the United States, latcl 
drank the following toast: — " Ireland — May sh 
'^ soon burst her fetters, and take her rank among 1 
" the free republics of the earth," — 

*^ And it is submitted particularly to the consi- 
deration of the Senate, of whom said Thomas Jef- 
ferson is at present President, and also to the Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, and the citizens in general, 
how far such conduift comported with true patrio- 
tism, and the duties and dignity of the second of- 
ficer of government: and whether such open avow- 
al, in so elevated a station, of n %vish io see ike dis~ 
memhermeni of an Empire y with which we are con- 
nected by the ties of interest, and treaties of amity 
and commerce, has not a diredl tendency to weaken 
those bonds, to excite disgust, suspicion and com- 
plaint in that government, whose friendship, under" 
existing circumstances, is of all others most neces- 
sary to be cultivated, because most essential to our 
safety. 

'* If any one will make the following supposition 
and answer ir, he will in such answer have a true 
estimate of Jefferson's conduft, 

'' Suppose when the Western counties had orga- 
nized their insurreftiony the Chancellor of Eng- 
land, at a political dinner, had publickly drunk: 
— -"The Western Counties — May they soon 
" burst their fetters, and take their rank as an in- 
" dependent republic ;" and suppose England at 
that time threatened with the hostility of a nation, 
with whom she had little prospc<ft of successfully 
toping, without the aid and co-operation of Ame- 
rica 
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rica — ^In what light would you view the Chancel- 
lor's conduit ?'* 

As an Englishman, I will answer. — I should look 
upon him as capable of writing a letter to 
Mazzei ; and that seems to me to be the exadl 
point of democratic perfeftion. 

Poor Jefferson ! you may wish and drink, and 
drink and wish. You may swallow down all the 
blood that your beloved France has spilled for these 
six years past. You may wish in one hand and 
spew in the other, and see which will be full first ; 
but you will never wish the Kingdom of Ireland 
into a Republic. The philosophical, corresponding 
traitors m that country^ are .detedled ; and, that 
they may undisturbed enjoy their profound specu- 
lations, they are, for the most part, raised to situa- 
tions, far above the groveling sons of earth. — The 
base herd, whom they inveigled from their loyalty, 
were not, indeed, on the Qth of June last, quire all 
disposed of; but long 'ere this reaches the eye of 
their dear friend Jefferson, they will have been ap- 
plied to the only purpose for which traitors are fit: 
— TO patten the earth or garnish a gal- 
lows. 



0^ Carey s Gazette. — Amongst the many deaths 
which have happened lately, there is one, which 
must give satisfadlion to every honest man. I mean 
that of the vile O'Carey's vile Gazette. The 
grim tyrant seemed to be crawling on it a long time 
ago, and the change of weather, last Thursday 
morning, about the hour of seven, carried it off 
this troublesome scene. 

It expired like a demon, vomitting forth execra- 
tions against Great Britain and the Federal Govern- 
ment, and encouraging the United Irishmen to 
hope for ultimate success in their infernal underta- 
king. 



Hi 
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iing.-^The following passage is v<forth copying ; 
jior as it shows the disposition of the vile editor ; 

but as it will furnish the officers of government 
Tfi/ith valuable inforrtiation* 

^^^^xtr^ of a letUf' from our correspondent at 
*^ IVihn'mgtm^ dated August 27. -^Yesterday I went 
*^ to Newcastle, to obtain what information I coidd 
" from the passengers of the Abigail ; they had one 
" paper which I could not procure, but sat down 
" and took the following extraft for your use, 
" Their verbal accounts were, that when they left 
" Belfast (June 61 h), the province of Ulster was 
" quictj but was daily expected to be in a state of 
" rebellion J that the night before they left that, 
" wmeof them assisted in conveying 250 tents to an 
** eminence near Belfast^ called the Cove Hilly for 
*^ the use of the Untied Irishmen, which were im- 
^^ mediately to be occupied by them ; that Samuel 
" Neilson of Belfast, was not taken up (as report- 
" ed reconnoitring Newgate) but that he had join- 
" ed the rebels in the south." 

ThuSj we secj that of the last cargo of Irjsh^ 
landed in this country, there are some^ at least, 
who hs^vc^edfrom the hands of justice in their own, 
and who are, most undoubtedly, ready to join their 
brethren, w^ho were here before, in their attempts 
in favour of France, This is the greatest evil of 
the Irish Rebellion. The villains will be defeated 
at home. By this time, they are skulking in cor- 
ners to shelter themselves from the bayonet and the 
rope; but, they will steal off thither. The avari- 
cious captains of vesj^elswill admit them on board, 
and, while the jiUen Lazu remains a dead letter, as 
it hitherto has done, they will find no difficulty in 
getting on shore. America will thus become peo- 
f pled with rebels, who have once raised the standard 
fof bloody France, and who will be ready to do 
it again, the moment an opportunity shall serve. 

In 
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tri sbthi sort, this will be nd more than a just 
punishment on the States. Fof twenty years past, 
a very great majority of the public papers here 
have been labouring, as often as occasion offered, 
to render the people of the whole British Empiic 
discontented i^ith their government, and particu- 
larly those of Ireland. Every art has been made 
use of, by individuals and by societies, to invite 
the malecontents to cross the ocean. I am hot at 
all hazarding an asssertion, when I say, that the 
violent proceedings in Ireland, which have at length 
called forth the vengeance of government^ were 
not so much owing to the example or the encou- 
ragement of France, as to the sure pfospedk of 
impunity, and almost of reward, by flight to these 
shores. — The country, where Priestley was re- 
ceived with addrcssess, where Hamilton Rowa^t 
was announced ariiidst the shouts of a town meet- 
ing, at which a Chief Justice presided; where 
CallenDer made a merh of having escaped from 
the gallows in Scotland, and of being homuredovL 
his arrival with the frietidship of the then Secretary 
of State ; the country, I say, that gave this shame- 
ful approbation of British and Irish criminals, has 
little reason to complain of their insolence, their 
perfidy, or their violence, when diredted against 
itself. 



Webster again! I— I have long suspefted, and 
even said, that pedagogue Webster, of New- 
Haven (formerly of New- York), was a tool of the 
French despots. ]He is now publishing a pretended 
correspondence, which puts the fa6i beyond con- 
troversy. . 

This correspondence he pretends he received 
from a very well informed friend^ and he tells his 
readers, they may place a perfedt reliance on what 
he says. Having thus given it all the credibility in 

vol. IX. o his 
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by way of pref:ice, he proceeds to copy. 

His correspondent is represented as living in Prussia, 
of whose monarch he appears to be a subject, and 
a very loyal one too, for he has been able to disco- 
ver what no one else ever did, and that is, a vmi 
deal of mildness^ gmerosity^ and vprighiness in ihe 
King of Prussia^ whom he praises on various ac- 
counts, but particularly for his having assisted fo 
frustraie the proje6is of Eugjattd^ and for bis friend- 
ship towards France. 

The Emperor of Russia , for having, I suppose, 
adopted a line of conduct exa<?tly the opposite, is 
styled " the nwsl absolute and tyrannical despot J" 
Webster must set his readers down as fools, or he 
never would have ventured to publish this absurd 
trash for authentic European information. 

But, the most valuable part of the correspon- 
dence, and that which most satisfa<5lorily proves 
the nefarious views of Webster, is, the remarks on 
the revolutionizing of Switzerland, which are too 
curious to be omitted here- 

^^ The revolution of Switzerland is now com- 
^^ pie ted. As unjust and cruel as it was from the 
** French, it is an e^mit which icas to be wished for 
" long ago. The interior government of thatcoun- 
*f try was full of abuse and oppression. For ex- 
'^ ample, in the best governed canton, Zuric, a man 
'^ living in the country, w^is forbidden to educate 
" his son for a trade, for commerce, or for sci- 
*^ ence — Still more cruel and profligate was the go- 
*^ vernmcnt of Velletn, where murder and assassi- 
*^ nation was common, and protected and expia- 
^' ted by the clergy for money. fVe hope ihat a 
" more fixed y ranforntj aud powerful government will 
" promote their Imppiness^ when the present mode 
" of nefarious intrusion upon them, shall be for- 
*' gotten. The Cantons of IJri, Uhderwalden, 
" Zag, and Glarus, excited^by the Koman clergy 

" and 
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^^ and monkSj made the last and a very gallant re- 
^^ sistance, at several places, and much blood has 
"^^ been shed; but the Swiss were at least over- 
^^ powered, and have accepted the new con- 
^^ stitution. The Swiss were led by Colonel 
'^ Sleding and Paravicini— the latter was slightly 
^^ wounded. The capitulation was honourable for 
^^ the vanquished — who pay no contributions to 
^^ the French, and the Catholic religion remains 
^^ undisturbed. The country, however, will be 
^^ exhausted by the rapacity of the French, espe- . 
" cially as the English government, by its cruel 
^' resolution, not to allow any debts to be paid to 
^^ the Helvetians, has forced the French to order 
^^ all English commodities to he delivered to them^ 
*^ which deprives the Swiss , of a lucrative com- 
" merce." 

This paragraph, whether really sent from Europe 
by some scoundrel lUuminatus, or fabricated here 
by the Young 'Sguire himself, is intended as 
neither more nor less than a justification of the most 
unprovoked and abominable aft of aggression, that 
ever entered into the hearts of a gang of un- 
principled and blood-thirsty tyrants to execute. 
The few words of censure, on the condudl of France, 
which are thrown in here and there, are intended 
merely to render the deception of the public more 
complete, just as the aduhress shams a dislike to 
her gallant, in order to blind her cornuto, whose 
honourable part is now a<6led by Webster's poor 
readers. 

" The revolution of Switzerland is an event, 
*' which was to be wished for long ago." — What - 
could Bache say more ? " The interior govern- 
" ment was full of abuses and oppression. — A man 
^^ could not educate his son as he liked. — Murder 
'^ was froteSed, and expiated by the clergy for . 

^' moneys Base wretch ! And this what you tell 

your readers, they may rely on as truth! The Fiench 

o 2 ^.\^ 
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are most atrocious ^nllains; but the most Tile of 
fhcm all is not a millionth part so vile as the prosti-^ 
tuted writer and publisher of this paragraph* 

Every republican writer of modern date; every 
phiiosophical miscreant, who has been labouring in 
the vineyard of revolutions ; all the decrees of mo- 
narchy from Rol^sseau, down to the long Living- 
ston of New-York, have represented Switzerland 
as the standard of political perfedlion, as the land 
where pure unadulterated liberty was to be found. 
But, now, behold, when it is overrun, pillaged^ 
and revolutionized by the French ; noWy these same 
eulogists have discovered, thai the internal govern- 
ment *' was full of abuses ;" yea, that it even 
** proteBed murder and assasshmiiofiP'' Wonderful 
change 1 — Hark ye^ Nnah ! don't you think now, 
that the same rascal, who discovered these abuses 
in the internal government of the Swiss Cantons^ . 
would have ingenuity enough to find out almses in 
the internal government of these United States, if 
the French should happen to revolutionize them? — 
I dare say, you could do it, upon a pinch ; if you 
could not, you are not the man I take you fon 
Butj if you were to do it^. I am sure you would find 
no royalist on ihe other side of the water, base and 
wicked enough to publish your pretended discovery 
to the world as a truth : no, it must be a rtf^ublican 
to belie a fallen republic. 

Having represented the old government as full of 
abuses, he next telb his readers^ that he hopes the 
new form (that is, the French form) of governificot 
wiU *' pronmie iheir happiness. ^^ — ^This is the very 
language, that Merlin or Bark as would make 
use of. They rob, they desolate, tUey ravish, and 
they murder; but they never fail to say, that it is 
to ^^ promote the bappiuess"' of their vidtims. This 
is the way, in which they are, and have long been, 
promoHng the happiness uf Ameriea \ and, did Ame- 
rica contain none but Noah Webster, I should 

pray 
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pray God, that they might render that happiness 
compJete. Nothing would give me so much plea* 
sure, as to see a platoon of sans-culottes, take up 
their quarters in his printing-office. The title of 
*Sqmrey I can assure him^ would not save bis yel* 
low carcass from their fraternal claws. 

My readers have often enough seen, that Great* 
Brirain is the eternal butt of Webster*s malice ; ac- 
cordingly, he could not let this fabricated corres- 
pondence pass off, without dragging her in. The 
infamous conduil of the French, in seizing all the 
English merchandize from the poor Swiss^ he justi* 
fies as an aB of necessity \ he says, they were forced 
to do it ; bur, what think you ? By " the cruel reso- 
" lution of the British Government, not to allow 
** any debts to be paid to the Hehetiaris T So that, 
according to this base wretch, the French were 
justified in robbing the people of their §aods, be- 
cause tlje English government would not let theni 
rob them of their money. 

The fa6k is (and with this remark I shall con- 
clude), that no one aft of the infernal despots of 
Paris, has shocked the people of America mure, or 
has been a more awful warning to them, than the 
revolutionizing of the Federative Republic uf Swit- 
zerland ; and, therefore, to decry the former go- 
vernment of that country, to represent it as bemg 
full of abuses, aristocratic* and priest*ridden, is 
Cwhat the partisans of France are now very earnestly 
engaged in, as being the surest way to allay the 
indignation which its destrudtion has excited. This 
1 look upon to be the objeiSt of the publisher, and 
1 am sure it was that of the writer, it, indeed, they 
are not one and the same person. 



Republican Candour. — " Our recent advices from 
** Europe^ aiford us a good basis to b^pe that a 
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new conihmUon of ibe foieney of the regular go4\ 
'Uirnnmtt is formed or fanning. Time was, and! 
that not long since, when wc thought a coalitiort 
•' against France, was an impious roaUUon ofUherti^i 
** eides\ hm, our opinion is ferfeSih changed, A 
*^ coalition ugainst France^ is a league in mir 
** favrntr** 

This is taken from the Portland Gazefie ; and \% 
is, as far as I can recoUeiV, the first instance of po- 
litical candour, that 1 ever met with in a thorough- 
paced republican newsmonger. Men of this stamp! 
are generally upon the shift* Theywill^ with tliej 
utmost unconcern, range through all the mazes ovi 
inconsistencyj and have ever a stock of excuses at ' 
command^ on whatever spot you detedV them. The 
Editor of the Boston Centinel^ for in stance, j 
like sevei^l others of the same cast^ who forme rl] 
invoked the vengeance of Heaven on " the tyn 
GeorgCj" for his hostility against the republic of 
France^ now tell you, that they heartily wish him 
success against that very republic France ; not be- 
cause tbey have changed their principles ^ or are) 
adluated by any selfish motive; butj because thel 
Sister Republic has changed her principles and mo- 
tives, she being formerly fighting for liberty, and 
the ^' tyrant George" against it ; whereas^ she is 
mw fighting against this precious commodity of 
the republican shop, and *^ thp tyrant George" 
for it* 

To such miserable quibbles as these, my Portland 
man seems to have recourse* He tells you, flat and 
plain, that lie hopes a new combination of the 
potency of the regular govermnents of Europe, is 
formed against France ;■ he tells you (which is a 
shameful truth), that not long since he called a simi- 
lar combination, im impious coalition of Uhrticides ; 
aud^ byhisconclusionj he gives you to understand^ 

that 
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that he would still call it so^ were it not in favour of 
jimerica^ and leaves you to concludej that he ac- 
tually will do it J as soon as the Janger of jlmertca Is 
over ! '* 

This is what I call an honest fellowj and I read 
his Doble seniinaents as an honour to his tribe. 



Prom the Farmer s Weekly Museum. — '^ Some of 
*^ the papers^ denominated federal, have of late 
*' given themselves a good deal of trouble to dis- 
** cuss the sori of connection ^ we ought to form 
^* with Great Bjitain, Would the public interest 
^^ suffer if these Solomons in counsel should leave 
'^ the matter for the present, where the constitution 
^^ has left it : to the President^ with the advice of the 
** Senate?^* 

I never saw a newspaper for the Editor of which 
I had a higher respe<5t than for the Editor of the 
Farmer s Musmm ; nor can I take any portion of 
this gentle reproof, to myself because I never at- 
tempted to discuss the *' sort of connexion, wc 
" ought to form with Great-Britain C but^ I cannot 
allow that the reproof is either just in its general 
principles^ or feriinent as applied to the present 
occasion- 

The newsmongers, however absurd the opinions 
©f some may be, and however perverse the preju- 
dices of others^ have certainly a right to lay their 
owUj or their correspondents' sentiments before the 
public, on thiSj as well as every other public mea- 
sure ; andj to insinufLte, that they ought 7iot to do it^ 
though the right is acknowledged^ is to reduce the 
liberty of the press to a nominal^ a sort of French 
assigmit value- 
When the Editor advises them to *^ leave the 
^* matter where the constitution has left it/' I com- 
prehend the stroke of satire on the self-important 

o 4 politicians 
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polfticians very well; but, he should rccolle£lj that 
be himself has recommended many public measures, all 
of which the constitutiQi] ha^ placed v^ery far out of 
his reach, — ^The constitatiun has left no public 
measyte to tlie publishers of newspapers : and, 
therefore, if they arc (to use the Farmcr*s words), 
*^ to leave the maner, where the constinition has 
left itj" they ought never publish a single sentence 
respcfting any public measure . whatever. This 
doftrine may suit a miscellany, which has the pea 
of aLay-Pieacher to enrich its columns, and which 
numbers amongst its subscribers such a multitude 
of ladies and learned men ; but a paper like the 
Porcupine, winch goes forth promise liausly to the 
jimss of mankind^ can never bp expetfted xo sub- 
scribe to it. 

If a newspaper discussion of a public measure be 
proper in any cas^, the snri of connedtion America 
15 to form with Great- Br itainj is so, ai this %tfy 
time-, unless the Farmer mean^ to tell us» that dq 
discussion of a public measure should take place, 
ti/l ii be irretrievably ddopltd^ an absurdity, winch, 
I am surc^ he has too much sense to advance. 



Wehsiers Correspojidence, — In my last, I took 
some notice of a pretended corresponckncej which 
this prostitute wretch was publishing, i should not 
have seen the remaindei of it, were it not for the 
pliant disposition of the Chjfoales, who take special 
care to retail out every woid of it to the few reader^ 
that their insipid sheet has made shift to retain. 

Of the former part of this correspondence, I 
noticed the eulogi^ifu on th^ A7//f &/ Prmsm^ the 
ahus^ of the Emperor Paul, and the jiuiificalion of 
the revohtiomztNg of the SvJi^s Cantons. Ttic parr, 
which i^ now before mn^ begins with a must out- 
rageous attack on the court pf Vienna. Webster's 

preiended 
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pretended friend^ whose words he gives out as the 
result of wisdom, and the essence of truth, asserts, 
that the Imperial Minister, Thugut, is " in the 
** pay of England." He further says, that " The 
** Emperor is weak^ and a bigot ; the Empress still 
" more a bigot ^ but intriguwg^ and is governed by the 
^^ clergy'' This abuse iS to be attributed to the 
hostile disposition, at present shown towards the 
Prencb^ by the Imperial Court. One remark is ap- 
plicable to the whole correspondence, which is this; 
^U those who are ranked amongst the enemies of 
France^ are sure to be the subject of the obloquy, 
and reproach of this rascally writer ; and, all those 
who are ranked amongst her friends^ whether des- 
pots, sham republics, or bands of rebels, are as 
sure to be the subjcdl of his applause. Take the 
following paragraph respecSling Ireland. 

" Our views of England are quite different, jper- 
*^ haps from what you have in America. Though 
" we detest the French proceedings, we ablior the 
^' English in many instances, not less. Not that I 
" blame their measures to hinder conspiracies i/i 
" England'^ but, their briberies, their intrigues, 
*^ their cruelties against the Lishy are obje<Sls of 
*^ abhorrence.'* 

This rascal does not blame the English for hin- 
dering conspiracies in Efigland^ where there arc 
nQne\ but for them to do the same in Ireland^ 
where all is conspiracy, is an objecft of his abhor- 
rence ! And what does the wretch mean by *^ briber 
ries and intrigues^ and cruelties against the Irish ?*' 
What does the King want, but for the Irish to re- 
main loyal and peaceable subjedls ? What need has 
he to employ bribery and intrigue against them ? 
And as to cruelties, this is the name that rebels 
ever give to measures of coercion^ which they them-^ 
selves have compelled their Sovereign to adopts though 
\it at la«t adopts them with a bleeding heart. Bachb 
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and Callender talked about the cruelties com* 
mitted by the Federal anny, on their ^^ If^esterf^ 
Brethren^^ and I am at any time ready to prove, 
that as great severity was exercised towards them,y 
in proportion to the magnitude of their offence^ as ever 
the King of Great- Britain exercised towards his re- 
bel subjects in Ireland. Let the malicious Noahi 
Webster, therefore^ hold his tongue on this sub- 
jeftj or let him at once join Callender and 
Bach E J in commiserating the case of the Western 
Rebels. 

If the reader peruses carefully the last quoted 
paragraph, and recoil etfts Webster's sentiments, 
respctfling the malecon tents in Ireland, he wlU^ I^ 
think, at once conclude, that this hypocrite is him-^ 
self the real author of the letter, which he pre- 
tends to have received from Europe, But, if he^ 
should remain unconvinced of this, I am sure he 
will no longer remain so, after reading the follow- 
ing, with which the \SauiRE has thought proper^ 
to wind up his impudent fabrication. 

*^ How will America extricate herself? 1 hope 
" she will not he involved in the *war — but repel ail 
'' hostile aggressions^ and the shameful intrigues of 
'^ the Frencli ministers with a noble courage, Buf 
iv^e wish she may not ibrozv herself int a the amis of 
England^ and as far as possible, follow the truly- 
wise advice of Waslrington, not to meddle in the 
political affairs, and to avoid much political inter- 
course with Europe— You are too good a people 
to be always entangled in those politics, but you 
" are exposed to be ensnared by the European 
" perseverance and experience in diplomatic trea- 
*= chcries, / %visb you had even no ministers at 
*^ foreign courts ^ nor foreign ministers with ytiur 

No man upon earth but Webster is fool enough 
to put such paradoxical nonsense as this upon 
paper. He hopes America *^ will repel all hnsiiit 

aggressions 
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aggressmns wifh a nohle eourage^^'' and yet he Iiope^ 
she ^^ ivill not h m^olved in the tvar f This is just 
'Webster's silly tinmeaning cant. But, observe, 
how exaiflly his coriespondeiit jumps with him in 
judgoient, about Americas '' throwing herself into 
*^ the arms of Enghnd^* words which the 'Squire 
has repeated, till he has wearied the very echo.^ 
The monstrous idea, with which the animal con- 
cludes, is absolutely copied from a piece, to which 
I replied about six weeks ago, in which he had the 
frantic folly to add, that, if he could have his will, 
he i2}ould make it den ill for anj man to propose a con^ 
fie^lioftj of iiNj kind, with iViy foreign nation "iZ^hat^ 
ever, 

Butj it is of little consequence^ whether he be 
the author of this detestable tissue of abominations 
or not ; we know he is tlie publisher of them, and 
that renders him chargeable with all the various 
mischief they were intended to produce, and stamps 
him^ if not the hirelings th^ vohmletr tool o[ the 
enemies of America. The wretch is abandoned by 
the Federal party, and he is preparing the way for 
shelter^ under the wings of its faes^ with whom he 
well knows nothing can be so strong a recommenda- 
tion, as having zealously decried (ireat Britain and 
all connexion with her. Fool as he is, he cannor 
bur have observed, that, to prevent every connec- 
tion of this kind^ is what the despots of Paris have 
nearest their hearts ; if they succeed in this, they 
have nothing else to fear; first or last, they will 
render these States dependant on themselves^ or 
they will divide and ruin them. 

If I am told that Webster is a T/a/ive j4merirmf^ 
and am asked what motive he can a<5t from ? I reply > 
by observing, that Bache, Greenleaf, and 
many scores that I could enumerare, are also natiz^e 
jimericans^ and I then ask, in my turn, what mo- 
tives can they aft from ? But, Webster has a stimu- 
lus, 
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los^ which none of the others have. He Is a pr&- 
Je&or^ a fanatical inventor of new sysiemSj all of 
which, one after another, have received their death- 
stroke from the literary men of Great Britain, by 
whose negleft and ridicule, his inordinate vanity 
has been so often and so severely wounded, that he 
has contratfted a spirit of revenge against the whole 
nation; and, in order to gratify thi%, though in 
the slightesit degree, lam contident he would chear- 
fully assist in reducing his country to colonies of 
France, — To some person s^ this may seem incre- 
dible; but, such persons know nothing of the in- 
fernal, unquenchable malice of a disappointed 
pedant. 



Mruly Noble. — An English paper says : " the 
Earl of Exeter has expunged from his library, and 
burnt the Works of Voltaire, Rousseau, Boling- 
broke. Abbe Raynal, Volney^ and the French 

Encyclopedia," 

I wish every body would imitate this worthy 
nobleman- These are amongst the books, which 
have produced the mischief, which now threatens 
to overwhelm the world. It would be a happy 
thing, if the accursed arc of printing could be to- 
tally destroyed, and obliterated from the human 
mind ; btit, as this cannot be done, every a6t, 
whether of individuals, or societies, that has a ten- 
dency to counteract its dreadful efFedts, nierits the 
applause of all good men. It is much to be feared ^ 
however, that the Earl of Exeter will find but few 
persons, wlio have resolution enough to follow his 
laudable example. In America, tiiose execrable 
works are very common. How alarming must it 
be, to all true friends of religion and morality, to 
see Godwms pQiiUcal Justke^ and Folnejs Rtdn^ in 

the 
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the hands of even the country youth ! In a coun- 
try where this is frequent, no public happiness can 
be of long duration ; no government, founded on 
principles of freedom^ can long exist. Universal li- 
centiousness must ensue; anarchy must follow it, 
and despotism must close the horrid career. This 
progress is inevitable. It is a wise and just senr 
tence, the fulfilment of which every nation on earth 
has, at some time or other experienced, — thai the 
licenUous^ the immoral^ and the irreligious never 
shall be frke. 



From the Boston Commercial Gazette. — "Mr.Rus- 
SEL, I observe that the Chronicle abuses the Hon, 
Mr. Goodhue^ one of the Senators of this State, m 
the Congress of the United States, for circulating 
Gefieral Washington s Letter to the President, and 
Porcupine's Gazette. If it be true that the honour- 
able gentleman did leave some of these on the road, 
he certainly is entitled to public thanks for the ac- 
tion ; but its being asserted in the Chronicle affords 
a strong presumption that it is not the case. How- 
ever, this may be, it is certain that those publica- 
tions cannot be too generally read ; and it is ho- 
ped that every friend to his country will upon every 
possible occasion, distribute them, where they 
cannot be otherwise obtained. 

" General Washington s Letter expresses an high 
approbation of President Adams, and gives his 
opinion of the infamous condu6t of the Diredtory 
towards the United States, For this reason, the 
Jacobins are anxious to suppress it, they know the 
effcdl which Mr. Adams*s answers to the different 
addresses, have had on the public mind, and they 
dread the concurrence of General Washington's 
testimony with his, against the intriguing encroach- 
ments. 
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mt^nts^ and barbarous oppressions of the French 
government But the people will no longer be 
[deceived^ they have heard of Washington's letter, 
and they will read it, they wish to know what their 
old friend says ; they can confide in the advice of 
Adams and Washington, they are convinced that 
these great and good men are real patriorsj and that 
I they have no aiiachnmits hit to their own ttative 
country, 

*^ With regard to Porcupine's Gazetis, it has been 
of great service; the editor nobly and manfully 
came forward, at a time when our prejudices in fa- 
vour of France was beyond all bounds, and point- 
ed out the danger that was to be apprehended, from 
the views of the government of that nation* He 
tJiereby exposed his property to clestruition, and 
himself and family to assassination and massacre; 
ftvith all these he was threatened ; the Jacobins knew 
he told the truth, and therefore wanted to stop his 
I mouth, or put him cut of the way ; but he perse- 
^vered, and htUl reniains a scourge to tJiem, and the 
'suppnrtcr of social order, political liberty, good 
government, and ondehled religion. If these things 
do not entitle him to public patronage, it is hard to 
say what would/' 

X do not publish the above by w^ay of puff^ for I 
stand in need of noiie ; bur to show such bitter dogs 
as Noah Webster, that men^ whose love to Ame- 
rica nobody can doubt, sec my ejftbrts and my mo- 
tives in alight quite diflcrent to them. 



Democratic Erudiiion. — At Lcxingimi (Kentucky) 
a mob a?>sembled un the 24ih of July, with a fel- 
low of the name of Fishback at tlieir head ; they 
gotpcn, ink and paper^ and to work they wentj 
^drawing w"^ rcsohv:^ tu the number of ten, amongst 
which IS ihe following one, which for sentiment as 

well 
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well as orthography, is unequalled even in the an- 
nals of American democracy. 

** Resolvd thatthar essufishunt resen too beeleev 
" and wee doe beeleev that our lecbeerte es in dain- 
*' gur and wee plege ouer selves too echeother and 
" too ouer cuntery that wee will defende um agenst 
^^ awl unconstetushonal ataks that mey bee made 
" uppon um." 

Grand discovery !• Bold patriots! Elegant wri- 
ters ! — If these sagacious and learned citizens had 
asssembled in any place, where there had been a 
single magistrate of spirit and good sense, he would 
have dispersed them by his constables, and thereby 
spared his country the disgrace, which their bar- 
barous resolves are calculated to refleft on it. If 
this Kentucky newspaper were to fall into the hands 
of a person totally unacquainted with the rest of 
America, he would take us all for a sort of savages ; 
and, in fa<ft, the Kentuckians do appear to be just 
civilized enough to be the tools of faction, and 
that's all. They are something like the wild Irish ^ 
who have every thing of the .savage about them, 
but his sobriety and sincerity. If the more civili- 
zed part of the Kentuckians do not stomach this 
comparison, let them enable us to ma^e one more 
in their favour by working a reform in the manners 
of their hordes. 

Another Specimen, — The following curious letter 
was sent to the Editor of the Fkankhn Repcdsi- 
TORY, a very valuable paper published at Cham- 
bersburgh. 

" August Q,3tr. 1798. — Sir, I wish you to withhald 
your peapers — until ferther orderrs plas to send 
mee the amount of your acount and II indever to 
send it to you — Sir as I undersand you wish to know 
the reasons of €hos who with draw their subscfip* 
: ■ tioa 
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tion from your peaper^.— ^Mine is zs — folows I hofd- 
obiurved that you haf repctedly Ca^t a'^persian^ in 
an indi^cnment Manner agenst a class of Citisens 
Coled Democrats and also in your peaper af the fif- 
teenth insent a peece against Richard Bard Esqr, 
wharin you Charge hi eh with lying misrepresenta- 
tions and other things whitch I Canot thing hee \s 
Gilty of I Cannot ^ — but think you hav been rong 
informed consarning Mr. Bard diseweading the 
peapel Who withdreW ther Subscription from yoti 
I have of larc heard him repettedly declare that he' 
never — had ane ward of conversation With even 
ane of those peaple in regard of ther Withdrawing 
ther Siibscripiions till after it was done- and he 
also Says that even, sencc those peaple has With 
drew ther Subscriptions has never spokcen one 
word With one of them in regard of ther doing so 
excepting one of them that wos at his house Shot- 
]y after hee dcd it, and informed him of it. and I 
expert that you may not find that thos peaple whoL 
Withdrew ther subscripion from tiie peapers Jeeft at ^ 
Mr Bard Will lescesy to the truth of what hee say * 
I am S y & 

" J HAMILTON" 
'' Mr. Robert Harper" 



Preshyterian Chrgy. — Though the " Pasto- 
'^ KAL Letter" of the General Assembly was 
promulgated so long ago as the 17th of May last, 
I never happened to see it till now. When I first 
cast my eyes on the title of it, in the Salem Ga* 
zette, I expedied to find under tliat title something 
like a reprobation of the tondu<5t of France, and 
more especially did I expedt this, when I found the 
letter to commence on the subject of '^ ihe extraor- 
" dmay situation of the 'world a ^ the present moment'^ 
_ I expei^ed 
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1 expec^led to see that situation traced back to its 
true cause; and the flagitious principles, which 
'have produced the awful crisis in which we axe 
placed, I expe(5led to see exposed in all their hor- 
rid deformity. 

But, what was my disappointment, when instead 
of a wholesome and striking lesson, drawn from 
this inexhausible source, I found the " Pastoral 
Letter," nothing more than a tissue of common- 
place remarks and exclamations on the follies and sins 
jof the times ; and when, instead of a pious and 
energetic call on the people, to gird on the sword of 
the Lord and of' Gideon^ in the holy cause of re- 
sistance to French plunder, sacrilege, and murder, 
I found that wicked nation not even hinted at^ ex- 
cept amongst the " formidable innovations and con- 
" vulsions in Europe /" 

To what cause ought we to ascribe this guarded 
silence respecting the hellish foe, who now threatens 
us with universal devastation ? Presbyterians are not 
remarkable for a passive submission to injuries and 
insults, any more than they are for abstaining from 
a mixture of religion and politics. I shall leave 
the reader to discover the cause of their scrupu- 
lous forbearance on the present occasion, candidly 
confessing, that it is totally out oX the reach of wiy 
capacity. 



' The Century. — The Literati of Great Britain are 
engaged in a dispute respedling the solution of the 
following problem : — irhen does the \8th Century 
end^ with the year 1799, or with the year ISOO ? 
— The contest is maintained with great warmth 
and obstinacy on both sides ; numbers of the illi- 
terate are hourly ranging themselves under the banr 
ners of one or the other, and when the last advices 
came away it was apprehended that the result would 
VOL. IX. p be 
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the very serious. — As a Britorij whose attachment to 
^his country is well known, the public must suppose, 
Fthat this alarming news has created a good deal of 
rilneasiness in my mind, and they will, I trust, rea- 
dily excuse the appeal f am about to make to their 
generosity. — The Congress having declared the 
people of America to be the most enUghfened people 
in the world, any decision of theirs must, of course, 
put an end to the dispute at once; I, therefore, 
solicit my readers to furnish me with their opinion 
on the subjecStj that I may transmit it to England, 
without loss of timCj and thereby avert the impend- 
ing conflidV, and prevent the unnecessary effusion 
of vast quantities of ink. 



Several Ant! federal publications, containing the 
mo&t false and calumnious assertions^ having lately 
appeared in the *^ Delaware and Em fern Shore Ad- 
** veriiser^^ I hereby request the Editor to send me 
no more of his papers, and I shall h6 very careful 
not to trouble him with any of mine. He may ex- 
cuse his condu<ft by the specious pretext of m/^i^r/i^- 
Uty^ and this may do with the silly and fadtiousWii-- 
MiNGTONiAKS; but fof my part, I ascribe it either 
to weakness or "wickedness^ and as ihtjool is full 
as dangerous as the rogue ^ \ wish to have a corres- 
pondence with neither* 



I 



Samuel Smith of Baltimore {commonly called 
/Af Hero op Mud Fort) completely dele&ed 
and exposed. 

CHARGE L E^^traa of a letter from Dr. TIio- 
mas J dated Frederick^ Jifi4gnst 5, l/QiA, — " Mr. Baer 
says he heard General Smith say, (when talking 
of the douceur to Talleyrand and the DireAory) 



A 
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'^ If he had been there A^ would have given 

" DOUBLE THE SUM." ! ! ! ! 

Frederick, August 5th, 3 798. — " I certify, that 
the extradls of a letter from Colonel Howard, of 
the 10th ulr. which appeared in the public papers, 
.were published without the diredlion or knowledge 
of the author. 

" I further declare, thkt the design in publish- 
ing the cxtradls or any part of them, was not from 
personal enmity to General Smith or any other 
person, nor from a desire of serving the political 
interest of any particular person, but solely with a 
view of serving the government of my country. 

"P.THOMAS.'' 

• CHARGE II.— That, while the Hero op Mud 
Fort was in Congress, his vessels and cargoes, were 
jkimished with protections hy the French 
A6ENTSHERE, in consequence of which, his property 
was secured from seizure, while that of his 

CONSTITUENTS WAS CONTINUALLY EXPOSED. 

Proof. — " I hereby certify, that in the month of 
February 1797, I sailed as master of the brig En- 
terprize, on a voyage from Baltimore — was cleared 
out for Jeremie, an English port in the island of 
Hispaniola, but my real destination was the French 
port of Cape Franqois in the said island — laden 
with flour, beef, oil, pork, and soap; — and asappears^ 
by the bill of lading, for account of Messrs. Sa- 
muel and John Smith, Samuel Smith and Buchanan, 
and John Hollins; — and that before my sailing, I 
was furnished by Mr. John Hollins, in the presence 
of Captain Joshua Barney, with a French passport 
or protection. — That Captain Barney observed at 
the time, that if I was boarded on my passage to 
Cape Franc^ois, by any armed vessels of the French 
p 2 republic. 
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republic, that I had nothing to do, but shew the 
proredlion, and they would not only see me safe 
into port, but render me all the assistance in their 
power. I do not recolledl the form of the pro- 
tection, but remember that it was signed by Pas- 
cal, secretary to the French commission at Cape 
Francois — that after my return from Cape Fraa- 
(jois, the said passport ox protedHoij, was called for 
by Mr. Hollins, and by me returned to him. 

" DENNIS PEASE." 

^^ Baltimore^ August Z\y IT gs:' 

" John C. Craft came before the subscriber, and 
madeoath ontheHoly Evangelists of Almighty God, 
that he was at the compting-house of Mr. George 
Sears when Captain Pease signed the certificate of 
his having sailed under a French passport—that 
after the certificate was signed the following .con- 
versation took place : 

*^ Captain Pease said, Mr. Sears, I hope you don't 
intend to publish that certificate, Mr. Sears an- 
swered, I shall not publish it ; but it is not intend- 
ed to put away in my desk ; it will go out of my 
hands, and I cannot say what use will be made of it; 
you need not be under any apprehensions concern- 
ing it, for if it is the truth it may be published to the 
world, — Captain Pease answered, it is as true as the 
gospel. 

"Sworn on the 6th September, 1796, 

"Before Thorowgood Smith.*' 

CHARGE III.— That the Hero of Mud Fort 
declared that^ if the French were to invade or land 
in the country as enemies^ he would not oppose theniy 

BUT WOULD RECEIVE THEM AS FRIENDS. 

Proofs. 
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Proofs. — ^^ Having been called upon to relate 
some observations of General Smith, before a cir- 
cle of gentlemen on the exchange, where I was 
present, about three years since, l! do, therefore^ 
think it incumbent on me, and a justice^ I owe to 
my fellow citizens, to declare, that General Smith 
did say, speaking of the British treaty, and the 
probability of its being the cause of a war between . 
the United States and France, " If the French 
^* were in consequence to invade or land in this coun- 
^^ try as enemies, he would not oppose, but receive 
^^ them as friends^ This I declare upon my ho- 
npur to the best of recollection, if not the very 
words, to be in substance what he then said. 

" JOHN O'bONNEL." 

^r September T , 1798." 

'^ I have had similar conversation to the above 
with General Smith, to which I replied, that in 
case of such an event as he alluded to, I hoped the 
governor of his state, or some other commanding 
officer, would come forward, as I would not be 
under his command. 

^^JAMESBARRY." 

'' September Ty' nQ%:' 

N. B. Smith was, and still is commander of the 
militia in his state. 

Thus tlve detestable conduift and the more dcH 
testable motives of this tool of France have, at last, 
been exposed to the world. — The second charge is 
that wliich ought to attract the attention of every 
one in a more particular manner, as it completely 
explains the. whole of Smith's condii6l, from the 
year 1793 10 the last session of Congress. People 
were surprised that he, who was a merchant of great 

p 3 trade. 
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trade, should speak so unftelhigly on the subjeft of 
French spoliations. Wheaever these were brought 
before the house, he treated them as a trifiej tliat 
was not worth disputing about, and still h^d the 
impudence to insist, that the spoliations of Great 
Britain, were more injujious to the country, though 
every one who heard him^ knew that they were not 
a tenth part so great in amount, I have not the de- 
bate before me, but I very Well recotleft, that, du- 
ring the extra session, he jnincd little Swanwick in 
the insolent asj^ertion, that America had suffered 
more from British^ than from French spnliatio*is ! — 
This language from a merchant deeply interested 
in the security of commerce, was a mystery which 
puzzled every one, but which his French pro- 
tections have most &ati3fa<?;torily explained to the 
meanest capacity. This discovery is a key to the 
riddle, and the poor Baltimorians now stand 
gaping at each other, like a family of chuckle -headed 
children, and wondering how they never came to 
think of It before ! 

By means of the French Peotections, Smith's 
prppetfy was always perfectly safe, while that of 
his constituents, and of other merchants in the 
country, were exposed to seizure and condemna- 
tion ; it was, therefore, his interest, that the French 
spQliafwns should conimue as long as possible^ and 
agreeably to this interest we find he voted on every 

occasion ! ! !^ -Republican Brirons, you who are 

continually howling for a reform in Pariiamenf, cease 
your clamours for a single moment and cast your 
eyes on this selfiish, this degraded, this double 
dealing representative of one of the first cities in 
America, and recoUeft, that it was the right of ge^ 
. neral suffrage^ which you are now contend mg for, 
that enabled this man to betray the interest and ho- 
pOLir of his country, 1 am far from suj. posing that 
this example will induce you to desist : on the con-. 

trary^ 
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trary, I hope it will tend to encourage you to 
proceed, and pursue your project with such earnest- 
ness, that nothing but the bayonet will be found 
capable of stopping your career. 

It was the fashion some years ago, and, with 
Webster and some others, it is so still, to decry 
the mode of election in Great-Britain and Ireland : 
but, let these half-fool, half-rogue rascals produce 
me, if they can, from amongst the members of all 
the British Parliaments, which have been called for 
a hundred years past^ a list to eqnal the follow- 
ing : . 

Lyon, Giles, 

Li vingston, Rutherford, 

Mason, Gallatin, 

2 Blounts, and 

Nicholas, Baltimore Smith. 

M^Clenachan, 

I could mention some more, who do great ho- 
nour to the system of universal suffrage ; but these 
names, together with the pretty little anecdotes rela- 
tive to each, which will at once present themselves 
to the recollection of the reader, will, I trust, be 
looked upon as sufficient for the^ present. 

Mason the Senator, and Callender the Runaway. 
— My last paper contained an account of a demo- 
cratic member of the House of Representatives : 
In this, I am about to give some anecdotes repect^ 
ing a SENATOR. 

Mason the senator is the same man, who, 
contrary to his duty and his oath^ made a premature 
disclosure of the contents of the British Treaty, 
with the evident intention of exciting a clamour 
against it, in order to prevent its final ratification. 
He has constantly, smce that time, as well as be- 
fore, been of the French faction, and has uniformly 

p 4 oppose(l 



ii6 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



opposed every measure calculated to prot;cft the. 
country against the infamous designs of the sayag^ 
despots of Paris. 

Callenber, on his arrival in America, boastec 
that he had escaped the gallows in Scotland, anc 
that his comrades were then in Newgate awaituig' 
their final doom. The wretch, with the encou- 
ragement of Jeffeeson and others, throve for, a. 
little while ; but his drunkenness^ his rascality ja 
every way, led him from den to den, and from mi- 
sery to misery, till he^ at last, took shelter under.. 
the disgraceful roof of the abandoned hireling editor 
of the Aurora; while in his employment^ he 
buried a poor, abused^ broken*hearted wife, who 
left behind her a family of ragged, half-starved 
children, to be sent to the poor-house. 

*^ Birds of a feather fock togefhery^ and CaUender 
and Mason contra<5led such a friendship for each 
other, that they were inseparable while the Senator 
was in the city. The Senator went home, but still 
hankering after his companioo, he sent an invita- 
tion for him to come and pass the summer season 
at his house in Virginia. He forgor, however^ to 
send a horse, or any thing else^ for the poor rascal 
to ride upon; he was^ therefore^ like a true vaga- 
bond , obliged to tramp it. 

The wretch has a n:iost thief- like look; he is 
ragged J dirty, has a downcast with his eyes, leans 
hiis head towards one side, as if his neck had a 
stretcli, and goes along working his shoulders up 
and down wiih evident signs of anger against tlie 
iieas and lice. 

Notwithstanding his exterior, his mnniftcent 
fmnd received him witli ail the afFeclion of a bro- 
ther; *but beiig, soon after his arrival, found 
drunk in the nriglibounng distillery, and the people 
judgmg him fiom his villainous look, suspe<fted hina 
- 1:0 !?f a felon, who had made his escape from the 

whed' 
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wheelbarrowj on the Baltimore roads, and aftually 
took him up, on that suspicion, and conducted him 
before, a magistrate, where the. scape-gai/ows 6c^ 
cjared his name, said he was a printer at Philadel- 
phia (which was a lie), that he came into Virginia 
in consequence oi' an invitation from Stevens Thom^ 
son Mason^ one of the Virginia Senators in Con* 
gress, and that he then resided at the Senator's 
house, where bis papers were lodged. 

In consequence of this declaration, Callender 
was allowed till five o'clock to produce his testi- 
monials ; and, at that hour, Mason appeared in 
his behalf, produced a certificate of his naturaliza" 
tion^ and said he was a man of a good charaBer !!! 

An account of this affair was published- in the 
Columbian Mirror^ an excellent paper published at 
Alexandria ; but this Mason did not like : shame, 
at last, came to his aid, but it came too late ; for 
it urged him to deny the account, and thereby only 
made it more generally known. He disclaimed 
his poor friend, positively insisted that he never 
appeared in his behalf ; and, by this indiscreet step, 
gave his neighbours an opportunity of proclaiming 
him for an atrocious liar, in addition to his other 
qualifications, as will be seen by the following 
pieces from the Alexandria paper. 

' Mr. Gird, 

^ As some altercation has taken place in the 
^ Mirror last week between General Mason and 
^ myself, as the author of a piece signed A. and a^ 
^ 1 wish the whole to be brought under a. single 

* view, I must request you to republish that piece, 
^ together with General Mason's reply; and the 
^ enclosed certificates from gentlemen whose cha- 
' radker will not suffer by a comparison with his. 

* From which it appears that my communication 

^ was striftljr tru^, that Mr. Masoiv ^ ^^'s,^ttAo^\^^^\^ 
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* utterly false ; and the public will decide who best 

* merits the epithet of * infamom scoundrel P While 

* General Mason ceases to praise, my character will 
^ not suffer ; nor will my feelings be hurt by any 
^ expressions which come from him. If the Bri- 

* gadicr can't brook the indignity of being pub- 
^ licly proved a liar, he shall receive fuU satisfac- 
"^ tion on application to 

* Thomas Lewis. 

^ Leeshurgy August \bth^ 1798/ 

No. I. — ^ We. the subscribers^ magistrates for 
^ the county of Loudoun, being called on by one 
' of the constables for the said county^ to examine 

* a person by him apprehended^ on suspicion of 

* having eloped from the wheelbarruw^ on the 

* Baltimore roads, who, on his examination, denied 

* being a runaway — said his name was James T^ 

* CaUender^ lately from Philadelphia, printer of 

* paper published in that city \ that he came from 
^ thence into this state (Virginia) at the particular 

* request of General Mason, at whose house he 

* then resided ; that his papers were at General 

* Mason's, and that he (General Mason) would 
' give any satisfaftion that might be required re- 

^m * spelling his chara6ler. 
^^L ' Pat'k Cavak- 

^^^K ^ Joseph Smith/ 

^^^^^ * LoiidQun ss£i* 

^^ * The above certificate was sworn to, this J3ti| 
W * day of August, 1798^ before 

^^^ ^ Samuel Murray/ 

P.J 



No, II, — ^ We, the sobscribers, being present 
when a person apprehended on suspicion of being] 
a runaway from the wheelbarrow, on the Balti- 

* more 
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* more roads, was examined before the magi st rat es, 
^ who said his name was James T. Callender^ lately 

* from Philadelphia, and Printer. That he came 
^ into the state of (Virginia) at the particular re- 

* quest of General S. T. Mason^ at whose house he 

* then resided. 

* John Jacobs, 

* John M*CormucKj 
' Jacob Moore, 
' Thos. Wilkinson/ 

' The above certificate was sworn to by the 

* subscribers, before 

P • Samuel Murray. 

jiugusf I3j 1799*' 

'^ Time being allowed Callender to procure his 
' papers, at five o^clock (the time appointed for 

* him to appear before the magistrates). Gen. S, 

* T. Mason appeared in his behalf: produced a 

* certificate of his naturalization, and said he was a 
^ man of good chara£ter. 

^ Patrick Cavan/ 

' Mr, Gird, 
' Having seen, in your paper of September 1, 

* 17983 an elaborate prod uAion of Stevens Thpm- 

* son Mason, the fighting and lying brigadier- 
^ general of Loudoun county, marked with that 

* species of language termed by ditftionarians irue 

* Biliingsgdtey I am induced to trouble you also. 

* As the magnammus general has commc^nccd in 

* that style, it may not be amiss to pursue it, though 
' unibrtunately I have no Callender to refresh my 

* memory. He (General Mason), in his via* 

* diciition, has established, instead of invalidating, 

* every one of the charges brought against him as to 
' iiis harbouring and making a bosom friend of the 

infa- 
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infamous understrapper^ of the s^ill more infammis 
tmders trapper of th French dire£fory. This bei ng 
determined, let us now take a retrospeitivc view 
of his former conduit, and by way of query. 
General Ma^on does not, and has not^ your ob- 
jections to the British treaty^ arisen froni the 
phasing circumsiance, as an honest man^ of its 
obliging you to pay large sums of money due to 
the merchants of that nation ? — Did not your 
premature disclosure of that treaty, contrary to 
your snlemn obligation, arise from a hope that 
the efforts of the sons of anarchy and misrule 
might induce tlie CKecutive not to ratify it? — 
Have not you and your brofhersj not forgetting 
Callenderjyour esteemed and worthy yoke fellow, 
ever since its ratification, been in the continued 
hab,it of abusing the constitution, the executive, 
and the majorities of both houses of Congress ? 
— Have you paid all your lawful debts ? — and 
how did you settle with your fellow patriots, 
CHngman and M*Gaw, of honest memory, for 
the barrel of rum, which, as is the case when you 
can get it, you purchased on credit ; and, after 
you had swigged it out, said it was New-England 
rum ? — Did not Cltngman make you retreat inra 
the ferry boat, and did not Georgetown shelter ^ 
you and your infamy ?^Did you ever in a 
manly and spirited manner call to account any of 
the persons who have so often made your con- 
du6l the subje(5t of animadversion ? If you dc 
not answer those queries, the public can ; anc 
the name of Joseph Smith will lose nothing by 
being compared with rhat of Stevens Thompson 
Mmnn, One proof more of General Mason's 
lave of irulh^ and a test for his courage. I atn 
credibly informed, that he has publicly as-.J 
serted that I signed the address to the President 
of the United States three several times. Now I 

« do 
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' do hereby make known and declare, that the 

* above assertion of Stevens T- Mason, Esq. sena- 
- tor of the United States^ and bngadier-general, 

* is an infamous lie, 

* Joseph Smith.* 

Was ever wretch sunk so low as this ? Was ever 
nation so disgraced by its representatives ? If this 
be a specitnen of the good effects of universal 
sujfrnge^ I believe it will iind few advocates, except 
amongs.t the dregs of mankind. 

What an infinite satisfaftion it must be to such 
men as Mason and the Heeo of Muo Fort, to 
see these accounts of themselves In my paper^ 
which they must know will bear their blasted cha- 
rafters to every distritt of America, to every island 
in the West- Indies^ to Canada and Nova- Scotia, to 
every corner of the British empire, and over 
great part of the rest of the \vorld ! 



To Feler Porcupine. — ^' Sir, you must have been 

informed, through the different newspapers of our 
city, that General Samuel Smith is a caodidale in 
opposition to James Winchester, Esq. to represent 
this distridl in Congress ; but there is one fail, to 
which you are probably a stranger, and which I 
think it my duty ro make known to you, as it can- 
not with convenience to my feelings, be comniuni- 
cated through the medium of either of our public 
papers. 

*M mean the infringement on the rights and 
liberty of the press, which hath been practised by 
General Smith, on the first commencement of \m 
offering himself a candidate, in opposition to Mr. 
Winchester J by calling on the different Baltimore 
printers, and making them promise they would not 
suffer any pieces to appear in their papers without 

* " having 
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having the- real names of the aurhors. This I call 
an infringecnentof the liberty of the press, because 
it has a tendency to check that freedom of investi- 
gation and scrutiny to which the characSter of e very- 
candidate ought to be subjeft, especially where the 
candidate has resorted to the means practised by 
our gasconading general; such as calling the peo- 
pie together himself^ and sounding to them his own 
praise, birth, fortune, bravery, and love of country^ 

*^ But J artful and designing as he has been, and 
mean and pitiful as our printers must appear in the 
eyes of the publicj in submitting to become either 
the slaves of party or the dupes of General Smith, 
whilst you are alive, and whilst you support a public 
press, I have the consoling hope, that you will as 
firmly support its freedom, and as strongly advocate 
the liberty of the press, as you will support the 
independence of our country and the government 
thereof. 

** In cffeiJIing this objeft with our printers, the 
general must have contemplated two great ends, 
either to bring those men of reputation and cha- 
radler forward, who might oppose his election as 
objefts of resentment and marks to be aimed at by 
the whole host of Baltimore Jacobins, who in their 
charafters could not be rendered more filthy by 
being daubed — or deter those opposed to him ia 
sentiment from opposing his eleftion, and from 
diclosing his past conduct and his future hopes. 
I therefore beg, through the channel of your inde- 
pendent paper, to make known to the people at 
large a few sketches of the past conduct of our 
heroic gasconading Brigadier, that such of his con- 
stituents aa are in the habit of reading your paper 
may behold him in his most shining colours ; viz. 

" His well-known fondness for clandestine com- 
merce, and his frequent practice of packing quarter 

casks 
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casks of ..^npowder m the middle of flour barrels, 
and shipping them as barrels of flour to the French 
ports in the West-Indies. 

" His declaring about the time that French de* 
predations commenced with vigour, against the 
commerce of America, that if the French were-to 
land in an hostile way, at North Point, he would 
not oppose them. 

*' His advising and recommending to some of 
the militia companies of Baltimore, to assemble 
and pay a congratulatory salute to the French Com- 
modore Barney, at his lodgings, several days after 
he had arrived in Baltimore, and which was accor- 
dingly done/ 

" His handsome provision contrail entered into 
with Commodore Barney, for supplying the French 
troops at Cape Francois, whilst he. General Smith, 
was a member of Congress. 

" His obtaining from Commodore Barney, French 

grotedlions, signed by Santhonax, Raymond, and 
ascal — to cover the property of himself and his 
friends, from being captured by the armed vessels 
and privateers of the French republic, when he 
was shipping the said property, and clearing it out 
for British ports, and making insurance agamst sea 
risk only. 

" His strenuously advocating the French cause, 
and the Jacobin party in Congress, at the same 
time, when he was carrying on the above trade and 
pra6tices. 

"His gasconading harangues, at the different 
battalion meetings in Baltimore county, boasting of 
his acquired wealth, his bravery, his military and 
commercial abilities, and his love for the people, 
&c. 

" His unequalled efirontery in giving the lie to 
the certificates produced by Col. Howard, Col. 
O'DonncU^ and Mr. Barry, and afterwards his ac- 
knowledge- 
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knowledgement of the fafls by them stated, *by ad- 
mitting the charges to be positively true- 

" His illiberal abuse lavished out against those 
who have opposed his efeftion, or exposed the in- 
consistency of his character. 

^* His unparaUeled shiftlngs and twistings, in 
avoiding to answer in the aifirmarive* the question 
repeatedly put to him, " Are you, General Smithy 
" a decided friend to the government of the United 
" States^ and its administration, and will you firmly 
" support the Constitution T' 

*^ His late effort to secure his interest in the 
country, by going to a country church, and put- 
ting thirty dollars in the box thereof- — a hand- 
some douceur in a remote and poor part of the 
country. 

*' This sketch of a few of General Smith's tricks^ 
you will be pleased to give a place in your impar- 
tial paper, for the benefit of the unwary, and the 
detection of Jacobinism, and oblige 

'' A REAL AMERICAN." 

'' Bahimore, SepL 18, 1798" 



Copies of Original Letters^ recently wriUen by Per- 
sons in PariSf to Dr. Priestley, in jimericay 

taken on Board of a Neutral FesseL 

PREFACE* 

London^ May 14 ^ 1708* 

The letters of which the following are literal 
copiesj were found on board of a Danish ship *, 



The Christiana, Nicholas Albosted, Maeten 

lately 
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lately brought iiito one of bur ports, by the Dia- 
mond Frigate. The originals were inclosed in a 
cover directed to " Dr, Priestley^ in Arn^riea^ 
They have been exhibited, with the usual attesta- 
tions, in the High Court of Adririralty, ^s part of 
the evidence in the proceedings against the above- 
mentioned ship, and her cargo, an'd are now re- 
maining on record,, in the public registry of that 
court. Their authenticity is, therefore, placed be- 
yond a dispute, and may be personally ascertained 
by any man who chuses to take that trouble. 

These letters relate almost exclusively to public 
matters ; and their contents must be deemed inte- 
resting to every man who has a stake in the welfare 
of his country, or of any other civilized nation. 
Of the situation of the writers, and of the means 
of their information, little need be said ; because 
the letters themselves speak sufficiently to those 
points. Mr. J. H. Stone is the brother of the per- 
son, acquitted about two years ago on a charge of 
carrying on a treasonable correspondence with 
France, in conjunction with one Jackson, who was 
convifted at Dublin, on a similar accusation. Mr. 
Stone has been settled at Paris ever since the revo- 
lution ; he is the friend of Priestley and Talley- 
rand, and is intimately conne6led with Citizen 
Gallois''''. Of the lady nothing need be said, be- 



"^ This is the same Gallois who was lately sent over here by 
the Directory, on the pretence of negotiating the exchange of 
prisoners. It was soon found that he had nothing to propose oa 
this subject } and his conduct, intercourse, and connections^ 
proving that his business was of a very different nature, he 
was ordered to reside at some distance iVom London 3 upon 
which he immediately quitted the country, although his pre- 
tended business did not require his residence in town; but^ 
might as easily have been carried on in any other place, as in- 
deed the fact had proved in the instance of Mr. Swinburn, who 
for many months was not sulfored tc^ coiue to Paris. 

VOL. IX. a yond 
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yond what is publicly knowiij or what these leN 
ters will supply. Nor do the charafter and princi- 
ples of Dr. Priestley require any illustration, any 
more than the nature of his prophecies, on the 
faith of which he is invited, by Mr. Stone, to re- 
turn and fix his residence in England, '^ Such as 
" England will THEtf be." A recommenda- 
tion with which the Do6lor may possibly not yet 
think it prudent to comply. 

The papers themselves abound with matter of 
the most serious reflexion. Volumes of commen- 
taries might be written on such a text. If the ani- 
mosity of these apostate Englishmen against their 
own country, their conviflion that no submis- 
sions will avert our danger^ and their description 
of the engines employed by the Dire6lory for our 
destruftion, were impressed, as they ought to be, 
upon the minds of all our countrymen, we should 
certainly never again be told of the innocent de- 
signs of these traitors, or their associates j — We 
should hear no more declaimers, or pamphleteers, 
calling out for peace, which even dishonour can- 
not purchase j — We should no longer see men of 
any rank or description amongst us a*£ling, in this 
hour of danger, as Mr. Stone describes the Di- 
reflory to aft, and fiaitering every passion atid 
every frejudive^ in order to disunite the people bJ 
England from their Government, 

Nor is it to us alone, that these instrudVivc les- 
sons are addressed, llie pidure which these letters 
exhibit of what has already past in Europe, and the 
^prophetic statement of what is yet to come, are 
calculated (if any thing can yet do it) to rouse the 
apathy of tliose surrounding governments, whose 
ruin is fast approaching. ^Jliey will find here every 
feature and lineament of the true Jacobin charafter. 
They will see the philosophical indiiFerence with 
which Mr, Si-one views the misfortunes of others, 

provided 
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provided they contribute to support his systems ; 
— his tranquil and contented acquiescence in the 
punishment of his friends and accomplices^ con- 
demned to an exile much worse than deaths for 
crimesj of which he says no man of common sense 
(even among their judges or their accusers) thought 
them guilty ; — his insulting display of all the piU 
Jage, proscription, and massacre, which his princi- 
ples have produced within so few years; — a preiiy 
d^c^nt progress^ as he calls it, wifkm so shor^ a 
time I — 

" A vjQfld of woes dispatched in liUk spacer 

his exultation in the overthrow of peacefi.1l and un- 
offending governments; — his triumph over the de- 
vastation of free, and happy countries ; — the de- 
light with which he contemplates millions of his 
fellow creatures reduced to the most degrading sla- 
very, and groaning under the yoke of the lowest 
and the worst of mankind ;— and last, but most of 
all^ the rapacious and sanguinary joy with which 
he enumerates the fresh kingdoms and empires de- 
voted to the same destruftion — closing the bril- 
liant prospeft with the view of his own great, glo- 
rious, and flourishing country, torn by intestine 
discord, desolated by the ravages of a relentless 
and savage enemy, and sinking under the utmost 
extremities of human misery ! 

We who are not yet enlightened by this philoso- 
phy, which tolerates every thing except Christiani* 
ty, and feels for every thing but human happiness^ 
believe and trust that there is yet a Providence who 
watches over the fate of empires — just and power- 
ful to confound the devices of these profligate 
THAiTORs, and to turn to their own destru<flion 
the blow which is aimed at our existence. 



a 2 Parisj 






All 

Parts, l2tkFek 1798, T^S Pluviose,6 Year.) 

DEAR SIR^ 

Although it is now a very considerable time that 
we have not had the pleasure of hearing immedi- 
ately from you yourself; yet, cither by way of 
England, or by citizens coming from America, wc 
are seldom for a long time without tidings of a more 
or less particular nature concerning you. The last 
we received from a young Frenchman, who tells 
us, that he has been particularly acquainted with 
you, and rejoiced us with the agreeable informa- 
tion^ that at the peace yon would not fail to revisit 
Europe ; and that he hoped you would fix your- 
self in this country. Whether you fix yourself 
here or in England (as England will then be), is 
probably a matter of little importance^ except to 
your friends^ who will naturally be anxious to have 
you each where themselves are fixed \ but we all 
think that you are misplaced where you are, though, 
no doubt, in the way of usefulness^* however the 
sphere may be diminished. As you have now afriend 
on the Continent who can discuss this point with 
you better than myself, I leave it to his and your 
meditation, and enter on other matters. 

I presume that you are not so far removed from 
, the centre of the political world, in your retreat at 



• Br, Priestley is in the way of usefulness in America, be- 
cause he is labouring there, a^ liitr associaies are in Kuropc, lo 
disunite the people from their government, and tt> iutroduce 
the blessings of French anarchjr. But the^ spht^re is too cunil- 
ned for his exertions. To produce the misciy of f^atr or fire 
millions of men who have afforded Jiirn hospitality and pro- 
tcAlon^ and to maUt: the Western world the scene of dt'^ola- 
tiorj and confusion, is a result good ns far as it goes, but hard- 
Jy worth the labours of this gf eat Prophet and Phi loaop tier! — 
^stuat infehs, angusto Uaiite mundi. 

Northum* 
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Northumberland, * as not to be duly informed of 
the principal events that are passing in Europe, al* 
though you may not know much of the detaiU 
You will of course have heard that our old oovm- 
TRY is now the only one left to struggle against the 
French Republic, and left under every disadvantage^ 
that every friend to her real welfare would wish; 
namely, 4n a very fair way of accomplishing your 
prophetic discourses, delivered at various times, 
;ind divers manners, of which happily they took no 
account. 

You will have heard of the vast armaments and 
preparations of every kind which have been making 
for some months past, and which are carrying for* 
ward with all that energy and activity which cha-» 
ra<5lerizes this nation, when they have a purpose 
in hand which they must go through, cost what it 
will. Of its cost they are well aware-f-, and I 



^ In America, the place of Do^or Priestley^s residence. . 

f This passage may serve to confute the foolish notion that 
France, if unable to subdue us, is able to wear us out by a 
content of expense. The expenditure of France, little if at 
all inferior to ours, is drawn from the bowels of a totally ex- 
hausted, country, without any means of external aid. Our 
Davy by the protedion of a continually increasing commerce, 
and by the consequent extension of agriculture and manufac* 
tures, contains within itself the principle of its own supply* 
Nor is it probable that any member of the French government 
can even form an idea of the extent q{ our resources, when 
animated and called forth by the spirit which now prevails ip 
England. 

It may indeed be doubted, notwithstanding Mr. Stone's as» 
sertion, whether the Directory have yet learnt what the attempt 
will cost them, unless they have begun to calculate it on the 
scale of Marcou. 

A famous Turkish general having after a siege of two months, 
and a loss of eight thousand men, taken the fort of St. £lmo, 
an inconsiderable fortress of Malta, exclaimed : " If this be 
** the price of the daughter, what will the mother cost us ?** 

Q 3 should 



* 
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should make use of a ternij very insignificant in 
the expression J if I said they were only enthusias- 
tic to put their projedls in execution, they are so i 
earnest in it as if their existence herej and their 
eternal welfare depended on the triaU—The inva-- 
sion of England is a denree of merchandize of th« 
first necessity for them, and I should doubt whe* | 
ther any concession on the part of England could 
now avert the experiment : whether it will be a fatal 
one to its government, time only can determine, la 
the Dfiean time the government here are putting m 
work every engine, attempting to engage every pas- 
sion, to enlist every prejudice, nevertheless always , 
anxious to discriminate between the government ( 
and the people, flattering the one, as much as 
they profess to execrate the other,* 

While this last a£l of the French drama of this 1 
eventful struggle is taking place, the republic hafj 
been playing a few interludes in various parts or 
Europe. You have heard of the destruftion of the^ 
government of Venice, of the regeneration of that 
of Genoa, of the constitutional fermentation of 
the Cisalpine republic ; — the neiVs of the present 
period is the fall of the papal power, the posse ssiori 
of Rome by the French troops on account of the ' 
late massacre-)", and the formation of this country 

into 



* The preface has already pointed out this passage to (he at- 
tention of all Englishmen. It contains the summary of all j 
that wc ever could have to fear in this countryp But the game J 
is no longer concealed — the disguise is gross and manifest. Ve-J 
nice, Genoa, and Switzerland^ have taught us all to esiimafftl 
the value of French fraternity. No artiticei^ employed by France^ | 
no language used in this country, from whatever quarter it j 
may come, wiil now divide the people from their govern^ 
mentp ^ 

t Nothing is more curious in the history of Jacobinism tbaa 
its phraseology* Are prisoners, women, priests, and children » 
bnlchered by ihotisanda at a time, in cold tdood, and wilh 

every 
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into a new government under the hame,of the Ro* 
man republic. In Tike manner as tfae;|l%nch'iroops 
are now employed in pulling down the chief spigri'i' • 
tual power in one part, another portion is oc(H^9ifeKl 
in overturning the genius of aristocracy in ihok 
Swiss Cantons, each of whith, under, the ififlu- 
ence of the French republic, are busied in destroy- 
ing their present tyrannic oligarchies, and melting 
the whole into an Helvetic republic, Ibtinded on 
the basis of the Rights of Man, with a representa- 
tive government. Of the nature of their past go- 
vernments, and the abuses which they contain, you 
will have d pretty just idea, if two volumes in octa- 
vo, of a View of Switzerland, written by Miss. H. 
M. Williams, and now publishing in London, shall 
happen to fall into your hands.* The spirit of 
equality, which has retraversed the Alps, has also 
entered the Rhine. The province of Suabia, is in 



every aggravated circumstances of cruelty? These are calle4 
Revolutionary incidents, ebullitions of popular zeal. But 
if, by the just resentment of a people whose religion he is in- 
sulting, and whose government be is labouring to overthrow, 
a Jacobin should perish in a riot of his own exciting, this be- 
comes a massacre, for which no satisfaction will suifice, short 
of delivering over a whole nation to pillage and proscription, to 
anarchy and aiheism. 

* This passage affords a curious commentary on the work 
here mentioned, which in principle and sentiment, can only be 
illustrated by the conduct of ihf^ female Patriots', who, aftt r 
the massacre of the lOth of August, stripped and mutilated the 
carcasses of the Swiss troops, who had thrn (as their brctliren 
have since) fallen, in the discharge of their duty, and in the 
defence of a just cause. It must here be observed, that the 
unceasing industry with which the English press is loaded with 
libels on every established government, and on the whole state 
of society in Europe, under the form of novels, voyages, letters, . 
and anecdotes, is one of those signs of the times (as Mr. Stone 
calls them) which most deserve the attention of those who wibh 
well to morality and public order. 

Q 4 insurrection 
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insurrection in divers places, and though troops arc 
inarching to endeavour to suppress it, we expect to 
hear that the contagion spreads more rapidly. The 
stare of the empire is such, especially among the 
little provinces, as to encourage this spirit of revolt. 
France at present treats the whole so much de baut 
enbas^ that the people can present but few senti- 
ments of respect when they see their governors 
treated with so much contempt,* 

The Congress assembled at Radstadt, continue to 
objeA to the limits of the Rhine, as the boundary 
of the French Republic ; but as there is so much 
force on the one side, and so little reason on the 
other, it is easy to decide how the matter will be 
arranged. At present, the Rhine is the boundary ; 
the Court of Vienna has consented to the cession, 
having no personal interest to the contrary; and 
the King of Prussia has aftually given up the pro- 
vinces of Cleves and Guelders, and whatever other 
territory he held on this side the river. If, there* 
fore, tlie Princes do not yield with a good grace, 
to the present secularization, they will be compelled 
to a still greater ; and, probably at this moment, it 
is finally and irrevocably determined, that the whole 
Ecclesiastical part of Germany shall be secularized. 

What compensation the King of Prussia receives, 
is not yet decided on — it is probable, he will have 
Hanovefj if arrangements can be taken without 
hurting the interests of the neighbouring friendly 
powers, but nothing is yet finally settled in that 
quarter- 



^PP * No Beniiment can be inore just. It would be well if e?ery 

■ pvertiment in Europe were impressed with this opinion. The 
I kte display of the iricojor flag at Vienna, proves, amoDg a 

■ ^houaatid oiher instances, how auentive the Direaory is to ihc 

■ principle on which the remark Is grounded. 

f Whatever 
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Whatever can tend to humble the English go- 
vernment, is most anxiously sought after, in what- 
ever shape the mode of opposition presents itself. 
The only, or almost the only outlet for English 
merchandize, is the port of Hamburgh. The 
French, who have at present long arms, have 
stretched out one of their fingers towards that town, 
and have, as wc understand, even laid it on. We 
expect to hear every post, that the port is shut 
against the English, and that the English merchan- 
dize, which is emmagazined there, to the amount 
of three or four millions, is confiscated *. What 
the fate of these petty oligarchies in the North will 
be, is yet uncertain : whether these towns, such as 
Hamburgh, Embden, Franckfort, will remain as 
they are, under the great changes operating in the 
Empire ; or, whether they will be amalgamated 
with some other territory-f-, and till the general day 
of deliverance arrives, which, according to the 
signs, does not appear to be at a very great dis- 
tance. 

Of those ancient and regular governments that 
will soon fall, Spain seems determined to take the 



'* The reader must not imagine that, because this predidiou 
has not yet been verified, it is therefore a proof of ignorance in 
the writer. It is known to many persons, that this projedk was 
actually decided upon by France, and that its execution was 
prevented only by the fear of opposition from those continental 
powers, the ruin of whose oommerce was involved in the conse- 
quences of such a measure. 

f Such is the nature of the acquisitions which the Directory 
encourages the Princes of Germany to make at ihe expense of 
their neighbours. They are to be annexed to their territories 
only for the present, and till ibe general deliverance arrives. A 
spirit of justice or wisdom, is said to have influenced ihe two 
great powers of the Empire, to reject these poisoned gifts, and 
to refuse to lend themselves to tlie accomplishnieni of such ini- 
quitous and dangerous projects. May this be the symptom of 
retutniog reason on other points not less important ! 
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kad. E^ery thing internal is big with revolution, 
according to all the accounts which travellers of 
observation and veracity bring us from thence. 
In addition to this^ the French govcrntnent are ori^ 
the point of demanding very serious explanation,! 
whyj during a year and a half of hostility wirM 
England, Spain has been more sedulous to lielj 
the common enemy, than aid the interests of her 
ally, the French Republic, it is not very doubtful, 
that one of rhe interludes before alluded to, will be 
the march of an army across the Pyrenees, through' 
Madrid to Lisbon, unless the demands made by the 
French government^ be instantly complied with,, 
which are said to be the delivery of the Spanish ^ 
Fleet into the hands of the French, to be put under 
the direction of French officers, and the invasion 
of the kingdom of Portugal by the Spanish troops. 
In this alternative, it seems that Spain is placed, 
trembling on every side for her present political' 
existence, and with good reason to tremble. If* 
these two governments, which will then form one, 
be also revoluiionized, a considerable portion of 
longitude and latitude in Europej will take tlie 
republican system, and we shall have made prriiy 
deceti^ progress^ considering the little space of time 
we have had to operate in, and the obstacles we 
have hitherto met with, which are at present con- 
siderably removed. 

Amidst these changes without, you will, no 
doubt, be surprised to hear ot an unexpected 
change, that takes place from time to time, with- 
in. You will have trembled for our Constitution, 
and probably felt some ahnn fur liber iy on tlie 
events of the rSth Fructidor ; you will have felt 
similar d'tsagreeabk smmtiom^ in hearing of the 
late arrests of the deputies in Holland. These are 
events, no doubt, very distressing \ but unfortu- 
nately we are so placed as to be obliged to commit 

one 
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one evil to avoid an accumulatioti * ; no one pre- 
tends thai either those men, at least the immense 
majority of them, who have been sent from time 
to time to Ca3Tnne, or the Dutch deputies now 
tinder arrest, are enemies either to Liberty or their 
respective Republics j no one of fommon seme enSer- 
tains ibis opinion : knowing many of this conquered 
party intimately, I can aver, that they have left 
hone behind more pure in manners^ or more de- 
cided in favour of repubUcan liberty. But^ unfor- 
tunately, those of France suffered rheir personal 
passions to interfere with their political duties, and 
they lent unwittingly their aid ro ihose who wished 
to crush the Republic, while their only aim was to 
crush the men in power, whom they considered as 
usurpers^ and whom they hated. The men in 

power WERE TOO WELL VEHSED IN REVULUTJONS 

not to amalgamate their own personal enemies with 
those of the state ; and, hence arises the expedition 
to Cayenne- Take tlie inverse; suppose the con- 
quered party had triumphed^ we should have either 
an interminable civil war^ or lloyahy, if it were 
possible for this exploded system to return, would 
have been restored. These exiles would themselves 
have been the first victims of their own operations. 
In Holland, these deputies confirmed the govern- 
ment; in France, the guvernmeni: overthrew the 
opposition^ then the opposition overthrew the go- 
vernment. The government of HoUand, though 
indebted for its political existence to France, has 



* The invariable progres:i of guilt \ The consequences of mw 
crime produce die nccrssify of atiothtr, till Jt kugih a silualion 
arj&eB, from which there U no receding ; bat, where the cnllpua 
conscience, even of ihe most jiungui nary Democrat^ feels remorse 
and horror. 

FaciUs d^censns avcrni, 
bed revocarc gradum 1 



256 



GAZETTE SELECTIONS, 



all along shewn a mosi misplaced spirU of independ- 
ence \ and altbough the restitution of its colonies 
seemed the only barrier to a peace with England^ 
has manifested a considerable degree of tarditiess to 
join in the operations against that power. The im- 
prudent and ever-suspedled condudl of the govern- 
ment, in sending out the fleet to be taken by the 
English J and the reluctance they have shewn to 
come to any constitutional settlement, on the basis 
of equality, such as it is now generally understood, 
has led the French government to lend its hand tc 
the party of the opposition, who were more com- 
plying, and the government has changed its hands.. 
It was not difficult to foresee that this event, or a , 
similar would take place. I had occasion to notice, 
during a short visit I made this last summer at 1 
Hague, that cordiality between the two govern- 
ments, would not be of very long duration ; and, 
oftentimes they were told by M, Noel, the French 
ambassador, as he himself informed me, that un-* 
less they would defer iheir extreme love of indepemi* 
ence to a more convenient season^ and join more 
heartily with the French government in its great 
plan, they would rue the consequence*, which the 
event has justified. It is happy, however, that 
these evils are not out of the reach of repair — the 
peace will, no doubt, restore every thing to its ori- 
ginal position. 

In the mean while, every thing within, is in a 
state of the most perfeft tranquillity. The public 
force has compressed the attempts both of Jacobins 
and Royalists, and there appears no kind of reason 
for supposing, that we shall have any more of theses 
civil movements at present. The country, so far as 1 




* This is the people wbom France professed lo deliver from ' 

the yoke of England f 

respciils 
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respecSls its domicile state, is more advantageously 
situated than any other in Europe. Agriculture 
was never so much^ the rage, and manufadlures, 
hut for the great encouragement given to English pro^ 
duce^ would have been equally thriving. Every 
thing in this country is as cheap agam as in Eng- 
land ; bread is from a half-penny to three farthings 
a-pound ; meat from three pence to four pence, 
and other articles in proportion *. The difference 
of expense, will no doubt make France the resi- 
dence of vast numbers at the peace, independent 
of its other attra6lions, such as i:s being the centre 
of every thing that is sublime and elegant in the 
arts. . The spoils of Italy are on their way to Paris. 
There will be colledled in one point of view, espe- 
cially since the late events at Rome, all that for- 
merly attracted the visits of travellers to various 
parts of Italy. The government is also solicitous 
to make the best cisc of the treasure which it posses- 
ses, by consrrucfting museums, academies, walks ; 
and, by enumerating the public promenades and 
gardens, recal, as far as possible, the brilliant, 
scientific, and literary seras of the Grecian re- 
publics. 

If there is any thing that meets with discourage- 
ment from government in this country, that refers 
to public instruction, it is the remains of the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion, which, with all the letters 
and laws of tolerance, which have been passed, has 
not been able to raise itself up- from under the 
crush of the interdidt, which the combined powers 
of philosophy and terror have laid on it. You 
have heard, no doubt, of the new se<St which now 



^' The falsehood of this assertion hardly deserves refutation. — 
Everyone knows that in such a comparison, theqiiwility, as well 
as the Doraioal price of the articles^ must be considered. 

has 
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has usurped every church in Paris^ under the nama 
of Theophilanthrophism. This se6l is prohibitec 
by the government; but it is in the hands of ig- 
norant men, who do not know how to use th< 
weapons that are put into their hands. They are^ 
however^ for the most part well intcntloned ; ani^ 
were they the means of information^ would pro- 
bably make good Christians. Nothing is read herc^ 
on these subjefts; because, nothing is wrote. We 
have seen nothing but Mr. Paine's Age of Reason ; 
of which an immense edition in French was pub- 
lishedj and not twenty copies were sold. 1 am. 
told, he has also been rejccEVed from the society 
of the Theoph i Ian th ropes, on the charge of into- 
lerance- They have, at least, refused his offers of I 
public instruction. Some atheistical tracts have I 
been pubHshed, which have been little attended to^ | 
and the mind is floating at present, not knowing oa' 
what ground to repose, unwilling to reject the 
Christian religion, and yet ignorant how to distia^ 
guish the wheat from the chatE 

Our national institute goes on, reading and ptjb- 
lishing, and has just appearance of activity, though 
nothing of very considerable importance has been 
done since its formation, I believe I mentioned to 
you in my last letter, that Favery is about to pub- 
lish a History of Chemistry, or, at least, is busily 
employed in writing, in the mode, as I understand, 
from himself, of your History of Optics and Elec- 
tricity, I have a packet of books done up for you, 
at a bookseller*s i but the hopes of seeing you in 
France, hindered me from sending them at the pe- 
riod I might have sent them, and now it would be 
extremely hazardous, since all American vessels are 
made prizes, and there is no security of convey- 
ance ; nevertheksSj if I find a fortunate opportu- 
nity, I shall send them, for I fear that we shall yet 
delay to see you here. 

Whether 
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Whether we shall continue or increase our hosti- 
lities towards the United States, is as yet uncertain ; 
all depends on the great operation directed against 
England *. If that succeeds^ English influence 
will probably not predominate amongst you. Iri 
the mean time, it is most likely that the French 
will go on as at present, treating wkh as Utile cere- 
mony as usual every thing that relates to America* 
John Adams's speech on the opening of Congress 
caused a few smiles ; the more so, as it was under- 
stood to be a speech full of thunder and menace 
against France. Nothing is wanting but the inter- 
position of some upright and patriotic citizen, to 
settle-f- the misunderstanding; but I fear il will 
noi be done in John Adams's time. 

I inclose a note for our friend M. B. P, ; but as 
ignorant of the name he bears at present among 
you, I must beg you to seal and address |t* We 
have he^rd nothing of him since his departure, and 
know but vaguely that he is secreted at present 
at Kennebeck. Mr, Skip with has promised that 
a letter shall be conveyed safely to you ; I have 
therefore taken the opportunity of writing you 
a triple letter i and but for fear of wearying your 



« Mr Stone'a opinion oti this pomt i.<i not singular. There 
are few persons in Europe or Amenra who do not now fec-l ihat 
their exifitencc depends on our safety, if more at>3tiply h ru>t 
eic pressed on (Ue subject by furfignerji, \\ proceed:* fruni the 
confidence wLich otir fleets* inspire, and to wliicli ihey are well 
entitled. We, for our pnrr, have a stronger groui^d of confi- 
dence — a confidence in ou us elves, 

f If re poll is to be credited » the Dircftgry were by no means 
averse lo s^nk the muumUnUitd'mg In the usual mode^ of tlie 
pEiriicGlar* of which RL d AniUjo, and oihtr negotiaior.% who 
Iwve treated peTsanally wiih ihtrn, can give a vtry accurate 
account, pmvided they are out uf ihe reach of a mandai J'arrrL 
What pity that no upright and patriolic citizen coidd be found 
to comply with this upright and ^alriutk demand ! 

patience^ 
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parience, so much multiplied are events, I could 
iill half a dozen more. The History of the events^; 
in France of the last year you will find pretty 
largely detailed in the New Annual Register*, to 
which my present is a kind of supplement ; buc 
we hope that you will not long delay to be a fel- 
low-witness of them with ourselves. I remain^ 
with sentiments of the highest respeft, 

Your very faithful 

And sincere friend, 

J. H. STONE. 



MY DEAR SfK, 

A very safe conveyance, by a friend of Mr* 
Skipwirh, having presented itself, I have taken 
occasion to address something like a packet to Dr, 
Priestley, and shall also take the same opportunity 
uf sending a few lines to yourself We rest in 
faith, that you are safe and sound on some portion 
of the grcac Continent ; but in what sign of the 
Zodiack, we are as ignorant as if you were in the 
moon. We ha\ e heard nothing of you, or from you, 
direilly or indirectly, since your departure ; and, 
according to all appearance, shall have nothing from 
you tilt your return. I suppose, at least, you are 
within the knowledge of human eventSj which are 
passing so rapidly around us^ as to furnish you with 
SLifficK-nt fuod for mcdi tation even in yourretreat. You 
will, no doubt, be a little surprised, and not a little 
pleased, to know that there exists two such powers 
in the world as the R^mau Repubtk and the Heiv^* 




* Tills reference is very characterisdc of llie principles and 
vifWi which bavc linifornit}^ tUrtcud dn^pubiicatioD hercmtn- 



iidn 
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ihn Republic^ one and indiyisible. These opera^ 
tions are now taking place with great celerity ; 
and, I suppose, it will not be loDg before you will 
hear of an Iberian Republic, ofaLusItanian Repub- 
licj &c. &c* &c. In short, the political world rolls 
so rapidly, that we scarce have time to look around 
'us, and admre the revolution of one spotj before 
we are called off to look after another, Turkey is 
not exempt from the contagion. The Grecian 
States have felt the influence of the general insur- 
redlion^ and both the northern and southern states 
in Europe, of this empire, are in a state of rebel- 
Jioua combustion. You will aUo have been much 
surprised to have seen the history of our internal 
rebellions, since your departure — the promotioa 
and exile of Barthelemy^ — the promotion of Tal- 
leyrand, and his remaining in place*. — ike mission 
of our friend Gallois, &c. With respeil to the 
events of the ISth Frudtidor, you have, no doubt, 
from your very intimate knowledge of the politics 
of this country, drawn the just conclusions. It 
has been a happy event for the country, and at-* 
tended with the happiest consequences. Regret 
no doubt that these individual evils take place, but 
incalculable evils have thereby been avoided i for 
though the conquered party hab no view 
AGAINST THE REi'UBLJe, yet the host^ of emi- 



l^^^^l 



hU \h jusUy ST a ted* Tlie promotion (as ^t is called ) of a 
noblcj a priest, a bj^hop, and an etriigr^, to be one of the minia- 
t<5rs of the Dsrttdoiy, njigtvt well surprises person who bad pro- 
bably seea and conversed ^viili T.Jkyrand in America, To 
be promoted and ihfn exiled » is not indeed matter of tnocli 
surprise ; but to be promoted and to remain tor any considera- 
ble lime in pkict h^s not happened to xiny Revolutionist yer, and 
we believe it nt ver will : r hough Mr, StOTie telja m that Talley- 
rand no conducts himself as to make his place respedtable, and 
to ensi^rehjs continuance in it, — ^Two things which do notseenn 
very consii^tent, v/hen applied to tJie aituation of a Minister 
q£ ihe French Dire^ory. 

VOL. IX. K graoti 
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I grants and royalists^ armed afid prepared for a£lionj 
ivhich at that time filled Paris^ relied on this party 
I for their sopport. 

The government since has conduced itself with 
[great prudence and moderation^ considering the 
circumstances in which it was placed. It has, 
however, taken a firm* and is likely to 

• meet with no more disturbances. The minister who 
has the greatest influencej and who throws a lustre 
over the rcst^ is the Citizen Talleyrand. He ao con- 
ducts himself, as not only to make his place respec- 
tablcj but so as to Insure his comi nuance in it. We 
arc also good friends — I see him now and then at 
his hotel, and once or twice he has done me the 
honour of a visit. On occasions, which some day 
in the history of events I may tell you> he conti- 
nually enquires for you, and be^s hi^s best remem- 
brances- The great aitor is the Dire£tor Merlin-^ 
he was at our house the day before yesterday^ and 
We renewed oor acquaintance. 

The person who goes out next month is Franqois 
de Neutchitcau'f^, and his successor will be named 
in consequence of a new regulation by the present 
legislator : so that the same spirit will continue to 
direct operations as before. The police is very 
strong and aftive ; — many towns in the South 
Army (among which Lyons) are put en iiat dn 
sU'geXj and e^er)i^ measure has been taken to repress 
the spirit of fanaticism and royahyj which, without 
the iSth Fru<ftJdor^ would have overturned the 

* Not legible, 

t This la the irue system of a consiitnUonal rotation of oiicc 
by iot, when the person on whom the bt is to fall is known, 
and declaredj three months bt-fore the dice are cast. Since thi» 
wau wriuen, it is rtportcd, that these great men have quarrelled 
abuvit vlie price of ihh political swindling, and that ihey art oil 
to Btand their lot except Merlin. 

J Obterve the picture drawn by these conspirators of the coun- 
try in which thry UVc/and which they Bay is in its domestic state 
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Republic^ or plunged it into the horrors of civil 
war and confusion. 

Your convert is very busy in colle&ing over the 
remains of his tottering faith ; the good man ha^ 
just written a letter to the Grand inquisition of 
Spain, which, translated into Spanish, is to be dis* 
tpibuted in that country. Spain is not very ht 
from a revolution, and it is likel/ that these lattef 
events will take place before the English expedi- 
tion, for which immense preparations are niaking. 
Of the revolution of Switzerland you will see the 
accounts in the public papers. Our friend Le 
G^and is preparing a constitution for the hew re-^ 
public. Ochs has been very officious lit this h^ 
siness, and has been here shewing himself off as ' 
the sole and great regenerator of his country. 
However, the thing is done; and the three-co- 
loured flag, with William Tell's hat, has displaced 
the* on the Council House of BeVne. 

You will probably see Miss W's. two volumes of 
Travels by the time this reaches you. 

And now a few words on domestic affairs. The 
manufadlory of which you laid the corner stone is 
now finished, and forms one of the finest establish-* 
mcnts in France. — But it has been subjedl to many 
mutations ^ncc you left us : — Mr^ Parker, for ins- 
tance, has met with such a reverse of fortune, that 
he has not been able to pay more than one-third of 
one adlion ; — neither De Wit nor Van Stephent,^Qr 
any of their original properties, are any thing in it^ 
But we have among our friends got a very respetSla- 



more advantageously situated than the rest of Europe.r-Its ma- 
nufactures are Annihilated^ its religion is ihterdided^ the public 
mind is floatiog between atheists aod drivellers. It» legislators 
and governors are seized and tran^orted without the pretence 
of guilt — Its principal cities are in a state of siege— and all this 
is done to avoid an accaimilation pf worse evils ! 
* Not legible. 

R 2 ' ble 
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\h\e company, who have paid in their shares, and 

* the establishment is new entirely* I have paid in 

two shares, and am allowed till Prairial to make up 

the third, by the pot or pearUash we expeft from 

America. If they do not arri%^e, I foifeit the 

pledge I have put in. Whether that is to come^ if 

you would give us a single line to inform us, you 

would much oblige us. You will not be displeased 

at this work of your hands, when you come to see 

what a superb place, as well as convenient one, 

M, Talleyrand is a subsckiber. 

In the pleasing expectation of seeing you once 

more among us, I subscribe for myself^ as well as 

for Gallois^ Talleyrandj Erigone^ and our family^ 

Your most faithful 

llih February J 1798, 



Pray are you continuing your speculations on 
the great events ? are you in the press ? — Dr* 

G has written us that he has sent to your 

order the books you wrote. — Is there any thmg 
here that we can seiid y^ou ? 

P. S- If pot or pearl-ash could be sent, and a 
credit of nine or twelve months given, it would 
answer the same purpose as if it was sent from the 
works, I shall then be in full cash to answer ir. 

The first opportunity, the French translation of 
my Swisi Travels— for I have no English copy in 

-my possession- — It is translated with great elegance 
by M. Say, Rida^ur of the Deauk PbUosopbi^ne. 
— I flatter myself you will approve tlie spirit in 
tvhich it is written. 

; With the warmest wishes for youj^ happiness^ and 
for all who arc dear to you, believe me ever, 

My dear Sir, 

Your most afFedionate— 

My 
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My mother and sister are well, and I have two 
charming little nephews — the eldest is already an 
excellent republican, 

Jn another Hand. — I snatch a little scrap of M/s 
paper, to recal myself to your remembrance, and to 
remind you, my dear Sir, that we count the seasons 
for the fulfilment of your promise to your friends 
in this part of the world. — All here remember you 
with those sentiments of respeft and afFe^ftionj and 
regret your loss with that unafFefted concern to 
which you have such claim. We hope the period 
is not distant when those requests will cease.-— 



Hemaeks on the Explanation^ lately puBt 

LTSHED BY Dr. PrIESTLEY, RESPECTING THE 

INTERCEPTED Letters OP HIS Friend and 
DisctPLEj John H.Stone. 

IntrodnBory Address to the People of Birmingham, 
— ^The fadtious disposition of Doctor Priestley ; 
the feuds he excited in England; tlie violence to 
which his insolence roused some misguided men, 
and the melancholy consequences of those violen- 
ces, must all be remembered by the People of Bir- 
mingham. 

As he, at last, left his CGuntry, in search, as he 
professed, only of security and repose^ it might 
have been expedled from a " Saints that he would 
have forgotten the objects of his enmity. But obli- 
vion of resentment is no article of the Se^Iarian 
V Creed, No sooner had he set his foot on the shores 

^ of America^ than he recommenced a series of c^r 
^ lumnies against his former neighbours and govern- 
\ plenty which, either in the form of paragraphs, 
K R 3 letters^ 
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letters, or sermoBSj he has, till very lately, conti- 
nued with little intermission. 

Those calumnies, I, as an Englishman, felt it my 
duty to repcL Unlearned as I was, I had never 
before ventured to commit my thoughts to the 
press; but fired with indignation, and knowing 
that I had truth on my side, I feared neither the 
fihafts of ridicule, nor the dagger of malice. Success 
has attended my endeavours^ In spite of the al* 
most general prejudice which then existed against 
the British nation j in spite of the Do£lor's expe- 
rience in such warfare^ and his vast superiority in, 
point of abilities; in spite of myriads of virulciit^ 
and lying newspapers and pamphlets, aided by the 
clamours of a numerous democratic fa£lionj in 
spite of all these disadvantages, I have lived to see 
the truth of my statements, and the justice of my 
opinions respefting Priestley^ fully and universally 
acknowledged. Assuredly the battle has not been 
unto the strong. The Goliath of Literature has 
fled from the sling of the shepherd *s boy. 

Since a desire to defend you, the people of Bir* 
mingham, against the malignant aspersions of Doc- 
tor Priestley I was, in some degree, the cause of my 
first attempt ing to write, I am persuaded you will 
not think it unnatural, that I address to you this 
pamphlet, the intent of which is to prove, that this 
'j/j>osfk of Sedhioh, go where he will, into what- 
ever country, and under whatever government, still 
carries with him the same hostility to all lawful 
povverj that }ie is still the admirer of the woeful 
revolution of France \ that he still entertains against 
Great Britain, and her institutions, a hatred which 
peither time, nqr distance, nor a conviftion of his 
I errors, nor the advance of age, can remove, dimi- 

I nish, or mollify; that he still wishes her revolution 

[ pijCf d and ruined, ^d still indulges the wicked, 

^m thougtl 

k 
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tKougb delusive hope, of seeing his wishes aiccom- 

pUsbed* 

Wm. cobbett. 

Bustkton^ \1thSep.l7Q^. 

REMARKS, &c. 

Th« intercepted letters of Stone were received in 
America by the June Packet Their appearance, 
first in my Gazetrejand successively in all the pub- 
lic papejs in the United States^ except those noto- 
riously devoted to the cause of France, is a fa6l 
too well known to be mentioned here with any other 
view than that of introducing the following Noie^ 
Explanaiion^ and Remarks, 



^ To Mr. Cob b et t, PhiJadeJphm. 

* Do^ftor Priestley hopes Mr. Cobbett will do 
him the justice to insert the enclosed in his news* 

paper. 

* Norihumhrlatid, Seph 4, 1798. 



* Sir, 

* I beg leavcj through the channel of your paper, 

* to give what satisfaiftion I can to many persons 
' in this country, who seem to be alarmed at the 

* publication of an intercepted letter, addressed to 

* me by Mr. J, Stone at Paris, and inclosing ano- 

* ther, which I was to transmit to M. B. P* (which 
^ means a member of the British parliament) at 
^ Kcnnebeck. They were first printed in England^ 
' miba view to render me obnomous hert^ Whether 

* they ought to have this efteft, let any impar- 

* tial person judge from the following gircum- 
' Stances, 

E4 ^Mr. 
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* Mr. John Stone was a member of my congrega^ 
^ Hon a^ Hackney^ ami a zealous friend of the Amen 
' rkmi and French revolutions^ which sufficiently 
' accounts for his corresponding with me, But 

* lam rwi answerable for what be^ or any other per- 
^ soTty may think proper to writs to me, 

* The letter inclosed tome is for Mr. Benjamin 

* VaughaNj formerly a pupil of min^y and son to 

* Mr, Samuel Vatighan, \yho some time ago resi- 

* ded in Phikdelphia. He, like me^ thought it ne- 
' cessary to leave England^ and for some time is 
"^ said to have assumed a feigned name* This he 

* does not do here, and he is a man that ^.ny coon- 

* try may be proud to possess ; having, for ability^ 
' knowledge of almost every kind, and the mosf 

* approved integrity, very few equals. He is well 

* known tOj and probably corresponds with, the Pee- 

* siDENT, who will smile at the surmises that have 

' been thrown out on the subjeft. He has fixed i 

* his residence at Kennebeck, because his family 

* has large property there. If ht or I had been a 

* spy in the interest of France, we have made a 
^ very strange choice of situations in which to dp 
f mischief. 

• ''' But trifles light as air, 

" Arc to the jealous cod firmations strong, 
." A* proofs of holy writ*" — 

f I am, &c. 

* JOSEPH PRIESTLEY; 

Before I begin ray remarks, I must not forget to 
caution the reader against ascribing it to any respeft 
^which I entertain for DoiSlor Pnestleyj for whom 
[I thus early take occasion to avow my most unqua- 
lified contempt \ and this I do, lest, by inadver- 
jtcnce, I should let fall anything resembling that 
'l^ffccled civility, which has lessened the force of 

too 
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too many well-meant puMications, and which |)ar- 
takes too much of the cool, placid, Priestlean 
cant, to find an imitator in me, or in any man 
who feels a becoming zeal in the cause of his 
country, and who scorns to make a cowardly com- 
' promise with malice and with treason.* 

The Doftor begins his explanation by allowing, 
that the publicity of the intercepted letters has 
^* alarmeS'' many persons in America. He after- 
wards admits that he is suspedled as " a spy in the 
" service of France;" and, in consequence of this, 
he very obligingly comes forward a volunteer, to 
give what satisfa<ftion he can on the subject ; or, 
more properly speaking, he endeavours to remove 
the dangerous impression against himself, which he 
perceives the discovery has produced. 

In what degree the people of the United. States 
are alarmed ^ or ought in any case, to be alarmed, 
at the suspeifted treachery of a miserable though 
perverse old man, I shall not pretend to determine; 
but, if the reader will lend me his patience through 
a few phges, I pledge myself to prove, that what- 
ever suspicion or alarms the intercepted letters were, 
in themselves, calculated to excite, it ought by no 
means to be diminished by the ''^ satisfaSipn' which 
the Dodlor has vainly attempted to give. 

But, before I enter on the explanation itself, I 
shall bestow a minute or two on an insinuation, with 
which the cunning Sectary has thought proper to 
preface it, respefting the motives from \yhich the 



* " I love the bold uncompromising mind, 

" Whose principles are fix'd, whose views defin'd ; 

*• Who owns, when traitors feel th' avenging rod, 

*' Just retribution, and the hand of God : 

'* Who hears the groans through Olmuiz roofs that ring, 

•' Of him who cha^n d and who betray'd his king." 

Amti-Jacobin, No. 36. 

letters 
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letters were made public. His words are these 
" They [the Letters of Stone] were first published 
" in Englajid, whb a view ta render me obnoxious 

'* HERE," 

No great degree of sagacity is requisite to enable 
us to discover the objeft of this despicable com- 
plaint. The autheniicitj of the intercepted letters 
was too well established to be shaken by any denial 
of his: no equivocation^ no subterfuge^ would, on 
this score, have answered the least purpose; and 
hcj therefore, w^as driven to avail himself of a mis- 
representation of the views from which they were 
^made public. Unable to contradift the faft^ to 
ieiiythe truth of the testimony against him, he 
endeavours to deaden its effect by complaining of 
the hard- hearted ness of his accuser: conscious 
that the justice of the public must condemn him, 
he has the meanness to appeal to their compas- 
sion. 

That this complaint is, however^ wholly ground- 
less^ that the Letters of Stone were not published 
in England with a view to render him odious, here 
or any where else, is very evident from the Preface 
and the Nofes of the English publisher; in which, 
those parts of the letters relative to America^ though 
peculiarly inviting to the Comment ator, are suf- 
fered to pass almost entirely unnoticed : and as to 
himself, he is mentioned but once, wiien be is 
thought worthy of nothing more than a sneer of 
contempt. 

The fact is, the Doctor has too high an opinion 
of his own merits. He imagines himself a much 
more dangerous and dreaded pest than he really his. 
The people of England, if I have any knowledge 
of their sentiments, care nothing about him or his 
[plots. They know, indeed, that he is a political 
L viper; but they also know, that, with regard to 
them and their country, he is a viper without a 

sting; 
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ftting: atid^ as to what mischief he may do here or 
elsewhere, it cannot be believed but they must be 
extremely indiflFerent. If America is destined to 
sufter from his machinations, on the Americans 
will lie all the blame. During many, many years, 
previous to his emigration, every att was made use 
of by individuals, by societies, and even by seve- 
ral of the legislatures, to gather together on these 
shores all the discontented from under every go- 
vernment in Europe. When the hospitable host is 
betrayed by the stranger, whom, without any 
views of interest, he has received under his roof, 
and seated at his table, every noWe feeling of the 
heart is roused in his cause ; but, very different 
indeed is the effect, when we hear a people com- 
plain of the treachery of those, whom they have 
invited^ nay inveigled, not to say seduced^ from their 
duty and their homes. 

But, to return to the Doctor's complaint; allow- 
ing the publishers of the Intercepted Letters to have 
been aware, that the publication of them would ren- 
der him obnoxious in America ; and even allow- 
ing these publishers to be, as he hints, the British 
government: Yet, what reason has he to complain? 
The British government is the guardian of the in- 
terest and honour of the British naCtion, and is, 
whatever he and his traiterous correspondent may 
say to the contrary, the organ by which the people 
express their sentiments on every national concern. 
And, whence, pray, does the Doctor presume that 
ie, above all men living, ought to expect favour at 
the hands of that people ? What has he done to 
merit their commiseration or their mercy? What 
truth, injurious to their reputation, did he ever 
suppress? And when did he miss an opportunity- 
of endeavouring to render them the hate and the 
^orn of the universe? 

That 
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That his whole political life has been a continued 
series of hostile attempts against the tranquillity, 
happioesSj and national character of Britons, need 
notj at this day, be asserted. It was the notoriety 
of this fact J which procured him the *' affe&wnaie 
*' farewdt of those sons of brutality and treason, 
the United Irishmef/y :iTnl the " ajfeiUonatewehom^'' 
of the no less brutal and perfidious Democrats of 
America. A^, however^ it is possible that these 
remarks may fall into the bands of some persons, 
who are not acquainted with all the divers stages of 
his seditious career, I shall introduce an instance or 
two of the irnplacable nnalice, which he has dis- 
covered against the British nation, since his emi- 
gration to America ; andj fordoing thisj my being 
myself a Briton, will, I am sure, be a sufficient 
apology. 

The Preface to his farewell Hackney Sermon, 
which was evidently intended as an appeal from the 
people of England to the people of America (or 
rather from the impartial judgment of the former to 
the prejudices of the latter), and which he took 
good care to publish, and to distribute in great pro- 
fusions immediately upon his arrival at Philadel- 
phia, is a most malignant libel on the whole British 
nation. The king is represented as a despot ; their 
legislators a& corrupt ; their clergy as idolatrous^ 
bigoted, and persccuiing ; their judges as unmer- 
ciful and partial; Hieir juries as perjured; and 
the people at large^ as ignorant, profligate^ base and 
cruel. 

His letter to a friend in England, which was 
'published there in all the manutacturing towns, 
and which was evidently intended to be so publish- 
,edj in order to induce people to emigrate; that 
letter, of wjiich every sentence, and every member of 
a sen ten ce^ is an abominable falsehoods that letter^ 
which says, *'here we have no poor^* and which was 

written 
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written at the very time that the writer was preach- 
ing ^^ charity sermons," for the relief *^ of poor 
" Emigrants^' many of whom he, in this sermon, 
says, if not so relieved ^^ mtist perish \^ that letter I 
shall pass over at present, because I look upon it as 
a duty I owe to my countrymen to give it a separate 
and ample reply. 

Neither shall I stop to remark on his echo to the 
calumnies contained in the New- York addresses ; 
because, though abundantly wicked, it was in some 
measure drawn from him by the only persons from 
whom he ever receiv^ed a cordial reception on this 
side of the Atlantic. But, the same excuse (if in- 
deed, it ought to be admitted as one) cannot be 
offered in Athnct oi \m maliciotis ^^ Charily Ser- 
. " mon for the relief of poor Emigrants. ^^ In this 
Sermon, as it is called, which is at once the most 
nonsensical and nefarious produdlion that was ever 
snufBed forth from the tub of a conventicle, he calls 
on the Americans to remember that their forefathers^ 
if not they themselves^ were persecuted by Great 
Britain ; he reminds them of their victorious en- 
deavours in their late hard struggle against 
that nation : be tells them the poor Emigrants, though 
at a distance, prayed for their success, and con- 
tributed TOWARDS IT in VARIOUS OTHER 
ways; and finally be tells them, that these poor Emi- 
grants ARE NOW persecuted AND DRIVEN PROM 

Great Britain and Ireland for having- 

BEEN friends TO THE AMERICAN CAUSE, and 

that even wishing well to the liberty and inde- 
pendence OP America is a crime that 
Great Britain will never forgive. 

Atrociously false as this statement is, its false- 
hood is lost in its poisonous malignity.* It is im- 

r " ' ■ • r 

• When I say the Doftor's statement is false, T only mean, as 
far as it relates to the condud and disposition of Great Britain. 
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possible to form a conception of any thing more 
expressive of a black and rancorous hearty than thi$l 
arfempt to revive the ill-grounded and disgraceful 
hatred, too long entertained by the Americans,,, 
against a nation from whom they are descended d 
from whom they derive their language, and what-] 
soever else they possess of excellence in their man-^ 
nets, their customs, their laws and their religion; 
to whom they owe the foundation of their prospe- 
rity and their greatness; to whose glorious deedsJ 
they arc indebted for their present tranquillity andj 
safety, and on whose fate (in spite of the suggesti- 
ons of fools and traitors) their freedom and inde- 
pendence must finally depend. To revive and per- 
petuate animosities between millions of men, whose 
happiness, on a national scale, entirely depends on 
their mutual friendship, must, from whatever mo- 
tive arising, and by whatever means attempted, be 
^ regarded as supremely wicked and detestable : 
where, then^ shall we find language to express our 
abhorrence of the vitidiftive, unnatural, and hy- 
pocritical wretch, who^makes the Satan -like attempt 
from hatred to his native country, and who pro- 
fanes the tender and sacred name of Charity^ by 



That ihc Doftor and his brethren cmtrihutid 2i% fv^r as lay in 

utheir power towards the succes.i of the American revolt, I have 

I not the temerity to deny, or the etupidiry to doubt. Yes, the 

whole SECT; i\ belher dolors of law, physick^ or divinity j 

rheiher poets, historians, or cri ticks were all hearty in the 

cauije. One Smith of Philadelphia, some time agu, attempted 

a regular republication of the Mmdhfy Beviru/ Enlarged. In 

order to induce people to snbscnbe to his work, he stated in hla 

propo^alsj that ii^ Rcvkw wlis demkdly appGwd to the Brithh 

[wj^stcm in chufoh and state ^ that it was condafted by refnhliianSf 

land had eminently cmdribuicd le^fards the success qf tbs American 

WT^'&ltttiBn. 1 gave Smith*s republication a slight Kuk^ and down 

lit went. This very attempt is foigotten j bnt it is not atniis 

iiat we remember his cncumiums on the Mmthlj Review. 
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using it as a cover to his cool and premedhated re- 
venge ? 

Though justice, even towards such a man, ought 
to be tempered with mercy ; and^ though real cha- 
rity ought to induce us to forgive him, as we pray 
to be forgiven; yet, I presume, from no conside- 
ration whatsoever, onght we to condescend to re- 
gard his charafter, tranquillity and happinesSjasmore 
preciousthanthe chara<Ster, tranquillity and happiness 
of ourselves, and our country. It is^ however, pre- 
cisely this degree of condescension, which he, after , 
all the prooft of his malignity towards them, has 
the modesty to exa£t at the hands of the Britislpt 
nation! This nation^ whom he had so laboured 
to injure and defame, seized on a certain traitorous 
correspondence, which was eminently calculated to 
expose the impious principles and destructive pro- 
jcdts of their mternal and external enemies. Inte- 
restj duty, even self-preservation, called on them 
to publish this correspondence to the world ; but 
this forcible call they were totally to disregard, 
because the Intercepted Letters happened to be ad- 
dressed to hlml ! ! — To the aidhmuiciiy of the let- 
ters he has not a word to oppose : tlie only objec- 
tionable circumstance^ is, they were calculated \o 
render A/wr obnoxious, and^ on that account alone, 
he has the assurance to insinuate, that they ought 
to hav€ been suppressed ! The British nation [fori 
persist in looking upon gavernment and people as 
one) were not only to wink at detedted treason, but 
were to become traitors to the nisei ves^ their poste- 
rity, and their God ; nnd all this, rather than run 
the mighty risk of rendering him obnoxious; Him! 
who for these twenty years past, has even sacrillced 
his interest, his peace, and his reputation, to the 
pleasure of injuring* insulting, and reviling them; 
and who, to this very hour, and at this distance, 
pursues them with all the craft of a sectary joined 
to the hatred and malice of a fiend ! 

So 
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So miich for the Doftor's i:omplaini, I shdl 
now examine the '* cirmmshmct's" which he seems 
to think ought to prevent the Intercepted Letter 
from rendering him obnoxious here. 

The first of these circumstances relate to Stone, 
*^ /fe was" says Priestley^ " a member of my con- 

grigallou at Hackney^ and a zealous friend af 

the American and French Revnlufton^ which 

StrFPIClENTLT ACCOUNTS FOK HIS COKKES- 
PONBING WITH me/' 

Granted, Do<3or. I not only allow^ that Stone's 
heing a vtemher of your congregation sufficiently ac- 
counts for his holding a traiterous correspondence 
with you ; but 1 also allow, that it accounts in the 
most satisfactory manner for Ms hecommg a traitor* 
This ^' circumstance" must convince the few who 
yet doubt on the subject, that your conventicle at 
Hackney was a most convenient and successful 
school for treason ; but how it can possibly tend to 
remove the suspicion oi your being a spy or a trai- 
tor^ or both, I cannot conceive. It is the duty of 
'teachers to walk according to precepts which they 
give to others; and^ it cannot be believedj that 
auch a conscientious man as you have forsaken the 
path, though rugged and dark^ in which you con- 
ducted your flock, and through which Citizen 
Stone has arrived at the nethermost hell of Demo- 
cracy. 

But, besides S toners being one of the Doctor's 
congregation, he was a zealous friend of the Ame- 
rican and French revolutions ; and this is, it seems, 
another circumatancej which accounts for his cor- 
responding With the Doctor,— Poor^ silly reason! 
Reader, do yuu not know hundreds and thousands 
of persons, whoj hke yourself, are enemies to the 
French revolution ; Yes, and yet I dare engage, 
that that circumstance never led you into a corres- 
pondence with any one of them. Indeed^ this ex- 
cuse 
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cuse is so very puerile and absurd, that I should 
have thought it unworthy of notice, had I not 
thought it necessary to remark on it in another 
point of view. 

The circumstance wa» not intended as an^excuse 
for the correspondence. It was dragged in as one of 
those little baits for popularity, which are in 
constant use amongst all the renegadoes from Great 
Britain and Ireland ; a base method of paying their 
court to the people of America, and one to which 
every man, who has a drop of true blood in his, 
heart, scorns to have recourse. In stating this cir- 
cumstance, the Doctor indirectly reminds the Ame- 
ricans of bis own merits as one of those who se«^ 
cretly aided their cause during the contest between 
them and the mother country ; which^ while it 
proves him to have been unfaithful to his native 
country, will not, I. assure him, serve as a sct-ofF 
to his correspondence with Stone. If the public 
papers and the arts of land-jobbers have invited 
traitors to the country, the people have, on their 
arrival, uniformly treated them with every mark of 
abhorrence ; and it is a well-known truth, that, of 
the vast horde who have fled hither since the be- 
ginning of the French revolution, not one has met 
with confidence or encouragement*. 



* Reynolds, the seditious United Irishroan, who was obliged 
to fly from Ireland to save his neck, now stands prosecuted for 
a libel on the American Secretary of State. Go where he will, 
still he roust be a malecontent. He is, however, now reduced 
so low, that no one will associate with him^ except he be of the 
very dregs of the mob. He called himself Doctor for some 
time J but the title has been laid aside, as of no use. This 
wretch, in his passage to America, guillotined the king in 
effigy. 

Archibald Hamilton Rowan makes spruce beer, and drives it 
about for sale in a wheelbarrpw. He lives Id the borough of 
Wilmington. 

VOL. IX. S IiaTi\t\ 
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I shall stop here ro make an observationj the sub- 
ject of which has, I dare say, often occurred to 
the Doctor on his pillow, and which ought to be 
very well attended to by the whole of the British 
nation i and that is, that all the revel utionistSj 
while they are endeavouring to excite the people of 
Great Britain and Ireland to revolt against the go- 
\ernmentj profess great fidelity to their country and 
loyahy to their iing. They pretend to have no* 
thing in view but " the good^ the fmiour^ the per- 
" nmnmt glory of the Empire." They propose 
" tomnetid and not destroy ;" to make the people 
truly happy ^ and 'VHis Gracious Majesty truly great '* 
With cant like this Priestley played his part during 
the American war. Never did he tell the people, 
that he wished to see thirteen flourishing colonies 
lopped off from the king's dominions; but now^ 
behold, he not only acknowledges that he wished 
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Daniel hant Eaton^ of hog's -"wash memoryi was qutie bold 
OD his firEt arrivaL He advertised pamphlets for sale b/ " Da- 
Eie] Isaac Eaton, six iim£s frkd for seditifmf but ihe Alkn /a^ 
soon made him i^ithdrsw both his advertisenieut and himself 
from the notice of the public. He some time ago lived in 2 
[*Iog-hnt over Schuylkill, where he cohabited T.viih an Indian 
ftfjuaw. The proprieior of the hut, finding what gentry be 
had got for teoants^ turned them out hag and baggage, I hap- 
)>eDed to be going out on a shooting parly^ when rhe miscrt^Bnt 
sod his yellowed hided frow were coming into Camp-Iowo, 
trapsing through thft dirL " And is that," thought 1, " the 
" Pk INTER TO Hts Ma^esty^ THE People !"-^Hehas brotJght 
his hcgs to a fine market ! 

Cuhm LiY first attempted a magazine, then a book, and then 
^ he tried what coold be got by travelling j aiid he i», at last, 
\ comfortably lodged in AWu-lVi jaiL 

Pgot Merry (w horn, however, I do not class with such vil- 

' bins as ihe above), died about rhrec months ago, ju.sl as he wai 

about to finish a treatise on I he justice of the AgrarLm system, 

' He was never noticed in America } he pined away in obscurity. 

The people here have, thaok Heaven^ no taste for ih& Uella 

Cmscaa poetry or politics, 

to 
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to see this, but he boasts of those wishes, and calh 
upon the Americans to reward him and his asso- 
ciates for the prayers^ and various other assisiance 
which they lent them during their struggle for inde* 
pendence / So Reynolds and the Umltd Irishmen : 
their modest desires extended no further than Gi- 
tboUc Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform* 
You cannot dip into their proceedings without 
meeting with a solemn declaration of their having 
" no design to change the form or nature of the 
*^ government/* and a solemn protestation of their 
*^ affection for the person of his Gracious Majesty 
" and his illustrious family/' But, what is their 
language on this side of the sea ? Having gathered 
together their branded and scattered crew, the 
first thing they require of each, is, to declare that 
*' His Gracious Majesty" is a tyrant; that Ireland 
ought to shake off his yoke, and become an inde- 
pendent republic; and in this they swear to do all 
in their power to assist her ! Just such, too^are the 
views of the mig Chh and Corresponding Society, 
Their stalking-horse is Reform^ but their real objedt 
is the overthrow of the monarchy ; a scramble for 
p6wer and riches : and this intention, should they 
succeed, they will boast of with as unblushing a 
front as Lauderdale's friend, Brissot, and his gang, 
after they had made the exciting of the insurrection 
of the 1 0th of August one of the crimes for which 
they put their Sovereign to death, boasted of having 
S3sdted the insurre^ioH themselves ! This is one of 
the blackest deeds in the annals of republican 
France; butj let the people of Great Britain be 
assLiredj that, instead uf abhorrence, it has served to 
awaken emulation in the minds of the degraded 
and desperate faftion, who have still the hypocrisy 
to bellow for Reform. 

From this digression I return to the Doftofs «&* 
planatiouj and to the unconcern with which he dii- 

s I misses 
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i misses his friend Stone, Notwithstandng this vile 
iniscreant was one of his flock (or rather herd) at 
Hackney ; notwithstanding his revolutionary turn of 
mind was a merit quite sufficient to recpmmcnd him 
to the Dodtor as a correspondent; and nowithstand- 
mg he writes as ro a brother in iniquity, the Doctor 
has the eifronrery to say — " But I am not mtrwer" 
^able fur whai ke, or any othsr person^ maj ihmk 
Yf roper to write to meT 

Very truej most learned Jesuit ; it is obvious 

enough, that you could not prevent Stone, though 

your friend and penitent, from writing treason to 

: you. We know very wcllj that the letters are not 

sufficient to hang you- Bur, because such a de- 

I fence would save your neck before a judge, admi- 

'nistering justice according to kws, which are so 

tender of the life of even the most murderous of 

villains, do you imagine that it will save, or that it 

ought to save your reputation before the tribunal 

of the public ? 

I cannot heJp remarking here on the stri 61 re- 
semblance betw^een the Dodtor's explanation, and 
the Vindication of Randolph, on an occasion some- 
what similar, Randolph began by a complaint 
against General Washington, for not keeping Fau- 
^*chct*s Intercepted Letters a secret from all the 
Iworld, and this he followed up, like the Doflorj 
with asserting, with a great deal of truth, that he 
\* €otdd not help Tvhat Citizen Fanchet chose to zvrite* 
To this Mifflin and Dallas cried, jljnen ! 

But what said the public to this laconic excul^ 

pation ? They said^ that there must be smne thing of 

^' truth in 'what the Frenchmim had zvrilten^ for tliat 

Umere invention never could have furnished him with 

fa chain of faits so probable and so connedled ; and 

they now say, with respedV to the letters of the traitor 

Stone, that they never would have been addressed 

to one, whose sentiments the writer was not well 

assured 
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assured were in perfedl unison with those he ex*> 
pressed, whose secrecy he could not depend on, and, 
m short, whose treasonable disposition he was not 
thoroughly convinced was every way equal to his 
own. 

When traitors. feel a call to congregate (whether 
at Hackney or any where else), though they know 
each other to be such, neither of them does, all at 
once, open his mind to another. They begin by 
dark hints, equivocal expressions^ and half jokes, 
till, by degrees, they come to an explicit avowal 
of their hellish principles and designs ; then they 
throw "off all reserve. They speak and write to 
each other in the true traitor style ; and in that stile 
it is that Stone writes to Priestley. His manner 
is as free as his sentiments are foul : the former 
proves that the Dodlor possesses his confidence, and 
the latter proves him to be worthy of it. 

Nor Is it true, in an unqualified sense, that Priest-r 
ley is not answerable for the contents of these let- 
ters. It is, indeed, true, that he could not help 
Stone's addressing his wicked sentiments to him ; for 
the wretch might have addressed them to me, or to 
any of my friends ; but, though I could not have 
prevented his doing this, and, of course, should 
not have looked upon myself as answerable for it ; 
yet I should certainly have been answerable for his 
sentiments, unless I had used my utmost exertions 
to expose them, if the letter had come to hand ; or 
(if they had been intercepted and published) unless 
I had publicly disclaimed the villain's friendship, 
and disavowed his sentiments, which Priestley has 
been very careful not to do. 

Had he been the inoffensive man he wishes to 
appear ; had he not approved of the sentiments of 
his miscreant correspondent, I appeal to any honest 
man, whether, instead of taking shelter under a 
miserable subterfuge, he would not have come for- , 

s 3 ^-^^ 
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ward with a declaration something like this : — " 'Tis 

" true, Stoae and I have lived in habits of intimacy, 

** and even friendshipj for many years, which auf- 

" ficienlly accounts for his writing to me ; but^ as 

" to the profligate and detestable sentiments con- 

" tained in his Intercepted Letter, and particularly 

those relative to America^ I not only disavow, 

but I most unequivocally express jny abhorrence 

" of them \ and I am astonished that the villain 

*^ should dare, in such an unreserved manner, to 

^* communicate them to me, who had assuredly 

never given him the least encouragement to 

make me the confident of his profligacy or his 

treason/' 

Confidents ^s every one qiust be^ that such a de- 
claration v^^ould have gone very far towards remov- 
ing the suspicions, which the Intercepted Letters 
had excited respefting the Dotftor^ it may, to some 
persons, seem matter of wonder, that he did not^ 
though it would have been a falsehood, make use 
of it ; and, I am aware that many will be ready to 
conclude, that^ if this adl of self denial does not 
prove his innocence as to the charge of being a 
spy, it, at least J proves his mviol-abh altachmml to 
initb\ since he scorns to disclaim his connexions, 
or betie his sentiments, even when reputation and 
^^ every thing else are at stake. 
^^k There is something in inflexible consistency, 

^: which, even in traitors, men are apt to admire; 

K but those who ascribe this inflexibility to the Doc- 

I tor in the present instance^ forget, or are totally 

I ignorant of, the peculiar circumstances in which he 

^^ is placed, 

^^K Amonggt the innumerable horde of malccon tents, 

^^^ whom a covetous and short-sighred policy has en- 
■ couraged to crowd to these States, no one ever ex* 

V perienced disappointment equal to this ambitious j| 

1 Sectary. He expected to be hailed from afar, to 

§^ be met with acclamations of joy, to be led from 
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caress to caress; to be revered, consulted^ and 
obeyed; in short, to be loaded with favours and 
with honours, without measure, and without end. 
Alas! how soon he was undeceived! Welcomed 
indeed hc^ was; but he was not so far blinded by 
his self-conceit as not to perceive that his weU 
comers consisted of no more than two or three clubs, 
the members of which were, if possible, more 
despicable than the British and Irish conspirators, 
whose " afFedkionate farewell" had served him as a 
passport of civism to these shores of liberty. • 

There were, amongst the American clergy, men 
whose sentiments perfectly agreed with those of the 
Dodlor; but they dared not show him the counte-- 
nance he expected. He found all the pulpits bar- 
red against him, with as much caution as they 
could have been against Satan hin^^elf ; and, when 
he was at last seen haranguing from the tottering 
stage in that shabby-looking shell, called the Uni- 
versalist's Church, he had the mortification to re- 
fledl, that he was only permitted to hold forth, as 
mountebanks and other diverting mendicants are, 
on condition of giving up a sharje of the pence 
which he was able, to draw out of the pockets of his 
bearers. 

He did not, as he pretended, retire to Northum- 
berland. The swamps and rocks which he calls 
Jand^ and the shed which he dignifies with the 
name of house^ were not a voluntary retreat fron^ 
the fatiguing attention and applause of the city, but 
a refuge from its almost unanimous contempt. 

Thus fallen to a state from which he must look 
upward with inexpressible shame and anguish, it 
was not to be expedled that so restless a spirit would 
remain in contentment. Accordingly, every part 
of his conduct, every thing we see or hear of him, 
tends to prove, that he waits wth the utmost impa- 
tience, for an opportunity of exchanging this em- 
barrassed and degraded svwiauow Vo\ wi^ X^ocvs-x 
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adapted to his necessities, and more gratifying to 
his ambition; that he regards this country as a tem- 
porary resting place, and that, for patrons, and for 
a home, for future consequence, and future sub- 
sistence, he looks to the republic of France.* 

If, then, he be thus circumstanced (as I think 
nobody in America will deny he is), his forbearing 
to justify himself, by expressing his abhorrence of 
the sentiments of Stone, and of the condutft of his 
despotic employers, can no longer appear wonder- 
ful. Instead of ascribing his forbearance to can^ 
dour, consistency J or an unshaken adherence to truths 
we ought to ascribe it, first, to a well-grounded 
fear of offending x\\t humane and enlightened psitvonSj 
on whom he depends as the only remaining anchor 
of his shattered fortune and fame; and, secondly, 
to an apprehension of rousing the resentment of 
the rancorous traitor Stone, who, by way of revenge 
for his pusillanimous defection, would undoubtedly 
have produced other parts of the correspondence 
between him and his ghostly confessor, which 
might, perhaps, have changed presumptive into ^o- 
sitive proof. 



■* His son Josephy but a few days ago, told a gentlemap in 
this city, that his father thought of leaving the couDtry in a 
ycry little tinjc. ]He said he did not like it-, it was notJiiforVm 
to live in. 

The Do6tor, is, on all occasions, the defender of the French 
revolution. A gentleman told him, a little while ago, that, 
" ta defend that events after having been a witness cj its co?isequences, 
" be must either be a pool or a knave." I think he is hotb\ and 
I think very little can he said in defence of those who admit 
him into the circle of their acquaintance. 

In all Priestley's writings, he takes special care to let 
people know, that he is a Citizen of France. Though he wran- 
gles like a do^ with Volney, he tells him, he is glad to be able 
to embrace him cordially as ay^/Zwf Citizen of France. He might, 
I believe, have embraced him \rith full as much propriety as a 
brother spy. 

From 
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From these weighty consideratiODS, and not 
from his aversion to falsebood, he has evaded all atr' 
tempt at justification on this head, under the pitiful, 
though plausible pretext, that he is not answera- 
ble /or what Slone or any other person may think 
proper to write to him, choosing rather to run the 
risk of being still regarded as a "spy in the inte- 
" rest of France," than to incur the certain dis- 
pleasure of his'patrons at Paris, and the no less cer- 
tain vengeance of his friend and disciple. 

As the Dodlor could not help Stone* s writing trea^ 
son to him^ it follows of course, that he could not 
help his enclosing a letter for Citizen M. B. P. 

These three letters, the Dodlor confesses, Were 
made use of by Stone to designate a person, whom 
he speaks of as bis^ the Dodlor's and Talleyrand s 
friend, and whom he. understood to be, at rhe time 
of his writing, ^^ secreted at Kennebeck.^' I might' 
here stop to observe, that this way of speaking in 
initials, prpves, that the Doftor must have received 
letters from Stone before on the same subjeft. As 
Othello says, '^ it notes a foregone conclusion ;'* 
but, since he could not help Stone's writing an ill- 
fated letter that was intercepted, it is obvious that 
he could not help his writing others that were not 
intercepted. 

The mysterious hints concerning M. B. P., the 
circumstance of his being secreted, and his connec- 
tion with Talleyrand, were well calculated to ex- 
cite a suspicion of his being a spy, or, at least, a 
mischievous agent of some sort, in the service of ^ 
France; and we have now to examine whether this 
suspicion ought to be weakened by the Doctor's ex- 
planation of the matter. 

This secreted person to whom Stone refers Priest- 
ley as a counsellor, respedting the time when he 
shall leave America, the Dodtor tells us, is " Mr. 
" Benjamin Faughan^ son of Mr. Samuel Vau^haa^ 
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*^ who some time ago resided at Philadelphia.'* 1 
shall leave this eulogium on this skulking corres- 
pondent of Stone and Talleyrand to be commented 
upon by the reader, and shall enquire a little fur- 
ther into his pedigree than his eulogist seems to wish 
to go. Ifj in this inquiry, anything should arise 
disagreeable to the Vaughans, they must attri- 
bute h to their officious friend, by whom it was 
provoked. 

The Doctor says true, I believe, that Benjarain 
Vaughan is the son of Samuel Vaughan, formerly 
an emigrant from England to Philadelphia, where 
he some time resided. But, Doitor, could you not 
have told us a little more about this worthy proge* 
niror of the secreted M. B, P. who tboughi // necessmy 
to leave England, and to assume a feigned name? 
Could you, I say, have related no honourable anec- 
dote about the reverend old Samuel, that might 
have heightened our esteem for him ? Since you. 
have not done it, I will. 

In the year 1 765, this yery Samuel Vaughan at- 
tempted to bribe the Duke of Grafton, in order to 
obtain a lucrative post for this "most excellent" 
son. He was repulsed by the Duke, threat^ed 
with a prosecution, and immediately (as it were by 
interest) commenced his career as a Patriot^ a Eiii- 
of-Righls-Mtm^ a Hlug^ and a Pariiamensarj Re- 
former, - 

At the close of the American war, this immacu- 
late gentleman came to l^hiladelphia, where lie was 
guilty of an a6t of impious buffoonery^ which the 
general dtlirium of the times, and the contcmpti* 
bleness of the a6tor, tended to bury in oblivion, 
but which always ought to be revived, when any 
one is impudent enough to speak of him with res- 
pe*fb. 

It was on a day of parade of some kind ; Ge- 
neral Washington was passing tlirough the 

street 
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street on horseback, followed by an immense crowd, 
when Vaughan happened to set eyes ijpon him for 
the first time. The moment the General approach- 
ed the piace where he stood, Vaughan, totally re- 
gardless of the crowd by which he was surroundedj 
fell upon his knees, and, lifting up his hands and 
eyes toward Heaven, exclaimed with a loud voice, 
in the words of the holy Simeon; " Lord^ now 
*^ hUesi ihoti ihy servunt depart in feace^ according 
*^ to ihy word^ for mine ^yis have seen iby saiva- 
*^ tiQur This sahation q/ the Lord "w^s neither 
more nor less than a man, who had been the chief 
instrument in cutting off the right arm of the nation, 
in which the sham prophet was born, to which he 
still owed allegiance, and the good of wliich he 
had constantly pretended was the sole objeft of his 
political pursuits ! 

The remainder of this man*s history is short- He 
expe<5led like Priestley , that proclaiming himself 
** a friend to the American revolution" would insure 
him respc(5t and reward ; like Priestley he was dis- 
appointed, neglefted, and despised; and he at last 
left the country in dudgeon, just as Priestley will, 
the moment he can do it with a prospeA of living 
elsewhere in safety and in case. 

So much for the ancestor of M. B. P, who, if 
this letter should ever fall into his hands, will cer- 
tainly not thank the Doftor for dragging him forth 
from obscurity- Let us now return to the son, whose 
great abilities, knowledge, znd integrily, the Do<ftor 
boasts of, and whom he says, "any country may 
** be proud to possess.^^ 

By Priestley's manner of expressing himself one 
might be led to suppose Vaughan a member of the 
British parliament^ at this time : this is not, how- 
ever, the case- He uuu a member of that assem* 
bly previous to the last general eleftion. And the 
Doctor should have told us, how he gained admt- 
fance tbere^ It was notj he well knows^ by the free 
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ivofcc of any part af ike people of Great Britain* 
tHe was not chosen by the free men of a county, of 
a city, or of an open independent borough; but 
^was thrust in by the influence of the Marquis of 
msdovvn, under whose roof the Doftor and his 
Hackney predecessor were lodged and fed. He 
owed his seat to one of those very patronised bo- 
roughs, about which ke and Priestley, and Prke, 
and Stone^ and Fox\ and Paine, and Grey, and thci 
Sheares^s^ and the O^Conmrs hnve kept up such a 
loud and incessant clamour ! His acceptance of 
such a seat was an a6t of patriotism very little infe- 
rior to that of his patriotic father, who^ in his zea' 
for the public good, in his eagerness to apply the 
great abilities and integrity of his son to the ser- 
vice of his dear country-, nobly threw aside evcr^^ 
selfish consideration, and^^ — tendered a bribe $q the 
minister of stale! 

There must be something extremely pliant and i 
cominodions in the conscience of a seciurian refor-^ \ 
mtt\ TITHES were an abominable grievance, but 
the Dodtor had no objection to their being still ex* 
Sifted, provided he were admitted to participate. 
Bribery, and corruption, and rtjtten boroughs were 
all execrable with his pupd Vaughan ; but they 
were quite proper, as the means of obtaining him a 
sinecure and a scat in parliament- Hudibras's pu- 
ritan 'Squire (who, by the by, would have made 
a charming preacher at Hackney) has very logical- 
ly proved that whores and dice are the exclusive 
property of the Satvts, and are (he should have said, 
in part,) unjustly detained from them by the wicked. 
This is the prototype of the Unitarian creed. Every 
thingt of which they can (no matter how) engross 
the possession or the controul, is allowable, and 
praise-worthy, aud excellent. The oppression of 
tythes is done away by their reception; from their 
lips perjury is a pious fraud ; when they conspire 

against 



SEPTEMBER, 1798. 269 

against the state', it h a proof of their fidelity ; a 
bible becomes purified by passing through their 
hallowed fingers, and a rotten seat in parliament is 
made as sound as heart of oak, by coming in con- 
tra<51: with their sandlified sans-culottes. 

Never was the DoAor more hampered than in . 
framing an explanation of these unfortunately In- 
tercepted Letters. His talents at equivocation are 
such as refledl infinite honour on his se<ft ; but to 
such a dilemma was he reduced, that it was impos- 
sible to advance any thing in his vindication, which 
must not, upon examination, make against hinu 
Some excuse he was compelled to give, for the un- 
limited confidence reposed in him by Stone and 
Vaughan, other than the mere relationship between 
them as brother traitors to Great Britain, which he 
well knew, would, just at this mometit^ have been 
rather unpopular; and, therefore, to carry the 
origin of his connexion as far back as possible, he 
teljs us that the former was one of \\\%flock^ and the 
ktter was one of lus pupils. But, in saying this,, 
he was not aware that he communicated a very va- 
luable fadl to the public, who will be able, from 
the sentiments, connections, and condudl of these 
men^ to form a very corredl opinion of the political, 
moral, and religious principles, inculcated in the 
conventicle and seminary at Hackney; and the 
Doctor will have the honour of being known and 
acknowledged as the preceptor of a secreted renega- 
do passing under a feigned name, and as th^ pastor 
of the most execrable traitor, and most infamous 
miscreant, of even this base, treacherous, and im- 
pious age. 

From I he " parentage and education'* (to speak 
in the Tyburn stile) of his secreted pupil^ M. B. P. 
alias Benjamin Vaughan, I now come to his Emi^ 
gration from England. The Doctor says, ^* He, 
" like me, thought it necessary to leave Eng-; 

'' land." 
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** land/* This sentence I, for my own part, pe^t- 
fectly understand; but as it was intended for the^j 
public at large, he should have subjoined its vari^'^ 
oils significations. " Thought H necessary to have 
Ef/ghmd" means J %vas forced lo leave ^ or Jled from^ 
or ran avoay from, or escaped from England, It 
was in this sense that Rowan , Tandy, ReynQlds^ 
and Gary, '■ thought if necessary to leave*' Ireland, 
and that citizen Lee^ who^ like a true sans-culotte, , 
slipped out of Newgate in petticoats; and Cal- 
lender, who eloped from the catch poles^ " thought 
*^ i7 necessary to leave England;" butj I do not 
know that even any of these ever thought it neces- 
sary to secrete themselves in America^ or to assume 
z feigned name. 

li, in the place of this paltry attempt to disguise 
the truth, he had honestly told the public, %vbm^ 
and on what account, his pupil " thought it neccs- 
*^ sary to leave England," he would have saved me 
the trouble of writing a paragraph or two on a very 
villainous snbjecr* 

*^ He, Me rne^ thought it necessary to leave Eng-» 
*' land." 

What does this mean ? From it are we not to in- 
fetj that he and the Doctor left England under 
similar circumstances^ and from similar motives? 
Is not this the natural inference ? Did the writer 
not wish by this sentence to make the people be-. 
lieve, that Vaughan was an oppressed and persecuted 
man J and that^ like Priestley, lie fled to America^ 
as to an asylum " from the rnde arm nf molence^ 
" from the rod of lawless power: horn barbarian 
" fury that pur even life itself in danger ?'* Did he 
not wishj I say, to cause this lying cant of liis de- 
mocratic addresses to be revived and applied to the 
emigration of his friend and pupil ? Most certain- 
ly he did; his words cannot possibly admit of any 
other construction. Now, then, ^octor^ listen to 

a true^ 
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a true, unsophisticated tale ; and when you have 
heard, to the end, hide your head forever; go to 
Kennebeck, assume a feigned name, and take 
shelter under the same roof with your secreted 
pupil. 

John H. Stone, the writer of the infamous Inter- 
cepted Letters, went to France at an early period of 
the revolution. He had a brother named William^ 
a coal-merchant in London. On the 29th of Janu- 
ary, 1796, this brother 'William was tried for High 
Treason before Lord Kenyon, in Westminster Hallj 
and the following is the substance of the printed re- 
port of that trial. 

* The prisoner, William Stone, was charged 

* with two species of treason; the first, with com- 
^ passing and imagining the king's death ; and the 

* second, with conspiring with John H. Stone, 
^ his brother, and with a person named William 

* Jackson. It was given in evidence, that the 
^ French government had employed John H.Stone 

* and Jackson, lo'gain such intelligence of the si- 

* tuation of Great Britain and Ireland as might 

* enable them to judge of the expediency of an in- 

* vasion. The connection between these two perr 

* sons and William Stone, the prisoner, was placed 
' beyond the possibility of a doubt. The former 

* was his brother, already become a domiciliated 

* Frenchman, and whom he knew to be in the con- 

* fidence and interest of the French government ; 

* the latter had been, to the knowledge of the pri- 

* soner, sent over to England by John H. Stone^ 

* for the purpose of acquiring intelligence; andi 
^ notwithstanding the prisoner was fully aware 

* of Jackson's mission, he nevertheless, though a 

* British subjedt, had held correspondence with, 

* and assisted him in making enquiry how the 

* kingdom might most successfully be invaded, or 

* if it would be for the interest of the French go- 
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vernment to make any invasion whatertn — In tlid 
course of their correspondence, it app^eared, that 
a great deal wa3 said concerning a certain family 
at Shields; all which, though seeminglj^ inno- 
cent, was an ingenious invention to convey a 
double meaning, and, under these symbols and 
allegories, the real business was mysteriously con- 
cealed. — It appeared too, that John H. Stone had 
repeatedly recoiT^ mended Jackson to his brother^ 
the prisoner, as his confidential friend, conse- 
quently an immediate connection and correspon- 
dence took place between Jackson and the priso- 
ner, and the fornner was furnished by the latter 
with money to cffe<5t Im purposes. Their cor- 
respondence was carri<7d on under feigyied tmrnis, 
John, H. Stone's letters were signe^ Benjamin 
Beresford; Jackson's were signed Thomas Fopkins, 
and William Stone's were signed by his own 
name reversed, William Euois. — In the begin- 
ning of the year 1794 fifteen ships were lost to 
ihe country, inconsequence of intelligences sup- 
posed to iiave been conveyed through this chan- 
nel to the enemy. — Jackson, during this corres- 
pondence, was in Ireland, whither he went to exe- 
cute his part of the trai[orous plan, which was, 
to procure such intelligence of the situation of 
Ireland, and of the disposition of the people, as 
would best enable the French government the 
more efFediually \o plan the invasion and reduc- 
tion of that country* Jackson (previous to the 
trial of Stone) was tried, in Ireland, for high, 
treason^ and convi&ed\ but he poisoned himself 
before sentence was pronounced on^ him — In 
the course of the trial cerfain papers vvcr^ pf^- 
duced in evidjnce. *^ 

[Now for Monsieur M. B. P,] 
" Onctof the papers read was wTitten by BEN* 
" JAMIN VAUGIIAN, member of parliament 

'' for 
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for Calne, ami had been given by liim to the 
prlsontr. It appeared to be written with the 
view to describe the temper and opinioas of th^ 
peopk of Great Britain, respeding the threaten- 
ed invasion of the French^ and purported to 
show the improbability th^re wa(& of any atich 
measure socccedingj at that time, from a variety 
of causes^ andthat, from the disposition ofth«3 
people, which had been clearly indicated in se-^ 
^ veral instances, there wa« every reason to appre- 
*^ hendj that such an attempt would prove abor- 
*' tive. The paper concluded with observing, that 
*^ it would be expedient for the French to 

" HOLD out PAIR AND MODERATE TERMS O^ 

" peace/' 

It was after this rascal William Stone, was seized, 
and Vaughan's paper along with him, thatt the lat- 
ter ** thought it necessary to leave England.'* W. 
Stone fold a toogh story, and brought in Smith, 

[.Sheridan, I^uderdale, with some three or four sec- 
tarian priests, to corroborate what he said ; in con- 
sequence of which a deceived Jury brought in a 
verdiA Not Guilty, It was said^ that^ though 
John PL Stone was clearly proved to be a traitor, 

I- his. brother might not be one. He, it was said, a^ 
well ^s Fimghan^ were (poor innocent souls!) only 
endeavouring to firmade the French uot to injure 
Great Britain !! ! But what must have been the 
vexation of the duped Jury, when they found, 
soon after, that both these garni creatures were 
safely arrived at Paris ! 

Had M. B. V. alim Benjamin Vaughan^ remained 
calmly in England, after the seizure of his papers, 
or had he '* thought it necessary to leave England" 
tor America, we might have supposed it passible - 
that he was innocent^ and that the intelligence, 
found in his hand-writing, and destined for the use 
of the French, was obtained from him by decep-- 
tion; we mightj in short, have rhopght him tlie 
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dupe, rather than the accomplice, of Jackson and 
the two miscreant brothers. But, wlien we know* 
that he went from England to Paris; when we be-^i 
hold him seeking safety in the bosom of that ene- 
my, against whom it was pretended, he wished tc 
defend his country ; when we see him in the closest* 
connection with the traitor Stone, the spy Gallois, 
and the minister Talleyrand ; when all these indu- 
bitable, concurrent, and striking fa6ts stare us in 
the face, we are not, hke a Westminster Jury, to 
be cozened out of our conviftion by a miserable . 
Unitarian subterfuge. 

Having thus traced the Hackney pupil to his 
home* the Republic of France, where he was so 
happily situ:ited, under the mild and benignant 
government of Barras, and in the society of his 
* dear friend' Stone, and the virtuous Citoyennc 
Williams ; seeing him thus placed amidst the 
charms of liberty and equality, literaturei philoso- 
phy, and love, 1 trust we ought not to be accused 
of impertinent curiosity, if w^e ask, What could 
induce him to think it necessary to leave Prance, 
and why should we not still regard him as a spy in 
her service ? 

Why did he assume a feigned name? Was this 
ct'er done, but from some base or wicked motive ? 
The word alias is frequently heard in courts of 
justice; highwaymen, pickpockets, deserters, trai- 
^^tors, and spies, often coin themselves a variety of 
names, as well as of occupations ; but is this ever 
done by the honest man ? Is it ever done by the 
innocent traveller? and, above all^ is ir ever ddnc 
by a gentleman coming to sit peaceably down in his 
^favourite country ? 

It has, I find, been said by the French fa6tion, 
that Vaughan assumed a feigned name, in order to 
avoid being claimed by the British government, 
under the XXVI lit h article of the Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce, and not for any purpose hostile to 

the 
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the United Slates. Butj the absurdity of this apo- 
logy will at once be pcrceiwed, when it is recol- 
lerted, that the trciUy does not stipulate for the 
surrender of traitors (as it ought to have done), 
but for that of forgers and murderers only. No 
reason, therefore^ existed for his disguising himself 
on this account J nor an any other than that of fear 
of dcEetftion by the people of America, and to fear 
such detect ion strongly argues the intention of com- 
mitting some crime against the state ; and when 
to this suspicious circumstance of the feigned name, 
we add the cause of his emigration to France^ and 
his subsequent conne<5tion with Gallois^ Talleyrand, 
and the traitor Stone^ who writes so despitefully of 
the American government ; what is there, I pray* 
in Priestley's explananon, to induce us to abandon 
the persuasion of his being an agent in the service 
ofFraTice? 

P'ully aware of the efFeA of so dark-looking a 

circumstance as that of a feigned name^ the Dodtor 

has gone as far as lie could to invalidate the fadl, 

-He says of his pupil : " for some time, he is said to 

" have assumed a feigned name; this he does not 

" doicre" — ^^Vhar a crafty j though simple-looking 

shift ! It neither avows nor denies the fadl of his 

having gone by a feigned name, previous to the 

publication of the Intercepted Letters, and yet it 

would leave the ignorant to believe^ that he never 

.did assume a feigned name in America. It is a ' 

|true seftarian subterfuge; a lie in the words of 

I truth, and is exactly of a piece with the cautious, 

Lplacid, meek-sounding cant^ that has ever been the 

^.distinguishing trait in the writings of the subtle 

^hypocrite, who now makes use of it. 

What! in the name of all that is impudent, docs 
he mean, by telling the people, that, ' i$ is said' 
that Vaughan went under a feigned name f Do 
we not kmw it ? Does pot Stone tell us so ? And 

T 2 docs 
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doe^ not this villain address a letter to Pries tleyj in 
which he speaks of Vtughan under a feigned name ? 
If he had not assumed a feigned name, why did not 
Stone call him by his real nams ? And, as to hts 
not going by a feigned name here\ if it was not 
kere^ where was it ? — in Great Britain ? — For what? 
4— In France J where he was amongst his dear friends, 
Talleyrand, &c.? — It is nonsense to suppose such a 
thing. No, it is clear, it is certain^ that he as* 
sumed a feigned name, that he assumed it here, and 
[though it be impossible to determine exactly for 
fWhat purpose it was assumed, no one will hesitate a 
, moment to acknowledge, that tha^ purpose must be 
' itfitmn to Priestley ; fur, had he not known the 
meaning of M, B. P. he never could have explained 
that meaning to the public ; and it is very im- 
probable, indeed, that he should be in the secret of 
Vaughan's assuming a feigned name, without being 
well acquainted with the reasons for his doing it, 
and, of course, without being an accomplice in all 
his designs- 

I do not pretend to point out (it is not necessary 
tlmt I should point out) the precise nature of these 
designs ; but when all the circumstances are consi- j 
dered, the flight of Vaiighan for England, his con- H 
nections at Paris, the sentiments contained in Stone's " 
* ktter, and, above all, the feigned name, it is im- 
possible not to believe, that the intentions of the 
parties concerned, were dishonourable, if not-hos- 
tile to the internal peace and safety of the United 
States. fl 

Priestley plainly perceived, that the publishing of ™ 
the Intercepted Letters must produce this persua- 
sion in every mind, and he seems to have been 
pretty certain, that his subterfuges would not be 
sufficient to do it away ; he concludes, therefore^ 
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suiuLJcni lo no u away ; nc conciuoes, rnererore^ ^j 

Ifiixh telling us, that Vaughan is * wtil known to, H 

* and fToh^h\y corresponds with, the PmsiusNt, ™ 

vho d 
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' who will smik at the surmises that have been 
** thrown out/ Matchless impudence \ and it 19 
the more provoking, from being accompanied with 
such seeming tranquillity and ease. 

Butj supposing for a mornent^ ihe hA to be true s 
supposing that Benjamin Vaughan, who gav^e in- 
telligence rcspefting the state of his country, to 
an agent of thcxnemy, and who went afterwards to 
Paris, and joined a knot of execrable English trai<r 
furs, avowedly in the service of France ; allowing 
that the ' dear friend' of Talleyrand, Galloisj Stone, 
and Priestley; allowing that the secreied M.H.P* 
who has assumed a feigned name, to be ' tvellhiown 
to/ and even allowing thac he *^ corresponds witb^ 
ithe President/ what doe^ that make in justifica- 
tion of his designs in America f The Phesident 
of the United States associating and corresf^Qmiing 
^ith such a man, mustj indeed, give great pain 10 
(his friends, and pleasure to his enemies; must fix 
the mark of folly on the character of his constituents, 
and that of imbecility on his own. But, it is false; 
false as the heart of its inventor. No man who is 
acquainted with the Peesiuent, or with his sen- 
timents, will ever believe it. lie entertains too 
hearty an abhorrence of Jacobinism, to take one of 
its apostles by the hand. If, however > the? disgrace* 
ful and alarming faft were founded in truth, it 
would be no proof of the iimocmt vih'fjtions of the 
.person who had the address to insinuate himself 
fjnto the confidence of the Pkesiden r; on the con- 
|-trary, it would be a strong corroboration of our sus- 

Sicions ; it would tend to prove, that he understood 
is business^ and had succeeded in his mission ; for 
, how could a spy obtain more, or better information, 
[than by conversing and corresponding uuib him^ 
whose hreast is the repository of the designs ami ib§ 
secrets of ih nation? 

T 3 Thus, 
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Thus, I put an end to my remarks on this string 
qF miserable excuses, which^ instead of white- wash- 
ing the charafters of the preceptor and his pupil; j 
have certainly added to :he darkness of their for- 
mer dye. In supporting our suspicion, respedting 
the conduft or intentions of any one, It_is not toj 
be. expected, that we should be able to point out] 
precisely, what crime he has committed » or is goin^ 
to commit ;. for this would no longer be susftcion d 
it would be proof. When %ve say, we smpei^ meni 
of evil deeds or intentions, all that is required ofl 
us is, that we bring forward, and establish the truth 
of fafts, sufficient to warrant our suspicion. That 
such fails with respeft to the evil intentions of 
Vaughan, and his confidential friend Priestley, were 
brought forward and established by the publication 
of Srone's treasonable letters, Priestley himfielf al- 
lows, when he says, that the publication has excitcdi 
an alarm^ &c» and, that the impression, whichf 
those fadls were calculated to produce, ought not 
to be effaced by any thing contained in his pal try J 
shuffling explanation, I think will be granted bj 
every American, whose mind is unpcr verted by the 
rancour of whiggism^ and un corrupted by the basai 
and despicable principles of the Priestlean school 
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W EhSfion at Baltimore, — The result of this con* 
P test, which has proved favourable to the *' Hero 
I OF Mud Fort/' is a disgrace to all the whole 
I system ofrmiversai suffrage y and on the city of Bal- 
I timore itself, it implants a stain never to be re- 
ft moved by any thing its inhabitants can do or say< — • 
I For my part, I shall n^ver more call it Bahnmrei 
m the name of a noble family ought no longer to be 
I degraded 
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degraded by such an application* I shall call it 
Sam-eukUe'Vilie^ whicii, being interpreted^ means, 
** the city of raganmffins'^ 

Extras of a LefUr from Sans-cuhtie-viUe^ dated 
O£iohr 4^ 1798, 

^^ This night will end our four days' eleilion, 

I-** when Smith, 10 the infamy of our district, will 

be chosen by a large majority ; a melancholy re- 

J/^ cord of Jacobin triumph, over the friends of go- 

,'* vernment and its admmistration* His being a 

'* Major-general of the militiaj and the lavish dis- 

" tribution, which has been made of money , in 

" every quarter^ for the use of the vulgarj has had 

*^ an influence not to be controlled by reason or 

*' justice. Great preparations are making for the 

'^ celebration of Smith's success, this night, Se- 

, " veral pipes of wine are taken out to the commom^ 

** for the populace to regale with, A triumphal 

" chair is made on purpose, and great illuminations 

" prepared by the democrats of our city. Jn short, 

1^'^ the eleftion has been attended with bloodshed 

" and mobs. The peaceable voters have been 

" driven from the hustings. The country parties, 

** against Smith, were, as they came in, met by 

** the mobs, stoned, brick- batted, and knocked off 

*^ their horses. In a word, it has been a perfeib 

*^ Paris eleftion, and Smith may be looked upon 

" as the Marat of our city, 

" P. S, Our Mayor is a democrat, and, of 
** course, never made one effort to check this vile 

' " and infamous rabble/' 

Extras of a Letter from Hatford^ Maryland^ 
Oaober % 1796- 

'^ At our ele^Sion in this county yesterday, 
" Thomas had about 1 50 votes, and Christie about 

T 4 " 350. 
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*' 350. I am fjearfiil Christie will be ck^a^d; 
** great pains have hmn taken by him md his 

** party, making beef feasts. Sec. in every corner 

^^ of the county, and preaching up opposition to 

\'^^ the government^ sedition law, heavy taxes^ 

^^ standing army^ &c, and to the poorer class, that 

*' Thomas's party wishes, and have said that they 

^ -'^ had the poor under, and they would keep them 

" so — they have got a great proportion of this 

*' county, very much disaffected to our govern- 

" ment, and its administration, and I think the 

'^ French might, at this time^ safely calculate on 

'- three fourths of this county, willing to become 

1'^ tributary to tliem ; how it is in the counties of 

'*' Cecil and Kent, I cannot so well judge ; but the 

** French interest has always been considerable 

*^ there, as well as here. 

" If a man in this county was to set up, and 

openly declare himself in favour of, and in the 

'^' interest of, the Direftory, I really believe, he 

* " would have the greater part of the votes in this 

-•/* county, Christie does not so openly declare 

^^ himself a tool of the Diredlory, and thereby de- 

^' ceive some good disposed people," 



From Rf4sselts Boston Gazette, — *^ The leaders of 
the Frenchified party in the United States, do not 
despair of final siiccesSj they expect yet to accom- 
plish their horrid views, by means of French in- 
trigue. Some diplomatic spy will probably be sent 
over, ten thousand lies be told, the bare hearing 
one of which will make us deserving the fate of 
Switzerland- The sansrculotte minister, the mo- 
ment he arrives, ought to be re-embarked, and sent 
back to the five- headed monster — we have nothing 
to gain, and every thing to lose by a new treaty 
'ivith modern Carthage, Thank God^ we have hap- 
pily 
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pily got rid, by aift of Coagress, of the works of 
FranMm aad Jefferson, Of those deieskihk mstm- 
menUj madq entirely according to the will oi 
France, by those two accommodating philosophers. 
The day that they were annul led, ought to be kept 
as a %rand jubilee throughout tlic United States, 
It relieved us from the deadly embraces of thieves, 
rabbets, and assassins, from the worst situation 
which oiir country has been iti, since its first seitlc- 
ment. If we return to such dreadful shackles, 
*^ we shall merit a greater punishn:icnt than otlier 
*^ nations have suffered, and the just indignation of 
" Heaven *." 



From X Russell* s BosUn GazetU. — '^ One of the 

wisest measures ever adopted by our general govern* 
mentj is that by which we are disconnedied with 
the perfidious French natmn, whose character of 
Punic faith, generally applied to her under the 
ujonarchy, has been so firmly established by her 
cojiduct, since she assumed the republican form^ — 
a form so unsuitable to her friv^olous disposition, 
that no change of conduct will ever alter ir. Du* 
plicity has been, and ever will be a leading trait in 
the political irharacfer of her rulers; whether a po- 
pular or monarchical government prevails. Of thi^ 
the whole world lias long been convinced, and 
every day's intercourse with them, confirms the 
fact, by evidence too powerfully demonstrative to 
be resisted. TJie United Stales, in particular, have 
reason to know it, f^vcr since the detestable 
French revolution, have the agents of tliat nation^ 
as well at home and here, been pursuing sreps inva- 



* Such were the opinjon ^^bich ^ai, in 1798, entertained of 
the tr«atic§ with France. 



riably 
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'riably militating against our welfare and tranqnillity, 
' *To the virtuous firmness of our government alone^ 
it is that we are indebted for a continuance of our 
political existence^ and not to the hollov? profes- 
•sions of a set of hypocriteSj or their p|rti5ans 
-among us, the treacherous Judas's of America; 
jwho, for money, or from predilection to a hostile 
^nation^ would betray their country's best interesta 
4nto the hands of her most inveterate enemy, 

" It was to be expected that Talleyrand, and the 
other members of the French governraentj would 
endeavour to shift the blame of a rupture, from 
their own shoulders upon us. They have repre- 
sented our commissioners as inaccessible^ and in- 
r trenching themselves in etiquette — while it is 
[-known every effort they made was fruitless. Wea- 
ried at last with a series of indignity and humiliation^ 
to which the envoys of no other nation under 
P heaven, would have submitted, they have quitted the 
^inhospitable soll^ and are all safe in America: And 
^nowj this hypocrite Talleyrand, and his coadjutors 
"in iniquity, are labouring to establish an opinion^ 
tliat the whole blame of failure is ours ! No man^ 
[*but a blind Jacobin, or a venal slave, can be im- 
h posed on by artifices so gross; and^ none but vil- 
lains accustomed to practise the vilest arts, and to 
cram the most evident absurdities down the throats 
of others in their power, could expect to be credited 
^ when asserting falsehoods so palpable. Yet, after 
^all the provocations they are continually accumu- 
^lating on us, they profess a desire to live in peace 
with us 1 But J as we are now separated, may the 
God of goodness^ eternally preclude a second con- 
nection ; fur their friendship is only for the pur- 
pose of treachery — and their fraternal embrace — 
^ death!" 




* 
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Envoy Logan. — " By the extracts from Paris pa- 
pers, now printed in America, it appears that Doc- 
tor Logan has drawn to himself the eyes of Europe 
and America — Wlien he left Philadelphia, there 
were jnany just causes to suspect that he was sent to 
France on a pohtical mif^sion, in the cliaracter of 
agent for the French faction in the United States^ 
Who will doubt it^ when he knows that Dr* Logan 
has had frequent conferences with Talleyrandj the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and has been honour- 
ably entertained by Merlin, the president of the 
directory. 

** It was long ago ascertained, and has been for 
some time ^^w^fW/y beheved, that a regular inter- 
course was kept up between certain leaders of the 
opposition party to the federal governmenr, and the 
conductors of the French republic ; that there was 
a regular co-operation of the French faction here, 
and the French rulers there to destroy, and essen- 
tially change the present constitution, and to put 
the affairs of America under the guidance of men 
devoted to France- Can now, miy person whatever.^ 
who has given the most; cursory atsention to politi- 
cal occurrences, hesitate to believe, that such a 
faction has existed; and at this moment, that their 
chief is usurping the executive powers of the nation. 
\Ve are informed, under the Paris head of ncws^ 
that Dr. Logan is an envoy from the Americans, 
who avow their gratitude and friendship to France ; 
and that he earned with him letters from T, Jeffer- 
son to Merlin, or Talleyrand- 

*' Need it be asked by what authority has Thomas 
Jefferson presumed to interfere in the management 
of our intercourse with foreign nations ? He is but 
vice-president; and, in usurping the functions of 
the chief magistrate, he has given a proof oC 3^ft\^\- 
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tioD — the ruling passion of his heart^that cannot 
|soon be forgotten. His retirement from the office 
|of secretary of state, i^/hich has been represented by 
[his friends as an evidence of his humility, will no 
ilonger be mistaken by any, not even by the most 
^charitable of men, who are reatly to'attribQte the 
^most suspicious aftion^ to laudable motives* This 
tanticfpafson of the supnme fower of the state^ wtiile 
]it marks his inordinate thirst of power » shews that 
tthc bounds of the constitution arc vain barriers 
i against him. 

" Mr* JefFerson*s intimacy wirh Dr. Logan — 
[their frequent communications, previous to his de- 
Iparture— a departure sudden and almost unaccoun- 
[table — a departure in the same vessel that carried 
I Kosciusko, Volney, &c* &c, — ^his reception at Paris 
[by Talleyrand and Merlin, carry an irresistible 
Lconviiftion, that he was well announced, and re^ 
[commended from America. This Dr. Logan, it is 
jtjuej is the same person with whom Mr. Monroe, 
wliilc minister at Paris, corresponded ; bat, this 
circumstance alone, could not have obtained for 
lliim an admittance to the President of the Direc- 
Xtory oi tht bad nation, — He must have had other 
[credentials. — -From whom could they have been 
Idbtained ? From none but the leaders of J he French 
'fcdtion. — Is it not time fur the people to dismiss 
these leaders — such as Jefferson, Galiatin^ Taze- 
%^'ell, and L}'On, from iheir confidence and ser- 
vice: Or, will they countenance adls of usurpa- 
tion, upon the sovereign authorities ? Will rhey 
trust power to men, who, not content with their 
legitimate share, though great and far above their 
desert, are grasping that which has never been con- 
fided to them — are undertaking t.o conduct the 
affairs of the United States, without the lawful 
will of the people^ and in derogation of the con- 
stituted authorities ? Aut Cm&r^ auinulhis — Cesae 
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or Nob OB Y^ is the motto of every tyrant— ^Hence 
the embassy of Logan. — Look to it, people of 
America, and, by times, take heed ! 

M MARCUS." 



WOLF IN SHEEFs CLOTHING ! 

Take Care^ Religious Damsels f 

INTERESTING LAW CASE. 

Ann Burns, "^ Action of damages for breach 
vs. >of promise of marriage, before 

John Baker. J the Honourable Judge Kent,, at 
the sittings held after July term, Friday, August 
17, 1798. 

Counsel for the Plainhff. 
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Monroe. 

For the Defendant. 
Mr. EvERSTON, Mr* Lee. 

Mr. Monroe, on behalf of the Plaintiff, opened 
the cause. He stated to the court and jury, that 
ln^s client was a young woman of respectable family 
and connections ; that she had been addressed by 
the defendant, in the character of a lover, wha 
sought a connection with her on honourable terms ; 
that he continued his attentiop to her, till he had 
effected her seduction, and when he had discovered 
she was pr'cgnant, had abandoned her ; that the de- 
fendant was a man who belonged to the society of 
the Methodists, and had introduced himself to his 
client as a preacher of the gospel, and under the 
cloak of religion effected her ruin. He trusted 
the jury would mark such conduct by heavy da* 
mages. 



286 



GAZETTE SELECTIOKS. 



Thomas Ivers was the first witness called for the 
plaiiitifF. He swore that he knew the parties; that 
the defendant was a preacher in the nacrhodist 
church, and as such, became acquainted with the 
plaintiff, who was bis grand daughter; that he 
knew him frequently to wait upon her home, and 
shew the usual behaviour and attentiotis of a young 
man who was courting ; that he, as well as her con- 
nexions, had a high opinion of his religion, for 
he was very much accustomed to pray in the family, 
and to sing psalms, and it was considered by him 
as well as her friends^ as a match. 

Roderick M'Cloud the next witnesss, was called 
to pro re the defendant's hand writing— which hav* 
ing done, the fullovving IcUer was produced and 
read in evidence. [ It seems to have been written 
in answer to one^ in wliich the plaintiff had in- 
formed him of being out of health,] As the cor- 
redtion of it would he something of a task, we 
give the letter of the preacher verbatim e^ liieraHm^ 
preserving even the spelling; it was addressed to 
Mr. Nancy Birn, Woodbridg. 

Dear Madam, 

Ihad the plesure this morning to Read a few lines 
from you my Dearest friend in which I had the 
Disagreeable News of your illness of body with 
gratitude I inform you that I am well in body and 
mind thanks be to GOD for these inestimable bles- 
sings it was with pleasure that I Received your let- 
ter but the news of your indisposion pierces my 
breast with Disagreeable & Keen Sensations of Sor- 
row but I flatter myself that it ariseth from the 
feteage of your Journey and that you will shortly 
Recover through Divine mersy and be restored to 
your hehh and to my sight but in this I must Say 
Not my will but the will of god be Done, 

I have 
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I have not yet gone the small Journey that I ex- 
pedled and as Sercumstanies now is I dont think I 
shall Mr„asbury has arrived here and wishes me to 
with him to wilborough Conference I have not con- 
sented however the time approaches that I must 
leave you with all that I ingoy beneath the sun and 
enter into an unkind World to preach tthc gospell 
of a gloryous Redeemer or ellsc fare well to hap- 
ynes forever 

it is vaine for us to murmur or repine at Divine 
providence let us gladly Do, and Sffur the Will of 
god oure time is short atid is Wasting away eterna- 
ty is Roll.ing on a few more Rolling suns & and meet- 
ing and parting Will be no more O let if be our 
anktious Care to se cure an interest in the blood of 
Jesus that we may meet where parting Shall be no- 
more forever thare sickness and sorrow shall be 
done away. 

O then, let our afFetflion be Weaned from things 
of earth & let our harts be m heaven Dear Nancy 
let me intreat you to lay asid those glomy thoughts 
Concerning the ingoyments of this present world and 
seek those ingoyments which from a bove by giving 
Christ your hart 

but must I seas to wright my time and paper fales 
and Now to the arms of a bleeding saviour I Com- 
mend your prisious soul and body hoping that he 
Who a lone can Do the Work Will bring you into 
soundness, of helth of body mind and soul &gide 
& comfort you through this short life and bring 
us at last to ingoy him and each other in a better 
world and now may the spirit of peace and love be 
with you my Dear let our lov Constant and though 
partid in body Wee shall be present in mind an<l 
hart 

thin 
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rise and oceans Roll To sever 



thin mountains shall 
us en VaiQ 

I am your affeAionatc friend 

JOHN BAKER 
JV^^ YorJt July ike 26 1798 

Ebenczer Doughty was next called — He swore 
that the defendant told him about a twelvemonth 
ago, at which time, as it afterwards appeared, the 

plaintiff was pregnantj that if a certain something 
turned up, he should be married very shortly — 
otherwise not in two or three years ; and that he 
was acquainted with the circumstance flf the de- 
fendant's visiting her, and being attentive to her 
[ and to her only. 

William Vallead swore, that he saw the defend- 
^ ant frequently visiting the plaintiff, and attending 
particularly to her ; that he asked him if he intend- 
ed to marry, and he said he did not know; on 
which the witness advised him to discontinue his 
>isits, to which, however, he paid no regard, but 
went to see her as usual- At length ir appeared the 
plaintiff was pregnant, and charged it upon the de- 
fendant^ — he did not pretend to deny it, bat said 
I however, on being asked if he would marry her, 
he did not know how it might be, but he could not 
think of such a thing then, and begged the matter 
might rest there till he should come back from the 
country, where he was going to preach the gospel, 
Margaret Morgan was next called as the last 
[witness, she said that she was present when the de- 
. fendant was sent for and told the plaintiff's situa- 
tion, and charged with his baseness to her, and re- 
jproached by her that he had seduced htr under a 
Vfromist^ Qf marriage. He admitted he was the father 
t of the child, and as to the rest he icplied, that the 
' test and god lies t of men had been overcome ; tJiat 

Adam, 
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Adam, and David, and Solomon > had also fallen — 
but that this was all owingj however, to t!ic warmth 
of her own passions; and in fine, that if he had 
promised her imrrtage^ she could not prove Jt, nor 
could she recover any damages if she did, for he was 
not worth any thing. 

Here the plaintiffs counsel rested the cause, leav* 
ing it to the jury to presume whether a promise of 
marriage was not so irresis table as to entitle them to 
a verdidt. 

The counsel for the preacher opened the defence 
by stating that they should depend much on the 
failure of the plaintiff's proof; but if the jury^ 
should be of a different opinion, they should shew, 
in mitigation of damages, some very improper con- 
duft on the part of the plaintiff, such as no vir- 
tuous woman could be guilty of; that they would 
next shew that the defenxJant was worth nothing, 
and of course it could not be expected that a ver- 
didl for large damages would be given, even if 
they should think the plaintiff had made out her 
cause. 

Roderick M^Cloud was then called again, as a 
witness for the defendant, — He was asked by Mr. 
Lee if he was not knowing to the plaintiff having 
at some time granted improper liberties to a cer- 
tain person ? He answered very readily, that he 
was knowing to her granting very improper free- 
doms indeed, and such as he was persuade^d no vir- 
tuous woman in such a situation would. — Here he 
was interrupted by Mn Monroe, who loM him 
that such was very exceptionable testimony, and 
that he must name precisely what these freedoms 
were, that the jury might judge of them- — He was 
then asked who the person wa^. who had received 
such improper favours? He boggled a little, and ac 
length said he could not answer that question, as it 
affeded too nearly his own charai&ti^ W\ vv\:^i\^^^ 

VOL* JX. u >a.\^^ 
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ivrged upon hinis he confessed that he himself was 
the person. He was then nsked if he aho was not 
a methodisi preacher? this he declined answermgg 
tind his counsel aue^npted to support the objeftion^ 
but it being ruled by the court to be proper, he 
was compt^llcd to answer in tlie affirmative.^ — He 
was then ai«ked to tell the jurj^ exa<ftly what these 
freedoms were ; this seemed to trouble him sorely; 
but after a little hesitation it came out, that she had 
permitted him to wait upoti her home^ four or five 

times and to kiss ha\ and had once laid hi3 

land to her neck ; but it appe:tred from further ex- 
toination, that she had resisted him, even when he 
mempted to kiss her^ and had absolutely refused 
lim when he attempted to take any further liber- 
ties* He acknowledged this was after she was in a 
Btate of pregnancy ; but denied that it was produ- 
ced by any preconcerted plan between the defead- 
int himself^ or that he had done it with a view to 
linform the defendant or to assist him in his cause. 
h After being interrogated by Mr. Monroe about 
twenty minutes, and going through what maybe 
:alled a s%vealing pmcen\ he was permitted to re- 
j.ttre. 

James Goursay was called to prove, the defend- 
»-antV circumstances, which he swore were quite 
^enurious^ but that his father might be worth 3 or 
tool 

The evidence being closed j Mr. Evetson^ for the 
iefendanr, arose and addressed the jury in behalf 
|of his client. He said, he felt himself uncom- 
lonly at a loss what to say in this cause, which he 
thought was not supported by restiuiony ; for the 
mswer of the defendant to the plaintiffj '"^ that she 
^* could not prove that he ever promised her mar- 
*' riage," was very ecjuivocal evidence that he had 
'}\\zx the plaintitf having proved that she was a 
person of respeflable coni^edti^tfej and rather abofvc 
-^i« ^ th« 
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the defendant, instead of having the effeA to in- 
crease the damages, ought in faft to lessen them; 
foritsheWed he had not lost an opportunity of 
making a very good match. But what weighed 
ttiosft in* his mind, her own behaviour, which he 
coulAjiot but crmsider as very reprehensible— that 
it i«^ts isi ftlaxiin in law, that a plaintiff should always 
cdmfe ii^to»i court to ask for justice "with pure 
bends," bjit as to this person, it having been 
proved by their own evidence, that she had had a 
child by means of illicit commerce, they could not 
think her a very virtuous woman; but that her be- 
haviour 'to the witness, the. Rev. Mr. Cloud, was in 
his mind a forfeiture of all chara<3:er— for a woman 
who was courted by one man, to suffer another to 
wait upon her home, to kiss her and fondle with 
her so much as even to lay hi§ hand upon her neck, 
evinced, he wovild say, " a violent propensity to 
" concubinage;" and.no virtuous woman would do 
it, especially at the age of Ive and twenty, when 
the passions may be supposed in some measure to 
have cooled. Ht concluded by recommending to 
the jury to consider the defendant's circumstan- 
ces. 

Mr. Harrison then rose and in a speech of about 
half aa hour, addressed the jury in that eloquent 
and impressive manner which always charadlerizes 
that gentleman when speaking under the convic- 
tion that he advocates the cause of the injured. He 
told the jury he found an embarrassment almost 
equal to that professed by the council on the other 
side, in what manner to express himself on this in- 
teresting occasion. It was his duty to strip the as- 
sumed cloak of religion, from the shoulders of vil- 
lainy, and expose it to the world in all its naked - 
deformity. When the garb of sanctity was bor- 
rowed for the vile and detestable purpose of seduc- 
tioD) when the face of devotion .was put, on to ac- 

u 2 com^lUh. 
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compHsh tlie design of entering the unsuspefted 
roof of hospitality, and planting a dagger in its 
vitals, no language could do jusiice to the subjeft, 
or give expression to the indignation that he felt. 
He would not, he said, detain the jury by a minute 
examination of the testimony^ he submitted the 
force of it to them in full confidence that they 
u'ould readily discern where the truth lay. — As ta 
the pitiful defence which had been set up, that she 
had granted improper liberties to another person, 
at a time when she had received a promise of mar- 
riage ftom the defendant, he was unable to see, as 
the gentleman on the other side had done, the great 
crime in it. It was to be remembered that the wit- 
ness had been received by her as the friend of her 
lover, and considering his extraordinary appearance. j 
of sandlity, she could not think there was muchf 
harm in granting him the liberty of kissing her^ 
cheek — perhaps after resistance — -perhaps in some j 
frolicksome mood* ms to the plea of poverty in] 
the defendant, if that was permitted, all moralit] 
would be at an end, it would only be for a man tc 
say he was poor, and could not pay damages, anc 
he might commit any crime with impunity. Since 
it had arrived to that pass, that public teachers of 
religion, instead of setting a pattern of virtue, ex-- 
liibired the most flagrant examples of vice and in- 
iamy\ it had become the duty of courts and justices 
to exert all their powers and all their influence to 
preserve the murals of the community; and he 
would conclude by saying, that if the jury did not: 
mark this case by a verdict of exemplary damages, 
lie was very apprehensive of tiie pernicious effefts 
it would have on society- 

.nis Honour, Judge Kent, then stated to the jury 
the law, as it applied to the fadts in the case, and 
gave them a summary of the evidence; he observ- 
ed that they must not permit their feelings to con- 
trol 
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trol their judgment ; but it was for them to con- ' 
sider if it did not appear from the testimorty of * 
M'CIoiid, that there had been a plan concerted to 
seduce and ruin the plaintiff by two unprincipled j 
hypocrites; but they were the proper and constitu- 
tional judges of the fa6ts, and he left the whole] 
cause in their hands. 

The jury brought in their verdlft next morningfj 
for the PlaJntiii — Damages^ Seven Hundred am 
Fifiy Doliars. 



Yellow Fevek, — The dreadful scourge being ] 
now re moiled J for this year at least, we may, likej^ 
a traveller who has escaped from the jaws of some. 
ravenous wild beast, venture to look behind us, — »-, 
The following remarks^ incidents, and fables, are; 
extracted from Folw ell's account of tlic yellowJ 
fever of 1798. 

Humanity must surely recoil at the circum*fance,'| 
but the fa(5t is ce-rtain, that a poor, distressed objeiil:' I 
of human woe, was forcibly landed^ on the morningM 
of Friday last, from a vessel, at the public wharf] 
at the hay-scalesj in the district of the Northern '] 
liberties, at 11 o'clock; and lay exposed thcre/j 
without shelter, the same night, and remained un* 
der the debilitating heat of SaturdaVj until one 
o'clock, when the poor sufferer ex pi red , without 
receiving the friendly aid of humanity to support 
him in the last moments of life. His corpse was 
afterwards suffered to be interred at the expense ot a 
few charitable citizens. 

About the middle of Augustj a German, a stran- 
ger in the place, applied to be admitted into the 
Pennsylvania HospiiaU His case did not come 
stridlly within their cognizance, and he was refu- 
sed. Hq then solicited an entrance into the alms- 

u 3 house ; 
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house; but having the dysentery^ and nat being, 
entitled to a place of residence there, he wgs un- 
fiuccessful. His next application was to the health-- 
[officer of the port ; but he copcciviog hin3^t:lf un- 
authorized to send him to the City Hospital, the 
poor wretch was turned away without any hope of 
relief. What became of him, is not known ; but 
the despondency depicted in his countenance, pro- 
duced a correspondent sentiment of sympathy in 
the minds of many, all of whom seemed to regret 
his unhappy condition, though none knew in what 
manner to grant him the aid he re4uired. 

The body of a man was found in the house of 
Captain Stevens, which was almost ate up by ver- 
min* The family had left the hou^e ^bout a month 
previous. Three days after which, it wa? opened 
to get out some goods^ and shut up again till the 
end of September; when a Captain Skaidmore pro- 
cured the key to take out a chest. As soon a^ he 
opened the door^ such an offensive stench issued 
out of it, as induced him and a boy who aecompa- 
Died him, to retreat. They were both shortly after 
taken sick. The body was suffered to remain till 
evening; when two negroes were hired for sixteen 
dollars J to throw the corpse inio the river* No trace 
was left to distinguish whether it was the r<;mnant 
of a white or of a black man, excepting his hav* 
ing long brown hair. — It is true, though very ex- 
traordinaryj that the family do not know how he 
gotin, Dor what soul had possessed the body. They 
left no person, to their knowledge, in the house* It 
was well secured, and they found it so. He lay 
under a cot-bedstead, and had nothing on but a 
shirt. Even a woman who afterwards cleansed the 
house, took sick and died, — Hence, a father, a 
mother, a wife, or perhaps his childrepj will daily 
hope to find him ; but^ while this anticipation may 

luU 
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lull their minds from too-deeply grievrngat hts loss, 
no trace remains of him. They do not know tliat 
he is gone to " that bourne from whence no travelr 
ler returns." ^ 

A man was found dead in a hou^e in Frontj near 
Walnut-streeL The corpse was first discovered, 
by an offensive smell. From the time that elapsed 
after the family left the house, it is thought, it laid 
therej at least, a month. It was in so higli a stat$ 
of putrefraflion, that it was removed by pieces to 
the coffin in which it was deposited. 

A man was found dead in a saiUlofrj who was 
seen^ apparently hearty^ only three days previous. 

AFreach gentleman was found dead in a house 
in Vine, near Front- street. The corpse ivas dis* 
covered only by a putrid effluvia. No person lived 
in the house w^iih him. 

A woman was found dead in Water- street. The 

corpse laid one day before it was discovered. Her 
young child was alive upon the same bed with her. 

The corpse of a woman was found on the com- 
monsj also of two men at No. 1 7 j, North Second- 
street. 

The corpse of a man was found in Water*street, 
It was carefully laid out, and wrapped in a sheetj 
ready for the coffin. v 

September 23. — ^A person was found dead in 
Eighth, between Race and Vine-streets, On the 
25th, a child was found dead on the commons, near 
Potter's- field. On the 27th, the body of a man 
tsras discovered on the wharf below Mr, Wharton's 
counting-house. 

Odlober 16, — A dead woman was found in a 
house at the corner of Eighth and Shippen- streets, 

u 4 About 
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About the l6th of August, a person passing 
through Union, between Second and Third- streets, 
perceived a noxious effluvia, of the nature of that 
which is emitted by coifee, in a state of putrefac- 
tion. He was next day seized with a severe illness, 
and died in a hw days. 

About the 24th of August, a person went home 
in a fright, from having seen a yellow-looking man^ 
He took sickj and died in eight days. 

The case of Jane Doron, at the City-Hospital, 

is somewhat remarkable : She was^ to all appearance^ 
dead, A coffin was brought, and other prepara- 
tions for her interment pursued. But some doubt 
remained in the mind of Dr. May, the physician. 
He returned — and, upon examining her body, he 
felt a warmth near ihe heart, yet without any pal- 
pitation. Urged by this^ he then resolved to try 
his utmost efforts. He began to rub her arm ^ in 
order to bring on a pulse by fnftion. The steward, 
who was also present, laid hold of the other arm, 
and followed the example. In two hours, she shew* 
ed symptoms of life, first, by a quivering at the 
region of the heart, and a few hours afterwards, by 
an hysteric fitj which went off with a copious efFu- 
sion of tears. She recovered- 
Mr, J. Concliy's son died of the calamity* The 
same day his daughter went to the river to bring 
water: Sbe fell in, and was drowned, 

A person entered the house of Mn M'P 

He mentioned that he had ju5[ put a body in a cof-^ 

fin. This alarmed Mt-s. hVP She isnmedi* 

ately took sick. Distress, unusually accumulatedj^ , 

soon fulluwed, Mrs. M'P and a child wereJ 

attacked. Mrs. M^P- — -*s mother and brother 
went to assist them. They were likewise seized; 

and all died but Mr, and Mrs. MT : nor did- 

distress 
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distress end here;^ — Whilst they were m a state of ^ 
convalescence J they were recommended to movetai 
a more airy, and less-infefl-ed situation- On theirl 
removal^ they hired a white nurse ; having previ- 
ously experienced the negligence of severd b]ack(, 
ones. Biity she proved to be more abandoned. 
She let in some persons during the night. Their I 

noise alarmed Mr. MT^ , who was but just ablc'^ 

towalk> He went to inquire wh^t was going on; 
but^ he found them gone^ and fire on the floor ia'^ 
several places. They were robbed of casli, plate, ' 
&c. — ^Even the body-clothes of the two patients, 
who were in bed, were carried oif- 

In many families the mortality was general. 
Three bodies have been taken out of one house at | 
one time. Whole families were^ in several instan- 
ces swept oiF, Mr. Wiles's wife died on the 26tti 
of September. By the time the hearse came for J 
the corpse, his son was dead ; his journeyman died 1 
the same day ; next day Mr. Wiles died, and his'* 
brother-in-law next day after, 

Mr. Scott, a stout robust man, in delirium, ran 
into the street in his shirt and night- cap; and 
walked up several squares, before he was overtaken, 
A patient made his escape from the Hospital with 
nothing on but his shirr, and went to his lodgings, , 
in Water-streetj (a distance of two miles) ; whea 
he arrived, he was covered with blood : It was ' 
caused by his removing the bandages from the 
orifice, where he was bled at the HospitaU 

The screams of a woman, who died at No. 32^ 
Cartcr's-alley, were heard to the distance of Straw* 
berry-alley, on the one side^ and Dock-street on 
the other. The wall of the room was sprinkled 
with blood, that issued from her mouthj upwards of 
two feet from where her head lay. 
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Some were attacked ifi the street^ others on the- 
commons, and there generally laid till a coach came 
to carry them to the hospital. — Drunkards lying iri-< 
the street, have also been sent to the hospital^ sup-j 
posed to have the fever. 

Many scenes occurred to the drivers of the sicfcj 
coaches, which were calculated to sofren hearts theT 
most hardened! Fathers and mothers delivered to 
them their sick children, children their parents^ 
'wives their husbands, husbands their wives, &c, &:c. 
but most frcquenrly^ masters their servants, and^ 
landlords their lodgers- 

A gentleman who remained in the city during] 

the calamity, principally from an intention af as-^j 
sisiing his suffering fellow-creatures^ in taking his] 
rounds one morningj met with a man lying in a 
gutter; whoj in his agony, had much bruised him- I 
self and torn his cloaths, A number of people at I 
a distance were viewing him ; but none ventured to] 
his assistance. His own son had deserted himtj 
Shocking to humanity ! Had it not been for the in-J 
terferencc of the above gentleman, he must have 
tliedj to the reproach ofhumao nature, like a beast! 
He was removed to the hospital, where the last mo- 
ments of this afflidled man were somewhat assuaged 
by the lenient hand of attention. He lived but a 
few hours after he was removed from the gutter, 

A gentleman of New-Jersey, went to German- 
town. Wlien arrived, he feit overcome by beat 
and fatigue; but, notwithstanding, he transacted 
his business; and immediately set off to return 
home. On his way in the road, which leads from 
Frankfjrd to German-town, perceiving a pleasant 
place under the shade of a tree, he laid dowoj with 
an intention of resting himself. Several persons, 
who passed by, expressed their pity for his situation, 

supposing 
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sypposing him ill with the fever, bnt took good 
care to keep qq the other side of the road. At 
kogrh a lady with her daughter^ who happened to 
be riding bvj perceived him, and supposing him ill 
of the fever J ordered her servant to drive up to the 
fence. The gentlemaD, surprised, raised himself 
up, and the kdy in a sympathizing tone of voice, 
desired to know if he was unwell. He informed 
her he was not- But she supposing he was unwil- 
Jing to confess it, pressed him, that if he had the 
fever, and no friends near^ she woo!d take him to 
her house, which was close by, and nurse him her- 
self. The gentleman impressed with gratitude, 
arose, thanked her, and declared that he was only 
fatigued, and had not; been in Philadelphia. 

A person from Philadelphiaj travelling in West 
New-Jersey, stopped at the house of Mr. Craig^ 4 
miller, where he was attacked with the fever: he 
died in a few days. During his illness, he was 
nursed by Mrs. Craig both day and night, who 
would not let any other go nigh him. She re- 
mained with him till he died, and even assisted to 
lay him in a coffin. 

A woman of Wilmington, after losing one of 
her family with the fever that raged there^ fled with 
her five children to the house of her father, a few 
miles from Chester. — He possesses a large house, 
farm, &c. On their approach, her father*s house- 
keeper came to the gate, and forbid them to enter, 
at the same time fastened it. The fugitives took 
shelter in a school-house, nearly opposite, and re- 
ceived dally supports for near three weeks^ from the 
neighbours generally, the father's family excepted, 

Durng the height of the calamity^ it was dif- 
ficult to procure nurses. The hire was from one to 
five dollars per day! Richard Alkii ^\\^ ^N'^x-^^^ 
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Gray, two men of colour^ were very serviceable | 
in assisting to procure nurses. They recommended 
none but those whom they supposed could be 
trusted. ' 

A young man of the name of Henry Bullyber- 
gCTj of Philadelphia, moved to Upper- Providence, 
Delaware county, about fifteen miles from Phila- 
delphia. Contrary to thcinjundtlons of his friends, 
he secretly visited Philadelphia to see his relations. 
He went to the hospital burying- ground: he there 
saw seventeen interred- His sister and her hus- 
band, whom lie visited, took the fever, with him- 
self, who all died in the space of nine days- 
Many fafts appear, which evidence that the 
yellow fever is contagious in country places, distant 
from tide -water, marshes, &c. In German -town, 
the infeftion was in several cases^ communicated 
from one to another. 
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Table exhibiting the Number of Interments in 
each Burying-Ground. 



NAMES. 
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(X 
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J7p9 
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^7m 



Chrmt Church .,,,,« 
St. Peter's ,,.-,,.. 
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St. Mary*R Church 
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The above Table makes \ht total of deaths amount to 3645. 
Our list of the namen of the deceased onSy nmounts 10 3521 % 
but, we think it prubablei ihat the lota! moriiilify, occasioned 
by the pcstilt-ncp, this year, including those who died in the 
country, exceeds 4000« 
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xN thiis place I insert a number of detached 
ianecdotes, which were collefted during my resi- 
dence in Philadelphia. As to the order of arrang- 
ing them vety little attention has been paid to dates^ 
as they are entirely disconnefted with eadi otheir^ 
iLnd everyone sufficiently explains itself. I'heif 
merits consist in their truth, and in the example 
which they furnish of the effects of democratical 
principles, carried into practice; Where the aste-* 
risks are made use of instead of the names of per- 
sons, &c. the ri^mes ^re suppressed from proper 
motives, biit never from a want of my possedsihg 
them; for, I have received nothing as true, the 
4ruth of which I am tiot well satisfied of. 



Theohold Wolf Tone, in the defence, which he 
set up before the Court Martial in Ireland, made 
great professions of disinterestednesSi " Every ac- 
*^ tion oi my life," said he, " has^ with unvary- 
*' ing solicitude, tended to the emancipation of my 
'* country. Born to. an .humble, but honourable 
** poverty, I had not only to struggle with penury, 
" but with temptation; but it now gratifies my 
"heart, and consoles me under what otherwise 
*• would be a deep afflidlion, that I have refused 
*^ offers^ certainly dangerous to the virtue of a man 

VOL. IX* % ^^ VDk 
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" in my obscure situation. Thtgoodofmy country 
*^ was the first objedi of my life — for this I became 
^^ an exile — for this 1 submitted to 'poverty — for 
" this I left the bosom of my family — my wife ! 
•^ my children! all that made life valuable! — 
*^ to procure the aid I thought essential to the 
-^^ welfare of Ireland. I braved the danger of the 
•^ deep, the fire of the enemy — with my brave, 
*^ my faithful comrades, I embarked for my native 
" country, in the delightful hope of raising from 
^^ abjecft -slavery, three millions of my fellow 
'' men!" 

The miscreant's declarations are calculated to 
make men believe, that, though a desperate ruffian, 
he was at least disinterested ^n^ probably misguided. 
— ^The following papers will, however, prpVe the 
contrary. — They were given to me about three 
weeks ago; just after we heard of his being seized. 
— ^The reader will remember, that he had>a brother 
Matthew, who was executed some time ago, and 
who confessed upon his trial, that: he had been in 
America. The following letters and note wasad^* 
dressed to him while here. The note and first le^ 
ter are in T. tV. Tone's hand writing; the last let- 
ter, in the hand writing of his wife. The originals 
were sent me from New-York. The whole are 
printed word for word and letter for letter. . 

'' Diihllny Febnhify S, J 703. 

'V Dear Matt. 

*"' We have had all the letters which you men* 
tion in your last, of January Jsr, and some months 
since we wrote you a joint letter, direcfled to you at 
the post-office, Philadelphia, which it does not ap- 
pear whether you got or not. As 1 suppose your 
principal anxiety is to learn about your family, I 
shall begin v/ith that subje6l — Your father and 

mother 
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mother are in all respetfls precisely as you left ttietn 
— His engagement with the Board continues and is 
likely to do so, I think for his life — By this means 
he is enabled to exist, and they seem contented 
enough — Fanny is growing tall, which is all I can 
tell you of her, and Arthur is a very fine boy ; he 
took a great inclination for the sea a few months 
ago^ Which I^ for one, would not oppose, but that 
seems now gone off again — Iiowever, I dare say it 
will return, for all ray family have a kind of vagrant 
disposition : At present he is very diligent at schooli 
and I shall attend particularly to the hint which 
you give as to making him a good accountant — 

and now I have done with Bride-street. 1 had a 

letter from Will, dated Madras Road, August 20^ 
1702; he was then well, after a fine passagCj but 
the war being over, the troops were all ordered td 
Bengal, so his letters were of no usej — however he 
wrote in good spirits- — I am on the application now 
to get letters to Bengal in his favour which may 
serve him or not, but the peace with Tippoo is 

much against him* For my own family, Matty 

and Mary are as well and as happy as queens^ and 
from appearances I judge in a shore time you wilt 
have a nephew or niece, but I hope the former, for 
one girl I hold to be enough in any family— Maria 
is coming on as you left her, and Willy is grqwn a 
.iine little fellow, running about; he is w^ijh my 
lnurse^ and has been near a twelvemontli, and I 

I shall not remove him till God knows %vhen. 

pNow for my own affairs — I was engaged by the 
'General Committee of the Catholics of Ireland, to 
I a6t as their Secretary for one year, at a salary of 
200/- which year will expire on the jst of May 
next, or thereabouts. I have been in consequence 
fully employed in writing pamphlets and all manner 
of publications (most of which I will send with 
this letter) as well as several jo urn ics to the Norths 
X 2 Conrtau^ht^ 
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i^on naught, &c. &c, — In shorty I have been totally 
FHevoted to that cause, to the relinquishing of every 
[bthcr pursuit ; but you know I like that, having a 
* jrn for politics. We had a kind of Catholic Par- 
liament, held in Dublin, before last Christmas, 
'Consisting of delegates from all the counties and 
great towns in Ireland, wherein I officiated as one 
tbf the Secretaries, and a petition to the throne 
! (which I wrote) was voted, praying a repeal of all 
^ the penal laws, — It was also agreed to send thts^ not 
' in the ordinary way^ through the Lord Lieutenant, 
but by a special deputation of five of their own 
body direft to his Majesty, which was accordingly 
done, and I attended them to London about the 
12th of December last — After some little difficulty 
the. King received the petition, and we returned 
I after a month's absenccj so you see I have been 
' once more in London since we parted — We are now 
applying to parliament, the King having recom- 
I mended us in his speecii, and in the course of the 
► session we expedl to be relieved from perhaps the 
whole, but at any rate much the greatest part of 
our grievances — Wher* I say fFe^ 1 mean the Ca- 
tholics^ — ^The other great party here, I mean the 
Dissenters, are pushing hard for a general redress 
of grievances, or at least the means of redressing 
them by an effefftual reform in parliament, an abo- 
lition of pensions, places, &c. &c* They have 
. supported the Catholics in their claims, and the 
moment the bill is past for the relief of that body, 
the two suits will (as I hope and believe) unite and 
either compel the wicked governmetit of this coun- 
try to do them justice, or else expel them at once, 
in which case we shall have a Republic in Ireland, 
and I suppose nearly in the model of one of the 
American states; for I hear even the enemies of re- 
form agree that if we arc once obliged to change 
(iiir rulers, we will never relapse into the folly of 

monarchy 






J 



ANECDOTES. 



309 



monarcliy again. — The affairs of Ireland were never 
in so precarious a posture as at this moment*^ — The 
peace of the country hangs by a single hair, and I 
shall not be at all surprised if we are plunged in an 
internal war before summer is oven — And yet this 
ii the precious moment wherein the King has 
thought proper to go to war with France, having 
Ireland in this unsettled state at his back. We ex- 
peft war to be formally declared every day. The ' 
larmy is augmented prod igiously^ both here and in 
[England, and a large fleet put in commission. If 
he be mad or wicked enough to join the conspiracy 
lof tyrants against the liberty of mankind, I hope 
land he will be instantly rewarded by the loss of 
|lreland~Al] parties here wish the French success, 
[•even those who abhor their principlesj for we all 
''See clearly that if they be crushed, our liberties are 
at the mercy of the king* The king of France was 
beheaded by a sentence of the Convention on the 
Hist of last month. This might teach others wis- 
dom, but kings are a race of men who never pro- 
fited, nor ever will, by their own experience or 
that of other — If '^ //j^ best of princ^s^' shall con 
^trive in one reign to lose America and Ireland which 
*I think far from improbable he will make a shining 
figure in history. 

*^ To return to my own affairs, — As I have been 
of a good deal of use in these Catholic aflFairs, and 
as they are now grown a considerable party in the 
country, they talk of making my for time ^ which you 
see is a very indefinite term — How my fortune is to 
be made does not appear — If it be by business in 
the way of my profession {whicli I do nut believe it 
isj, that, if it ever succeeds, will be a very slow way 
—They are now raising a general subscription 
among themselves and I have got hints from divers 
quarters that a part of the sum to be levied will be 
presented to me. They gave Richard Burke (son 

3^3 to 
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to Edmund) two thousand guineas, and he did then^ 
a damned deal of mischief. — ^What they may give 
to me, if they give me any thing, I am utterly 
unable to conjecture ; but suppose they give me 
J boo/. — In that case I ibink if extretfiely probable 
that I shall settle jn Jfrnerica—^MsLtty and Mary and 
I have had matiy serious- conversations on the subjeSj 
SH^d they are more sanguine in the projeft than \ 
am. If I stay here, the money will dwindle away, and 
when it is out I shall be just where I" * 

The above letter is not finished. The last leaf 
of the paper is torn off; but it is in the same hand 
writing with the following note, which is signed 
T. W.Tone. • 

" This was xht first pamphlet on thepresent ques- 
tion. I suppose not less than '20,000 have been 
sold in various shapes. The last edition was pub- 
lished, with my pame, by order of the Greneral 
. Committee at onepermy^ for the purpose of general 
distributidn— There were 10,000 sold. 

f^T.w. tone;' 

^^ February 1793.'- 

The foregoing note is. written in the blapkpage 
of a pamphlet, entitled ^' jIn Argument in Favour of 
" the Catholics^ published at Belfast,'^ and which 
was sent out to Matthew alon^ with the above 
letter. 

*^ Dear Matt 

^^ The* has told you all the news in the world 
and left me no one rational subjeA for A letter, so 
you must take A light with all its imperfections on 
its head the only serious thing 1 have to tell you is 
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this the Gatholicks are going to give The A sum 
of money with which he has A great inclination to 
settle in America this plan as far as I can Judg striks 
me as A most excellent one our most sanguine ex- 
pectations are but 2 thousand pounds and if he gets 
but one we are contested indeed we shall be very 
well of when you considder our present situation 
which is entirely depending on chance and certain- 
ly the most comfortless one in the world now 

with such A sum as I have mentioned what can be 
be done, the interest will not support us and if we 
break in on the principal it will not last us 2 year^ 
for you know how dexterous we are at discusing A 
large sum I think A dwindle would be the inevita- 
ble consequence at the end of which we might all 
turn out beg for unless A miracle was wrought in 
our favours nothing could save us 

now I think when you considder what I Imve writ- 
ten on the subjedjt you will think America the best 
pbssible^peculation for us, at first it struck me as A 
melancholy thing that A young man of The's en- 
terprising genious should busy him self in A coun- 
try the inhabitants of which I conceive not very 
capable of understanding such abiUtles as his* but it 
was partly my vanity and partly my ambition that 
suggested the regret, and when. I conie to examine 
things more nearly I was decidedly for' our going — 
1 think with our exertions we should be enabled to 
live very happy if not very splendidly as for myself 
and I can also answer for Matty we are quite tired 
of living in this uncertainty and both of us long 
very much to know what we have to depend on 



* This poor woman wa§ quite mistaken j for if The had 
been twice as great a rebel as he was, (if that were possible) he 
would have found people in America fully '♦ capable of under- 
•' standing such ahUities. . 

X 4 there 
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there is another thing of no smal importance to 
tell you of J Matty is going shortly to make you an 
uncle or an aunt and if We do not go in the course 
of 2 months she will be unable to undertake the 
voyage till July ne^t and even then with great ex- 
pense and trouble as she should bring out A nurse 'I 
and you know what A bone that would be, so do 
you send your intelligence as fast as you can that 
in case we get the money there may be no delay this 
letter will tak you an hour or two to decipher but 
as an appology I wrote the latter part in the dark 
and have hardly time to subscribe myself yours. 

MTONE 

instead of July Matty woud not be able to gq till 
September so be speedy in your answers" 

ThuSj the reader will see, that this villain worked 
iox gam\ for gain he becapie an author^ a rebel, a 
traitor, — His design ^ if he got the rmney was io 
Jeav^ Ireland in ih fate. — He got the money ia 
1794 (1,500/,) but it was given only in condition 
of his going as envoy of the union to solicit aid 
from France. — All the history of the miscreant's 
intrigues is exposed in Mr, Duigemms most excel- 
lent work. 



The following letter was taken from a Leeds 
paper, where it was published first. 

" Norihumherhnd^ (Pennsylvania} Off. 4, 1790* 
*'My dear SIH, 

" Every account I have from England makes me 
think myself happy in this peaceful retirement, 
^where lenjuy almost every thing! can wish in this 
life, and where I hope ro close it, though I find it 
is reported^ both here and in England, lliat 1 am 
about to return. The two heavy afflictions I have 

met 
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met with here, in the death of a son, and of my 
wife, rather serve to attaqh me to the place. Though 
dead and buried, I would not willingly leave them^. 
and hope to rest with them when the sovereign dis- 
poser of' all things- shall put a period to my present 
labours and pursuits, 

*' The advantages we enjoy in this country arc 
indeed Very gr^at. Here we have no poor; we 
never see a beggar^ nor is there a family in want. 
We have no church establishment, and hardly any 
taxes. This particular state pays all its officers 
from a treasure in the public funds. There are very 
few crimes committed, and we travel without the 
least apprehensiron of danger. The press is per- 
feftly free, and I hope we shall always keep out of war'. ' 

" I do not think there ever was any country in a 
state of such rapid improvement as this at present ; 
but we have not the same advantages for literary 
and philosophical pursuits that you have in Europe, 
though even in this respedt we are every day get- 
tmg better. Many books are now printing here, 
but what scholars chiefly want are old books, and 
these are not to be had.— We hope, however, that 
the troubles of Europe will be the cause of sending 
iis some libraries, and they say that it is an ill wind 
that blows no prpfit. 

" I sincerely wish, however, that your troubles 
were at an end, and from our last accounts we think 
there must be a peace, at least from the impossibi- 
lity of carrying on the war. 

" With every good wish to my country and to 
yourself, lam, dear sir, 

" Tour's sincerely, 

*^ J. PRIESTLEY."* 
M. — y Birmingham. 

* This letter the reader will find answered in the Rush-Light 
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The following Spanish verses, with the liberal 
translation that follows them, were §cnt me on the 
marriage of Yru JO, the Spanish Minister, who was 
just then wedded to the eldest daughter of M*Ke an. 
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania, who, with his daugh- 
ter and family were Presbyterians. 

S O N E T O. 

Tocayo ! quieD tepusoen la cabeza 

De toroar Dulcinea ? crces que tu mano 
A Roma convert iocsta Belleza, 
Mas que su Padre sea presbiteriano ? 

Vaya ! tonto no seas; Ia4igereza 

Castellana calcula sienopre en vano 
Lo que no puede ser, y con fimeza 
Hace burla de ti el Vicjo insano.' 

Pot ser linda y tu feo, se que los zelos 
Dispertaranse en ti, mas ten cuidado 
Que enc'terros no bay a qui, si no desvelos. 

En quanto a mi, dire, qucriclo Irnjo, 
Scv lastiroa que el Ciel haya formado 
Un Pisavcrde de un exemplar Cartujo. 

Cicrto esque cste Trato 

Si plata no te da, te proporciona 
Por Suegro y Protestor Poncio Pilato. 

LITERAL TRANSLATION. . 

Tocayo!* who put in thy head 

To marry Dulcinea ? dost thou "believe that thy hand 

Turned this beauty a Roman, 

Notwithstanding her fathrr being a Presbyterian ? 

Come I do not be a fool-t-Spanish inbecility 
Calculates always in vain 
On what cannot be, and cunningly 
The old cr<|zy Man maketh fun ot thee. 
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The being handsome and those ug1y> I know that 
Thou shalt become zcaloug, but mind 
That no locking up wives is allowed here, bat only ttt 

[watch them. 

For my part I'll say, friend Irujo, 

That it is a pity Heaven should have made 
A Coxcomb out of an exemplary Monk.* 

It is certain, however, that this transadion 
If it brings thee no money, it gives thee 
Pontius Pilatus for thy father in law and protector. 

What sort of a couple this was, the reader may 
guess at from the following anecdote, which, though 
drawn by the hand of a farmer, is a most striking 
pidlure of a Spanish Ambassador and the Daughter 
of a Republican Judge. 

** Frankford^'* (a little village near Philadelphia) 

July 23dj 1798. 
''Mr. Porcupine, 

"This morning, two of the Spanish Ambassador's 
coach horses accidentally got into a clover lot of 
Mr. Samuel Griffith's, who in an amicable manner 
gave him information of the same, and requested 
him to send one of his men for them ; he in an arbi* 
trary manner told Mr. Griffith, that he turned them 
himself, which was aftually false; in the mean 
time himself and one of his footmen being em^ 
ployed about getting a fnare out of his pasture from 
one of his horses, which was continually running 
after her; at length they got them parted, and put 
the horse in the stable, 'and immediately his lady 
with a most horrid bawl, said Chevalier, give 
her a most infernal beating; that she may never 
come back again. Mr. Thomas H. Griffith, at the 
same time called to the footman, andtold him, that 



* Alluding to Us haviag been once a Novice. 
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if he did not come shortly and turn the horses out 
of his father's inclosure, that he would turn them 
into the highway ; the lady replied, What's that ? 
Continued Mr. H. Griffith, seiid Barney to turn 
the horses out of the clover, or I will turn them 
into the road; (phevalier advances to him with a 
staff in his hand, ^tid said, Mr. Griffith ; to which 
he replied, that's me. Sir, say on, and I'll hear you ; 
to which Chevalier replied, you infamous black- 
guard, if you do not keep your sheep out of my 
place, I'll shoot them by G^^^-d, for I saw your 
father open the gate at nine o'clock last night; Mr, 
Griffith replied, that's an infamous lye. You call 
me infamous, G — d d — n you? He irt)mediately 
came at Mr. Griffith with his staff, drawing a sword 
out of it,and made a stab at himwith* it ; heleapt off 
the fence where he was sitting, having no weapon 
of defence but a scythe whetstone, which he said 
he would actually hurl st his head, if it had not 
been for breaking the whetstone ; but perceiving 
a swingletre of the plow, he laid hold on it, and 
advanced at the Chevalier, who making several 
stabs with his sword at Mr. Griffith, who defending 
himself with his comical weapon of war, received 
ho harm ; the lady coming to them, said, d— n you, 
w^ will have you in gaol to morrow ; for don't you 
knowtliata minister's person and property is sacred ? 
to which Mr. Griffith said, he did not care, for he 
was not a going to be murdered by him, if he was 
sacred ; but I suppose, said he, if you could tear off 
my wig, and throw it across the road, you would 
be satisfied ; but we are in a free country^ and there- 
fore you shall not trample my wig in the mud. 
Madam.* 



* The farmer alludes, here, to the feats of the mother of 
the Ambassador's lady, who very oftetf diverted herself with 
the judge's wig, especially when the old man was druok. 

" The 



ANECDOTES. 3^7 



The following charafter of Mi0in, Governor of 
Pennsylvania, was handed nie by one of his asso- 
ciates in the rebellion. 

" That Tone, the tinker, should «xert hitnself to 
cause the American cockade to be taken down, was 
a thing of course ; it is part of the insignia of a 
soldier, and the contemptible wretch must feel 
himself upbraided by every circumstance which re- 
minds him of a.profession^ for which he never pos- 
sessed any other qualification than that of ha- 
ranguing recruits from the head of a hogshead. 

** That his #***#**#* should instigate to 
this measure was as natural, as it was necessary to 
the cause of his employers. The monster who, for 
about twice the number of pieces that Judas be- 
trayed our Saviour, Could swear to the prosiitufion 
of bis own mother^ must desire to degrade whatever 
is virtuous or dignified, whether it relate to his 
mother country, or to that which has been so un- 
fortunate as to adopt him." 



The younger brother of this lady called his mother an old 
b— h, during the summer of 1798, while they sesided at \\\c 
house of Snyder, a mi)ler> in my neighbourhood. I had the 
account from the old miller himself, who appeared to be much 
shocked at the scandalous brawls in the family of his lodger! 

The English reader will be apt to form erroneous conjectures 
from facts like these, unless I put him on his guard. He will, 
naturally enough, conclude, that,' in a country, where a chieif 
justice's family acted thus, the common people must be desti* 
tuteof all kind of decency, and that the lowest* rank of all 
must consist of mfixt devils inliuman shape. But, such a con- 
clusion would be very unjust. It must always be recollected, 
that the worst people in America, are those that are in power.' 
This is one of the inevitable e ffects of a democratical govern- 
ment. 

The 
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The following article, like most of the others 
under this head, was never published before. It was 
put off till a long time after it was communicated, 
because the charge was too serious for me to bring 
forward in print, without previously satisfying my- 
self that it was well founded, which I did, at last, 
but it was then too late to publish the article in a 
newspaper. It is now put on record here as an anec- 
dote, the truth of which I had a good opportunity 
of ascertaining, and which I was fully convinced 
of. 

" For Porcupine's Gazette. 

« Three Judges there are in N************* county, 

I heard that Fred* Evgns bribed for a good bounty. 

To decide in his favour, a certain law case. 

Upon trying a fourth, he spit in his face. 

And if any deny, and say it's not true, 

Adney Evans's my author, J give hiro to you j 

Who qn the 3d. of March, in the year gg, 

Asserted the fact, sg it's no tale of mine. 

On a Gentleman's telling him he did not think 

That Montgomery judges would decide false for chink, 

Adney Evans thought so, and he did say 

I think ihey would not, except judge M *^***' * ' ." 

Wm. p. Law.. 

" Reader, this is a certain fa<9:, as related by 
Mr. Adney Evans, who in my, and the presence 
of three other gentleman on the date above, asserted 
that 'his relation Frederick Evans, having a law-suit 
pending, said, that he (Frederick Evans) had bribed 
three of ihejudges ofthecoart ofN**"*'********** 
county, and further said, that he had offered z 
bag containing 500 dollars to another of the judges; 
but instead of coinciding, he (the judge) spit in 
his face. Now, citizens, if this is a fadl, why not 
expel all such unjust judges from their seat or place 
of ofEce and trpst, and crown the uncorrupted ond^ 

with 
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with honour more /weighty, if any office more 
weighty can b^^ound ; but if it is a false assertion 
of Mr. Evans's (m order to create disturbances, 
animosities, and confusion in the state, government, 
private families; and to prejudice and traduce pri- 
vate charadters, to gain some latent advantage) he 
ought to suffer the torture ©f Genoa, as did the 
parricides in France some years ago ; but, if it is a 
truth, I think the hottest hell ought to be their por- 
tion ; and may I never enter eternal happiness, if I 
would not freely execute their direful sentence with 
the greatest cheerfulnessifnoother executioner could 
be found, 'rather than such foul, vile, and diaboli- 
cal proceiedings should be carried on to the manifest 
injury of all good men ; nay, the very heathens 
would not suffer such proceedings to go unpunished ; 
for I would fain ask any rational person, what secu- 
rity he had for his property, if men who are placed 
in that high station, are to be corrupted by a tem- 
porary aid of a few dollars? I also wish to be in- 
formed what greater curse ever can befall a people 
than to suffer unrighteous judgment in the land ? 
There is not a highwayman, nor any other atroci- 
ous villain, would have any thing to fear from the 
law, if they could only offer a large sacrifice of 
gold upon the altar of justice, for rather injustice), 
nay, all men would immediately sink into a state of 
barbarism, a confusion, if. such things are winked 
at : the strong would soon devour the weak people, 
and the very devils would laugh to see such an hub- 
hub kicked up to our utter ruin and extermination. 
For as Milton very justly observed in his poem of 
Paradise Lost, Satan was very envious at seeing ouc 
first parents in their happy state of innocence; and 
no wonder if he tries all in his power to corrupt olk 
morals in order to set us one against another to kill 
and persecute each other, and what greater perse- 
cution can there happen than to suflcr the weak ro 

be 
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oppressed by the strong? Now if I was in favoixf 
with any judgp of the land, and had a trial pending,- 
whether for debt, or life and ^death, and he was to 
decide in my favour through motives of friendship 
or other sinister views,, what am I to expedl from 
his judgment when he changes his mind and be- 
comes my enemy? and I dp most solemnly declare 
that if any judge was to give a charge (for that has 
great weight oftentimes with a jury) for or against 

. me through bribery, I would be the first to oppose 
him and bring him to that punishment .which his 
demerits deserve; on the other hand, if any man 
was to traduce and vilify my reputation, (were I a 
judge of a court of law), I would if innocent of the 
charge, bring the aggressors to punishment, and I 
think it is a circumstance which ought to be looked 
into, for if they are guiltless, they have nothing to 
fear ; but if otherwise, the people have the bad 
efFe6t to feel in all its horrors, and I hope the hon. 
judges will be able to extricate themselves and free 
themselves from such vile reports, for it weakens 
the hands of government, and totally subverts all 
good order if such pra6lices are winked at ; now" 
some will be apt to say, I publish this because of dif- 
ferent sentiments in politics ; but 1 do assure you it 
is no 3uch thing, for I don't know any of the per- 
sons accused. As to pditics I care nothing about 
them, for I am an Enghshman by birth, but are 
enemy .to all oppression let it be committed by 
whom it will, for none were ever more opposed 

'to tyranny than myself, and if judges are allowed 
to be bribed, I think it has a tendency to op- 
pression and tyranny in the greatest extreme." 

"Wm. P. LAW." 

" Montgomery County J^ 

The 
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^m The foregoing article not appearing in the paper, 
t^ led the wrirer to address himself to me again. In 
f his second communication, in order to remove all 
doubts as to his willingness to support his charge, 
he gives me (as will be seen below) his place of 
abode as well as his name. Indeed, I afterwards 
found him to be a very respectable man, 

" Worcester Townships Montgomery County^ 
March 27/A, 1799- 

« SiK, 
*^ On the Sth instant, I brought apiece to your 
office for publication, respefting Adney Evans's 
assertion of his cousin Frederick Evans's bribing 
three of the judges of N********^**** county; 
but from its not appearing in the papers, I suppose 
you have either forgotten it, or have been doubt- 
ful of its truth i I assure you, it is a true statement 
as relaxed by Adney Evans^ and I am willing to 
hazard the consequence of its publication ; and 
you will very much oblige me if you will publish 
it as soon as you can, for though I am neither De- 
mocrat nor Aristocrat J hut an Englishman, mid I 
always iove to see justice done to all mcn^^ whether in 
public or private life, for if the judges are guilty, 
they ought to be expelled from office as soon as 
possible, and if innocent, the slanderer ought to be 



^ There h tro branch of government od which an EiigHsh- 
man, both from habit stid ihe natural rum of his mind^ iitrs 
so aiuch value* and watclies so narrowly, ait he ^Wiaaiy^ At id, 
infaci, no rrasouable man expects liherp^ real liberty, from 
any otJier source. When the courts of justice arc corrupttdj 
ail true freedora is atau end* 
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ppnisbed ; when I called at your house, you were 
engaged with company, and I was desired to call 
next morning ; but, from the badness of the wea*| 
ther, and other business, I was prevented; andj 
whatever may be the consequence of its publication, 
I am willing to risk it at any rate j therefore. Sir, 1 . 
hope yoii will publish it both in the town and- 
country papers. 



" I am. 



SIR, 
" Yours, &c, 

''Wm.PARRINLAW/* 



'' To Mr. Wm. Cobbett, 7 

" PMliidel^kiar 1 



Mr. CoBBETT,— By publishing the following in 
your Gazette, you will oblige many labouring' 
under difficuhics. 



" BANK BIRBCTOfiS. 

"The evident inconveniencics to which a numbei 
of th^ merchants of established credit, characieri^ 
and property, arc reduced, from the repeated dis- 
appointments experienced by them in the Banks* 
on whom they depend for their occasional accom^ 
iiiodations to meet engagements, are of a nature,, 
no less serious, than oppressire to the honest in- 
dustrious fair traders ; at the same time, that aline 
of condudV, embarrassing to those engaged in com- 
merce, tends to favour the unrelenting usurious 
train of harpies and conne6!iona^ well known to be 
ruinous to numbers, to th^ manifest disgrace of tht^ 
country, and of the institutions from whom they 
receive encouragemenr. 

" This 
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*''!rhis being notorious, arid a well established fatSl, 
it cannot be deemed forward, nor imprpper in any 
person, interested in the happiness of the city, to 
call the attention of the Direftors to the causes and 
complaints, which, in their consequences, must be 
destru6live to the happiness of both merchants and 
many others, 

*' That causes do exist, to juitifythe strongest sus- 
picions of secret influence, and a glaring partiaUty 
jn the management of the Banks, can scarcely ad- 
mit of a doubt; especially^ if any stress^ or depen- 
dence can be placed on common opinion, and the 
freedom with which the subjecSt is treated and talked 
ofj it is nevertheleis known, and understood well, 
that there are Gentlemen in the Diretlion of each 
of the Banksj not only independent, but too tena- 
cious of their honour, to countenance, or overlook 
abuses, had they come to their knowledge, 

" The Banks, with the funds they possess, are 
more than competent, under proper regulations, to 
give ample support to the merchants, if conducted 
to give facility to commerce and agricult re only, 
without favour, or friendship, and in conformity 
to the actuaj original intention and object of the 
establishments* 

"But the avarice of certain characters, and of their 
J>arti3aas combined, forming a system, ;rt an early 
period, {both shameful and disgraceful) to cncou-* 
rage a train of Stock jobbers, Speculators, Usurers, 
and their Agents, as their customers in the Banks, 
under one pretext or other, rendered it impassible 
to do justice to the trust. Such has been the en- 
couragement and influence they have had, that die 
accommodations of merchants (not Immediately 
connected with one or more of the Director9)5 were 
at times dealt out but sparingly, unless obtained 
through a Director, by a previous application; a 
most distressing and rnortifyirtg situation this in- 

X 2 deed I 
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deed ! to men of character and property^ useful in 
their IinCj to be reduced to the necessity of solicft- 
ing favours^ and frequently disappointed by a de- 
cided preference to Speculators and Usurers^ al- 
though the Direcrors could not be ignorant, no^ 
blind, to the use those harpies employed the monies 
they had been supplied with. 

"There can be no hesitation therefore, to suspect, 
that the advocates for this usurious and dangerousij 
tribej in parti cular^ must be interested, and the 
instruments of the ruin to numbers^ more useful in^ 
their honourable pursuits, than the bloodsuckers 
alluded to. 

" The frequent Bankruptcies, that have taken 
place for years, may, with truth, be imputed tc 
this horde of harpies, and their agents — The Di-^ 
rectors may attempt to vindicate their conduct ; but 
they cannot contend, that a pointed partiality, to a 
group of Usurers and connections, can have the 
tendency to give greater security and dignity to the 
institutions under their management^ than the mer'?^ 
chants, traders, and farmers can give, 

" In England, the Change-alley gentry are avow-- 
cdly guarded against, as well as tbdr Brokers ^ anc" 
precluded from a credit in the Bank ; and, more- 
over, the instant it is discovered that any of th« 
merchants are reduced to the necessiiy of having^ 
recourse to Usurers^ for anticipation, their Bank 
accounts (if they have any)j are closed, and their 
credit immediately stopped, 

** The laws of England, to discourage and punisM 
Usurers, are just, and rigidly enforced, to protect 
and encourage commerce^ and the industrious pari 
of the community, — Bur, the ascendancy and in^ 
fluence of Usurers, their agents, and secret con- 
nections in Philadelphia, seems to have thrown the 
whole profitable trade of the City, into tlie hands of 
rheir Brokers ; and so independent and distinguished 

ia 
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in their profession, that they publicly boast of hav- 
ing it in their power to regulate Bank elections ; if 
$0, (and what is scarcely to be doubted, from the 
circuitous intercourse they have in the Banks) is it 
liot high time, that those of the Directors, uncon- 
nected in this infamous line, should trace out the 
channels and Sources of their support and influence, 
too long practised, to the manifest injury of thou- 
sands, and even disgraceful and dangerous to the 
solidity of Government ? 



« A CITIZEN. 



l6fb Maj/y 1799. 



TO THE PUBLIC^. 

"John Pearsox, 

^* When I enter into contraversy with you, or any 
one, who will take his neighbour's hogs ; and who, 
when the owner meets him on the highway, and de- 
mands his property, will (in his official capacity of 
d Justice of the Peace, " chosen by the goo(i Whigs^^) 
immediately assault and beat him, I consider myself 
as not opposed on equal grounds. For drunkenness, 
and many other such like 'virtues^ that cause ulce- 
rated eyes, (that you, Pearson, arc disfigured with 
either, from ******^j or some other causes, which 
you are best able to inform,) I think, as well as 
many other of my fellow-citizens, the application 



* Elliott the signer of this advertisement, was, at the 
time of his writing it, and is yet, a Justice of the Peace^ in a vil- 
lage called Darly, about seven miles from Philadelphia. 
Pearson was also a Justice of the Peace, at the time, and is now 
(1800) a Senator of the State of Pennsylvania ! ! ! — A Deroo- 
cratical State^ is like a boiling pot : the scum always swims on 
the top of it. 

^3 ^"v 
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of mercury ought, as soon as possible^ to be ap-* 
plied ; for, the consequences may proye fataL Afy 
character has never yet been so far discussed, as to 
have a pecuniary value set upon it ; yours, in the 
highest courts of Pennsylv;mia, after a free an4 
full discussion, has been determined to be worth 
seventeen pounds, ten shillings ; and that too, by 
a good and lawtiil jury of your coimiry, and to 
whom you had made the appeal- You were charged 
of being the acjvocate of slavery, the oppressor of 
the poor (don't cry, wipe your eyes, the medicine 
shall be given gratis, Pearson) ; you were charged 
with being the promoter of riotSj the devoted ad- 
vocate of a faftion, the violator of your oath of 
office, and a public example of intetpperance to the 
youth,— After taking into consideration the addi- 
tional claim for the loss of office, as lycll as charac- 
ter, the whole ended in a fine of seventeen pounds, 

ten shillings- To the aspersions of such a fellow, 

it is proper to reply, '^ cease Viper, you bite against 
*^ a File-" i 

"ISRAEL ELLIOTT/*' 

*' Philadelphia, March %btb, 1797-'* 



Harpkk, the late member of Congress^ has 1 
rendered himself somewhat famous in America J 
and J %mth ilie help of friends^ in England also J 
His pamphlet, which made such a noise, shall bei 
spoken of more fully hereafter i at present, I only ' 
mention it, in order to refer to a passage in the be- 
ginning of it, where he has the tym Jour to confess,^ 
that he was, at the commencement of the Frencll] 
Revolution, a friend to that accursed event- Th^J 
instance oi camhur was highly applauded by me, a^i] 
well as by others ; hut, now that it is known^ that] 
he dar§d not deny his Jacobinism, and when it i4[ 
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ttcoWe&tdy that he was upivards of thirly years ohf^ 
when he a^luaily petitioned to become a Jacobin, 
we may be allowed to doubt of his sincerity and 
candour. 

The following letter, addressed toHARPEB, by 
a French Jacobin of Charleston, will show that the 
gentleman was somewhat zealous in the cause. The 
Prenclmian's language is truly ludicrous; but it 
conveys a truth very disgraceful to Harper, who 
seems to have been seduced from the Jacobin Club| 
by the good dinners, and gay parries of the mer- 
chants of Philadelphia. — Bur, let us hear CixtzESi 
DesverneYp 

^^CHARLESfON, (S, C.) Feb. %5, 1798. 

^^^DesverneYj native of France, un nom republic 
cain, fidelle to his country. Citizen of Ameriquej 
and Gunsmith in Charleston, prays to demand 
t,wo or three questions of 

Rob. G* Harper, Manber of Congress. 

P I have seen the poisonous venom of your printed 
letter^ by your criminal attempt like a scorpion 
without his sting, to wound my native country 
France, and her brave defenders, the Generals 
Moreau, Bonaparte, and all our brave armies. 
Why, yoii call them robbers, plundererSj celerats 
that make war on their encmy^ invade his terntyry, 
not to make him sorry or give him repentance ; but 
as you criminally say, to rob, id plunder, as one 
pirate^ corsair, brigand. Ah! Ah! Ah I — — You^ 
ope tjn)e with me, one member of the French ja^ 
cobin Society, at the Hotel of Citizen Harris, in 
Charleston, on the bay. — Au diable soit tejle per- 
fidie. Ah ! ah ! 

"Make me one reponse, one answer, did not you 
eijter as one member of the Jacobin^, or Frencti 
y 4 '^\:k£\^% 
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Societe Patnorique in Charkston, in 1793; didj 
you write one letter to that my societe, praying fofi 
the honor to be received as one member j ihatj 
letter^ was it delivered to the President by one good] 
republican ? — Yes, yes ; I make answer for you, asl 
you have the too much double face to make ro*l 
ponse for yourself. Yes, you write that letter iaj 
your writing hand, Les gens de loi, de lQier,know| 
your writing- Let any body come, judge, and see, 
if Desverney speak veritablement. 

'^ Your letter is very bad French, translated by I 
my friend^ de cette sorte," 

^* Citizens^ President arid Members of ibe French i 
Fairiaiic Society of Charleston^ 

" Circumstance*^ have hindered me from applying 
sooner^ for the participation of the honour and ad- 
vantages which must result to the friends of liberty, 
from such a society as yours. Not being able to j 
come myselfj I have paid my hall upon the subjec^^ 
and flatter myself^ that I shall meet your approba* 
lion, and obtain the honour of admission. He] 
will bring you my good wishes and affection for , 
you. 

*^lam, with most perfefl: respedV, 
*^ Your most humble servant, 

'* ROB. G, HARPER," 



dent^ 
iotic > 



"To the Citizen President 
of the French Patriot 
Society/' 

The following }s an Extra£i from the Journals ofil^^l 
Society, 

" 27iifMay, 1793. 

^' La Seance Ouverte* The society being open, i 

Citizen Harper having made application to the so-^ 

ciety 
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ciety by letter, signifying his desire of being ad- 
mitted a meraber, his letter was read agreeably to 
usage, and verification made^ be was unanimously 
admitted," 

^^ After this, you entered the chambefj where we 
sat, you was presented to the President, and, after 
this, you was one Jacobin, imperieux in the club. 
Did you know, hear, and approve of our memorial 
to the head Jacobin Society at Paris, praying our 
.Society at Charleston might be admitted to affilia- 
tion to that at Paris ? Do you know any thing of 
this memorial ? INIake me one reponse for this. 
Where was you on the night of the 18th October, 
1793? Were you in the Jacobin Club, eleAed 
Vice-President, in the absence of tlie President ? 
Does not this appear on the journal of that night ? 
Are yoQ not an ingrate ; because, after repub- 
lican have been heaping such honours on you^ for 
yourself have owned it was doing you great ho- 
nour, yet you have entirely forgot the obligation 
and turned as violent an enemy to my country, as if 
you was un mercenaire^ satellite of that scelcrat, the 
Duke of Brunswick, Is not this doubtti face in you 
now to turn ci-devant patriot of France, and vomit 
upon us and our country such mal ignite, as if you 
was un venaie instrument of the malice of our con- 
federate enemies. Has any one of the French So- 
ciety proved himself as a deserter from the cause of 
liberty, but you ? Have the other niembevs of the 
club, whose names I shall mention, wlioyou loved 
30 sincerely, and cailed by the word Citizens* Did 
they change as you did ? Has citizen Peignier, the 
Hair<dresser, shewn a double fact; ? Has citizen 
Paris, our baker; citizen Pencil, the tinman; citi- 
zens Anthony and sadler ; Dubard, the hair- dres- 
ser ; Olman^ the maker of parees, or cakes ; Audin, 
the scene-painter ; Martin, the taylor ; Maziere, 
the barber, and citizen Sudie, tiic maker of segars 



forotifcrty; have they not proved themselves re- 
publicans — I also include myself in the number of 
those resolute republicans, while you turned traitor 
to France, and an aristocrat to serve your own pur- 
pose; I give this notice, that you are now expelled 
the socieiy^ as ^n unworthy mother ^ and also inform 
yoti^ thai nof one of our sochly 'will ever again honour 
you wiik ihe name of Cifmeny as we used to do. 

^^ PETER FRANCIS DESVERNEy;:^ 

" Gunsmitb.^^ 



As a proof that Citizen Harper was in good 
earnest^ and that he ivas looked upon as beings ir 
some measure worthy of his callings I insert th^ 
/oUowIng advertisement, taken from a Charlestor 
paper of the 4th JunCj l/QS, 

^* TO THE PUBLIC, 

"The great sacrifices which the republic ofFrancqJ 
is daily making, and the blood which she has al- 
ready shed, and which she will not cease to shed i 
until she has established on a firm bacls, her owaj 
liberty, and that of both hemispheres, are knowr 
to all the world. — Freemen, wlio are sensible that.^ 
the sublime cause of France is the cause of all whaj| 
love liberty* will easily penetrate the motives whict 
induce the French Patriatic Society of Charleston, 
to solicit donations in behalf of their suiFering fel- 
low-citizens in Europe. Contributions, either ia 
produce or money, will be thankfully received, anc 
faithfully applied, and the names of the contribu^'J 
tors made public. The society have authorized tiiej 
undernamed citizens to receive the freewill otteringsT 
of the inhabitants of this state, and the society in-] 
vites and requests all wlio wish well to the cause of 

France I 
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Prance to deposit what they may think proper to 
givcj in the hands of the citizens 

1. M, A, B, MANGOURIT, 

Cojnul of the Frmt^b RepulUc, 

2. DAVID RAMSAY * 

3. JOHN LEWIS GARVIS.f 

4. ROBERT G. HARPER, 
J5. GAYETAN AIGUIER, 

By order of the Society^ 
FRANCIS MEURICE, President, 
JACQUES LAMBERT RANSIER, Vice-pre- 
sident, X 
GAYBTAN AIGUIER, Secretary/* 

Harper was^ as I said before, seduced from the 
arms of the Jacobins by the good tables of the 
merchants of Philadclphi*, which place he ]iked so 
ht\y wellj that he never thought of rctmning to 
Carolina, except for the purpose of being re-eledied. 
This attachment to the viatules of the Aristocrats 
produced in him a desire of forming ^ se/tkmeni 
amongst them; for, though between thirty and 
'forty years old^ he had, as yet, never had either 
house or home. He now gave it out, that he in- 
tended to make Philadelphia the place of his resi- 
dence, and, unfortunately for me, he was admhled 
to the bar during thesumsncr of 1797- 



* This DA.V1D EA&iSKT» who was President of the Senate 
of S, Carolina^ is the very same malignant wreichj who wrote 
a moat false accoaot of the American RcvoluCion, 

t Garvis was Commissioaer of accouuU for the State oi 

S. Carolma, 



i This fdtow was a hckimUh* 
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His condudlj in the cause of Rush against mcj 
Ns universally known, and as universally execrated 
in America^ Harper is totally insignificant in 
England, or I \vould explain in this place, what 
fhis conduct in Rush's affair was. For the infor- 
^mation of Americans, I shall, however, state a few 
m<fts, that they are not at present acquainted 
rith- 

Harper is under greater obligations to me than 
koany man, or set of men in the world, iiis silly 
I Carolinian con sfituants not excepted* His famous 
[sfeeches^ whlcli he always "wrote oui far the press, 
cost me not less than two hundred pounds extraor- 
dinary expense, which was a dead loss to me. 
People accused me of \vrlting these speeches my- 
self, of which I was not, to say the trothj alto- 
gether innocent. I didtared alteratronSj and, in 
some instances, I made them mystlf Of the 
pamphlet, which gained him so much renown in 
England, and whidi was quoted with high encomi- 
ums in both houses of parliament, I furnhhed the 
materrah, gave the hints ^ drew the plan, and if my 
name had been put to the work, I should not have 
been so much of a phigirLfisr as he was. While 
Lord Grkxyille was extolling this pamphlet in 
one house, and Mr. Dltnivas, in the other house 
of parliament; while they were paying such a 
handsome tribute to the talents, candour and in- 
tegrity of the Honourable Member of the Ameri- 
can Congress, they little imagined ihat that Ho- 
nourable Member was the mere puppet of an 
English clown ! 

Further: after this pamphlet had been so ap- 
plauded in England, and after the English applauses 
had been echoed and re-echoed through America, 
the author (I mean Harper) thought that the 
world ought to be favoured with a new edition, 
M€ had in order to disguise the real source of the 



ANECDOTES. 



333 



^_ pamphlet, given the copy-right toBnADFORBof 

I^P Philadelphia, who refused to publish a new edition 
W at his own risk, and also refused to give Harper 
" leave to do it! In this dilemma there was nothing 
10 do hut to purchase the copy-right, which Harper 
agreed to do with a note of hand for two huytiired 
ddlarsf provided / would pay the mts ^ivhen it be- 
came due. This was done, I republished the 
pamphlet, and hit the too hundred dollars wUh 
ahut a^e hundred more at the hack of them! Stilt I 
did not repine. I was convinced, that the pamphlet 
did great good to both countries, and great injury 
to France, which far outweighed^ tvith me, all 
the dollars in the world. 

From Harper's first acquaintance with me, in 
17965 to the end of 1799, ^^^ had an account run- 
ning on in my books, but never did he pay, or of- 
fer to pay, or talk of paying me a farthing in his life. 
After the cause of Rush was decided, I sent him in his 
bill for goods delivered to him, amounting to about 
two hundred dollars, from which he deduced sixty 
dollars, as n, fee for having not only basely aban- 
doned my cause, but far having done all in his 
power to cffedl my ruin! — The Americans will, 
from this statement, know how to estimate tlic cha- 
racter of this adventurer: the English reader will 
learn more about him from the 
the preceding papers, in VoL X* and XI, 



Kush-Liglus and 



Seegeakt, the man named in the following 
papers, is a lawyer of Philadelphia^ and son of a 
most bitter ind malignant old Whig, who was al|p 
a lawyer, and who ailed a very conspicuous part in 
persecuting the quakers and other loyalists. The 
son is worthy of the sire. He is noted as a bully, 
and that he ought to be as noted fpr baseness will 1 
now be made appear. 
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" Being in company on the evening of the l5tH 
of May J 799, "^hh several gentlemen — viZp Cap- 
tain Simons^ Mr. William Jones of Market-street^ 
Mr. John Cross, a Mr, Mott, Mr. Richard Ty* 
bout, and some oth€[^, at the house of Mr. Lewis^] 
Young, W. Sergeant, Esq. came also in ; the con 
versation turned upon the assaolt and battery tha 
had taken place upon the person of the editor o: 
the Aurora. Mr. Sargeant said it was a d — d ras- 
cally thing, and signifyed th^t there ^ould be som^" 
duelling on the occasion; some of the company. 
hoped not, that Mr. Duane would no doubt havtf. 
recourse to the law, and prosecute the offenders td^ 
ihe utmost. To the law^ exclaimed Mr, Sargeant^ 
what signifies the Iaw> or the punishment the law 
may inflrfl. If I, continued he, had transgressed 
in this way, I might be punished by the law, but 
ihey will not ; no, they are a d — d set of rascals^ 
and may I be d — d to h — 1, if I would not this 
night head a mobj ta burn the houses of every 
d— d son of a b — ^h of them. Some of the company 
hoped Mr. Sergeant would not be so imprudent a5^< 
they, by taking vengeance in his own hand j he, I 
think, rt^peated the above expressions a second time, 
and then seenjed to cool off in some sort, and soon 
af [er retired".* 

*' DEARSlfli 

" It is a ddty I owe myself, as well as the officers 
of the different companies of cavalry, on the ex- 
pedition to Northampton, to make the follow fn^ 
statement. 



* Thisceriificate, 'which was signed by one of the company^ 
■K'assbowDioSfeRGEANTj who was thrcateuedwjth chasliiiemeat, 
tinlesij hcapolugiaed for his condu<:t, uhkh threat pro^uced^ , 
^f the reader wiU sce^ itj proper effect. 

« That 
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"That I had repeatedly in private conversation, 
reprobated the conduit of the editor of the Aurora, 
in inserting several pieces which arraigned the con- 
duit of the different troops on the expedition^ unless 
it should be founded on truth " as strong as Holy 
** Writ/' that iruth does not exists nor in my 
opinion has it ever, 

*' The statement of my conversatiop at Young\ 
on Wednesday evening, may be conred; the fatSl 
is, I liad bad company vvith me the whole of the 
afternoon of that day, had drank a good deal of wine^ 
and was not at the time this conversation tookplace, 
in a situation, that any thing I said could have been 
jntentionally offensive or injurious to the charactep 
of the different gentlemen. 

** j4s a GeniUman andmmi of Honour^ I make this 
declaration^ and trust that it will be considered as 
sufficient, 

" I am, 

« Dear SIR, 

•' With respetfV^ 

^^ Yours, &c. 

^W. SERGE ANTr* 
^M795, May 17,) 



'^Mn. Ro5€, 



The following article is inserted in another part 
cf tliis work; but I think proper to givar it a double 
chance of meeting tlie eye. 



* This apology was accepted of, witb a promise, tb^t it 
ihould be kept ucret ^ but I got hold nf \i. and /was btJUfid by 
no fuch pramiir- 

SPIT- 
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Be it remembkheb, That, in the year of ont 
Lord, one thousand ^ven hundred and ninety^cighr 
(the close of " the f7;/if/;/^?i^f/ eighteenth century"), 
one Matthew Lyon, an Irishman and a furious 
Democrat, was sent to Philadelphia, by th^ enlight- 
ened republicans of Vermont, to represent them in 
the Congress there assembled, Tliatj on the thir- 
tieth day of January J in the mUgktemd y^v afore- 
said^ ihe said Lyon did, in the Congress Hall, 
while the House was in actual session, spit the nau- 
seous slime from his jaws into the face of Roger 
Gbiswold, a member from Connefticut* Ahd 
FURTHER, that the said Lyon, in justifying lus 
said conduft, did (he begin then speaking before 
and to the House) utter these words; '^kicked ia. 
" the a — f/* meaning thereby the posteriors, of! 
hinder parts, of him the said Lyon, 

In consequence of this dece7ii conduft z^xApoUUi 
language^ sq highly honourable to democracy and] 
to the enlightened century aforesaid, a resolutioal 
was offered for expelling tlie said SpitUr from the 
House. Tliat an inquiry took place, in which it 
wfs proved that he, tbt said Lyon from Vermont, 
was during the American war cashiered by Gene- 
HAL Gates, for deserting his post. 

And be it purthkr kemembbred, That 
Nicholas of Virginia, Wii.i>iams of North Ca- 
rolina, Smith of Baltimore, Gallatin of Ge- 
neva, Livingston of New-Yurk, and several 
others (all of them of the democratic party), did 
adtiially make and utter speeches in fai^our of the 
aforesaid Lyon. Thar the resolution, after four- 
ieen days spent thereon, was put to tiie vote, when 
there appeared Jify-iwo for exptilsioDj and forij^ 
four against it; and that, as the Constitution requires 
a. majority of two-thirds to expel a membei, the^ 

said- 
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said Lyon^ of course, was not expel ledy but kept 
his seat in the Congress as before. 

And be it further remembered, That, 
some few days after this decision took place; to 
wit, on the fifteenth day of February, in the year 
aforesaidj the said Roger did, in the said House 
of Representatives, bestow on the carcass of the 
said Lyon a rib-roasting, such as never saluted the 
hide of Southern slave, of Sancho Pancho^ or of 
the famous Rosinante; and which was support- 
ed by the said Lyon, with lamb-like patience, 
though not without some roaring. 

And whereas, it is just, that the said forty-four 
men who voted in favour of the said Lyon, and 
by whose means he was kept in the said Congress, 
should be made known to their constituents, and to 
the universe, and also that the memory of their 
condu6l should be perpetuated, and handed down 
to their children, if, percharK:e, they may have 
any; to these ends their names with the States they 
represent, are hereunder enregistered: to wit : 

Massachusetts. Vtrginia. 

Nathaniel Freeman, jun. Walter Jones 

Thompson J. Skinner Anthony New 

Joseph B. Varnuni John Nicholas 

New- York, Abraham Trigg 

Lucas Elmendorf John Trigg 

Jonathan N. Havens Abraham Venablc 
Edward Livingston N. Carolina.' 

Philip Van Cortlandt Thomas Blount 

Pennsylvania. Nathan Bryan 

David Bard James Gillespie 
William Findley . , Matthew Locke 

Albert Gallatin Nathaniel Macon 

Andrew Gregg Joseph M'Dowell 

John A. Hanna Richard Stanford 

Blair M'Clenachan Robert Williams 

VOL, IX. z Mar^Vau^* 
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Maryland. S. Carolina. 

Samuel Smith Lemuel Benton 

Richard Sprigg, jun. William Smith 

Virgima. Thomas Sumpter 
Richard Brent Georgia. 

SamuelJ. Cabell Abraham Baldwin 

Thomas Clairborne John Milledge 
Matthew Clay ' Kentuckey. 

John Clopton John Prowler 
John Diawson Tennessee. 

William B. Giles Wm. Ch. Cole Clairborne 
Carter B. Harrison 

' N. B. This William Smith of South Carolina, is 
not the William Smithy who for many years, repre- 
sented Charleston Distridl, and who has since been 
sent Ambassador to Portugal, 



Amongst the greatest of the evils, which repub- 
licanism^ and its attendant notions of equality, of 
lenity, and of insubordination, have introduced 
into the American States, is, the prevalent disre^ 
giird of the matrimonial tie. In most of the States 
the law of .divorce has been to altered, and the 
penalty attached to the crimes of bigamyand polyga- 
my so softened, in practice, at least, that the mar- 
riage ceremony and obligation are nearly become 
matters of form, resorted to, merely (in compli- 
ance with a custom) as the means of gratifying, 
without scandal, that appetite which is common to 
most of the human race. 

Out of the facility of obtaining divorces has 
grown xS\t\x frequency^ which has, in its turn, pro- 
duced separations and elofenmits in such numbers, 
that the breaking up of a family, from either of these 
causes, is, at last, scarcely ever regarded as a mat- 
ter of reproach or of shame to the parties, who 

seldom 
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seldom appeal even to the 7^^, or seek for any sanftion 
of their breach of the most sacred of all engagements, 
except perchance, an advertisement in a newspaper, 
or in the form of a hand-bill ! 

While I published a paper in Philadelphia, I was 
in the habit of receiving newspapers from niany 
towns and villages in the United States, in which, 
the advertisements of the sort above-mentioned, were 
so thickly sown, that, once out of curiosity, I di- 
rected one of my people to cut but all sucli adver- 
tisements that we received, in the several papers^ 
in the Course of 07ie month. He cut them out ac- 
cordingly, and pasted them upon a slip of p^per, 
close under each other. At the endof the month, 
.the slip reached from the ceiling to the floor of a 
room more than t^n feet high, and contained one 
hundred and twenty-three advertisements. We did 
not receive, at most, more than a twentieth part of 
the newspapers published in the United States; 
and, if a calculation be made from these fa6ts, it 
will be found, that there were about twenty-five 
thousatld divorces, separations and elopements iii 
a year: a calculation, which, I am certain^ is very 
,far within bounds! 

From this curious slip of paper, which I have still 
in my possession, I shall hdre seledlafew advertise-- 
ments, as specimens. 

" Whereas Deborah, that wicked wife of the 
subscriber, has eloped . from my bed and board — 
This is to caution all persons from trusting or har- 
bouring her on my account^ as I shall pay no debts 
of her conirading — As she has asserted that she 
loves other men better than she does me; land has 
repeatedly slept with other men since she' has been 
married, and says she will again, 

« PHILIP CHESLEY." 

" Norihwood, Feb. 20, 1798." 

Z2 "Wl^EREAS, 
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" Whereas, I the subscriber, for certain rca* 
sons, think it my incumbent duty for my own safe- 
t}', and to preserve my property, to forbid all per* 
sons trusting and trading with Eunice Prince, my 
tvife, now living in Plymouth^ in the county of 
Plymouth — as I am determined not to pay any debts 
of her contracting in future. 

'' JAMES PRINCE.'* 

« Plymouth, Feb. 7, 1798." 

*• I the subscriber, being troubled with a tyran- 
7iical companion, who, fearing I shall leave him, 
has thought proper to forbid any person trusting 
me on his account, (which I should have thought 
he would not have presumed to do) — as I know of 
no property he possesses, except my own, and that 
no person in Plymouth would trust me on his ac- 
count. I think it proper as I have children de- 
pending on me for support, and wish to keep what 
little interest I have, to forbid any person trusting 
niy husband^ James Princej on my account^ as 1 
will not pay any debts he may contradt after this 
date. 

« EUNICE PRINCE." 

''Plymouth, Feb. 7, 1798." , 

"Whereas my wife Elizabeth, has repeatedly 
deserted my family, and for this some years past, 
has not conduced herself as a wife towards Hie, 
and has now kft my bed and board without any 
reason whatever, and refuses to return to my family 
after many intreaties— this is, therefore, to fore- 
warn all persons from contraAing with, or trusting 
her on my account, a& I am determined not to pay 
any such demands* 

" HENRY CUNNINGHAM." 

''Fckmry 19, 1798.'* 
, . "In 
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^^ In consequence of an advertisement in the 
AuBORA by my husband (Francis Monon) I 
hereby declare to the public that Kis condu<ft as ?i 
Mati, it being his request^ together with ill treat- 
ment at divers times, was the cause of our divorce ; 
therefore caution the public against crediting him . 
6n my account, as I will not pay any debts of his 
contracting from this date. 

« PHEBE MONON;' 

" Philadelfbia, Feb. 21, 1798." 

" Whereas my wife Mary has absconded from 
my bed and board, and behaved herself in a very 
unbecoming manner, and taken away my property, 
at sundry times; I therefore forewarn all persons 
trusting her on my account, after this date. 

"JOHN COOK." 

^' Philadelpbia^ Feb. 11, 1798." 

*' Whereas Aseneth Whitney, my wife, 
has eloped from my bed and board, with two small 
children^ I here, in these lines, forbid all persons 
harbouring her, or trusting her upon my account; 
for I will not pay any debts of her con trailing fronj 
this date. 

« WHITNEY;' 

" Westminster, (Massa.) Feb. 3, 1793. 

" Whereas my husband William Walter, has 
left me since the first of April last, I take this me- 
thod of informing the public, that I will not pay 
any debts of his contradling from that date. 

"JULIKT WALTER.'' 
♦^ Pittsburgb, Feb. 1, 1798." 

X 3 *^ "^Qk'^^v^^ 
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" Notice is hereby given, That I, the subscri^ 
ber, have made a dissolution with my wife, Theres^i 
Rousseau; thereiFore, I shall not p^y any debt fcori- 
tradlcd by her, after the date hereof- 

" CHARLES RQUS^EAU;' 

f^ Baltimore, Feb. 13, 1798.-' 

*^ Whereas Jane Graham, the subscriber's! 
wife, has absconded with a man named Hugh Fitz- 
simons — this is, therefore, to caution the public 
against trusting the said Jane on his account, as he 
is determined not to pay any' debts of her contract- 
ing after this notice. All persons arc also forbid har- 
bouring her at their peril. 

« THOMAS GRAHAM/' 
f^ Winchester y Feb. 1^ 1798." 

" All persons are forbid trusting or harbouring 
my wife Maria; as she refuses to live with me, 
1 am determined not to pay any debt she niay con- 
trail. 

^' ABRAHAM L CLUTE." 

f^ Watervliety Feb. 26, 1798." 

^^ Whereas my wife Elizabeth Wissman. has 
thought proper to endeavour to take my'charadler 
away, after being parted according to law. I here- 
by forewarn the public not to trust her on my ac- 
count, as I will not pay iany debt she may contrail 
fiom this date. 

« JOHN ANDREW WISSMAN" 
" Feb.^, J 798." 

To the foregoing little selection, I shall add two 
p{ a nature somewhat dvfftttut* The first will 
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€how with what indifFerence the crime of bigamy is > 
regarded, and the second will furnish a specimen of 
Sheriff's notices in case of divorces sued for. 

" Whereas I entered into marriage with a 
woman, whose name is Jane C^olfeman, supposing * 
her a widow, and since have been informed that 
she has a husband living, I make known, there- 
fore, that, as the ms^rriage is illegal, I request 
all persons not to trust the said Jane Coleman on 
my account, as I am determined not to pay any 
debts of her contra<Sling. 

^ "JOHN PRICE" 

^'Philadelphia, Feb. 20, 1798." 

^^ County of Philadelphia, and Commoij wealth 
" of Pennsylvania ss. 

" Anna Buyers, you are notified, pursuant to 
an alias subpoena direAed to you, and now in the 
hands of the Sheriff, for the city and county of 
Philadelphia, that you be and appear before the 
Honourable the Justices of the Suprer^e Court, in 
the said city, to be held at the State House, in the 
city of Philadelphia, on the third Monday in March 
next, to answer the libel of your husband Jacob 
Buyers, praying for a divorcp from the bands of 
matrimony. 

" JONATHAN PENROSE, Sheriff." 

The following advertisement, figune'and all, just 
as it stands, was taken from a paper, published by 
Elliot and Hopkins, at a little place called Newton, 
in the state of New Jersey. 

z4 "ELOPE- 
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^^ ELOPEMENT!, 

^ Whereas my wife ANNY, has 
absconded from my bed and board, 
without any just provocation — this is 
therefore, to forbid all persons har- 
_ _ bouring or trusting her on my ac- 

count, as I am determined not to pay any debts 
that she may contrail. 

« SAMUEL wade;* 
'^' JVaikin, Feh:i, 1798;* 

This advertisement is the strongest possible proof 
of the 'frequency of the desolating crime of elope- 
ment. Printers, particularly ia America, keep 
type metal ships,^ houses, horses, and negroes, be- 
cause they have frequently to advertise all these ; 
and I leave the reader to guess at iht frequency of 
elopements in that country, where the printer of a 
village newspaper found it worth his while to fur- 
nish his office with types, representing a woman 
running away from her husband! 

To cap the climax, I here insert a letter, from 
a woman to her husband, such. as I belieye never 
was written before, and as, I hope, never will be 
again. I copied it myself from the original, and I 
here insert it without the smallest alteration. The 
writer meant to diredl it for her husband, to the . 
care of the person who received and opened it; 
but, by mistake, she forgot her husband, as, in- 
deed, she seems to have done but too frequently. 

" Edenton, [N. Carolina] Feh. 10, 1799. 
^* Dear Husband, 
« I received your letter dated 13th of November, 
and am glad to hear that you are alive, for I have 

often 
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often heard that you were dead, and I hare suffered 
every thing but death itself, for I have lost all tny 
friends, my mother, my sister, and all my children 
but Betsey, and she is a good hearty girl. Lister 
and his family h moved out to the back countries, 
and rieft the most disagreeably situated oif all wo- * 
men in the world, till I were forst to take up with 
Mr. ProiSler, and / have got one chid hy htm, and 
very heavy with another, tho' I cant say but I should 
be glad to see you again, and I hope you will come 
and do something for your daughter, for she is the ' 
very picture of you^ and your o^ti dear temper. 
As for that money you wrote about, I havenever re- 
ceived only three doUars of it, for Jones says he 
paid you in Norfolk five years ago, and now he 
has left this place, and God kndws when he. will 
come back, for I dont never expect he will see this 
place any more, though, perhaps, if you come fcwr- 
ward yourself, you may do something with it. I 
would wish for you to come and see us aH once 
more, but I should certainly have starved to death 
if Mr. Procter had not been a friend to me, and a 
good friend, the best I ever had tn my life, for he 
has maintained me and your child, as if w^ had 
been his own. I have a great deal to tell you, if I 
could only see you face to face. 

" From your most loving Wife, 

** Lydia Scott." 
For Mr. John Scott, 1 
Philadelphia. J 

It is not this woman's crime, in itself considered, 
that occupies our reflections upon the perusal of thig 
letter; but the state of society, which produced 
tho5e habits of thinking, which enabled her to 
speak to her husband with such perfect unconcern 
on such a subjedt. God forbid I should endeavour 
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to persuade the world, that the women in the 
Unitcd'States of America, are all thus lost to every 
sense of religion and virtue ; God forbid I should 
insinuate that they are generally so ; but, it is my 
duty to show, that the degrading notions, which re-r 
publicanism never fails to engender, have produced 
most horrible effects, and in doing this, no mode 
is at once so effectual and so fair as that of citing 
facts. 



In the year 1796, a great outcry was raised in 
Virginia, against suffering horses to be exported tp 
St. Domingo, for the service of the British army, 
which wj^s then in that island. A formal represen- 
tation was made against it to the President of the 
United States, by the Governor of Virginia, who 
represented it as a breach of neutrality j and who, \r\ 
the mean, time, prevented the horses, which the 
British officers had purchased, from being shipped, 
The true cause of tliis measure was this i-^The Go- 
vernor had offered to these officers^ two of his worn-r 
out carriage-horses^ which the officers refused to pur-r 
chasCy solely because they were too old and infirm. 
From this moment, and not before, the Governor 
inveighed against the exportation as a breach of 
neutrality! The • officers certainly acted impru- 
dently. They should have purchased his horses, if 
they had sold them for dog's meat the next hour.-^ 
But, this is always our way. We squander millions, 
where the prodigality does us no service, and we are 
ever niggardly where we may depend upon a ten- 
fold return. Had they been f'rench officers, to 
whom a bargain of this sort had been offered, they 
would not only have purchased, but would have 
given a generous price. 

Faithful 
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Fmihful extracts from a talk delivered on Saturday 
the id of October 1794 to the Indiatis at Knnan- 
daigua^ by Timothy PickeiunGj then a Com- 
missioner to the Six Nations^ since Secretary of 
State, The talk was sefjt iy Timothy Picker- 
ing to Capt. Brant, head qf the fiution of Mo^ 
iawks. 

IT will be curious to compare the sentiments of 
PiCKERiNGj Commissioner in J 79-45 with Picker- 
ing, Secretary in 1797. 

Colonel Pickering in the beginning of his talk 
exculpates himself from the reproach of vanity di- 
j-ected against him by the Indian Chief, Corn- 
rLAJTTER, for not having consented to the admis- 
sion of the English agent in the conncif, in these 
^^ords : 

*' It is not the pride of knowledge^ for I have bat 
little ; it h not the pride of understanding, for mine 
is moderate ; it is not the pride of eloquence, for I 
am ap indifferent speaker/' 

Mr Pickering appears early to have formed 
a just appreciation of his talents. 

^^ You recollect the violent inflammatory speech 
of Lord Dqrchesteh^ which the British inter- 
preted to you last Spring, at Buffalt>e Creek. This 
talk was like that of Governor Simcoe; he sstid 
that a war would probably td<.c place between the 
British and AmericanSj and then the settlements in 
all the country here would be considered as an en- 
croachment on the right of the king — Brothersj the 
speech of Lord Dorchester was so carefully in- 
terpreted to you in order to prepare your minds for 
war, and to take up the hatchet once more against 
the United States. 

'* Beyond a doubt it was the intention of the 
Kind and his Counsellors to make war u^oa tl\e 
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United States. And for what ? we have done them 
no injury — brothers, since we refused to submit to 
their tyranny r since we threw the king-upm bis, 
^/?r^ and established- our independence, they have 
borne us no good will. They would gladly make 
another attempt to involve us, and they thought a 
fair opportunity presented. 

"I must tell you some things about the affairs 
on the other side of the great waters. The French 
whoni you know, were governed by a king, his war- 
riors assisted the Americans in their late war with 
the British. 

" In America the French saw how we managed 
our affairs, that they were not directed by one man 
at his pleasure, but by wise counsellors we ourselves 
chuse for the purpose. The French being an in- 
telligent people, soon learnt how we conducted our 
business, and were pleased with it. When they 
went home, they wished to have their business ma- 
naged in like manner by wise counsellors of their 
own choosing, and would no' longer submit to the 
tyranny of the king. They accordingly threw him 
down and c\x\ off his head ; thi^; brothers, enraged 
all the neighbouring tyrants called Kings, and they 
combined together and raised great^armies or regu- 
lar soldiers to oblige the French again to be .govern- 
ed by a king. 

" At that time the tyrants expected easily to sub- 
due tho French, and prevent their becoming a free 
people. And as the French were the only allies of 
the United States, the British King and his Coun- 
sellors thought this would be a good time to attack 
•us, and once more subjedV us to their tyranny. In 
pursuit of this objedl Lord Dorchester' made his 
inflammatory speech to the Indians, to prepare them 
for a general war ; and Simcoe built his forts on the 
Miemi, and "tried to break up the settlements at 
Green Sodos. With the same viiew the armed v^s- 
. sels 
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$eh of the King stole our property on tfie great wa- 
ters, having taken hundreds bf our vessels laden 
with goods to the value of many hundred thousand 
dollars. And not content with robbing us of our 
property, they put our seamen on board their 
armed. vessels and compelled them to fight against 
Qxxx friends the French. 

*^ These injuries' w^re now too great to be. borne 
any longer. So according to the custom of the' 
white nation, bur great chief sent one of his' wise 
counsellors to demand satisfailion^ and it is probabfe 
he win succeed in obtaining satisfadlion, and pre- 
vent a war between the British and the United 
States ; for the mind of the king and his counsel- 
lors appear to be changed, they seemed to have 
dropped the unjust design of mjiking war upon us. 
They have seen that ajl t)ae tyrants combined 
against France cannot subdue them; they have 
seen, that the French will remain a free people, 
and that now it will be in vain to attempt to de- 
prive us Americans of our liberty. The French, 
brothers, instead of being subdued, are now over- 
running the countries of the tyrants that attacked 
them ; the French are a very great people, and on 
this occasion they have adopted the custom of the 
Indians, all their young men are become warriors, 
and marched against their enemies, and beat them 
on all- sides."* 



* The falselioocU J hat Mr. Pickering uttered to these sa- 
vages artt well kiiowQ lo every man acquainted with the cir- 
cunistauct-s. — Let this /j//: be compared with oiher talks that 
Mr. PicKLuiNG has aincc put into lurit'mf. 
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BOBBY AND THE TURKEY. 

''Philadelphia, Nov. 28, llQl. 

" Mr. Porcupine, 
'' AS my cousin Bobby writes me^ that he intends 
fo return to Philadelphia- very soon, and only waits 
for my advice ; I take the earliest opportunity of 
giving it to him, through your paper. You will 
therefore please to honour it with a place as sooii as 
possible. 

" Excuse my scrawl, as I am old and very neat- 
sighted* 

" I am, 

" Yours, &c» 

"A.B-" 

My dear cousin Bob^ 

That terrible job 
Has don? you much harm^ to be sure ; . 

And, tho* youVe youth, *^ 

I only say truths 
When I tell you no time can it cure. 

Such stones are told. 

By the young and the old j 
£'en your daddy comes out with his d-^n^ 

When he talks of the pig. 

Which you meant but as gig. 
While you thought the old codger to shatnr* 

The TVr;^^ also! 

Oh, Bobby, 'twas low 1 
lam forced to say so, indeed. 

What ! to go to an Inn, 

From the larder begin 
To take off the stock of poor W— d ! 

Had you made an attack 

At the clothes on his back. 
Or took from his pocket the cash, 

You would not have had 

Our opinions so bad 
As those on ih^fig and such trash. 

But 
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Bat why did npt you. 

When you saw W — d pursue. 
Drop the ftg and the turkiy together ; 

And not run away. 

Like a fox with his prey, 
Pig in one paw, and turkey in t'other ? 

You tell me you n)ean 

To return here again } 
And you ask my advice, which is this : 

Keep off while you can, 

For there is not a man 
In town, that know you, hut would hiss.*** 



" Friend Porcupine, 
" SEEING that thou hast taken upon thee, the 
important office of an impartial censor, I shall, 
without any further preamble, proceed to lay be- 
fore thee one of the many grievances that too many 
unhappily labour under, and is one of the greatest 
evils under the sun, I mean the sun of Pennsyl- 
vania ; who, by too great a plenitude of heat, or 
power, or in other words too free a use of prero- 
gative, has more than once, scorched or clipped 
the wings of sacred liberty. — I do not in this al- 
lude to the late proclamation, because thy impar- 
tial quill hath already corrected that, but the pre- 
sent evil which I complain of, is, that of his 
creating by far too great a number of country ma- 
gistrates. Every impartial person, must acknow- 
ledge that a good magistrate is an honour to society, 
and a useful member of the commonwealth — but 
an evil ruler is the pest of society, a scandal to law 
and justice, and destruction of peace and harmony 
amongst neighbours. It is a well known fact, that 

-■- 

* This Bobby, who was the son of a memher of the Legislature 
of Pennsyl'vania, robbed the larder of an Innkeeper; went away 
for a Utile ^hile, but soon returned, and has, ever since, lived 
in great tranquillity. 

teo , 
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too many unqualified persons both in abilities and 
character, and too indolent to work, and knowing 
how easy it is to become a magistrate, run about 
with .petitions from tavern to tavern, to procure 
signers, well knowing that no enquiry will be made 
into their character — who no sooner obtain the 
commission of the peace than they also commence 
barrister or bush lawyer, and set their neighbours 
together by the ears, for the sake of that muUum 
fecunia, called ninepence. It is surprising to me 
and many others, that he does not take a hint from 
our- excellent constitution, which allows but one re- 
presentative for every thirty thousand citizens; but 
here, alas, in the country, here are six or seven ma- 
gistrates to almost every township or district, and 
many more are recruiting for commissions. What 
the good policy of it can be, neither I or any one 
else can fathom, except that he wishes to fulfil the 
benevolent desire of St. Paul, /. e. to make every 
new magistrate a new creature ; or perhaps he is 
ambitious to outshine Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin by making priests of Baal.-^ 
These few hints, friend Porcupine, i^ all that I can 
at present send thee, hoping that thou wilt not let 
this grievance escape thy notice ; and, for God's, 
sake, do not let us be scorched by the rays of a 
setting sun. 

"Thy Friend, 

The grievance, of which my correspondent com- 
^la^ns, is, indeed, an intolerable one. The process 
is precisely as he describes it. If a man is bereft of 
the means of an honest livelihood, either by idle- 
ness, by gaming, or by speculation, he instantly looks 
out for an office, and he absolutely goes from one: 
hedge-tavern to another to obtain signatures to a pe- 
• tition 
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tition to the Governor (in Pennsylvania) to appoint 
him a Justice of the Peace ! There is no bounds set 
to the Governor's authority, in these appointments. 
No quaUJicat'tons are necesijary, but such as are re- 
quisite to get t he good wishes of a fe\V haunters of ta- 
verns (all public houses are so called), which are far 
from being such qualifications as are requisite in a 
magistrate. The number of these* nine-penny jus- 
tices, who have the decision in,the last resort, of all 
disputes of debt to a very considerable amount, has 
been rapidly increasing ever^ince the rebellion, till 
the evil is become almost unbearable. The mo- 
IDent these illiterate and unprincipled wretches re- 
ceive the commission of the peace, they assume the 
title of Esquire^ which their shoeless wives and 
'' children bestow on them on all occasions. It is not 
at all uncommon to see a ^Squire as ragged as a 
colt; and I remember one, who exercised his func- 
tions as Justice of the Peace in the neighbourhood 
of Philadelphia, and who not unfrequently attend- 
ed the market of that city as a retailer cf greens and 
potatoes. These circumstances would be amusing 
enough, it would be high fun to view this bur- 
lesque of magistracy, this, ridiculous mixture of 
poverty and liiles, of rags and pomposity ; but, 
when the real, the active power of the ^Sqtare is 
considered, and when honest and rich men feel his 
pestiferous influence, he becomes a being almost as 
formidable as a highwayman or a housebreaker; 
perhaps more so, as it is more difficult to obtain re- 
dress for the numerous wrongs that he commits. 
Were 1 called upon to name the three greatest 
curses that Pennsylvania labours under, I should 
certainly say, the Dysentery^ the Yellow Fever, Sind 
thQ'' Squires f and should have no hesitation in de- 
claring the latter 10 be the greaiwSt af the three. 

VOL. ix. A. a >\.^- 
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" Mr, PoncupiNE, 
« !#** married a free black woman in the Wc3t-» 
Indies, had several children by her j he left her^ 
bringing away all her money, came to this country, 
married another wife, had several children by her, 
and he is now a Sena for. Now, will not the man, 
who robbed his negro wife^ betray this country? 

ff * # ^ * #'♦" 

« Phihdeiphia, T 
*^ 20 fh Nov. 1797^*1 

Upon inquir}% I found this fail to be perfectly 
correft- 



*' Pm-tland^ Dhin& of Maine^ 
" Nov, 17, 1796. 

" The Court of Common Pleas and General Ses- 
sions of the Peace for the county of Yorkj wert 
liolden at Biddeford the last week. At this court 
an afl:ion was commenced on behalf of the Common- 
wealth, against John Hilton^ aod others, for an as- 
sault and battery on Elizabeth Smith, widow. In 
the course of the trial it appeared, that in the montb 
of OdVober last, the complainant had been accused 
o( tvtichcraft^ and noi only her neighbours^ bui ber 
rehtiom had been so wcensed agaimt her^ that she 
ni'as obliged tofiy to a neighbouriug fown for safely, 
\k seems ttiat one John Hilton had, some time in 
0<5tober, become insane, and while in that state^ 
accused the complainant of bewitching him. He 
satd^ that as he was a going home one evening, jusc 
before dark, the complainant appeared before him, 
and walked some time at about six yards distance ; 
ur^i he had an ox goad in his handj which he held 

by 
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by the micldle: that he presently perceived the goad 
to move through his hand ; that when it had passed 
Almost out of his hand, being persuaded that it was 
the complainant who was drawing it our, and that 
she did it by the power of witchcraft^ he attempted 
to strike her, but instead of doing any injury to the 
complainant, he himself received a violent blow on 
the lower part of his back ; that the blow gave him 
great pain, &c< Eaton Cleaves, witness on behalf 
of the defendants, further testified, that till the 
time mentioned by Hilton, he had been possessed 
of a sound mind ; that he then declared the com- 
plainant had bewitched him, and had ever since 
declared it. That the coMplainant had been re- 
quested ro visit Hilton ; and that while she was in 
the house he appeared to be much better, and 
talked very rationally ; that iV was proposed to oh' 
iain some of her blood as an antidoU \ and that she 
consented that her Mood should be shed. But not- 
withstanding all this, it appeared in evidence that 
tht defendants had threatened her life^ and said she 
ought to have been iong ago in hell with the damned ; 
and that they would let loose the man whom she had 
bewitched y John Hilton, to kill her, 

" Whether they lei him loose or not, is uncertain ; 
but it is a fa£t, that he made his escape from the 
place where he was confined, and ran immediately 
to the house of the complainant ; beat her violently 
with a stick, drove her out of the house, then seized 
her by the throat and well nigh choaked her. 
While Hilton was striking and choaking her, one 
of the defendants, and niece to Hilton, cried our, 
*' kill her^ uncle John^ It appeared also in the 
course of the trial, that other means had been used 
to kill her besides calling on '* uncle John/' The 
defendants had (to use their own expressions) ^' tried 
R " projects"' — This not having the desired eftedl, un- 
cle John went in person. Many circumstances 
A a ^ ^^«k 
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giircD in evidence were calculated to provoke Uugh^ 
ter. But at the close of the trial, the sabjeft as- 
sutned a very serious aspe^^^t. The ilehision appeared 
tn hegenerah and THE IGNORANCE OF THE 
PEOPLE PROFOUNR 

** While the court was sitting, news was received 
that on accQuni of lie irml in que s lion ^ a hause bad 
keen enltrely demolished in the neigbhourbood of the 
compltiirtani. His honour. Judge Wells, in an ad* 
dress to the defendants^ endeavoured to convince 
them of the gross error into which they had fallen ; 
and that the diiHcuhiesand dissensions in the neigh- 
bourhood arose rather from IGNOSANCE in them- 
selves than from witghceaft in the poor old 
woman, 

** The defendants were bound to keep the peace 
till June next^ and thence till August/' 



*M1/A 05-1796* 
" AT an eleiftion not a hundred years ago in 
the city of Philadelphia^ a citizen who had resided 
in it upwards of twenty years, taken his oath of al- 
legiance at the revolution and paid taxes repeatedly, 
offered his vote. The Judge of the ele<£lion5 irom 
circumstances knowing that his vote would be 
given on the tvrong side, after learning the term of 
his residence, and that he had paid taxes, asked 
him for his receipts fur such taxes. The poor man 
had taken none, but offered to take his solemn oath 
of having paid them. To this proposition the 
Judge very fOHsdmiiQusly replied, ** H'g do nof ad- 
" minister oaths'' The poor man was retiring, thus 
brow beaten, by the houourabh Judge; when ano- 
ther person of different politics presenting himself, 
and the first questions being asked and answered, 
and it proving also that he had no receipt ; the 

Judge 
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Judge unwilling to loose zgood vote, that is one on 
the righi slde^ asked him *' Whether he could take 
"his oath of having paid taxes/' The answer was 
affirmative, and a magistrate was immediately called, J 
who adminisfered it, and the vote was given. The : 
democratic elector who had witnessed this shameful 
instance of partialityj with becoming spirit then in- 
sisted upon having his oath and vote received; 
which the rffA/^ows judge no longer could find faco' 
to refuse, 

" This anecdote which may be depended upon as 
fact, should serve to put the honest electors of this 
city on their guard at the election this day, lest 
they be rrickt out of their right of suffrage ; and 
It should be a caution to judges of clastic consci- 
ences not to put them to the trial then, as they will 
be watched, and if discovered acting unfairly, will 
be exposed- 

" The eleilors should be apprized, that they ha\^e 
a right to require that an oath be administered 
to them^ if they cannot produce a receipt for 
taxes* 

** Another source of fraud at eleilions should 
here be mentioned. Some insped^ors have been 
guilty of slily inspecting the ballots when deli- 
vered, and according to their complexion ob- 
jeifted to the qualifications of the voters, or re- 
ceived them without scrutiny. This violation of 
the right of bailor should be prevented .by the 
close attention of every friend to fair election. If 
H the purity of elections is suffered tn be viriated by 

mm unprincipled partisans wirh impunity, Americana 

r may bid adieu to their liberties " 

I twc 



" Mb. Poecupine, 
** On the evening of the 23d of February^ 179^^ 
two days previous to the special ckdliun fur seua.* 
Aa3 , ^-w, 
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tor. Ml. David Lummis happenec) to step into the 
tavern, kept by the widow Smith in Darby ; and 
upon his entering into the bar-room, wgis accosted 
in the following manner by a person p resent, ^ 
" Here is Mr Lummis^ he will vote for Israel Israel,^' 
** No Sir/' replied LummiSj ^' lam not entitled to 
** a vote," — " O yes you are, was not your father 
*' a freeholder?'*— *^ Yes he was," replied Mn L. 
" but I believe notwithstanding, according to law, 
^' I am not entitled to a vote." Here Ji4dge Bran- 
nan^ who was also present, interfered, and address- 
ing himself to Mr. Lummis, said, *^ you certain- 
** ly are entitled to a vote," Mr. L» replied, '* Judge, 
" I may be mistaken; but by G — d, I believe I am 
*^ not ejitltled to a vote/'^ — "Hush," said Bran- 
nan, ** do not swear, I will not suffer it in my pre- 
*' sence ; (but he will suffer himself tp get beastly! 
" drunk), hh^neabkj and I cannot look over it," 
Mr. L. replied, " I ask your pardon, Judge ; I did 
*^ not do it out of any disrespeft to your office ; 
** but it happened to slip out, I know it is fineablej 
" and lam ready to pay the fine/* J. B. ** It might 
^' be looked over, itid noi we ibhik you were inle- 
" resiing yourself for the opposiie pariy.^^ Mr* L. 
*^ As to party, I believe I am not entitled to a vote ; 
but if I were, I'll give you my word and honour, 
*^ I would not vote for a party man." Judge B, 
" You would not; then you mdst pay your fine," 
which he made him do.* 

'* Jo, Thomson/* 

In 



«c 



* A fact like this, thoiigb told in this homely way, gives one 
a more correct notion of ihe manners, and iutrlgues of llicae 
little dest>otfi than can possibly hft conveyed in general descrip- 
tion, though drawn with the most masterly pen< 

This Bra fj NAN, was a justice of the peace for Delaware j 
CQunty^ and a judge of the Common PJeas, He was, in the year] 

1798. 
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f Mr Williams called for the resolution which he 

laid on the table some days ago. On examining the 
report of the secretary of the treasury, relative to 
the application and expenditure of the monies ap- 
propriated for expenses attending the intercourse 
between the United States and foreign nations, he 
said, he found large sums of money had been 
paid on the warrants of the late secretary of state, 
whose accounts remain unsettled; and that neither 
the accounts of the foreign ministers, bankers, or 
agents of the United States, nor the records of the 
department of stare, contained any explanation in 
respeft to a considerable part of this money ; that 
they had appropriated large sums of money from 
time to time, and it was necessary that a full inves- 
tigation of that business should be had. There was 
in the report 18,000 dollars, paid on a warrant to 

f Mr. Randolph for the expenses of a special envoy 

to Madrid, though lie believed the envoy was not 
three months on that business. In order, therefore, 
to come at a more full knowledge of this subjedt, 
he hoped the resolution would be agreed to. It was 
in the following words : 

« Whereas it is stated to this house, in a report 
of the secretary of the treasury of the 15th instant, 
that the accounts of monies advanced to Edmund 
Randolph, Esq. late secretary of state, for the ex- 
penses of foreign intercourse, still remain unset tied j 



1798, dUmUsed from bis office, /or harhouring if mjn 'ivho had 
T4bb£d th£ bank a ! — But, J I lavt; before caiilioned dje rradernot 
to judge of the p£o^k of Ajiverica from i\\^. char0cters of thme 
who rule over iheiti. Such is the degraded state of ihe govern-* 
ment, thai; it i^ very seldom that aa hotidil man can be found 
to accept of an office, 

X a 4 ^^^ 
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and that neither the accounts of the foreign mini- 
sters, bankers, or agents of the United States, nor 
the records of the department of state, contain any 
explanation in respedt to a considerable sum of the 
said monies : 

" Resolved, that the secretary of the treasury lay 
before the House of Representatives, information of 
the amount of the sums so received by the said Ed- 
mund Randolph, Esq. for which there is no expla* 
nation, as aforesaid, and what measures have been 
taken to obtain a settlement of the said accounts/' 

I have always thought that rogues hang together 

better than honest men. Here is a call made by 

the representatives of the people, on a public func- 
tionary, to account for the expenditure of near 
50,000 dollars of public money, for which there 
were no credits to be found in the books of the 
treasury; that is, 50,000 dollars were sunk in his 
bands, without a single document to shew how he 
had disposed of them. Before Mr. Randolph left 
Philadelphia, he had received orders from the Pre- 
sident to settle this account, and he promised to do 
it; but having received so many applications of a 
similar kind Irom other quarters, and having his 
time occupied so much about that delicate business 
witll Fauchet, he thought proper to break his pro- 
mise and to retire re mjuta. This was a just ground 
for an impeachment; and I will venture to assert 
that, had there been as great a default in any other 
officer of the Federal government, even in the Pre- 
sident- himbcif, the outlandish orator or some other 
of thp democratic gang would have moved for an 
. impcachmt-nt, and it is very probable he would 
have cairied the motion. 

No sooner was Mr. Williams's motion delivered, 
than up rose the Genevan, and raising his right 
h^nd \o \\\^ pout(i^ liHe a^ugj^ler that extr^dls rib- 

bond9 
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bonds fr<jm his throat , out he drew the following ob- 
jedtion. 

Mr. Galhtin, *' If the gentlemin from Nei^-. 
*' York hifJ attended to the sratement on the sub- 
" jcdtj he ivuuld have seen that the secretary of the] 
'' treasury was not the person to be applied 10" — 1 
" but the President should be requested, if he fhink 
" it adviseable, &c*;" " because',* — '' (mark the 
" reasoning of this qnibbling Italian)" because ihe 
" money was drawn out of the treasury, by virtue I 
" of an order from the President, as he was thei 
^^ oniy one authorized to draw money for the pur- 
" poses of foreign intercourse". — — So, because 
the President's authority was necessary to procurej 
the money, the speculator who received and etn-i 
bezzled \i was 10 escape. — The President afledl 
agreeably to common usage and the duties of hia 
high office in this business ; he informed the secre- 
tary of the treasury al whar he had done to bring] 
the defaulter to account; the secretary laid the bu*] 
siness before Congress; and Congrtssought, accor- 
ding to this fellow's reasoning to, have sent him 
back to the President ; and so, instead of pointing 
their enquiry dire6i!y again ijt the culprit,- the busi- 
ness was to be turned out of a strait line into a 
never ending circle, and vinuous officers were to 
be harrassed abour'an affair in which ihey had done 
no more rhan their duty. If the money is never 
recovered from the defaulter^ the United States 
must lo^e it; but it is qiutc proper that he should 
be stigmatizen, and declared unworthy of all fu^ 

ture trust O lord ! no, says the poltikal sinner \ 

** In tliii business we know only the President of tlic 
" United States, Mr, Kandulph aftcd only as his 
'^ agent; and he supposed the President would di* 
*^ reCt the secretary of the treasury to take the 
" necessary measures against Randnlph/'- — You see, 
readerSj how rogues hai]g togettier! — ^Ttii^ vs^^^n'^ 
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man who came all the way from Geneva to instruA 
you in the arcana of financiering; and two of his 
most important secrets are to stop the wheels ^f go- 
*vernmera, and to raise obstruftlons in the way of] 
justice ; so that more may rebel, and embezzle pub- 
lic money, when they please with impunity, — Ame- 
ricans, how long will you j^uffer your councils and 
suffrages to be disgraced by suspicious foreigner^, 
who come among you without a single recommen- 
dation but that of their impudence, and creep into 
office by some obscure inlet to insult, betray, and 
dishonour you*? — In managing tlie violeot and de- 
sultory measures of a revolutionary state^ daring 
and unprincipled cha rafters are sometimes employ- 
ed, because in such a state business occurs for which 
they only are fir; but when a well organized go* 
vernment is established, and nothing is wanting to 
secure the general happiness^ but to keep it in a 
constant and steady operation, to instruft them is 
the very height of impudence. 



The following memorial is preserved, as a proof 
of the insolent tyranny of the courts of Pennsyl- 
vania, 

To the Chief Justice and Judges of the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer, The MEMORI- 
AL and REMONSTRANCE of the Grand 
Jury for the City and County of Philadelphia : 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That the Grand Jtiry^ havings in discharge of 
their duty, and on tlieir solemn oaths and affirma- 
tions, deliberated and decided on two several in- 
dictments preferred against Eleazer Oswald, (each 
for a libel) and, under the sanation of such high 
obligations, having delivered their la^t return inta^ 
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court, (on Friday the 3d instant) cannot but re- 
member, With peculiar sensibility and concern, that 
they incurred the severe displeasure of the bench, 
and received very reproachful language for their 
conduft. 

After the most scrutinizing self- examination, 
they feel themselves assured of the purity and rec- 
titude of their intentions; and DO therefore, in 
defence of their violated rights, and in their own 
justification, request the permission of the court, 
to clear themselves fi*om the charges alledged against 
them, — and to establish the propriety and up- 
rightness of their conduift- 

That if any thing should fall from them, which, 
by a forced construction, might appear disrespedl- 
ful to the court — they flatter themselves, — that their 
unshaken zeal for the liberties of their country, — 
,their fidelity to their trust — and the relative situa- 
tion they stand in with their fellow citizens of the 
S^tate, — which are the motives that alone adtuatc 
them, will fully plead their apology. 

That they have been accused of having exa- 
tpjned witnesses, on the abave-mentioned inditS- 
ments, not previously approved of by the court, 
— Your Memoralists have been taught to believe, 
that an examination of all witnesses (hbuuring un- 
der no legal disqualification) is founded upon law, 
reason, and practice ^ — is a right inherent in a 
Grand Jury; and in free govern merits, should be 
secured, by every restraint of the most vigorous 
construdlion ;^ — consequently, that the attempt to 
deprive Grand Jurors of this invaluable pris'ilege, 
is an obstruction to the citizen's claim of rights in 
the present instance, — and if acquiesced in, might 
be drawn out imo precedent, so as to prov^e a most 
certain defeat of them in future, to the great detri- 
ment and degvadaiion of the members of this free 
Commonwealth* 
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They coDCeire, that the doftrine of the court, 
f having a right to control the evidence they 
,shoutd examine, on indictments brought before 
thetn, is not onlj' departing from the solid princi* 
pies of law and liberty, and trusting to the discre- 
tionary power of judges — but ivould^ — if introduced 
into pracSicej be subversive of tlie oaths of the 
jiirorSj who are bound thereby, diligently to en- 
quire into, and present — xh^ wbok Iruth; which 
doubtless cannot be ascertained and established, 
with satisfactory precision ; but from the result of 
testimony on both sides. It would, likewise, give 
to judges the opportunity of suppressing from im- 
proper motives^ such evidence, as might tend to 

exculpate the party accused; It is destrutftive 

loOj of the humane intention of the law, which 
bcRevoicDtly designs, that no person shall be con- 
rifted, but on the solemn decision of twenty-four 
persons delivered into court. 

Your memoriahsts are of opinion that the sug- 
gestion of the chief justice, *^ that the grand iii- 
«' quest of the city and county, were biassed and 
" lead away by the spirit of party views, and that 
*' they had been tampered with by the authors of 
** the obnoxious publication,'* — involved in it a 
criminal charge, of a heinous and offensive nature^ 
that exposed their moral characters to doubt and 

discussion was highly insukmg to their feelings 

and was an unmerited attack upon their Intc^ 

grity of condudt. 

That, it is possible, imputations falling from such 
high authority, may make impressions^ that will 
remain long, affedt deeply, and that until they are 
cleared from such weighty accusations, they are 
fearful of being virtually incapacitated from serv- 
ing tlieir couniry In the same charadlers — candour 
and impartiality, are the essential qualifications of 
a grand jurymanj — under a deprivation of which^ 

the 
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the censure of the chief justice tended to lay them, 
when he accused them of delivering into court — a 

false return. Matrerof such serious consequence 

falling from the bench, should be supported on the 
broad basis of trudi* 

That they apprehend, the language of asperity 
and menace, delivered in an authorirative stile, is 
unbecomingly addressed to a Grand Jury^ who, by 
being regulated in their conduct by their principles 
and their oaths, ought not to be biassed by the 
exercise of power, or the influence of office, how- 
ever elevated. They can readily conceive* that 
precedents of this kind (as were indeed observed 
and quoted by the court) may be found in the sla- 
vish times of the Tudors and Stuarts; but they are 
convinced, that no such insrances have existed, 
since liberty was fixed upon a permanent basis at 
the revoluticm. 

Your memoralists are of opinion, that a clear 
conviflion in their own minds, of a bill being 
*^ not true," from the evidence produced, is a suf- 
ficient rca^^on for not submitting it to the ulterior 
decision of the petit jury, which the chief justice 
prescribed to them, as their line of duty. 

That, they arc fnlly persuaded, the requisition 
made to the Grand Jury, individually to give their 
rea'^ons to the court, which induced them to return 
tlie bills they presented ** not true," was an In- 
croachment upon the sacred rights of juries, which 

form the bulwark of our civil liberties: 

It was a demand too, that militated in open defi- 
ance, imd violation of tbcir oaths and afiirmations, 
froQi the obligations of which they know no au- 
thority on earth, that lias a dispensing power to re- 
lease them: — That they solemnly pledge themselves^ 
the accusation of the chief justice, stigmatizing 
the jury with partiality, in refusing la examine evi- 
dence, is ill'fouaded^ — The jury having d^Ut^^-v^^-^ 
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and dispassionately searched into the mcritt of the 
case, and having formed a decision thereupon^ be- 
fore they had a knowledge of any further testimo-^ 
ny> intended to be offered by the court. 

In order, therefore, that the conduft of the 
court may not by our acquiescence under it pass 
into precedent, and be quoted in future cases^ as 

an authority Your memoralista conceive it an 

indispensable duty they owe to themselves to 

their country, and to posterity, to leave on 

record a testimonial against it. To themselves^ — 
to evidence, that they merit not the inferences of 
perjury, which might be drawn from the language 
of the chief justice ; — to their country, — that courts, 
finding that grand juries will support their owq 
rights, and with them^ the liberties of the people, 
may not attempt to encroach on them ; — and to 
posterity> that no advantage may result to their pre^ 
judice, by our silence. 

That these benefits, arising from their salutary 
interposition may not be lost, they pray that thig 
memorial may be filed amongst the proceedings of 
the court. 

Philadelphia^ January ^^ 1783< 

(Signed) Zehulon Po//j, Foreman; Samuel CalJ^ 
weU^ JVtlUam Bmgbam^ WUUarn TurnlmU^ Rohri 
Hare^ John Skee, WiUmm Davis^ George Ord^ 
Retilmi Haynes^ Jacob Barge^ Jacob Hilixbermery 
John Harrison, David M^Qt /lough ^ Samuel Wbeeler^ 
Derreck PeUrson, Caleb Emlen. 



" This morning Frederick Augustus Muh- 

LBN BEE G appeared on the Ele6lion Ground, and 
ftublicly declared^ in the presence of a number of 
persons; that on the day he gave the casting vote, 
on the appropriations for the treaty, Mr, John 

SWABIWICC 
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SwANW^cK told him that he, Mr. Muhlexberg^ 
had saved the United States, or his country, by 
that vcte. 

" Mr. SwANWicK, one of the candidates at 
this cleAion, after this, voted against the very 
measure on which he declared the safety of the 
United States depended^ 

*' Philadelphia, Oaoher 11, 1796-" 

This did not prevent Swanwick frocn being 
cledled. 



^ 



" Firginia, Leominster, March *J, 17 97, 

'* This truly great maoj after he had retired froni 
the presidency of the United States, to the situa- 
tion of a private citizen, was returned a petit juror^ 
to an inferior court! and manifested his superior 
greatness of soul, by submitting to serve; and the 
jury had the honour to report that GEORGE 
WASHINGTON had been unanimously appointed 
their foreman 1 ! Thus we see him, after having at- 
tracted the admiration of the world by the splen- 
dour of his talents in the most exalted stations, exhi- 
biting a sublime example of his submission to the 
duties of a private citizen ! 

*' Wonderful Man! Magnanimous Hero /'* 



The h& was, Washington's pride was well 
known, and the Sheriff, who was a malignani: Dc- 
, mocrat, had a mind to mortify the old man^ by 
thus returning him as a petit juror to the inferior 
court, contrary to the practice of the State, ac- 
cording to whitli, if he had been summoned at all, 
it would have been in the capacity of Grand Juror 
\ to the Unpreme Court. The cautious Wash in c- 
F TON, however, disappointed him; and, as was his 

r pra6licc through life, made a virtue of necessity, 
I disguised hrs sentiments, and extracted ijoijuWv^ 
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from disgrace itself. Of aU human, beirtgsf/I verily 
believe, Washington was the most cunning. 



Next, after the justices of the peace, or ^ Squires^ 
the most troublesome animals in /\meri'ca certainly 
are the Musquiioes and the Miliha Officers ; but these 
latter are far the most troublesome of the two. In 
England, a man serves in the militia once in his 
life-time, and he is no more pestered with it; but, in 
that /re'^ country, America, he is a soldier as long* 
as he can walk; he must attend muster every month 
inperson^ and find himself arms and accoutrements^ 
or ^^y 2i fine for every failure. This is liberty I 
Thus it is to bt free and independent ! Besides this 
regular plague, every man is liable to be called out 
at an hour's notice, and to be marched as far as the 
caprice of the little despot, called a governor, 
chooses to march him. He can never say when he 
shall be called, or where he shall be sent to. The 
following are copies of notices that I received in the 
city of Philadelphia. 

" TAKE NOTICE, that you are enrolled in the 
7th company of the 'id regiment of the -Militia of, 
the city of Philadelphia. 

" March, 1797. 

" Wm. HEALY, Captainr 
'' To William Gobbet." 

" TAKE NOTICE, that by special order of his 
Excellency the Governor,' yoU are personally to ap- 
pear at the State-House, properly aniiedfand equip- 
ped for service, at t^he hour of ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, on Monda,y the 13th instant, to march 
where required. 

** Philadelphia, Nov. 7, 1797-'* 

" Lewis Nicolas, 

'' To William Cobbtu;' " Inspeaorr 
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1 hope the reader will not, for a moment, ima- 
gine, that I obeyed the summonses of these wretcheSi 
•I most certainly never did- I always threw them 
into the fire, these two excepted, which I preserved 
for the very use that I am now making of them. 
Nor did I pay a single^ra^. V/hen they demanded 
fines from me, I refused ro pay^ and told the col* 
letftor, that if he attempted to seize on my goodSi 
I should plead my right of exception, as a British 
subject, and prosecute him for the seizure; but, 
people in general were obliged to obey^ to pay the 
fine, or have their household goods seized and sold, 
or rather thrown away at audlion; several were sent 
tojaiL In fadt^ so disgraceful was it to be even 
seen amongst the rabble, called the militia, that 
hardly any man of credit would submit to it^ and 
the whole establialiment answered no earthly pur- 
pose, but that of extorting money from the respect- 
able part of the people, to be shared amongst a 
swarm of hungry idle scoundrels, who lived by 
sucking the blood of the public. 

The mode of appointing the officers, was calcu- 
lated to keep the arms constantly in the hatids of 
the most worthless and desperate part of the com- 
munity. They were eleiled by ihd people^ The 
following is the copy of a noEice for ail eleilioo of 
this sort. 

" MILITIA ELECTION, 

** Notice Is hereby given ro the enrolled citi- 
zens, between eighteen and fort y- five years of 
age, residing within the bounds of the third regi- 
ment of Philadelphia county militia, to meei at the 
house of Ciitharme Fntz^ No. 3/(3, South Front- 
street, on Saturday ihe 12rh day of January next; 
and then and there between the hours of ten o'clock 
in the rsorning, and six in the afternoon of said 
day, to cletfl by ballot Que Lieutenant Colomi^ for 

vol-- IX, fib '^'iN^ 
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said regiment, in place of John Pattefsod, re- 
moved* 

'' FREDERICK WOLBERT, 

^^ Brigade InspeSor'* 

" Philadelphia Counij, Dec. 26, 1798." 

" N. B. Previous to the eledlion, two citizens are 
to be chosen, to preside as judges of said eleftion." 

Catharine Fritz kept a little dirty grog-shop 
in the skirts of the city; and Frederick Wol- 
BERT, who signs this notice, was a '-Sj-z^/r^, which 
afrer what I have already said of American 'Squires, 
is sufficiently descriptive of his charadier. 

These circumstances will enable the reader to 
judge of the description of voters, who would be 
assembled at this election, and also of the rank and 
charadler of the man, whom they would be likely 
to fix on as their Lieut efiant Coloml. But, lest there 
should be any doubt as to this last point, I have a 
Colonel ready to exhibit. 

The reader has seen that I had the honour to be 
" enrolled in the 7th company of the 2d regiment 
" of the militia of the city of Philadelphia. ' My 
Colonel was the taylor of my clerks at whose recom- 
mendation he was promoted to be my taylor also, 
.As he kept no journeyman, he came to measure mt 
himself, upon which occasion I gave him a note, 
of which rlie following is a copy, and which he did 
not think it at all beneath him to carry open in his 
hand to my draper. 

" To Mr. Wagner, 
" SIR, 

" Please to let my Taylor, Colonel Scott, 
have 2 yards f of blue cloth, 1 yard I of Kersey- 
meer For breeches^ and I yard for waistcoat, with 

as 



A N ECDOTES. ' "^gj i 

as many buttons as he may want for the coatj and 
send a bill of the same to your 

'' Most humble, 

** And obedient servant, 

<* WM. cobbett;* 

*' Philadelphia, I5/A7 
Jum, 1798-" J 

I must, however, do poor Scott the justice to ob- 
serve, thatj though a whip- stitch, he was a man of 
most delicate honour^ of which he gave a singular 
proof. Having managed his matters so well as ta 
become insolvent, and being apprehensive that the 
cruel law, which iben existed, would compel him to 
go to jail for a few months, he went to the Governor, 
MiFPLiN, who was, ex officii, his commander in 
chief, and asked him, whether a short confinement 
in jail would injure bis honour as a soldier. *^ By no 
means," replied Mipplin, whoj was, for many 
years kept from similar durance, on a similar ac- 
count, by nothing but the circumstance of his be- 
ing Governor ! — And are there, can there be, 
Wretches mipudenc enough to extol republican go- 
\xrnments ? 



The prison of Pbihuhlphid^ which has been so 
much praised by BaissoT, Weld, and other su- 
perficial travel-writersj and which has been so much 
boasted of even by the Philadelphians themselves^ 
has always appeared to me to be a dangerous innova- 
tion upon the laws and customs of our forefathers. 
I have not time, at present, ro enter into a full exa- 
tnination of the evils resulting from this invention 
of "the henevoleni Howard;" but, there is one 
anecdote that I must record in the following ex- 
E b 2 tracts. 
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tracts, which are taken from a narrative, published 
in the city of Philadelphia, in 1799> by one Pa- 
trick Lyon, a Scotsman, who was imprisoned for 
several months, on suspicion of having robbed the 
Bank of Pennsylvania, but who was honourably ac- 
quitted of the charge, the crime having been com- 
mitted by an acquaintance of the Cashier's, which 
acquaintance, upon refunding the money, was suf- 
fered to escape' without even an hour^ imprison- 
ment ! ! ! 

liYON came forward with a complaint against 
those, who had so barbarously treated him, and, in 
the course of his complaint, he takes occasion to 
reveal the " secrets of the prison- house." His state- 
ment has never been contradicted, and is, most cer- 
tainly, corredl. 

" There is not, (if a man may he permitted to 
speak his opinion), a better school for villainy^ than 
the convict yard of Philadelphia prison. At this 
school 1 believe a prosecutor might make himself 
acquainted with more than he ought to be if he 
was a cdnstant visitor there. It is customary in 
every room when the prisoners are locked up at 
night, to have a bucket; and the rule is, whoever 
makes use of the bucket first, must carry it down 
in the morning : it happened one night, that the 
bucket had been used by some of the prisoners ; 
but by whom, it was not exactly known ; however 
to end all disputes, the Bible was got, and ^ery ofie 
in that room swore^ he did not use the bucket that 
night. This is^ a specimen of what an ingenious 
criniinator might effect amongst such a set of wor- 
thy disciples, especially if he carried the means of 
feeing with him ; and a just specimen of what you 
will find in Philadelphia prison. But this kind of 
false swearing was not confined to. the prison ; but 
others (their; accomplices out of doors, true bro- 
thers 
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thers in iniquity, endeavoured to cffcA the pur- 
pose.* 

*' I have related the nature of the Philadelphia 
prison in several parts, of this work j the advocates 
of which, cannot believe that such treatment is ex- 
ercised on the prisoners, in any part of the prison ; 
but these people that will not believe that the Phila- 
delphia prison is as bad as any other prison, that is to 
be read of, nny only wish is, that they may have a 
fair and speedy trial of it : it is impossible, say 
these unbelieving advocates, that any man can be 
iweNi-y-four hours ^mibout a morseL When it can 
be proved, that a prisoner some time back, was 
starved and djsjj^nred l^y the rats i^ and I suppose 
those advocates cannot deny that a keeper can at 
pleasure take tjie unfurlunate women out of the west 
w'mg^ and keep them in the ^ells — -for ^ha4 purpose I 
suppose may be easily guessed at, ^ A man taken to 



* He alludes here lo an atlempt that was made to procure 
fake witiiesii against him. 

f This is a well -known fact, ihon^li nn Qne btil Lyon ever had 
the courage 10 suuc it In print. Thr man wa^* cimmiiited la 
jail on a charge of a-isaiilt and bailer)', bmughi bj bii wijh 
The offence was bailable, but the man wa^ rrfuseji UbcTty ro 
look for bail. W ben in prison^ he certain! j^ u ugh t not To have 
been shut up In the cells, provided for convicts t but this was 
done, and when after having been lefr«ieveral d;ip wiihoutfood, 
he was found dead, ^nd gnjiocd by the rats^ I he excuse af the 
keeper was, tbat he had forgothn hm !! f This excuiiejinwt^ver, 
was, it seems, admitted a$ sufficietji j for the keeper utverwas 
either puniahed or tried for ihe otfenre, nor was he t-ven dia- 
nMB?^ed from bis placc^' — So much for Howard and humanity I 

§ This shameful fact was comciiuuicatfd to me, in ihp Ai?- 
tnmn of 17yS, by a periion, who had been a wilness of ihe 
trutliofit, and who aigntd his name lo the communicanor^. 
He tiamed parucular women, some married itUts, who hnd not 
only been rendered subyervik!nt to die luiU of I he keepers, but 
had become pregnautj and had submitted, in isome instaoces, 
to the use of mcaas for procuring abortions \ — Htmardzwd tu- 
mmiity again t 

B b 3 ■ "iiJt. 
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the cells for God knows what, sometimes at the ra* 
quest of his prosecutor, or persecutor, I cantipt say 
which ; and kept several months on half a pound of ^ 
■ bread, and a quart of water every twenty-four hours, 
f until he is so weak that he has been known (q gnaw 
the phis fer from fie zvaUs^ and could not stand fo .1 
evaamte bis urine. After such a reduction, the un- 
fortunate and sometimes innocent vi6liai> is con- 
ducted to the sick room and breathes his last : and 
jf it is asked what he or they died of, it is answered 
(sotnetimes) of an inflammation of the bowels, or 
a consumption, or any thing but ifie real thing. I 
say no prisoner has a right to be put to the fclls by 
the orders of the prosecutorj or persecutors, to extort 
any thing from him^ or to satisfy their savage bar- 
barity ; why rail at the rack or the inquisitron, if 
similar methods are pursued, to extort by means of 
forcej the frantic exclamations of suffering fnno- 
cencej for the purposes of self-condemnaiion ? J 
only mention these things, to let n\y fellow-dti~ 
%€ns know a little of the two much boasted of Phi- 
ladelphia prison ; and as this is but a small speci- 
men, I shall likely take more particular notice of 
many things in a publication I may think proper to 
I make hereafter," 

^H From a series of letters and other documents, 

^p published by authority of the Court of Chancery 

B of the state of New York, it appears, that Jon a- 

■ THAN Dayton, who was, in 1796, Speaker of 

■ the House of Representatives of the United States, 
I . had, at that time, set on foot an extensive land-jiob- 
I bing speculation, and that he made every exertion to 

■ pass a law, which law ivas mkulated to remkr bis 
H speculation profitable ! It further appears, that this 
I speaker, gave his vote in favour of the British 

■ Treaty, and used all his endeavours to induce 



ANECDOTES. : 375 

others to do the same, because the ratification of 
that treaty, by fixing the boundaries of the States, 
and other jcircumstanees attending it, would inevi- 
tably give additional value to the back lands, which 
he had speculated in ! — His condudl was inexpli- 
cable at the rime. It is now no longer so. — Sfch 
are republican speakers; such are " representatives 
" of the sovereign people T 



The following article is taken from the Philadel- 
phia Aurora of September, 1800. This Aurora is 
a democratic paper ; but facts are facts, let them 
be recorded wher^ they may. 

^^ Mr. Kittera had some reason to dislike demo- 
cracy, he was indebted to some democrats to a 
considerable amount ; a bankrupt lazv was passed 
at the last session of Congress, wherein it was de- 
clared to be meant to comprehend persons in trade 
only — Mr. Kittera is an Attorney by profession, we 
did not know before that it \yas a trade. 

" Mr. Kittera, as a member of Congress, voted 
for this law. 

" Mr. Kittera has taken the benefit of this law as 
a trader. 

" This is genuine Daytonism, for Mr. Kittera has 
paid his debts by a law of his own making. Who 
would not support such men and their friends? 

" Mr. Kittera has very complacently notified 
some citizens of Philadelphia, of his having taken 
the benefit of the Bankrupt /jaw^ is it surprising 
that he should be a supporter of those who have 
withheld the public monies, who have betrayed 
their trust, of those who have broken oaths, and 
applied the money of their clients to their private 
use ? Is it surprising that he should be the friend of 
Dayton and Harper." 

Bb4 Wlen. 
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When I hear the advocates for " humanity* ex* 

claim againsr the English system of imprisonment for 
debt^ I look back to that country, where imprison* 
pent for debt has been nearly done away. In Penn- 
sylvania, in particular, the law has been continually 
amdiorai'mg, as it is called, and the consequence has 
been precisely such as the most dishonest and inhuman 
wretch could wish for. Till the year, 1799, an in- 
solvent debtor was liable tq be imprisoned a few 
months. The law required him to send a notice to 
each of his creditors of his haying petitioned the 
Judges to grant him, at their ensuing sessions, the 
benefit of the insolvent actj which they were obliged 
to grant, unites fraud could be proved against him; 
and thus was he at once set free from the claims of 
all his creditors for ever. But^ it was found, that 
ejren these trifling checks on dishonesty were too 
troublesome, A debtor frequently forgot to send 
the notice to a part of his creditors, or his notes and 
bonds had been transferred into the hands of a 
third, fourth, or fifth person; so that, not being 
able to give his notices to alt those who had claims 
on him, the persons not notified of his intention 
had still their remedy against him. To prevent 
this embarrassment, a law was passed to make an 
advej-tisemcnt in the newspapers a legal notice to alt 
the creditors of a petitioner* I here insert a copy 
of one of these notices, 

" To she Creditors of Afessrs. Bates and Darky. 

'' Notice is hereby given, That 1 have applied to 
the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, for the benefit of 
the insolvent a6t of Assembly, passed in April last, 
and they have appointed the 27th instant at the 

State 
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State House, in the city of PliiUdelpliiaj to hear 
me and my creditors, when and where wy said cre- 
ditors are requested. to attend. 

"WM.DARLEY;'* 

Sometimes^ for economy's sake, several debtors 
clubbed for the expenses of an advertisement, as 
for example : 

To the Creditors of the Suhscrihers, 

** Please to take notice, that we have applied to 
the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, for the 
benefit of an act of assembly, passed the 4Th day of 
April last ; and they have appointed Thursday the 
^_ 1i7th inst. to hear us and our creditorsj in tiic city 
^B of Philadelphia, at fuch place where the court may 
^R be beldj and where you may attend, if you plea^^e* 

K PATRICK CAVANAUGIL 

^_ JAMES DOUGHERTY, 

^^K PETER G. ROSE. 

^^m JOHN GREENE.^ 

^^B LEWIS DE GRAF P. 

^^m JAMES M^CALLEY. 

^^V RICHARD STOKES, 
^P ''Dec. 6. i?9S;* 



* The insertion of this notice furnishes me with an oppor- 
tunity of relating an anecdote of anoUier ktiid.^ — Bates and 
Darley were two of those play aqtors/well known tax the £jig-, 
lish srage, who went over to America io ma h their for iums f 
They wtut to jail on this occasioOi as was ihe usujI cusiantj, tilt 
the court met 1 hot* in the mean time, BaUi was Irfqtientiy 
hf might out of jiiii (as FmUi^ had bf;en before) to act on tkii liat^t i 
and he actually htid his pby-benefit during his confiu<fnirnt, 
tor which h*^ very aptly and very inipadenily chose, " A X'mn 
tFay tfi pay Old Ddis,^' — Ihave eUcwliere stated, ibatthtifwopro- 
prietors and managersj Weignell and ReinaglEj paid off 
their debts with the same con vemeut sponge) and 1 have only 
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Thus the reader will perceive, that these men nor 
tified their intention to take the benefit of the inr 
solvent act, just twenty days before the court met, 
when, of course, they we're legally freed from the 
jail, and from the claims of all their debtors. Even 
this short confinement, however, was thought to be 
too great an abridgment of the Rights of Man, for 
which alledged reason the legislature passed a law- 
abolishing imprisonment for debt altogether; but 
the true reason for passiag this law was thought to, 
be the preventing bf Mifflin, the Governor, from 
going to jail, which he must have done, at the ex- 
piration of his term of office, if this law had not 
been passed ! — Was there ever such an abominable 
state of things ! 

That the reader may be enabled to form some 
calculation of the numbers of persons, who availed 
themselves of the means, which the laws gave them 
for cheating their creditors, I here subjoin a list, 
taken from one single newspaper, published in Phi- 
ladelphia : Claypole's American Advertiser - of the 
3 1st of March, 1800. 

Notice to Creditors. 

Uzzicl Oliphant James Murtaugh 

Samuel Fisher George Daly 

Horatio Oliphant Priscilla Gorden 

David Shute James Shephard 

Thomas Condie William Jack 

Daniel Fiss William Relf 

Henry M'Henly Charles Miller 



to add, that, precisely at the time, that these transactions were 
going on, the True Briton (a London paper) gave a high 
wrought picture of the Jiuumb'ing state of the stage and of the 
players in America, stating, in particular, that Bates and Darley 
were getting rich I — N. B. IVignell and Reinagle and Bates and 
Darley applied their sponge to a decent sura due to me, 

Alex. 
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John Alexander 
James J. D^nooit 
William Yard 
Matthew Adam 
James Steele 
Daniel Cole 
Robert Carr 
James West 
Francis Thimbrook 
PhHip Ohler 
James HafFey 
Edward Wells 
John Nelson 
Thomas Brasington 
Richard Winter 
James Wilkin 
William Brower 
Edward Lucas 
Joseph Ashbridge 
Robert J. Heath 



Charles Fleming,' " 
Abraham Greenwood 
Michael Capper 
Elizabeth Eustas 
Margaret Leonard 
Peter Deisher 
Charles Dilworth 
Margaret Benner 
John Lassalle 
Samuel Richardet 
John Testart 
Hermon Bake 
Marti non Boulogne 
Thomas Steele 
Benjamin Nones 
John Mearns 
W. R. M'Crea 
Joseph Bates 
Gilbert Stuart 



The reader will please to observe, that this was 
only a quarterly list, for the city and county of Phi- 
ladelphia only! The court sits four times a year, and 
at every sitting it brings fonvard such a list as this, 
which has not been chosen for its extraordmary 
numbers, but was the first that I happened to lay 
my hand on. 

In order to prevent the effe<ft of the provision, 
whtch the law makes against frauds these swindling 
debtors generally transfer their property to their 
friends or relations, previous to the meeting of the 
court, which property is afterwards received back 
again. In some instances, however, these friends, 
or relations, think proper to keep the property thus 
fraudently transferred, and I remember more than 
one instance, in which a quarrel between the rogues 
has caused honest men to recover their due. &^\^ 
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generally speaking, the bustoess is managed with so 
much art, that, ninety^nine times out of a hun- 
dred, the fraud remains Lindete<l:ted, and the ere* 
ditor$are cheated by the unprincipled debtor, who 
laughs at their anger and their ruin, and who fre- 
quently drives hjs gig^ in splendour and triumph, 
through the strcctSj the very next day after he lias 
sworn himself a pauperl^The consequences are 
such as may naturally be expefted to flow from such 
causes : general dishonesty and universal distrust* 



1 <f\ ^B 



In 1794 the proceedings of the court at * ♦ * 

were interrupted for four days on account of the 
chief justice's having a Mark eye^ giving hiai by 
his w^ife. I had this anecdote from Joe Thomas, 
and several other persons confirmed the fatftj which 
was, indeed notorious. 



At * * * the chief judge was so drunk, that, 
liaving occasion to retire for a little while, he was 
led from the bench by two constables, who sup- 
ported him all the time, and afterwards led him 
Ijack to his seat. — I had this from a gentleman, 
who wasa witness of the scene, and on whoac ve- 
racity I would stake my life. 



In the year 1795, a Mrs, ***#**j whose hus- 
band was a Judge, married, actually married, a 
hostler in Philadelphia. His honour the jodge, 
who had taken up with another woman, and who 
had totally neglefl:ed iiis wife and one of his chil- 
dren, came to Pliiladelphia, on a visit, in 1798, 
when, having little to do, he stepped intojailfora 
few weeks, and took ike benefit of th^ imoheiU acL 
Jnjail he found the other husband of his wife, en- 

g^agcd 
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gaged in a similar amusement and they aAually 
both came before the courf, and were white-washed 
together! Tht Jmige^ during the winter of 1800. 
happened one day, to be a speftator in the lobby 
of the senate of the United States, where he was 
so taken with the venerable appearance of the sen a* 
tors^ and felt such an irresistible desire to resemble . 
them, that he slole mie of their cloaks^ which was 
taken from his back the next Sunday^ just as he 
came out of a presbyrerian mceting-honsejat which 
the senator, whom he had robbed, tinforrunatcly,, 
chanced to make one of the congregation* — These 
fadlSj horrid as th^y may seem, are notorious. 



On Sheriffs y I could write a long chapter, but I 
have not room* They are, in most of the States, 
^hosm by rh^ peoples and from the mode of their 
appointment^ as well as every other circumstance, 
they necessarily become ike tools of faBhn, Sheriff 
Will twice took tlie benefit of the insolvent a6t, 
during his shrievalty j Proctek did the same thing 
once, during his shrievahy. Thomas, the law- 
yer, one day shewed mc the list of a jury, who 
were to try a cause, in which he was concerned. 
^^ Who do you think picked that jury ?*' said he, 
" I do not know/' said 1, ''Why?" replied he, 
" h was ir — It is notorious, that juries are thus 
packed, and that fraud and tadlion have poisoned 
the current of justice to the very fountain head. 



I shall now, not for want of more matter, but 
for want of more time and room, wind up this 
string of anecdotes with some account of Judge 
Bratkenbriiige^ who is, at this time (May, I6UI) 
one of the justices of the supreme court of Penn- 
sylvania^ and who has, of course, an authority ii- 
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milar, and almost equal in the extent of fts influ- 
ence, to that of the justices of the King's Benchj 
in England, 

This lirackenridge was formerly a presbyterian 
minister, and preached his trial sermon^ as they 
call ir^ in Arcli-sfreet Meeting-house, in the city 
of Philadelpliia. He went to reside in the back 
counties ot Pennsylvania, where he quitted the 
pulpit for the bar, and where, in thf! year J7g4^ 
he a6led a conspicuous part rn the whiskey insar- 
rciliont which cost the United States a million and 
a half of dollars to quell it* 

Not having availed himself of the conditional 
amnesty^ offered to the insurgents by General 
Washington, he was liable to be tried and hanged 
for hisoffence. He was brought down to Phila- 
delphia, but, on condition of his becoming States' 
evidence against some of his accompli ces^ his par- 
tlon was promised him^ and he was even suffered to 
remain at large in the city, where tjie trials were 
held. He afterwards published a narrative of his 
conduct, in which he gives the following descrip- 
tion of his situation, while in Philadelphia* 

" I was in the city some days bctbre the session 
'^ of the court; and had found private lodgings, 
" Bur rlie mistress of the house, who was a widow 
*' lady, understanding who I was, expressed great 
*^ uneasiness. She took it for granted that 1 was to 
" stand trial J and did not like fha idea of having a 
" man hanged oui of tie family. I prevailed upon 
'^ her to suffer me to remain at leasts until I was 
'^ about to be put on my trial, 

*' Under the predicament in vvhich I was^ I did 
'* not think it prudent to attend the theatre, or to 
*^ go to places of public resort. It would subjedl 
" myself to the indignity of looks, if not words. 
" I attempted to amuse myself a little in the shops 
'* of booksellers; but even these were shy of me*" 

In 
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In the autumn of 17g9j M*Kean was elected 
Governor of Pennsylvania, in the room of MtF- 
FLiN. As he succeeded one so much like himself, 
so he was resolved to have a ivorthy successor on 
the bench^ and, accordinglyj he appointed Brack- 
enridge to be a Judge of the Supreme Court* 

For me to attempt to describe the character of 
this man would be a vain effort- It is absolutely 
impossible for any one to do justice to the picture : 
some idea of it may, however, be formed from the 
following article, which is faithfully copied from. 
Mr, Wayne's paper, the Gazette of the Uni- 
ted States, published at Philadelphia on the I'ith 
of December, 1800. It will be seen, that Mr*. 
Wayne took the article from a paper published at 
Pittsburghj the place near which the scene of ac- 
tion lay. 

" From the Pittsburgh Gazette. 

'' An Account of the late Mad CircuH <?/ JUDGE 

BRACKENRIDGE ihrongh Washington Counij. 

" IN July last Mr. Brackenridgc desirous of dis- 
playing his new dignity of Judge among his old ac- 
quaintances, came over to Washington dressed with 
unusual neatness. Finding that no decent person 
of the place called to sec him, he walked through 
the town, accosted the people with studied courtesy 
as he passed the streets, in some instances advanced 
to the door of his former friends, but was received 
with marked coolness, and although not direct!)^ 
insuiredj yet he found himself so much detested^ 
that with all his insinuating civilities no person in- 
vited him into his house. Mortifitd Dcyond mea- 
sure at this treatment, he returned to his tavern, 
called for brandy to cure his vexation^ and after^ 
drinking hastily an unusual portion of that fiery li- 
quor he rode away to Cannonsburgh. 
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" Although evidently inroxi cared when he alight- 
ed there, yet he went on drinking whiskey to great 
excess, and abusing the geiidemen of W^asliington, 
Sometimes he pretended to be asleep in his chair, 
and suddenly would start up with some incoherent 
exclamation, and rhen take another drink. After a 
while he said he had a fcver^ proceeding lo strip 
himself naked, took a sheet and hung it over his 
shoulders^ and walked before the door thus ex- 
posed* This soon collected a multitude of boys, 
to whom he addressed many pleasant things, aftcct- 
ing to talk and act like one of themselves— Pre- 
sently he ordered water to be carried to the stable, 
and compelled a blacksmith's boy to throw several 
buckets of cold water upon him> The other boys, 
and even men, gathered round the stable, and di- 
verted themseh^es with the whimsical figure of a 
naked Judge upon all fours among the horses, un- 
dergoing the operation of washing and rubbing. 
One lad said that he ought to be drenched also — 
others said he was already drenched with whiskey. 
The merriment of these fellows offended the Judge- 
He ordered them away : — they refused to go, — He 
threatened to commit them ; said he was a Judge of 
tjie Supreme Court: — and assured the blacksmith*s 
boy that he would do something clever for him if 
he would stay by him, and try to prevail with the 
other boys to go home. Returning from the stable 
wrapped in the sheet he took more whiskey, and at 
^^ intervals put on his clothes again. 
^H " Although altogether unfit for travelling he re* 

^^ solved to set out for Pittsburgh, and with difficulty 

■ got upon his horse. By this time all Cannonsbnrgh 

■ had learned that the Judge was either drunk, or 

■ mad, or both, and there was a general laugh as he 
I passed. Near the end of the village he saw several 
I men together with sickles in their hands. Fancy- 

■ ing them to be enemies he damned them to clear the 
^^ road 
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road for a Judge of theSupreme Court; then clapping 
spurs to his horse he raised a frightfLil wlir-hoop, and| 
dashing through the midst of ihem^ went off an 
full speed yelling wildly as he went, while thel 
peaceable reapers stood in the utmost consternation^ [ 
— He was so far overpowered with drink^ that ho] 
immediately lost the main road, and went off aj 
great distance towards Miller's Run* His horse wafi 
nearly exhausted on his arrival at Mr, Agas^ where/ 
he dismountedj came into the house, asked fofj 
whiskey, pulled off his outside clothes, and began I 
to draw his shirt from his bieeches. The womeaj 
fled thinking him mad. The men of the hous«! 
were reaping in the field. He commanded an old 
sick man to go with him to the spring where six- 
teen buckets of water were thrown upon him. Then 
he ordered a tin of whiskey and another tin of milk^ j 
mixed them together, and drank off the whole,! 
Told the old man he was a Judge of the Supreme^ 
Court, Threw himself upon a bed where he re- 
mained till next morning. 

" Finding himself out of the road, he enquired 
for Pittsburgh, and proceeded some distance on 
that rout; but afterwards mistaking his course, he 
turned towards Cannons burgh. The burning sunj 
awaked the un perspired whiskey of tlie preceding] 
day, and brought back his fatal delirium, Ashe! 
travelled on, people observed his frantic gestures] 
and heard his incoherent ejacalatinns. At length] 
he overtook a boy on his way to fetch water for 
reapers in a neighbouring harvest field. He com- 
manded, the affrighted boy on the peril of his lil'e 
to shew him the spring. There he stripped and-j 
laid himself over a targe log. The boy pourcdT 
more than twenty buckets of water upon him, while 
the Judge was cursing and damning him all the 
time — The boy was so agitated that he did not ob- 

voh. IX. c c setve 
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serve the shirt of the Judge, and trod great part of 
it into the mire as he passed between the spring and 
the log. — When the judge arose, his shirt was 
scarcely visible and utterly unfit to put on. The 
boy fled. The judge had no other shirt, and was, 
therefore, compelled to seek the house, and there 
lie in bed till his shirt was washed and dried. While 
this process was going on, he drank plentifully of 
whiskey and milk; told the women of the house 
that he was a judge of the supreme court, higher 
in rank than Mr. Addison — that he would have Ad- 
dison turned out, and most of the justices in the 
neighbourhood broke because they were enemies of 
Governor M'Kean. 

*^ At length the shift being ready, he prepared 
to leave the house ; but when offering to pay for 
the trouble he had occasioned, his money was lost. 
Here a new scene of cursing and swearing ensued, 
until one of the ^ children searching at the spring 
found the money where his clothes had been thrown 
off. 

" All these things being settled, the judge started 
for Pittsburgh, and on his way stopped at the 
tavern of Mr. Hamilton in Noblesburgh, to re- 
fresh himself. Here hea6led over again his usual 
extravagances. Stripped himself, put on a woman's 
gown, and ordered the landlord to lead bim to water. 
The landlord did not understand him. The judge 
flew into a passion, damning and swearing dread- 
fully. The landlord was obliged to carry a vessel 
to the spring, and throw water upon him for more 
than a quarter of an hour. The whole village was 
convinced that the judge was out of his senses. 
Returning to the house with the gown upon him, 
he ordered egg-nogg to be made; upon tasting it, 
he swore and damned so horribly, that the whole 
family were terrified at his profaneness ; and all this, 

merely 



ANECDOTES 387 

merely because the egg-nogg had ttot whiskey 
enough in it. He threatened 4o Codiaiit the tavcm 
keeper and take away his license, bccaus^ he did 
not keep accommodations proper for gjbntlemen* 
Seeing a sick child in the fartiily, he told the mother 
that it would die in a few hours, unless ^he gave it 
raw bacon. Swore that nothing else Would cure 
it. After much more wild frantic folly, he remount- 
ed and departed for Pittsburgh, where it is said he 
continued drunk for several days, under circumstan- 
ces very aggravated and distressing; but they are 
not so well known to the writer as to be particu- 
larly specified. 

"The foregoing narrative would seem almost in- 
credible to any person unacquainted with Mr. 
Bracken ridge> yet it can be proved by the oaths of 
many witnesses. His cursing and swearir»g were 
shocking beyond any thing ever heard before. A 
person at Noblesburgh is willing to make oath that 
the judge d—d the landlord fifteen times while he 
was getting whiskey to make the egg-nogg stronger. 
When these things are done by a magistrate high 
in office, we cannot expect reformation or pu- 
nishment of the profane and dissolute among us. 
Office IS degraded, religion dishonoured, and sober 
virtue wounded, by such outrageous behaviour in 
a Judge. Wise men will see all the mischiefs 
which must follow the mad career of such an of- 
ficer in the society, and good men will every 
where lament the affliction and misfortune which 
has befallen the state by the appointment of a 
man useless in point of industry and sense, 
and noxious beyond all calculations by his ex- 
ample." 

Observe, English reader, observe, that these arc 

not the wordt) of Petru^ Porcupine, but of the 

c c 2 Am«- 
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Americans themselyes. What can be urged against 
&cts like these ? When any one has the assurance 
to speak in defence ot republican government^ let 
these facts be presented to hkn, and, if he he not 
lost to every sense of shame, he will ever after be 
dumb. 
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kJF the misahiefs which American independence] 
has produced in the worlds that of seducing tliou- 
sands upon thousands of ignorant Europeans from 
their homes, to die with hunger and sickness, in 
the woods and swamps of t]ie United State s^ is 
not the least, I could fill a volume with the names 
of the miserable wretches who have been thus 
ruined in the space of a very few months. I could 
relate facts that would astonisli any European ; but, 
aware of the prejudices that every thing a roi/ahal 
can assert will have to encounter, I shall, on this, 
as on most other subjects j appeal to the republi- 
cans for evidence. Without further preface^ I 
shall, therefore, insert, entire, a Charity Sermon, 
for the benefit of Poor Emigrants, preached, ** or 
*' rather prated,'* by Dr. Joseph Friestlf.y, in 
the University Hall in Philadelphia (all the Clergy ^ 
of all denominations, having refused him admisi^ion 
into their pulpits), on the 9th of February, 1797- 

The bare circumstance of a charit]^ sermon 
having been preached for the benefit of peopic> 
who had left Europe for the avowed pui pose of 
c c :^ ^^^^ 
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going to a country, where they would find ease and 
plenty^ is no very weak evidence against those 
flowery tale^, which were, and which still are, 
made use of to inveigle the ignorant and discon- 
tented across the Atlantic. Another circumstance, 
which cannot possibly be misrepresented, might, 
one would think, serve as a complete refutation of 
thosp tales, to wit : The laws of several of the 
United States, require, that the captain and 
owners of vessels, in which emigrants arrive, shall 
enter into bonds for the payment of the expense 
of maintaining all such or the said emigrants as 
may become chargeable to any parish during the first 
year of their residence in America: a precaution, 
which, it must be obvious to every one, grew out 
of the necessity of the case, and was dictated by 
the heavy charges, which parishes were put to 
on account of the miseries of these misguided and 
unfortunate wretches. But, I like to make our 
enemies speak for themselves, and speak out too. 
Doctor Priestley enters into some detail of the 
blessings of emigration ; he is an emigrant himself, 
^nd speaks from experience. Let his countrymen, 
then, listen to him with patience. They will learn 
an useful lesson ; they will find, that a livelihood 
is no where to be obtained without labour, and 
that they are much more likely to acquire, compe-- 
tence and happiness by industry and contentment 
at horne, than by a voyage to a foreign country. 
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S E R M O N. 



Thou shalt not oppress a stranger ; for ye know 
file heart of a stranger. 

Exodus 23. 9, 

Love yCp therefore, the strangp\ For yc zpere 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 

Deuteronomy 10. 19. 



FROM these passages in the books of Moses, 
recommending to the Israelites the ca3e of strangers, 
as peculiarly entitled to their compassion and kind 
offices, since they had themselves been strangers ; 
permit me, who am myself a stranger aniong you, . 
to recommend to yom- favourable notice, and cha-^ 
ritable assistance, the various strangers, or emi- 
grants, from different parts of Europe, and the 
West India Islands, who are now crowding to the 
shores of America, 

In the scriptures, the case of the stranger fre- 
quently accompanies that of the fatherless and xoi- 
doxvy as being often equally destitute, and standing 
in equal need of assistance ; and therefore having 
a* natural claim upon those who have it in their 
power to give them assistance, though they sliould 
not have been in the same situation themselves. 
For all persons, who have the common feelings of 
men, may form an idea of distress, though they 
should not have felt one particular species of it 9 
and froni a principle of benevolence, natural to 

c c 4 ^jS^ 
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all men, may be moved to give relief- But they 
who themselves have had experience of distress^ and 
especially of distress of the same kind, may be 
expected to enter with more feeling into the case, 
from tlicir having a clearer idea of it^ and there- 
fore to afford a more prompt and effectual relief. 

Now all of you who now hear me^ may be ex- 
pected to have this sympathy for strangers, and emi- 
grants, in some degree ; since, if not yourselves, 
yet your tathers^ or not very remote ancestors, w^re 
also strangers, and not in a distant country^ as 
Egypt was with respect to the IsracHtes^ but in this 
very country in which we are now met We 
should, therefore, behave to one another, in this 
land in which we may all be said to be equally stran- 
gers, as brethren 5 brethren, not merely as par- 
taking of the same human nature^ but brethren 
in afRiction, difficulty and trials. And therefore 
those whOj by the favour of a kind providence, 
Have surmounted theif difficultieSj and now find 
themselves at their ease, with something more than 
is necessary for the supply of thi'ir own wants^ shoiilct 
remember those who are yet struggling with theirs^ 
and give out of what they can well spare to bini 
that needttk. 

This IS agreeable to the excellent plan of divine- 
providence, which has wisely appointed this life 
to be a state of discipline to us all, and which, 
with equal wisdom, makes the greatest u*se of men 
as the instruments of this discipline for the in^prove- 
ment of men* For this reason it is that some are 
rich, and others poor; some knowing, and others 
ignorant; some powerful, and others weak. Not 
that the Supreme Being, our common parent shews 
any partiality to one more than another, or distin- 
guishes any persons as his favourites, by this un- 
equal distribution of his gifts; but because the! 
^oodj and especially the moral good^ of the whole. 
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Trt|mres that there should be these distinctions. 
His design evidently is that these advantages should^ 
be more equally distributed by the parties them- 
selves, since that will have a better effect than if it 
had been done immediately byhimseltl 

The rich, therefore, reflecting on the wise in- 
tentions of providence, should not suppose that 
they have an absolute^ exclusive right to their sa- 
pertiuity; the wise should not be wise for them- 
selves alone, nor should the powerful protect them- 
selves only from insults and injuries. Our commonfl 
parent had far other and more extensive views in 
appointing this inequality. It was no less than to 
bind all the parts of the great whole more strict Iji 
together J to make the one more dependant upom 
the other ; and by an exchange of good offices-,'^ 
easy to some, and necessary to others, give 
scope to the increase of generosity on one side, of 
gratitude on the other, and of benevolence on both; 
thus to advance them in real dignity and excellence 
pf character, and tliercby bring them to a near 
l-esemblance to himself, the pattern of all perfec- 
tion and excellence, to him who is supremely, , 
and strictly speaking, alone good^ as being the 
source of all goodness, who is good to all] and 
whose tender inereies are over all his zoorks.' 

Had all men been equally well provided for, 
they would have been independent of one another^ . 
and of course unsocial and unfriendly, and there- 
fore miglit have been disposed to avoid, rather 
than to court, that society of which tliey stood in 
no need 3 and a spirit of envy and hatred, might 
have been the result. But the wants of some 
teach them humility, patience, and gratitude, ex- 
cellent moral qualities ^ and the sight of distress 
softens the heart, and excites to acts of kindness 
in others, which strengthens the principle of be- 
nevolence; and thus meliorates the dispositioti- 
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Consequently, the characters of both are im- 
proved, and it is not easy to say which is the more 
so, by this circumstance of inequality in the distri- 
bution of the gifts of providence. 

Let not the rich man make a boast of his cha- 
rity, as if he gave what he was under no obliga- 
tion to give. For, strictly speaking, it is a debt 
which he owes to the needy. Benevolence being 
the great law of our natures, and the happiness 
of all being the great object of the divine govern- 
ment, whatever it be that promotes this end, is 
the proper duty of all, according to their respec- 
tive abilities, to contribute to it ; and any person 
is guilty of a breach of trust who refrains' from 
doing- it. All the good that any man can do, he 
ought, to do. The Divine Being, our common pa- 
rent, expects it of him, as a member of his large 
family ; and if he judge the worid in righteousness, 
as he assuredly will, he will punish the person 
who does less than it was in his power to do, as 
having. neglected a duty that was incumbent on 
him. 

In whatever manner any person becomes pos- 
sessed of wealth, it is the gift of God, If it have 
accrued to him from superior ingenuity, or supe- 
rior indintry, that very superior ingenuity and 
spirit of activity, are alike the gift of God, who 
makes one man to differ, in these respects as well 
as others, from another man : so that, as the apos- 
tle says (1 Cor. 4. v. 7.) God may say to any man : 
What hast thou^ that thou hast not received ? and if . 
thou didst receive it^ ivhy dost thou glory ^ as if thou 
hadst not received it f Consequently, not to make 
that disposition of our wealth which the giver of 
it intended that we should, is to be guilty of ingra- 
titude to God, and real injustice to man. It is to 
act the part of an unfaithful steward. For in this 
liglit, ^nd no other, ou^ht we to consider ourselves 
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with respect to every thing that we have to sparcj 
alter the supply of our own vrants. 

Neitlier let the rich boast of their indepemiciice 
vv^ith respect to the poor. In fact, they are more 
dependant upon the poor than the poor are upon 
them ; and were all persons reduced to a level, 
every advantage of which they now boast would 
vanish. They must then labour for themselves, 
and do for themselves those menial offices which are 
now done for them by others, But^ happily for us J 
all, there is such a foundation laid in tlie course of 
nature and the order of providence, for that ine- 
quality in the conditions of men, which has so ex-' 
cellent an effect in binding us all together, in A 
making our connexion both necessary and mutually, 
advantageous, that no institutions ot man can des- 
troy it; though, as we are in du^ bound, we may 
lessen the evils that necessarily arise from it. 

Since then the rich^ who really wish to act tlie part 
that in strict duty they are bound to do, have only 
a choice to make of objects on whom to bestow 
their superfluity ; and there are many of them, so 
that some may apply themselves to the relief of one 
species of distress, and others of another, or of 
several in different degrees, according as their at- 
tention is attracted to them ; I only plead, on this 
occasion, that the poor emigrants are entitled to a 
share. Not that I wish to have a fund so open 
to them, as that they should have a claim upon it 
as a legal righL That circumstance, as we see in 
tlie case of the poor of England, would soon de- 
feat the very object of the charity* Tlie more 
poor of any kind you provide for in this way, the 
more you will create ; the more you may burden 
yourselves, and that without limit, and the more 
distress you will occasion in others. By this most 
injudicious system you would only encourage idle- 
iiess, improvidence, insolent;:?, and profligacy of 

every 
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every kind.* But let there be a fund provided, 
on which, though no person shall have a legal 

* Here the Doctor and 1 differ in opinion. The Engh'sh 
systefu of poor law is the best in the world ', the fairest for the 
giver, and the least degrading to the receiver. By this wise 
and humane system, those who possess the good things of 
this world, are compelled to assist those, who do not pos- 
sess them ; they are compelled to perform the " ohligation 
whicli," as the Doctor truly says, " they are under to- give j" 
they are compelled to pay " the deht^ which they owe to 
the needy." And, so wisely did our forefathers contrive this 
system, that the compuUion being general^ has in it nothing 
invidious on the one part, or humiliating on the other. The 
poor roan^ in England, is as secure from beggary as is the 
king upon the throne. The very worst that can befal him is to 
be obliged to make his distresses known to the pansh officers, to 
the beads of the great family of which he is a member, who 
are obliged, by law, to give him what he needs, ^hich he re- 
ceives, not as an alms, but as his legal due. No one is vested 
with inquisitorial powers over him j he comes not as a suppli- 
cant for mercy or compassion, and, therefore, he fears no re- 
fusal. His body may be wasted with want and infirmity, but 
his heart is not broken by degradation. It is somewhat strange 
to hear Doctor Priestley express his dislike to this system, because 
it encourages '• insolence" in the poor; him, who has discovered 
more indolence towards his superiors, than, perhaps, any man 
that ever existed. There is no good without its concomitant 
evil J and it may be, that a certain provision for the poor docs, 
in some instances, encourage idleness, improvidence, and inso-. 
lence ; but, how trifling is this evil, when weighed against the 
heart- cheering confidence vshich every man fee\3, that neither 
Mmself, nor the widow, or the orphans, that he may leave be- 
hind' him, can ever want for the necessaries of life, and can 
never be exposed to a precarious subsistence ? — To hear the 
Doctor railing against English poor laws, one would in;iagihe 
that there were no poor laws in ihe Uniied States j but, to the 
honour of those States be it spoken, tliey have poor laws upon 
the English plan. I, who have paid poor taxes in that coun- 
try, am able to speak with precision on the subject, and I can 
prove from my receipts, thai my poor rates, in the very town 
where the doctor was prating, were full as high as they are io 
London, in 1801. There are poor every wh^re. We read of 
the poor from one end of the Bible to the other. It is the lot 
of mankind to b^ subject to poverty, and, as far as relates to the 
poor, that is the best country where poverty produces the least 
sufifering of body and mind, and that country is Old England. 

claim 
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claim, yet from it persons of discretion may, as 
they shall see occasion, give temporary relief to 
such emigrants as really want it. 

Observe also, that I only say temporary relief, so 
as to put the poor emigrants in the way of relieving 
and providing for themselves ; and to do this\ 
some assistance may be absolutely necessary. It 
might not even be amiss to make the sums afforded 
them a debt which the institution might reclaim, 
if the parties relieved should afterwards, as it is 
hoped most of them will, be in a -condition to re- 
fund it, and also with interest, for the benefit of 
others. But that, in some way or other, mamj 
poor emigrant are entitled to assistance^ will appear 
to every person zvho shall consider tlieir situation. 

1. It may be depended upon that, in general, 
emigrants are of the more industrious class of people. 
For the enterprizingy as the emigrants, in some de- 
.gree must be, are chiefly of that character. The 
indolent^ as well as the timid, stay at home, content 
to starve, rather than make any attempt, that shall 
appear in the least degree hazardous, to better 
their condition* The xbeak and the sickly^ the 
aged and infirm^ however willing, cannot leave 
their country, and the friendi on whom they de- 
pend.f It is therefore probable that, with a little 



* This is not the first time that falsehood has found its way 
into a sermon of Doctor Priestley. Noj the industrious poor 
do generally stay at home, except, indeed, the cbcvaliers din- 
dustrie. The indolent will wander any where, in hopes of living 
without work, and, as they are told they can do this in America, 
they go tliithcr. The enterprizing poor, if we confine their en- 
tcrprize to Sedition and robbery, do, indeed, flock thither in 
^ great numbers^ 

t This is a valuable confession ; for, if the weak, the sickly, 
the aged, and the infirm, stay at home, the emigrants must, of 
coarse, consist of strong, healthy people ; yet even these, we 
•eCf stand in need of assistance from ciiarity sermons, when 

they 
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seasonable assistance, the poor emigrant, being 
disposed to industry, will soon -be in a condition to 
p7'ovi(lefor himself] an^ even to reimburse his be- 
nefactor. 

It may be said that persons must be very 
thoughtless and improvident, to leave their country, 
though ever so poor, v^^ithout a certainty of finding 
subsistence in another, and therefore that, on 
persons of so little foresight, money w^ill be thrown 
away. This, no doubt, may be the case. But 
many, and we may well suppose, the greater part, 
of the necessitous and helpless persons, whose 
cause I am pleading, vy^ere only misinformed with 
respect to the country to whichthey have emigrated; 
and it is by no means easy, especially to persons in 
their low situation, to procure good information. 

Those emigrants who had friends in this country, 
will of course find employment with them, or as- 
sistance from them, and these are no objects of the 
present charity. But even some of these find their 
Friends dead,, or removed, or on some other ac- 
count incapacitated to give them the assistance 
they had reason to expect. And many came xviilwiit 
airy friends at all, but zoith high expectations from 
such acconnts as zvere given them of this countnj ; as 
that they xwidd meet zoith no difficulty, that if they 
zve/t able and zvilling to labour, theij could not fail to 
find employment, and that all labour zvould be abun- 
dantly rexoarded.^ But many of these were manu* 



they reach the blessed shores of America, " tbt? land," as Paine 
calls it, " flowing with milk and honey/* — What falsehoods 
these impostors have propagated I 

* Very trtf^; but what nhall we say to the precious knaves, 
who gave the poor wretches this account ? and what sh;»ll be 
said to Doctor Priestley, who was one of ihem ? In J79O', 
he wrote a letter to England (sec page 252, and Vol. XI. page 
421), in which are these wordb: " Here we have no {Hior, nor 

•' is 
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facturers in their own country, and now find, to 
their great surprize, that their skill and industry 
are not wanted here, and can be of no service to 
them, and that there is no kind of labour, to 
which they have been accustomed, or to which 
they are equal, by which they can, at least can 
immediately, get a living. 

AL'o many emigrants have sxifjered extremely 
ditring the voyage. Tlicy are landed in a sickly con- 
dition ^ or soon become ^ckly by the change of climate y 
so that for a long time they are unable to do any thing 
at ally and they Jind expenses at inns and lodging 
houses much greater than they had any idea of; so 
that the little money they might bring xvith them is 
soon expended^ and they ^ are heft xoholly destitute. In 
this casCy if they meet with no relief from the chari- 
table and iccll disposed^ they must inevitably perish.* 

*' is there a family in luanl.** And this is the very country, 
where I am sure he paid poor taxes every quarter, and in the 
Ytry city, where there are always hve hundred poor constantly 
in ihe workhouse, and where as many more are constantly 
assisted at their houses! This letter I first saw in an English 
newspaper published at Leeds: and 1 have no doubt that it was 
the means of inveigling one thousand people to America. Such 
an aboininable disposition to mischief one would hardly believe 
could inhabit the human breast. 

* This pi6ture, which wants little heightening, is drawn by 
Doctor Pkiestley, though it has not yet been circtilated by 
Mr. Johnsoii of St. Paul's Church Yard. I will here re!.'??* 
what happened to an emigrant English family at Philadcipijia, 
which furnishes a striking instnnce. A bricklayer, mimed 
Masters, sold off his cow, his household goods, and some 
otlier litiie property, amounting in the whole to about one 
hundred pounds, !e<t hib home (a village in Kent), and went 
with his wife and ten children to Philadelphia, on board the 
sliip Belv'niht\ Capt. Reynolds. During the passage, his wife 
and several of the children were ill. They were cruelly treaied 
by the Ciptain, who would give ihem nothing but the ship 
provisions, and who, notwithstanding the weak condition of 
the females, kept them all penned up in a close and unwhole-^ 
some part of the vessel. The woman was even dangerously ill, 
and her husband besought the Captain to give him a little oat- 
meal 
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Whereas, with a little assistance and encourage- 
ment, which is often of more real use than n^oney, 

'they may soon recover their healthy strength, and 
s^pirits; and with proper advice with respect to the 
di&posal of thcmselveSj they niay^ in a short time, 
beconie useful citizenSp 



meal to fnake her some water- gruel, which the htiril-hearted 
republican basihaw refuscdt though he, rvtry day, W3^huii-his 
own vulgar visagt^and hands in oaimeal and water f By merclj 
chance, [)enc of ihcm died at sea» Arrivrd at Philadelphia," 
ihcy went on shore ; but, to the dirif and diseased state to 
which they were reduced, they were ihruslcd from every deor 
thty 31 tempted to enters The whole of the hundred pounds, 
the earnings of their lives^ had been paid to the Captain for 
their passage to " the land fiowing with niilfc and honey." 
Thus penny I es!? and skk, they dragged their raiser able carcasafs 
oiU to the hnis upon the commonSj mbabiied by negroes, 
where, Biter many vain solicitations, they obtained perraission 
of a negro woman, to sleep upon her earthen floor for one 
night, Lticidly for them a journeyroanj who worked for a a 
English master, liappened to go by, and to be informed of their 
situation, which he made known to hi a master (he next morn- 
ing* This master, who was an intimate friend of mine, im- 
mediately repaired to the spot. He found them all sick, and 
starving. He immediately took a small house, and had themi 
removed lo it. The trustees of the Infirmary sent a doftor to 
attend them. My friend set on foot a subF^criptbo. The St, 
Georges ^'^odeLy contributed a considerable sum; and the 
Captain of the ve>sel^ seeing the poor creatures had fonnd 
friendrt, thoug-ht it prudent to pay thirty dollars to save hlm&elf 
from ;i prosecution for hts cruelty, if I recoiled right, three 
nf the children died, and I .^aw the man and several of the 
childrtn sick n\ bed some weeks after their arrival. It was 
by mrre at-uident, that any part of this family was preserved 
from death. Not that the Pliiladelpbians are wanting in a6ts 
ot humtiniiy ^ on the contrary, they are very humane j but, h 
■Wat* not their duly to maintain these interlopers* and had it been 
so, the people %vould [lave bceo de^d befiirc any parish-officer 
would have hrard of their situation. What punishment can be 
too severe for him, wlio can coully set aboDt exposing people to 
misrry like this? Ofallhumiin briings, the most wicked and 
detcrvinble m^ ihe land-jobbcri of America and their agents in 
EiigUud, 

For» 
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For, I would observe, thftt the benefit of this 
institution is not coiitined to giving pecuniary 
assistance to emigrants. Advice how to dis- 
pose of themselves to the most advantage, di- 
rections to cheap places of accommodation^ some 
care to see that they are not imposed upon, and 
especially directions where to find employment, 
are often of much more use to them tha'n money. 
And the persons who give their attention to the 
business of this institution are particularly assiduous 
in this respect ; and by this means contribute more 
to its real utility than those who only give money . 
Few persons, however, are qualified to serve the 
institution in this way. They can only give mo- 
ney. But this money, in the hands of persons who 
can give their time, and employ their knowledge 
of the country to this purpose, will be of unspeak- 
ably more use, than if it had been given by them- 
selves as mere charity. For this, w ithout putting 
the poor emigrant in the way of providing ror him- 
self, would socn be expended ; and tlien he would 
be as destitute as ever. And if there w^s no public 
institution to which he could have recourse, con- 
ducted by persons qualified to give him the best 
advice, he would be reduced to the necessity of 
begging from door to door, and thereby become a, 
nuisance, instead of a benefit, to society. 

Hence then we see the use of sl public institution^ 
which being generally known, necessitous emi- 
grants will of course be directed to it ; and thus 
none of their time will be lost> or their money 
needlessly expended;^ But no institution of this 
kind can be supported without funds> as well as 
proper officers; and therefore this institution, the 
utility of which is so apparent, has aju>t cJiaim to 

^ The Emigration Saciefy is here iiieauL A set of sharpers, 
employed by ihe laad-jobbers. 

VOL, IX, D d thQ 
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the benefactions of those who wish to employ what 
they can spare to the most advantage, for tiie ser- 
vice of their fellow creatures. 

2. The present calamitous and oppressed state 
of Europe should more particularly draw the kind 
attention of the inhabitants of this country to the 
emigrants from that part of the world. Europe is 
not only overburdened with poor, but oppressed 
with servitude ; so that the poor are not only un- 
able to subsist by their labour, but lie under great 
restrictions with respect to civil and religious liberty. 
They are even, in a great measure, deprived of 
the satisfaction of expressing their feelingSy of mak-^ 
ing complaintSy or (tpplijing for redress of their 
grievances, "^ 

Many persons of better condition in those coujitries, 
especially in Great Britain and Ireland^ unable to 
bear the encroachments that are continually making 
on their liberties ^ civil and religious , and despairing 
of doing any good by any exertions of their Sy are noxv 
corning hither ^ bringing with theni very considerable 
capitals^ by zvhich this country is enriched.^ In 
consequence of the purchases that foreigners of 
various descriptions, and especially those of this 



* How faUtf this is all the world knows ; but, methinks, the 
Podtor might have been silent upon the restridions on relig'mis 
liberty, at a time when he was kept out of every pulpit in 
Philadelphia, not excepting those of the Baptists, and the 
Muggletonians, apd wh^n the Emigration Society were obliged 
to hire for him the room in which he was then prating, which 
was, however let to them upon the express condition, that he 
should not inculcate his //^i5/;Va/ doctrine. To this hour he has 
never been able to get a meeting-house in America. His con- 
gregation at Northumberland consists of half a dozen Negroes, 
himself, and factiily. — What a satire on the inhabitants of 
Hackney \ 

f The Do6tor alludes here to the son of Mr. Ersrinb, and 
others of the same stamp. These men " despair of doing any 
*' good here" May th«ir despair end but with their lives I 

class^ 
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class, who have the greatest confidence in this 
government, are making, the price of your lands 
is daily rising, and your labourers and artisans are 
getting higher wages. This circumstance adding 
much to the wealth of the country in general, you 
are better able, out of the emolument accruing to 
yourselves from European persecution, to assist 
those who are distressed in consequence of it. 
The poor emigrant, therefore, in fact, only asks 
of you some part of that which you have gained by 
his more opulent brethren, lliese more opulent 
emigrants will, no doubt, exert themselves in be- 
half of their distressed countrymen.; but it is not 
reasonable f hat the whole of the burden should lie 
upon themw Many of them suffer considerably in 
their fortunes by the disadvantageous sale of their 
property in Europe, and the greater expense 

AT WHICH THEY ARE OBLIGED TO LIVE HERE.* 

Let those, then, whose ancestors, if not them- 
selves, were driven from Europe, by the same 
spirit of persecution which still prevails there, feel 
for those who are now in a similar situation ; 
though it must be acknowledged, and with grati- 
tude, that they now come with much better pros- 
pects. America is not at this day, as it \v^as then, 
an . inhospitable desert, or inhabited only by sa- 
vages, at whose mercy they were, and of whom 
they consequently lived in continual dread ; finding 
there nothing but that liberty which they wanted 
at home, but destitute of ev6ry thing else. But 
even then the natives of this country, before their 
jealousy was excited, and their passions inflamed, 
by the improper conduct of Europeans, afforded 



* Mark this well. This is a proof of the cheap living, which 
so many discontented fools go to America to find. Lei tbeoi, 
go. Let the winter freeze them, and the summer thaw them, 
and the sua <' draw their honours reeking up to Heaven." 

p d 2 much 
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much relief to some of the first settlers, and be- 
haved to them with great khidness. America is 
now, to a great degree, peopled by Europeans, 
who have formed an excellent constitution of free 
government^ having leamedy by the example of the 
governments of Enrojyey what to aim at^ and zvhat to 
avoid y in their own institutions^ and they are flourish- 
ing in all respects to a degree that was never knoivn 
in any part of the world before.^ 

For this you are indebted to a good providence, 
seconding your virtuous and strenuous endeavours, 
in your late hard but successful struggle for liberty. 
Receive, then, with open arms, those who, at a 
distance, wei'e praying for your success, and in 
various ways, though not .by fighting, contributing 
to ity znAfor zchich they now suffer, ror the crime 
of icishing zcell to the liberty and independence of 
America tvill never be forgiven by the Court of Great 
Britain. •\ The friends of America in Europe 



* This lyas said in 1797. The Doftor has cbangei his 
opinion since. See the Trial of Refublicanism, where he is shown 
to have declarecfjust the contrary of what he here asserts. 

f This passage, which is composed partly of truth, and 
partly of falsehood, requires some comment. — The rebellion, the 
Do6tor styles a ** virtuous struggle for liberty j" and he says, 
th it the emigrants, amongst whom he certainly includes him- 
self, *' were praying for its success^ and, in various ways, contri- 
V tributing to it'' This is vfery true, but the Dodtor never con- 
fessed it so freely till he reached the transatlantic shore, and 
Mr. John«ion of St, PauPs Church Yard has taken care never to 
publish the confession in England, even to this day. But here 
the Do6tor ceases to speak truth. He says, that he and his 
brother emigrants noiv (in 1797) svffer for having prayed for ^ 
and contributed to, the success of tbe American rebellion, and ** the 
" crimeof wishing well to the liberty and independence of Ame- 
" I'ica, will never be forgiven by tbe Court of Great Britain'* 
What an atrocious falsehood I That the crime ought never to 
be forgiven, until the criminals have received punishment, is 
certain; but, that any attempt, either dire6t or indired, has 
ever been made, by the Court of Great Britain, ,to punish 
, them, is the most impudent falsehood that ever dropped from 

the 
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hope, and I trust they will not hope in vain, to 
find the Americans friendly to them, while they 

'■ ■■ ■ ■ '■ ' • . , . , , , 

the lipsi or the pen, of even a sectarian priest. No ; on the 
contrary, those who wished well to the independence of Ame- 
rica, have received but too much countenaricej had it been 
otherwise, we should not, at this day, have to encounter the 
difficulties that surround Ua, and to strive against tlie poison 
that is rankling in the heart of the nation. Had it not been 
for the Coalition^ into which Lord North sutfered himself to be 
inveigled, we should, long before this time, have spoken of the 
abetforsof the American rebellion, in language becoming the 
loyal people of an injured Sovereign. That many of them were 
deceived, is most true: these would have confcbsed their errors, 
and would have been pardoned by the nation ; but, the traitors 
would have been consigned to everlasting infamy. It was that 
fatal coalition that drew af veil over every thing; that it was 
w^hich gave to rebellion the name of revolution, and to rel)els the 
name of patriots. From that hour, as. far as related to the Ame- 
rican war, treason became a virtue, and loyalty a reproach. 

The Americans knew all this as well as the Dodor, and, 
therefore, they were not to be deceived by his cant. They 
perceived, that he made a merit of his treason, that he had 
come to the country with the hopes of being rewarded for it, 
and, though they like the tieason well enough, they have giyep 
him most convincing proofs, that they despise the traitor. 
That he feels this, he made appear in his eleventh Letter to the 
inhabitants of Northumberland, published in the summer of 
1799. The following is the plaintive passage :— " But to find 
•* in America the same maxims of gavernnunt, and the samf pro- 
« ceedings, from which many of us fled in Europe, and to be 
*' reproached as disturbers of government there, and chiefly bcr 
** cause we did what the court ot England will pever forgive 
** in favour of liberty bere^ is, we own^ a great disappointment ta us, 
" especially as we ca?inot now return. Had Dodor Price himself, 
'« the great friend of American liberty in England, or Dodor 
" Wren, with both of whom I z^alously adVd in behalf of - 
" your prisoners, who must otherwise have starved, and in 
<* every other way in which we could savkly serve your cause \ 
*.* I say, had cither of these zealous, 'and attivc, anM rf^rtainly 
•' disinterested, friends of America, betn now living, tbey would 
*' not have been more welcome here than myself \ and \\\f.y would 
*' have held up their hands with asionishuiont to set* many of the 
' *' old Tories, the avowed enemies of your revolution, in greater 
*' favour than themselves** 

Oh! the glorious triumph of /tt5//V^/ No, Dodor, it is not* 
tbe British Court, nor the British nation, that has brought on 

D d 3 you 
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come breathing the same generous spirit, and re?* 
joice whenever they shall be enabled to do it, to 
add to the wealth and respectability of the coun- 
try to which they have long been looking mth the most 
earnest expectation. 

Receive with equal humanity the persecuted of 
every description. Let your object be simply dis- 
tresSy and not political principles of any kind ; and 
indulge no fear, jealousy, or suspicion, with res- 
pect to yourselves. The emigr^ts will, no doubt, 
form their opinion with respect to your govern- 
ment, and the administration of it; and finding 
themselves in a free country, they may express 
that opinion; and this opinion, being,' perhaps, 
hastily adopted, may be very erroneous and unjust; 
but it is impossible it should do you any real injury. 
If the emigrants be men of information, and dis- 
cerjiment, you may even receive benefit from the 
lights they may. give you. Where there is perfect 
liberty of speaking and writing, no principles can 
be dangerous. In these circumstances, truth has 
a decided advantage, and will certainly prevail in 
the end. 

But some distressed emigrants, you will say, are 
men xvho have fled from their crediforSy perhaps 
from the justice of their country: Are these entitled 
to our assistance ? I answer, that these cases can- 
not now be many, and it is not possible for tiSy at 
this distance, to distinguish them. Besides, the 
most vicious in one country, apd especially a dis- 



you jronr punishment j it is the unseen , the slow, but certain^ 
hand of a just and over-ruline providence, which has torn you 
from your home and your fhends, and exposed you to the re- 
proach and derision of those very persons, from whom you 
Qifcpected a recompense for your malicious contrivances agaiost 
your kin J and your country. • 

tant 
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tant one, being separated from their former con- 
nexions, and entering into new ones, of a better 
cast, may become reformed and useful citizens. 
Our natures being the same, the greater advan- 
tage to which the best of us appear is owing 
chiefly to our education and connexions, for which 
we are indebted to a kind providence. Let us, 
then, shew our gratitude to that providence 
which has favoured us, by our good will and libe- 
rality to those who, in this respect, as well as 
others, have been less favoured. Seasonable kind- 
ness may awaken the dormant seeds of virtue, es- 
pecially in a country like this, in which, there are' 
few temptations to vice. How many respectable ^ 
as well as opulent families in Atnerica^ have arisen 
from the most indigent, and the most profligate in 
^ Europe,^ And this is so far from being the sub- 
ject of reproach, that it is a just ground of praise. 
• To give you some idea of the benefit that has already 
accrued from this society, I can inform you, from 
the reports of the acting committee, tliat since its 
formation it has been enabled to give such informa- 
tion to sixty-seven emigrants, on their arrival, as 
to obtain for them almost immediate employment, 
.It has afforded pecuniary assistance to one hundred 
and twenty persons in actual distress, and to many 
of them advanced money to purchase woi:king 
tools, &c. that they might follow their respective 
occupations. From the reports of the physi- 
cian, it appears that the society has granted both 
pecuniary and medical assistance to betii)een sixty-ttnd 



* If the liberal Doctor had thrown out this hint in Virginia, 
instead of Pennsyrvania, he would have required a couch and 
a litter to carry him home 5 for he most assuredly would not 
have had a whole hone left in his skin. It was exceedingly 
impudent 5 but the Doctor's loquacity stops at no'tbing. 

D'd 4 seventy 
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seventy sick and needy enngranfs,1[ many of whom 
laboured und.T infectious diseases, and who would 
most probably have been lost but for the timely and 
unremitting attention that was given to them. And 
no distinction has ever been made to any emigrant's 
countr}% his religion, or his political principles. 

Here then, my brethren, an opportunity offers 
itself, which the truly benevolent and pious would 
think themselves happy to find, though it should 
cost them some pains to seek ; an opportunity of 
disposing of some part of their superfluity in a 
manner highly honourable to themselves, and use- 
ful to others, and of course what will give them 
the most satisfaction to reflect' upon hereafter. It 
is acting the part of go >d brothers in that great fa- 
ynily of which God is the parent and head, a part 
that cannot but be pleasing to him, to whom we 
all, whether we be rich or poor, natives of any 
particular country, or foreigners, stand in the same 
relation. Is not every parent^ who is deserving of 
the name, pleased to see his children act the part 
of true brothers to each other, that is, a iriendly 
and benevolent part, from real affection and feeling 
for each other, apd at the same time from a sense 



•f OMf hundred and iiu/nty in actval distress, pecuniary and 
medical aid to het-wcen suty and seventy sick, aW in one ciiy, and 
in the spncr of ab)nt fourteen njonths i Emigrating must be 
a th'iving irade. These pieople too were all scnwg ^nd. heahhy 
when they left Europe ! — For sixty-seven emigrantb, this society 
ifound a/most irhmediate emplnynitnt. Bless us ! what a tine 
thing it is to go to Americn ! Almost immediate ivoik! And 
a society formtd and c\vAn\y sc-imous prated, for ihis important 
pu ,>ose too \ I'll go b ck. It is positi\r]y ibt- finest country 
in tlie worhl : it i^ '* thr li^nd fl«'Wing with milk and honry." 
•—Now I thliik of it, thi'' Emigration Society used lo advertise 
tlie emigrants in my newspaper, and, by the same token, I 
remember that they are still in my debt. The treasurer, >^hose 
name was Zane, broke, and raii off with the strong box I-— 
Apiettycrewl 

of 
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of duty to their common parent. And we are all 
the offspring of God. 

In having such an opportunity as now presents 
Itself to us, we ought to think ourselves greatly- 
honoured. To give and to befriend is godlike. 
For Gqd is the universal benefactor with respect to 
all his creatures. And though, when in want, we 
ought not to refuse favours, but be thankful for 
them; since otherwise none cotdd be bestowed; 
yet, of the two, it is, as our Saviour said, more 
blessed to give than to receive. Rejoice, then, my 
brethren, in having it in your power to chuse the 
better, the more honourable, and the more god- 
like part. And remember, that though the wi- 
dow*s mite will be accepted, and is a just subject 
of praise when it comes from a widow, or any 
other poor person, who can barely spare it, he zvho, 
as the apostle says, sozveth bountifidlyy shall reap 
also bountifullyy while he zvho soweth sparingb/, 
shall reap but sparingly. 

The blessedness of giving is not confined to the 
present world, but chiefly respects that which is to 
come. Our Saviour, in his first sermon, pro- 
nounced a blessing on the merciful^ saying, that 
theij should obtain viercy ; and in his account of the 
proceedings of the last- day, the only inquiry that 
is said to be made into any person s conduct, is 
whether he has fed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
or administered to any other of the wants" of his 
fellow creatures. The apostle Tames also defines 
pure and undefiled religion before God and the Fatlier^ 
to ht the visiting the fatherless and zvidows in their af- 
fliciion, as well as keeping ourselves unspotted from 
the ivorld. Certainly, therefore, a most essential 
part of true religion must consist in doing kind of- 
fices to all who stand in need of them,, and espe- 
cially to the most destitute and the most deserving, 
and sach, I tliink, 1 have shewn tae distt^^'^.^^ 
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emiffrants in general to be. Consider, then, their 
hard case with the attention that it deserves.* 



* I have left out the concluding words of the Sermon. To 
plact any thing in the form of a benediction at the end of such 
an address, is something approaching very near to blasphemy. 

I have only to add, that, in. spite of the Doctor's pathetic 
cDnclusion, he extracted only about seven dollars from the 
pockets of bis hearers, which is no more than one pound, 
eleven shillings, and sixpence, a sum not si^fficient to supply 
the " poor emigrants" with tobacco fqr the ^pace of twenty- 
four houra. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Since writing the .above notes (in May 1801), I 
have had put into my hands the following most infa- 
mous decoy, printed upon a quarter of a sheet of 
dirty-coloured paper, and intended for circuiation in 
Wales, whence a copy of it was brought by a 
gentleman, who wished to see the practices of the 
land-jobbers exposed. 

*•■ The Welch People residing in Cambria, in the State of Penmyl- 
vania, to their Brethren in Wales, greeti7ig. — America, printed 
in September, i&OO, and reprinted by W, Edwards, Oi^ivestry, 
in April,. ISO! . 

*^ We have received many letters from you of late, which 
have occasioned us much sorrow. It grieves us that we arc 
not able to stretch unto you an hand of relief across the ocean. 
In answer to your inquiries, we need not say that in the United 
States there are almost all sorts of soils and climates. In the 
more southern ones, the weather is hot, and the summer long. In 
the northern ones though the summer is sufficiently warm, the 
winter is long and cold. Tlie states ^f Ne^ Ydrk and Pepnsylva" 
fua are esteeoned the best for Europeans ; the latter^ on various 
accounts, should have the preeminence. In regard to our 
settlements, perhaps there may be many places easier to cul- 
tivate, and nnore convenient for a market -, but it is not every 
where that the poor>can have land before they pay for it.— The 
ftoii here is rich enough to bear all kinds oi grain, and very 
good for hay and pasture. Well adapted for rearing cattle, 
and the making of chesse and butter. Our spHngs are nume- 
rous, and as puie as in any part of the world. We have 

plenty 
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plicnty of bri3oks to erect mills, and navigable rivers to the 
cast t^ithiu twenty or thirty miles, and to the west within 
twelve. No country abounds more with sugar canes, so that 
every family can make it for their own use. Hitherto we have 
a market for Gvcry thing we have to dispose of at Beula, a 
town in the middle of our settlement. There is a sufficient 
quantity of land for some thousands of people, and it is cer- 
tain that three-fourths of if is sufficiently good to cultivate. 
It may now be purchased from Qs. to 18s. per acre. If one- 
fourth or one -fifth part of the money be paid at the time of 
purchasing, credit may be had for the remainder for five or 
seven years. The poor may have a lease for seven or ten years 
for nothing more than to build a cottage on the land, and cul- 
tivate as.naany acres as will be sufficient to support them. 
Though there be some difficulties at first in every new settle- 
ment, yet we think such places answer better for the diligent 
than to purchase land at a high price near the great towns. 

" There are some among us that were worth but little, who 
have now corn and cattle to sell. 

'' Our end in establishing this settlement was for the ge« 
neral good of the WeJcb,^ particularly that they may have the 
privilege of hearing the gospel in their own .language.. 
There are in Cambria preachers of different denominations, 
living together in peace and amity. We have three or four 
Welch sermons every first day in the week, and there are 
English preachers in Beula. There are 350 lots in (and some 
near) the town given to support a school; more than 1000 
books have been purchased for a general library, and 200 acres 
of land for the support of the preachers, not of any one parti- 
cular sect or party, but such as are esteemed worthy, of every 
denomination, and profess that Jesus is the Son of God, and Sj" 
viour of men. We do not mention the above privileges to al- 
lure you into this neighbourhood, if you can do better in any 
other. Some of the Welcb have propagated an evil report of 
this place, and published great falsehoods. of certain persons 
who live and have possessions among us, and for what reasons 
we know not, except it be that the common enemy raises obsta- 
cles and oppositions to every place and plan that tends to ge- 
neral good.' 

" Though having met with many difficulties, as it is nata- 
ral to expect the first years, we now increase our slock every 
year. Within the last four years, upwards of 100 families 
have come to our neighbourhood, and 100 more may get a 
comfortable livelihood here. Should any of you be disposed 
to come over here, we, would advise you to consult the captaia 
of the vessel with respect to victuals that will be necessary for 
your voyage, with a sufficient quantity of bread, water, salt 
meat, potatoes, oatmeal^ and malt liquor. 
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'• After hjidm^in^ j^merica, many sorts of people will be 
met with ; some will say this is the best place^ and some ano- 
ther. All who are acquaioted with our nation know it is easy 
to inipose upon a IVeJcbman 5 therefore, we would advise theui 
to be upon their guard. The^ who have families would do 
well to get a waggon immediately after their landing, and re- 
move their goods out of the ship into it, and convey them to 
the place of their destination without delay. If tiiey come 
hither (though they abide not), it will be cheaper for them to 
leave their families witli us until iheycan find a place to theii* 
satisfaction, tlian in the 'cities, which in the summer are un- 
healthy to strangers, but the country round is as healthy as any 
j>art of IFaks. Should any of the poor be disposed to come, 
and not able to bear the expense of their voyage, — if their 
fuends be able to assist them, and can depend on their faith- 
fulness, they will not be long here before they are repaid with 
thankfulness. 

" The following table will inform you of the prices of. dif- 
ferent articles here (this present year), and the market rises 
and falls as in othsr countries. 

'*^ Wheat, 3s. to 4;*. 6d. per bushel. — Rye, 2s. to 2s. 6d. — 
Oats, Is. 3d. to Is'. 6d. — Indian Corn, 2s. to 2s. 6d. — Potatoes, 
Is. 3d. to Is. (id. — Turnips, 6d. to pd. — Butter, 4d. to 6d, per 
pound.— Cheese, 3d. to 5d. — Beef, 2d^ to 24rd. — Bacon, 2id. to 
3d.— Workmens* Wages, 2s. to 2s. 6d. per day, and board. 

•* We have here set down the prices in English money, that 
you may understand them belter. Every article is dearer in the 
towns than in the country, except such commodities as are im- 
ported from other countries. 

(Signed) 
^* Thfophilus Rees, I Rees Lloyd, 

William Jenkins^ I Simon James, &c.** 



Never was there, in so small a compass, so many falsehoods. 
— At ilie time this pamphlet was printed, wheat was nine shil- 
lings a bushel at Philadelphia, salt butter ten pence a pound, 
and pork six pence a pound. — Sugar canes, every man of any in- 
formation knows, are not to be found in the United States ; and^ 
in short, the whole pamphlet is a base and infamous trick to 
decoy the poor Welch from their home, to go and augment the 
population, and the value of the land, at Cambria, where 
Tbeopbihis Rees, and his relation Morgan Rees, have purchased 
great quantities of land, and where they have already ruined 
hundreds of poor creatures, whom they have deluded thither. 

END OF VOL. IX. 

Printed by T. B\yus, . 
CjreviJic Street, Hatton Gaidcii. 
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